ITtvoloyirdg
Zovbeopog Kdmpoy, e

BirdLife
Cyprus

Cyprus bird trapping surveillance project:
Autumn 2011

Covering the latest findings of BirdLife Cyprus’ continuing monitoring programme
of illegal bird trapping in Cyprus

Date: December 2011

Author: Tassos Shialis

Reviewers: Martin Hellicar & Clairie Papazoglou

Contents Page
Greek Summary 2
English Summary 6

1. Introduction 9

2. Methodology of field survey 1

3. Results for autumn 2011 period i

Appendix 1 - Detailed methodology of the trapping surveillance programme 22

Appendix 2 — Estimation of bird death toll 25



MepiAnyn

MapdAo 1Tou n opdda Tediou Tou NTNVoAoyIKoU KaTéypawe 22% GUVOAIKN PEiwon OTn
xpron SixtTiwv 1o PBIVETIWPo 2011 GTNV TTEpIoXA MEAETNG', N pEiwon auTh ival atmiBavo
va €ival oTamioTIKA ONPAvTIKA Kal €701 Ta eTTiTTeda Trayideuong TITNVWY TTOPEUEIVAV OE
emTiTTeda pekOp yia 2" guvexOuevn xpovid. AUTO ATTOTEAEI PIa HEYAAN aTToyonTEUC META
a1Td OAEG TIG UTTOOXETEIG TWV APUOBIWV apXwV yia INdEVIKR avoxr, OucIaoTIKA TTaTagn
kal dpdon kard tn OidpkeIa Tou ouvedpiou TNG ZuvONKng TnG Bépvng pe Bépa Tnv
Trapdvopn Bavatwaon Trrnvwy (louAiog 2011, Adpvaka, Kitrpog). AgiCel va avayvwpioTei
n TTPOOoTIABEIa Twv apuodiwv apxwy TTatagng TG Kutrpiokig Anpokpartiag, Tou Taugiou
Onpag kai Tou KAipakiou Martagng Aabpobnpiag, apou n augnuévn TpooTradeia TTaragng
ouvTéAeoe OTn Peiwon oTn XpHon dIXTuwyv Katd 41% o€ TTeEpPIoXEG TNG Anpokpartiag 1o

@BivoTTwpo 2011.

2¢e Teploxég Twv Bpetavikwv Bdoewv (Bdoeig) Tta emimeda mayideuong pe TN Xprion
BIXTUWYV TTOU KaTaypdagnkav ATav 181aitepa avnouxnTika agou Atav 10 @opéc wnAdTtepa
a1rd NG Anuokpariag, pe 1o Kapo MuAa va atroteAei kal TaAI yia 1d1aiTepa TTPOBANUATIKN
meploxr. Emonuaivetal mmiong o1 Ta eTmireda Trayideuong ge EOPepya ATAvV Kal TTAAI
auénuéva oe TEPIOXEG TnG Anuokpatiag kar 6Tl Ta  €0TIoTOpIO TTOU  OepPipouv
autreAoroUAia gival oudiooTIKG OAa  oTn Anuokpartia 2. Emiong To deiyya Tou
MtnvoAoyikou (1TTou €mIAéXOBNKe PE TO oUCTNPA TNG TuXaiag derypaToAnyiag) dev KAAUTTTEI
TIG TTEPIOXEG TWV HEYAAWY, OPYAVWHEVWY TTAYIOEUTWY TTOU XPNOIUOTIoIoUV &iXTua OTn
Anpokpartia Kal €1miong oTn AnuokpaTia UTTAPYXOUV TTEPICOOTEPA TTEPIPPAYHEVA (KAl
eTMoPéVWG MO OUOKOAa va Ta €AéyEel KATTOI0G) Tepdyia TTou TMBavov va yiveral
TTayideuon TTNvwy, TTapd oTig Baoeig. MNapdAa autd o1 TTpoava@epBEVTEG TTOPAYOVTEG
0ev ptmopouv va Bewpnbouv wg aimiohdynon yia 1ta 10 @opég wnAdTepa eTmiTreda

TTayideuong TTNvwyv e dixTua oTig Bdoeig évavtl Tng Anuokpartiag.

To ocuoTnuaTikd, ouvexég TTPOYpaAppa TTapakoAouBnong Tou lMTnvoAoyikoU KaTEypawe

yia 10 @OIvoTTwpo 2011 mepioadTepa atmod 3 xIAIOueTpa (3 055 péTpa) UVOAIKOU PRAKOUG

"' To mpdypappa mapakorovdnong Tov Itnvoloytkod KoAdTTEL SV0 TEPLOXES: TV YEVIKT TEPIOYT TOV
Ayiov @goddpov/Mapwviov oty Emapyioa Adpvakog kot v meptoyn Bacewv Askéretog ko EAguBeprg
Appoymotov.

 O1 emBPOLLEG TTOV £YVaY G E6TINTOPLAL KOTh TV @Ovomwptvi} Tepiodo tov 2011 - kot Tig omoieg
Bpétnkav apumelomovla og 15 €0TL0TOPLA - ATOTELODV H10L KOAN opyn GAAG TPETEL VO, EVTATIKOTOM OOV,
Witepa pe dedopévo OTL Kavéva omd avTd To ELPAUATO OEV NTOV GTIV ETOPYIC AULOYDCTOV.



evepywv diadpopwyv yia dixtua, 39 dixtua kal 440 g6Bepya. To deiypa pog KAAuwe
TEPITTOU TO0 20% TNG TTEPIOXNAG £PEUVAG, ETTOPEVWG PE TNV TTPOEKBOAN TWV KATAYPAPUWV
Mag utroAoyigeTtan OT1 uTIPXav 15 XINIOPETPA EVEPYWV SIOBPOPWY OTNV EUPUTEPN TTEPIOXN

épeuvag Katd 1o eBIvoéTTwpo Tou 2011.

H xpnon dixTuwv Atav Katd 22% MelwpEvn o€ ouykpion ge 10 2010, dpwg auth n
dla@opd dev ATAV OTATIOTIKA ONUAVTIKN Kal Ta €TmiTeda Trayideucns TTapéueivav Katd
TTOAU uynAdTEPa 0€ oUykpion e 1o 2009 (86% augnon 10 2011 ouykpiTikd ye 10 2009).
ToviCeTal 611 N XpAon dixTuwv BpiokeTal o€ pia auénTiki Tdon atmod 1o 2007. Ta etmieda
Xpnong dIXTuwv (U€Co PAKOG evepywv Oladpopwyv yia dixTua avd TETPAYywvo TTou
€PEUVAONKE) peIBNKav o€ TTEPIOXES TNG AnuokpaTiag (41%) kal au¢ABnKav o€ TTEPIOXES
Twv Bdoewv (2%) kai ‘Koivég' treploxég (81%) ae auykpion pe 10 @BIvoTTwpo 2010. Ta
emimeda Tayideuong pe OixTua, ava TETPAYWVO TIOU €PEUVHONKE, OE TTEPIOXEG TWV
Baoeswv AekéAeiag Arav 10 @opéc peyaAutepa ammd NG Anuokpartiag, evw n Xpnon
EoBépywv ATav Katd 12% augnuévn 1o @OIvoTTwpo 2011 o€ ouykpion pe Tou 2010, Kai

6Aa Ta E6Bepya KaTaypaenkav oTnv Anuokparia.

Me ta emireda TTayideuong TTou KaTtaypd@nkav UttoAoyieTal 6T yia auTd To POIVOTTWPO

(2011) madvw atd 1,4 ekatoupupia mrrnva (1 447 308) trayidedtnkav o€ dixTua Kai

EOPRepya evidg TNG TTEPIOXAG €peuvag Kal TTavw attd 1,9 ekaTouuupia TITnva (1 929 744)
o€ OAn Tnv Kutrpo, évag KataoTpo@ikog apiBudg Bavatwuévwy TTouAIWY. YTToloyileTal
OTI N kKatdoxeon 582 dixTuwv Kal 4 288 ¢6Repywv atmd 1o Tapeio OApag, 1o KAIPakio
Maraéng AaBpobnpiag Tng AcTuvouiag kal TNV AcTuvouia Twv Bdoewv yAitwoe ammoé tnv
Trayideuon trepitrou 630 000 TToUAIG KaTd To PBIVOTTWPO Tou 2011. H avratmokpion atmo
TIG apHOdIEG apxéG Ba utTopoloe va ATav KAAUTEPN, a@oU 0 XpOVog avTaTTOKPIoNG OTIG

ava@opég Tou MNTnvoAoyikou dev ATAV O AVAUEVOUEVOG.

Me pévn e€aipeon Tn ueiwon ota emimeda Tayideuong pe dixtua otn AnuokparTia, Ta
OUVOAIKA OUPTTEPAOUATO OTTOKOAUTITOUV HIO QVTIQATIKA €IKOVO OTTO TNV UTTOOXOMEVN
epappoyn ‘UNdEVIKAG avoxng' TTou £€dwaoav ol appodieg apxXEG OTO OUVEDPIO yia Tn
Zuvlnkn Tng Bépvng Tou €yive Tov TEpaopévo loUAo. Ta TeAeutaia  xpovia
KOTaypA@oVvTal TTEPICOOTEPEG €VEPYEG Oladpopég (TT.X. dixTua TrapovTa (oTnuéva),
EVEPYEG NXOMIMNTIKEG OUOKEUEG, PTEPA TTOUAILOV OTO £00QOG), TTOU UTTOOEIKVUEI OTI Ol

TTayIOEUTEG €ival TTI0 dPACTHPIOI, TTIO TTPOKANTIKOI Kal &gv goBouvTtal TNV oavhA TTOIVIKA



diwgn. e pia TTEPITITWON PETPRONKavV 25 dixTua O€ pIa TTEPIOXN ME OKAKIEG O€ €va
TETPAYWVO TNG Bpetavikrg Baong AekéAciag, pia TTpwTo@avh kartaypagr otn didpkeia
Twv 10 xpdvwv Tou TTPoypAPPaTOG TTapakoAoubnong. EmmpdoBeTa utmpée TTEpAITEPW
augnaon atn xpnon ¢oBépywv otn Anuokparia, divovTag ouvéxela oTn dPANATIKN augnon
a1ré 10 2009. O INMTNVoAOYIKOG ZUvdeo0G KUTTpou TTIOTEUEI OTI QUTH N AUgnon ouvoEETal
ME TNV OXETIKN ETIEIKEIO TWV APPOdIWV ApXWV TTPOG TOUG TTAYIOEUTEG PE EOPEPYQ, TTOU
divel TO urfpvupa oT gival pia ‘atrodekThy’ uEBodog Trayideuong. H emigikeia autn dev givai
atrapaitnTa (f Ox1 TTavroTte) €€aITiag TNG PN OWOTAG ETTIBOANG TOU VOUOU OAAG Kupiwg
ASYWw TNG TTEPIOPIOUEVNG DUVAUIKOTNTOG TWV apuodiwv apXwv TTaTagng Tng Anuokpariag,
TTOU £€X€1 WG OUVETTEID Ol OPXEG VO ETTIKEVIPWVOVTAI O€ TOTToBeCieg OTTOU yiveTal

TTayideuon o€ peyaAuTepn KAiPaka Pe Tn xprion oiXxTuwy.

To Hvwpévo BaoiAelo kail n Kutrpiakny Anuokpartia ouveyifouv va Xavouv Tnv udyn Katd
TNG TTAPAVOPNG QUTAG dpacTnPIOTNTAG, a@oU n TTayideucn TITNVWV TTOPEPEIVE OE
eTTiTTEda PEKOP YIa 2° GUVEXOMEVO QBIVOTIWPO, ATTOTEAWVTAC OIKOAOYIKA KATAOTPO®H.
2TIG TTEPIOXEG TwV Baoewv Ta etmimeda mmayideuong pe dixTua £Xouv €KTOLEUTEN oTa Uyn,
eVW N Anuokpatia TTpETTEl €TTEYOVTWG VA QVTIMETWITIOEI TNV au¢non oTnv Xprnon
EoBépywy Kal Ta e0TIATOPIA TTOU TTWAOUV Ta TTapdvopa TTayideupéva TTouAId, Tov KUpIo
onAadr olkovouiké HoxASd autAg Tng OpacTtnpidTnTag. lMapoAeg TIG TTPOOTTIABEIES TWY
apHodiwv apxwyv eival EekABapo OTI XpeIddeTal peyaAUTEPN ATTOQACIOTIKA dpdon yia va

QVTIOTPAPEN N KATAoTAON.

H TtnvoAoyikdg 20vdeopog Kutrpou kaAei Tnv Kutrpiak Anuokpartia kar 10 Hvwpévo
Bagoileio va uioBetioouv kal va e@appocouv Tnv ‘AlakApuén tng Adpvakag Kal TIG
glonynoeig Tou oulntlnkav OTo OUVEDBPIO TnG 2uvlnkng TG Bépvng, agou
oupTrepIAauBdvouv Ta KUpIa OToIXEia yia va eSaAeIpBei ATTOTEAEOUATIKA N TTapdvoun
TTayideuon TITRVwyY oTnv Kutrpo. Ztnv 1pdén, n Kutpiakr Anpokpatia kal 1o Hvwpévo
BaagiAeio xpeialetal: a) va evOUVANWOOUV TNV TTATagn o€ KABe oTAdIO TWV EYKANPOTIKWY
EVEPYEIWV KATA TWV TITNVWYV, OTOXEUOVTAG TOOO TOUG ‘WEYAAOUS’ TTaYIOEUTEG OO0 Kal TNV
TTayideuon PIKPAG KAiJaKaAg hE TNV uloBETNoN ‘UndevIKAG avoxng’, Kal Ta €0TIATOPIO TTOU
oepBipouv TTayideupéva TITNVA, B) va avayvwpioouv Ta yKAAUATA KATA TWV TITNVWV WG
éva ONPAOVTIKO KivOUVO yia TIG TTPOOTIABEIEG TTpOOTaCIag Kal TnG OlaTApnong Twv
TTANBUCPWY TWV TITAVWY, KAl CUVETTWGS va eTIBAANOVTAI ATTOTPETTTIKEG DIKAOTIKEG TTOIVEG

Kal va uttdpéel EvOeitn TTpayuaTikAg TTOAITIKAG BoUAnong, Kal y) va dnuioupyrnoouv Kal



Va UTTOOTNPIEOUV ETTIKOIVWVIOKH OTPATNYIKN METAEU TWV EUTTAEKOPEVWV QOPEWV TT.X. TNV
Tpowebnon ekoTPaTEiag evnuéPWONG Tou KolvoUu pe oTéXOo TNV aAAayr TnG KOIVAG

yvwung.



Summary

Though a 22% reduction in overall mist net use was recorded by the BirdLife survey
team in the survey area in autumn 2011, this drop is very unlikely to be statistically
significant and so bird trapping levels have remained at record levels for the 2™
consecutive year. This is a major disappointment after all the promises from competent
authorities for zero tolerance, effective enforcement and action made during the Bern
Convention conference on lllegal Bird kiling (July 2011, Larnaca, Cyprus). The
enforcement authorities of the Republic (RoC), the Game Fund and Police anti-poaching
unit, deserve credit for increased enforcement efforts that led to a 41% reduction in mist
net use in RoC areas during autumn 2011. In the areas of the British Sovereign Bases
(SBA), levels of detected mist net use were an alarming 10 times higher than in the
Republic, with Cape Pyla again a particular problem area. It should be noted here,
however, that limestick use was again found to be on the rise in RoC areas and that the
ambelopoulia-serving restaurants are the Republic’s problem 2. Also, the BirdLife survey
sample does not ‘capture’ the big, organised mist netting sites in the RoC and there are
more fenced (and hard-to-check) potential trapping sites in the RoC than in the SBAs,
though this cannot be considered to account for the 10-fold difference in recorded mist
netting levels.

BirdLife Cyprus, through its ongoing, systematic field monitoring in the Larnaca and
Famagusta districts, located during the autumn of 2011, more than 3 km (3,055 metres)
of active net rides, 39 mist nets and 440 limesticks. Our sample covered about 20% of
the survey area in the Maroni-Ayios Theodoros and Larnaca-Famagusta (SE corner of
Cyprus) regions and therefore through extrapolation from our findings above we
estimate that there were 15km of active net rides in this region in autumn 2011.

Mist net use was 22% down compared to 2010, but this difference was not statistically
significant and trapping levels remained dramatically higher than in 2009 (86% higher in
2011 compared to 2009 levels). We stress that mist net use has been on a steady rise
since 2007. Mist net use (average length of active net rides per square surveyed)

? The restaurant raids carried out during the autumn 2011 period - which resulted in ambelopoulia being
found in 15 establishment - can be considered a good start but must be intensified, especially bearing in
mind that none of the trapped bird finds were in the Famagusta area.



decreased for Republic squares (41%) and increased for Sovereign Base Area (2%) and
Joint jurisdiction (81%) squares compared to autumn 2010. Mist net use levels were 10
times higher in Dhekelia SBA compared to areas of the Republic, per surveyed square,
while limestick use was 12% up in autumn 2011 compared to autumn 2010, with all
limesticks found in the Repubilic.

With these trapping levels recorded it can be estimated that this autumn (2011) over 1.4
million birds (1,447,308) were caught in mist nets and on limesticks within the survey
area and over 1.9 million birds (1,929,744) across the whole of Cyprus, a catastrophic
bird death toll. The confiscation of 582 nets and 4,288 limesticks reported by the Game
Fund, Cyprus Police anti-poaching unit and SBA Police can be estimated to have spared
the lives of 630,000 birds during the autumn of 2011. Overall, the on-the-ground
cooperation with the competent authorities could have been better, since the response
time to BirdLife Cyprus reports was not always as hoped for.

With the exception of the mist netting reduction in the RoC, the overall results reveal a
contradictory picture to the ‘zero tolerance’ approach pledged by the competent
authorities at the Bern Convention conference held last July. In recent years there are
more active net rides recorded overall (e.g. nets in situ, decoys playing, feathers
located), which suggests that trappers are becoming busier, more blatant and fearless of
prosecution. In one incident, 25 nets were recorded in a single acacia ‘patch’ of one
square in the British Bases of Dhekelia, an unprecedented find in the 10 years of the
surveillance programme. Moreover there was a further increase in limestick use in the
Republic, adding to the dramatic surge since 2009. BirdLife Cyprus believes this is
linked to the leniency that competent authorities have shown towards trappers with
limesticks, giving the message that it is an ‘acceptable’ trapping method. This leniency
does not necessarily (or not always) result from non-enforcement but is mostly a product
of the stretched capacity of the enforcement bodies in the Republic, which means they
have to concentrate on bigger trapping operations, involving mist nets.

Both the UK and the Republic of Cyprus are losing the battle against this illegal activity,
as bird trapping remained at record levels for the 2" consecutive autumn, constituting an
ecological disaster. In the SBA areas trapping levels with mist nets have skyrocketed
while the Republic needs to deal urgently with the limestick use surge and the



restaurants selling illegally trapped birds, the main economic driver of this activity.
Despite the efforts of competent authorities it is obvious that greater decisive action is
needed to reverse this situation.

BirdLife Cyprus calls upon the Republic of Cyprus and the UK government to adopt and
implement the ‘Larnaca declaration’ and the recommendations discussed at the July
Bern conference, as they contain the core elements for effectively eliminating illegal bird
trapping in Cyprus. In essence the Republic and the UK Government need a) to
strengthen enforcement at each stage of the bird crime, hence targeting both the ‘big’
trappers as well as small scale trapping based on a ‘zero tolerance’ approach, and the
restaurants serving trapped birds, b) to recognize bird crime as a significant risk to
conservation efforts and to the maintenance of bird populations, thus imposing deterrent
court fines and showing real political will, and c) to develop and support communication
strategies between relevant stakeholders e.g. with the promotion of a public awareness

campaign to change public opinion.



1. Introduction

Bird trapping in Cyprus is an indiscriminate and illegal practice that threatens many bird
species of priority conservation concern for the EU. Trappers are mainly after blackcaps
(Sylvia atricapilla) and other migrant songbirds, destined for home consumption or to be
served as expensive ambelopoulia delicacies in local restaurants. Trapping activity is
concentrated in the autumn season, when the largest numbers of birds pass through
Cyprus on their way to winter grounds. Trappers are also active both during spring and
winter. Many ‘non-target’ birds are known to die in the mist nets and on the limesticks
trappers use, significantly increasing the conservation impact of trapping.

Mist nets can generally catch many more birds than limesticks, though experienced
limestick users, with expert knowledge of how to prune trees or bushes for optimum
placement of the glue sticks, can probably catch as many birds as mist net users. The
catch is significantly increased by the now widespread use of sound devices that
reproduce bird song, which draw migrating birds into areas set with nets and/or sticks.
Mist net use became widespread in the 1980s, while the extensive use of recorded bird
song began in the 1990s. Nets are often erected in established plantations of citrus,
olives, figs or other fruit trees. Additionally large areas of land have been planted with
non-native acacia bushes specifically in order to create good bird trapping habitat. Cape
Pyla, in the Eastern British Sovereign Base area (ESBA), is the most obvious example of
extensive habitat management for trapping.

Though bird trapping has been illegal in Cyprus for over 30 years (since 1974), the
practice was widespread and largely blatant prior to a clampdown by authorities in the
new millennium. Financial gain is the main motivation for illegal trapping. Determined
poachers can make thousands of Euros a year by selling ambelopoulia, thrushes and
other birds for home or restaurant consumption. Trappers have become well organized
due to increased enforcement and it is generally acknowledged that the ‘big’ trappers
are a hard-core network of ruthless criminals. However, a resurgence of smaller-scale
limestick use has also been noted in recent years, a response to a generally (and

unacceptably) more “permissive” climate when it comes to limesticks.



In the autumn of 2002, concerns about the conservation impacts of bird trapping in
Cyprus led the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (the RSPB, BirdLife in the UK)
and BirdLife Cyprus (BirdLife in Cyprus) to launch a groundbreaking joint project to
monitor the illegal activity. Systematic monitoring has subsequently been carried out
every spring and autumn season and, since 2007, in winter too. This report covers the
findings of the autumn 2011 surveillance programme, the 10" successive autumn

survey.
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2. Methodology of field survey

The monitoring programme for illegal trapping follows a “Bird trapping protocol” that has
been developed and implemented by BirdLife Cyprus and the RSPB, in consultation with
the Cyprus Game Fund and the British Sovereign Base Area (SBA) police. Monitoring is
concentrated in the two main trapping areas of the Island:
e the SE corner of the island, covering Paralimni, Ayia Napa, Cape Greco and
Cape Pyla in the Famagusta and Eastern Larnaca Districts (including the
Dhekelia Eastern Sovereign Base (ESBA) area), and

¢ Ayios Theodoros and Maroni valleys, west of Larnaca.

The project is undertaken with the close co-operation of the competent authorities of the
Republic of Cyprus (the Cyprus Game Fund Service and the Anti-poaching unit of the
Cyprus Police) and the British Sovereign Base Areas (SBAs) - the SBA Police. When
trapping evidence is found, the observers immediately contact the relevant enforcement
authorities. It is stressed here that the BirdLife Cyprus observers never confront
suspected trappers and never remove trapping paraphernalia.

For further details on the methodology of the surveillance programme see Appendix 1.
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3. Results and Discussion
Overview of autumn 2011 trapping season

The autumn survey 2011 was carried out during September and October and 60
squares were surveyed in total. In keeping with BirdLife’s standard practice, the survey
team immediately reported all bird trapping finds to the relevant enforcement authorities,
the SBA Police or the Cyprus Game Fund / Police Anti-poaching Unit, depending on the
location of the finds.

More than 3 km (3,055 metres) of active net rides (cleared “runs” for mist net setting in
acacia plantations or other habitats e.g. orchards, olive trees) were found. A simple
extrapolation (our sample covered 20%, or 1/5 of the survey area) suggests there were
15 km (3km x 5) of active net rides within the survey area during autumn 2011. It is
worth noting that over 65 fenced compounds could not be fully checked by our field team
— these may well have contained more net runs. A breakdown of the netting finds shows:

e 604 metres were coded as “prepared” (“P”) rides,
e 1,704 metres as “active no net” (“ANN”),

e 377 metres as "active set net” (“ASN”) and

e 370 metres as “active unset nets” (“AUN”).

Moreover, 39 mist nets were found (19 set and 20 unset) during the survey; in one
square the team counted 25 mist nets (6 set and 19 unset), an unparalleled find during
the 10 years of the monitoring programme! Opportunistic checks beyond the survey area
recorded an additional 415 metres of active net rides, with 4 nets found.

With regards to limesticks, a total of 440 were found in autumn 2011 within the surveyed
squares. An additional 95 limesticks were located during opportunistic searches beyond
the checked squares. It is highlighted here that the BirdLife Cyprus methodology focuses
mainly on locating mist nets and other organisations®, which focus much more on finding

limesticks, reported finding thousands of limesticks during autumn 2011.

It can be estimated, based on our survey finds, that, during the autumn of 2011, more
than 1.4 million birds were killed (1.447.308) within the survey area and nearly 2 million

* Friends of the Earth (Cyprus), Committee Against Bird Slaughter (CABS) and Migratory Birds
Conservation in Cyprus (MBCC).
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birds (1.929.744) for the whole of Cyprus (see Appendix 2 for more details on the
methodology and key assumptions). The confiscation of 582 nets and 4,288 limesticks
reported by the Game Fund, Cyprus Police anti-poaching unit and SBA Police can be
estimated to have spared the lives of 630,000 birds during the autumn of 2011°.

Results analysis

The figure below shows the trends in mist netting per square surveyed over the period
2002-2011. Note that the sample size (number of squares surveyed) varies between the
years. The errors bars on the average length of net rides indicate the standard error of

the mean values for each year.
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Figure 1 Trends in autumn mist netting
It is clear from this graph that there has been a dramatic increase in trapping with mist
nets since 2007, particularly in the last 2 years:

5 This estimate of number of birds saved by enforcement is based on the simple assumption that confiscations made in
August/September removed the nets/limesticks from the field for the full 60 day duration of the season, while
confiscations made in October for only 30 days.
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Average length of net rides (m) per square surveyed: a small decrease of 8%

was recorded for autumn 2011 compared to 2010 (not a statistically significant
difference, as suggested by the overlap in error bars in figure 1). However
trapping levels remained much higher in comparison to 2009, with 64% higher
levels recorded.

Average length of set nets (m) per square surveyed: an increase of 29% and

62% for autumn 2011 was recorded in comparison to 2010 and 2009

respectively.

Recent trends in trapping activity

A more reliable trend analysis of recent trapping levels is arrived at by analyzing the data

for 60 squares which have been surveyed consistently since autumn 2007. The figure

below shows the recent trends in mist netting for these squares. The errors bars on the

averag

Average length of net rides (m) per square

e length of net rides indicate the standard error of the mean values for each year.
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Figure 2 Recent trends in autumn trapping with mist nets

This graph depicts a similar picture as figure 1:
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e Average length of active net rides (m) per square surveyed: a decrease of 22%

was recorded for autumn 2011 comparing to 2010 (not a statistically significant

difference — as suggested by overlap in error bars in figure 2). However trapping

levels remained much higher in comparison to 2009, with 86% higher levels
recorded in 2011.

e Average length of set nets (m) per square surveyed: an increase of 10% and a

decrease of 3% for autumn 2011 compared to 2010 and 2009 respectively. The

dramatic increase in average set net length since 2008 is obvious from the

graph.

As discussed in the methodology section each net ride is classified into one of 4

categories: prepared (P), active no net (ANN), active unset net (AUN) and active set net

(ASN) (see Section 2 and Appendix 1 for more details,). The following figure shows the

percentage breakdown of the different net codes categories for the total length of active

net rides recorded for each autumn season, for the 60 repeatedly surveyed squares.
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Figure 3 Percentage breakdown of mist net code categories

From this graph it is evident that in recent years trapping activity has not only increased

overall (as shown in Figure 2) but trapper activity levels have also increased (more
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active nets found) and trappers have become more blatant since the survey team has
been finding more set nets (also seen in Figure 2). In many cases mist nets,
loudspeakers and decoys are left on site, suggesting that trappers are little concerned
about getting caught and being prosecuted.

The following graph shows the autumn trapping levels with the use of limesticks for the
60 squares.
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500
450 +

440

393
400 +

350 +
300 +
250 +

Limesticks (no)

200 +
150 +

168
145

100 +
50 +

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

Autumn survey period

Figure 4. Recent trend of the use of limesticks for autumn season

Trapping levels with limesticks increased by 12% further for autumn 2011 compared to
autumn 2010, while a comparison to 2009 shows a dramatic increase of more than
200%. These increases, BirdLife Cyprus believes, are connected to the fact that
limesticks are considered a ‘harmless traditional’ practice by many and to the leniency
that competent authorities have sometimes shown towards trappers with limesticks,
giving the message that it is an ‘acceptable’ trapping method despite the fact that it is
illegal and highly damaging.

Trapping levels under different jurisdictions
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Surveyed squares can be under the jurisdiction of the Republic of Cyprus (RoC) or of the
United Kingdom, as part of the Sovereign Base Areas (SBA). If a square is partly
controlled by the Republic and partly by the UK then it is referred as ‘Joint’. The following
graph summarises the trapping levels using mist nets under the different jurisdictions®. It
is noted that the sample size of the squares (number of squares) surveyed varies

between years.

Trends in autumn trapping using mist nets under
different jurisdictions

g 180 -
£ 160
]
o T140 -
2 S
= 2120 A
o = ORoC
£ 2100 4
5 o BSBA
£ @ 80 O Joint
5o oin
£ 35 60 -
2a
® 40 -
3
§ 20 -
< 0 - s

5] 5] 5] 5] 5] 5] 5] 5]

[en] [en] [en] [en] [en] [en] o o

o o [en] o o o - iy

L= (6] (=] ~l [o=] w o —

Autumn survey period

Figure 5. Trends in autumn trapping levels using mist nets under different
jurisdictions

It is evident from this graph that trapping with mist nets is much higher in SBA and Joint
squares compared to RoC controlled squares, particularly in the last 3 years.

e For RoC squares: Trapping with mist nets for autumn 2011 has decreased by

41% and 16% compared to 2010 and 2009 respectively (average length of net
ride was 17 metres, 29 metres and 20 metres for 2011, 2010 and 2009
respectively). The Game Fund reported that during the months of August-
October 2011, in the Larnaca & Famagusta and Lefkosia districts, 57 people (for

® The average net ride length per square surveyed for a jurisdiction is calculated as:
= sum of length of net rides found for that jurisdiction / number of squares surveyed for that jurisdiction
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54 cases) were arrested for illegal bird trapping and it seized 221 mist nets and
3,998 limesticks.

For SBA squares: Trapping with mist nets for autumn 2011 has increased by 2%

and 146% compared to 2010 and 2009 respectively (average length of net ride
was 171 metres, 167 metres and 70 metres for 2011, 2010 and 2009
respectively). The SBA police reported that during the months of August-October
2011, 25 arrests were made and it seized 361 mist nets and 290 limesticks.

For Joint squares: Trapping with mist nets for autumn 2011 has increased by

81% and 128% compared to 2010 and 2009 respectively (average length of net
ride was 130 metres, 72 metres and 57 metres for 2011, 2010 and 2009
respectively).

Average length of active net ride (m) and

llowing graph gives an overview of the trapping levels (with mist nets and
limesticks) under different jurisdictions for autumn 2011.
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Figure

6 Trapping under different jurisdiction for autumn 2011

Trapping with mist nets: Trapping levels (average length of net ride per square

surveyed) was 10 times higher in SBA controlled areas compared to the
Republic. Joint squares remained at very high levels as well, apparently acting as
‘grey’ areas of no clear jurisdiction.
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Trapping with limesticks: All the limesticks found were in the Republic for autumn

2011 and at much higher levels compared to previous years (on average 9.6
limesticks per square for autumn 2011 compared to 4.3 limesticks for autumn
2010).

An overview of the results suggests the RoC made significant inroads on mist net use

during the autumn of 2011, but on the other hand the Republic has a growing problem

with limesticks (and also ‘hosts’ the persistent problem of restaurants serving

ambelopoulia). For the SBA authorities, the picture emerging from autumn 2011 is grim:

In SBA areas, trapping with mist nets has reached unprecedented levels, while in
the Republic net use was down by a noteworthy 41% but we are witnessing a
dramatic increase in limestick use since 2009, since competent authorities have
at times been lenient on limesticks, or have had to focus on mist nets due to
limited enforcement capacity, and the general public impression regarding
limesticks is that it is a ‘harmless tradition’.

The Republic has also the issue of restaurants offering the illegally trapped birds
to deal with, the key economic driver for the big trappers. For 2011 (till end
November) the Game Fund reported that 22 restaurants had been checked for
ambelopoulia serving (in cooperation with the Police anti-poaching unit) and 10
of these were charged. The charged restaurants were in the Limassol (4),
Kakopetria (2), Nicosia (2), Larnaca (1) and Paphos (1) areas. Restaurants within
our survey areas (the real ‘hot’ areas for ambelopoulia serving) are notably
absent from this list. One positive from the autumn season, was the imposition of
a €10,000 court fine for an 82-year-old restaurant owner from the Larnaca area
convicted for possession of over 2,000 dead wild birds. In mid-December, the
Cyprus Police anti-poaching unit and the Game Fund reported further raids,
covering 16 restaurants in four districts. Dead wild birds were found in 5
establishments — none of these finds were in the Famagusta area, but one was
within our survey area, in the Larnaca district.

Mist net use may be recorded as ‘down’ in the Republic, but some of the sites
where the ‘big’, organised mist net users are known to be active in the Republic
are not covered by the (randomly selected) survey squares. If these areas were
surveyed then it is almost certain that mist net levels in the Republic would be
recorded as higher.
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o There was only one coordinated raid against big, organised trappers
during the autumn of 2011, when the Cyprus police anti-poaching unit
and Game Fund raided known sites in the Larnaca district in mid-October.

e Trappers increasingly fence off their ‘patches’. Fenced / compound areas are
noted during the field survey and a record is made of whether they could not be
checked at all or only partly checked by the survey team. From an analysis of the
field data it was found that squares in the Republic have on average 50% more
fenced areas (1.5 compounds / square surveyed) compared to the SBA areas (1
compound / square surveyed). Furthermore, compounds were generally better
fenced and therefore harder to check in the Republic (80% of them could not be
fully checked by the field team) compared to compounds in the SBA areas
(where 55% could not be fully checked). It is very likely that trapping activity
takes place in some of these compounds. This pattern may partly explain the
huge difference in netting levels in the SBAs and Republic, as may the (chance)
‘absence’ of ‘big’ trappers’ patches in our survey, but it is highly unlikely it
explains the 10-fold difference in recorded mist net use!

Cooperation with the competent authorities during Autumn 2011

As mentioned earlier, the BirdLife Cyprus team never acts in any way that could be
considered activist and always informs the competent authorities when evidence of bird
trapping is found. The team contacted and reported to the Cyprus Game Fund 38
locations and to the SBA Police 9 locations which had trapping paraphernalia on site and
were classified as ‘active’ (ANN, AUN and ASN).

Despite the fact that BirdLife Cyprus has been working with the Cyprus Game Fund and
SBA Police on illegal bird trapping for a number of years and there is a good working
relationship between the different organisations, the response time with regards to
reports of active trapping we pass on is still disappointing. This response is often slow

and sometimes non-existent.

BirdLife Cyprus recognizes the efforts of all the competent authorities against bird
trapping (numbers of arrests and confiscations have increased year after year) but
believes that both competent authorities could better prioritize their time in order to
respond to reporting of trapping activity as efficiently and effectively as possible, with the
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aim of securing arrests and making early confiscations. Above all else, however, we are
convinced that the enforcement authorities are too stretched on the ground and need to
be re-enforced if they are to “win” the battle against the increasingly organised and

determined trappers.
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Appendix 1 — Methodology of the trapping surveillance programme

Survey area and sampling strategy

The surveillance project began in 2002 with the coverage of 60 sample squares (each
1x1 km) chosen at random from within a 261 km? study area, which covered most of the
Famagusta/Eastern Larnaca area and the Ayios Theodoros — Maroni area.

In 2005, the monitoring became more targeted, focusing on habitat suitable for trapping.
Each 1 km square within the study area was classified as either a ‘possible bird trapping
area’ or ‘unlikely bird trapping area’ based solely on the presence or absence of
vegetation suitable for setting limesticks or nets. Surveillance subsequently took place in
‘possible’ squares only. Some 44 of the original 60 sample squares were ‘possible bird
trapping area’ squares under the new classification. These 44 squares were kept, with
another 16 new squares chosen randomly to bring the total sample to 60 again.

Then, in 2007, the survey area was expanded to cover 295 km? for Famagusta/Eastern
Larnaca area and 111 km? for Ayios Theodoros — Maroni area, bringing the total survey
area to 406 km? This was done after preliminary surveys in autumn 2006 found evidence
of extensive trapping on the margins of the original (261 km?) survey area. The sample
size was expanded to 100 squares (40 new squares were randomly chosen) to allow for
this extension of the survey area. Out of the 406 1 km? squares of the expanded survey
area, 301 have been classified as ‘possible bird trapping area’ squares.

The random selection of sample squares is stratified to ensure representative coverage
of areas under SBA, Republic of Cyprus and “Joint” jurisdiction (squares where the two
jurisdictions meet).

Surveying for trapping activity

Surveying consists of a two-man team systematically searching for evidence of illegal
trapping activity in the randomly selected one by one kilometre squares. The time taken
to survey each square is recorded, as are weather patterns and the presence or
absence of large numbers of migrant birds.
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For safety reasons (avoidance of possible confrontation with trappers) the BC observers
do not go out in the field at dawn, which is the main period of trapping activity, but carry
out surveys between 09:00 and 17:00. Each sample square is surveyed only once each
season, partly for safety reasons (minimising the risk of the observers becoming known
to trappers) and partly because repeat sampling of each square has no particular value
when it comes to analysis of the collected data. Opportunistic observations are also
made in the surroundings of squares where mist netting is suspected.

Mist nets

The two observers carry out a thorough search of all habitat patches suitable for the
setting of mist nets (i.e. all areas with bushes and/or trees) within each sample square.
The observers record all direct and indirect evidence of mist net and tape lure use and of
net ride preparation and use (e.g. cleared corridors within vegetation for putting up nets,
presence of pole bases). The codes used for the various categories of mist netting
activity and tape lure use are given below, as are the codes used for recording the type
of habitat where trapping activity is detected’. The surveyors note cases where they
come across enclosed (fenced) areas that they cannot see into at all, or cannot see into
well enough to survey fully.

Box 1 Key to survey codes used for the field

Net code Habitat code | Tape lure code
O —old ride P — tale lure present, playing
P — ride recently prepared A - acacia L — loudspeakers present
ANN - active no nets present C —citrus Y — tape lure present, not playing
AUN — active unset net present | E —eucalyptus U — unknown
ASN — active set net present F —fig W — electrical wires associated
IUN — inactive unset net present | J —mulberry with tape lures
O —olive B — car battery present
M — maquis
P — pomegranate
K — carob
Cy - cypress

Limesticks

"These codes are explained fully in detail in the Autumn 2002 Bird Trapping surveillance report
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While the main effort of the observers is to locate evidence of mist netting, all evidence
of limestick activity is also recorded. Limesticks are much harder to locate in the field
than mist nets and are often set in a different habitat to mist nets. In addition, incidental
evidence for limestick use is hard to detect (though trees pruned to hold limesticks are
readily identifiable). It is impractical to search entire 1 km? sample squares for limesticks
due to the time consuming nature of the task. The protocol is therefore for the observers
to look out for limesticks while concentrating on surveying for mist netting activity.
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Appendix 2 Estimation of numbers of birds caught during spring 2011
The following key assumptions are applied for the estimation of the birds killed:

12 metres is the assumed average length for a mist net
20 birds are caught per 12-m net per day (Magnin, 1986°)

0.5 birds are caught per limestick per day

60 days is the duration of the trapping period for autumn, starting on 1°

September

301 are the possible bird trapping squares within the survey area as identified

from the surveillance programme in 2007 (the random sample of squares

surveyed by BirdLife Cyprus is taken from these 301 squares)

75% of illegal trapping activity for all of Cyprus takes place within the survey area

(based on input from enforcement authorities and other experts)

For P (prepared) nets it is assumed that they are active every other day while for
ANN (Active No Nets), ASN (Active Set Nets) and AUN (Active Unset Nets) nets

it is assumed that they are active every day during the trapping season.

Using the above assumptions the bird death toll is estimated as follows:
For nets = [(Total length of P category net rides/2) + (Total length of ANN+AUN+ASN
rides)] / (average length of a net) x (20 birds per net per day) x (total number of ‘possible

bird trapping area’ squares / number of squares surveyed) x (length of trapping season

in days)

= ((604/2) + (1,704+370+377)) x (301/60) / (12) x 20 x 60
= 1,381,088 birds caught within the survey area in mist nets.

For limesticks = (Total number of limesticks found) x (0.5) x (total number of ‘possible

bird trapping area’ squares / number of squares surveyed) x (length of trapping season

in days)

=440 x 0.5 x (301/60) x 60
= 66,220 birds caught within the survey area on limesticks.

¥ Magnin G. (1986) “An account of the illegal catching and shooting of birds in Cyprus during 1986”.

International Council for Bird Preservation
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In total 1,447,308 birds can be estimated to have been caught on mist nets and
limesticks within the survey area in autumn 2011. Assuming that the survey area
accounts for 75% of the trapping activity in Cyprus, the bird death toll across Cyprus is:

= 1,447,308 / 75%

= 1,929,744 killed in nets and on limesticks across all Cyprus in autumn 2011.
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