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Nepidnyn

H mnoapolvoa avadopd mapoucldlel Ta TEAEUTOI EUPAUOTO TOU OCUVEXOUEVOU Kol
OUOTNUATIKOU TIPOYPAUUATOG TTapakoAolBnong tng mopdavoung moyideuong MOUALWY Tou
Mtnvoloylkol Zuvdéopou Kumpou yla to xetpwva 2012-2013, evw mapdAAnAa Sivel kal pia
obvoyn yla 1o €to¢ 2012. Emonpaivetal ot n avadopd autr €XeL WG KUPLO OTOXO TOUG
umeuBuvouG ota kévtpa ANPYNG amodAacewyv Kol TOUC TIOALTIKOUG, LLE OKOTIO TNV EVNUEPWON,
TNV evawoBntomoinon kAl TNV Kwntomoinon yla To QmoTeAECUOTK Spdon  yua
OVTLUETWTTLON QUTOU TOU OLKOAoYylKoU TipoPANnpatoc, To omoio €xel avénBel Spapatika ta
televtaia xpovia.

H avdAuon twv dedopévwv tng £peuvag nediou £6el€e otL Ta enineda mayidevong pe Siytua
yla To Xelwva 2012-2013 pewwbnkav kotd 40% o€ cUYKPLON KE TOV TIEPOLVO XELUWVA, TA
xapnAotepa mou kataypadnkav amo to 2007, £To¢ mou Eekivnoav oL XELLEPLVEG KaTaypadEg
Tou Mtnvoloywkol. Mia Tmapopola €lkova mapatnpnbnke ywa tn Xewepvy moayidsuon
TIOUALWV Ot TEPLOXEG He SladopeTikég Sdikalodooieg. TOoo oe TeploxEC tng  Kumplakng
Anpokpatiag 600 Kol otic Baoslg kataypddnke peiwon mavw oo 30% yla To XELWvA
2012-2013 os olyKpLon PE To Xelpwva 2011-2012. Qotdoo, onUELWVETAL OTL N Ttayideuon
nenvwv pe dixtua ot Baoelg mapépetve PnAotepn (katd 3 dopég) os olykplon HE Tn
Anuokpatia aUTo TO XELHWVA.

Eival evBappuvtiko OTL KaTaypAadpnKe LELWUEVN TIOYISEVON AUTO TO XELUWVA O CUYKPLON HE
TOUG TPONYOUHEVOUC XELMWVEG, LSlaitepa PETA TO KataoTpodiko ¢Bvomwpo tou 2012. OL
npoonaBbeleg mataine avénbnkav toug SUo Teheutaioug prRveg tou 2012 (NoéuBplo Kot
AekéuPplo), Blaitepa oe oxéon pe eOPOUEC KOTA eoTlotoplwv Tou oepPipouv
nayldevpéva TouAld mapdvopa. O emISPOUEC AUTEC TpaypoTonow|Bnkav os SLaddopeg
enapyiec kot apketol LOLOKTATEG eoTlaTOPiwY SLwXONKOV yLa TIAPAVOUO EUTIOPLO TIOUALWV.
MBavov aUTEG oL EMIOPOUEG VO EMNPEACAV QTIOTPENTIKA O KAMOlo Babud tn XelUepvi
nayidevon. E€loou onpavtikn NTav n xapnAn aéden towyAwv, ot omoisg Staxewualovy otnv
KOmpo kal amoteAoUv Tov KUPLO OTOXO TWV TAPAVOUWY TAYLSEUTWY, KATL TTou Tibavov va
OTOTEAECE  ONUAVIIKO TOPAYyOVTO Yyld T Helwpéva  emnineda mayideuong Tmou
napatnpnonkav.

Mapd ta pelwpéva emnineda mayideuong mou Kataypadnkav ylo Tnv avolén tou 2012 kot ya
To Xewwva 2012-2013, n kUpla Tepiodog mayideuong TOU TEPACUEVOU E£TOUG, TO
$Owonwpo, dtapopdwbnke yla akopa pla popa o OLKOAOYLKI KOTaoTtpodr), LE Ta enmineda
nayidevong va ¢tavouv ot emineda pekop yla to teAevtaia 11 €tn, and tote mou Eskivnoe
TO TPOYPAUUA TTAPAKOAOUONONG. ZUVOALKA €KTLUATAL OTL Ta enineda mayibeuong yla To
€to¢ 2012 (oupmepappavopévou tng avoléng 2012, tou ¢Bwonwpou 2012 kal tou
XEHwva 2012-2013) Atav 0PKETA yLA VO OKOTWOOUV XSOV 2,5 eKATOUUUPLO TIOUALA O€ OAn
Vv KOmpo. MapoAo mou auto MOPAUEVEL La EKTIUNON, avaSEIKVUEL TN UEYAAN KALLOKO TNG
Bavatwong amodnNUNTIKWV TITNVWVY TIou AQUPAVEL Xwpa, HLA €LKOVO TIOU Ttapatnpeital
SuoTuXWC Ta TeAeuTala xpovia.

H katdotaon tng mayidsuong Twv teheutaiwy Xpovwy eivat ToAD amoyonteuTikn Kal amelhel
va avatpePel OAa ta BETIKA amoteAEopATA TTIOU eMLTEUXONKAY Katd Thv Tepiodo 2004-2006,



otav n nayidevuon eixe pewwbel onuavtikd . EmumAgov, o MtnvoAoyikog Tuvdeopog Kumpou
miotevel OtL n Kumplakn Anpokpatia €xaoe pia TEAsla eukatpia ylo va amodeifel ota dA\a
KpAatn LEAN TN EE TNV oMo aoLloTIKOTNTA TNG YL OVTLLETWITLON Tou B€patog autol otn pila
tou, olaitepa adol n Kompog dhotévnoe tnv Eupwmaiky Mpoedpia yia to deltepo
g€aunvo tou 2012.

Avadoplkd pe tnv mataén tng mayideuong katd tn SLApKeLa TOU XpoOvou, avayvwpilovtal ot
MPoomabele Twv appodiwv opXwv Kol TOpA TOUG TIEPLOPLOPEVOUC TIOPOUC TOUG,
KataoxEnkav ekatovtadeg Sixtua kot xAtadeg E6Bepya. Eniong €ywvav dekadeg cUAAYELG
OXETIKA HE TNV Ttapdavoun nayidsuon mouAlwv. Eivat mpodaveég OTL TO TIPOCWTTILKO TWV ApXWV
Sev elval AoV OpKETO yLa VoL VTLETWITLOEL TN Spapatikhy avénon tng mayibeuong movAlwy
Kal OtL emBAAAETAL N evioxuon Twv oapuodiwv apxwv yla epoppoyr TNG UTTOOXOUEVNG
‘undevikn avoxng’. Tnv idta otiypr) , o MtnVoAoyLKOC TLOTEVEL OTL LE TIEPALTEPW TIPOCWTILKO,
KOAUTEPO GUVTOVIOMO KOl TIEPLOCOTEPEC OTOXEUMEVEG SPACELC OL OPUOSLEG ApXEC UTTOPOUV
va AELTOUPYOOUV ATTOTPETTTIKA.

EmumAéov  emIBAMETOL TEPATEPW TIATAEN KATA TWV ECTLOTOPIWV TIOU TIPOohEPOUV
OUITEAOTIOUALA TTOPAVOA, TOL OTtola ATTOTEAOUV TO TILO GNUAVTLKO OLKOVOULKO KIvNTPO QUTAC
™¢ Spaoctnplotntag. Qotdoo, yla va GUUBEL auTto, XPELAleTaL TPAYHUATIKI TTOALTIKA BoUANnon
mou Ba avtipetwnilel To MpoPAnua otn pila Tou, HE EPLOCOTEPN TTATAEN TOU PaLVOUEVOU
0TO Mebio Kal KATA TWV E0TLATOPILWY. ITO OTOXOOTPO TPETEL VA UIEL KAl i UAOTIolnon pLog
LEYAANC EVNUEPWTLKAC eKOTpATEIAC, TIOU 0TOX0 Ba £xel To adLddopo €UpUTEPO KOLWVO, TO
omoio oe peydlo BaBuo dev yvwpllel yla ™ pN-emMAEKTIK $Uon TNG mayibeuong Kal tn
Bavatwon anodnuUNTIKWVY TOUALWY O€ Heyahn KALpaKaL.

H avadopa autr xwpiletal ota akdAouba kepahata:

e Keddlawo 1 mapouoialel pia cuvodn tng mayidevong movAlwv otnv Kompo, Sivel
KATIOLA LOTOPLKA OTOLXELO QUTAC TG SpacTneLoOTNTaG, KAveL avadopd otnv eOVIKN
vopoBeaia 6oov adopd TNV MPOCTACLN TWV MTNVWV KAl TTApouctalel Tn Tpéxouoa
Kataotoon,

e Kedpdlawo 2 mapouctdlel to TPOypappa mapakoAolBnong tou Mtnvoloyilkou
Yuvdéapou Kumpou, Kat

e Keddlalo 3 mapouactalel Ta anoteAéoUaTa, T oUTATNON KOL TG TIPOTACELS yla TN
OUVEXELQL.



Summary

This report presents the latest findings of the ongoing and systematic BirdLife Cyprus
surveillance programme on illegal bird trapping, relating to the winter 2012-2013 season,
while also providing an overview for all of 2012. It is highlighted that this report is mainly
aimed at top decision makers and politicians, with the aim of informing, raising awareness
and generating action to more effectively tackle this ecological problem, which has grown
dramatically in the last few years.

The analysis of the survey data showed that mist netting activity for winter 2012-2013
decreased by 40% compared to last winter period and was the lowest recorded since 2007,
when BirdLife’s monitoring of winter trapping started. A similar pattern was observed for
winter trapping in different jurisdictions, with both Republic and SBA areas showing a
decrease of more than 30% for winter 2012-2013 compared to winter 2011-2012. However,
it is noted that mist netting levels in British Base (SBA) areas were higher (3 times) than in
Republic areas for this winter.

It is encouraging to record reduced winter trapping compared to previous winters,
particularly after the disastrous autumn 2012 trapping period. Enforcement efforts
increased in the last two months of 2012 (November & December), with, in particular,
restaurants raids that took place in different districts and a number of restaurateurs were
prosecuted for illegal bird trade. This probably had a knock off effect on winter trapping
activity. Equally important was the low influx of winter thrush species arriving in Cyprus, the
main target species for winter trappers, which is a likely significant factor in the observed
reduced trapping levels.

Despite the reduced trapping levels recorded for spring 2012 and for winter 2012-2013, the
main autumn trapping period of last year shaped into another ecological disaster, bringing
the autumn trapping activity to a new 11-year high record. Overall the death toll estimate
for year 2012 (including spring 2012, autumn 2012 and winter 2012-2013) was nearly 2.5
million birds across the whole of Cyprus. Although this is an estimate, it highlights the large
scale killing of migratory birds that is taking place, a pattern sadly observed in the last few
years.

The trapping situation of the last few years is highly disappointing and is threatening to
reverse all the positive results achieved during the period 2004-2006, when trapping activity
was significantly reduced. Moreover, BirdLife Cyprus believes that the Republic of Cyprus
missed a perfect opportunity to show to other EU Member States its determination to tackle
this issue at its root, particularly as Cyprus hosted the EU Presidency for the second half of
2012.

In terms of enforcement action during the year, the efforts of the competent authorities
should be acknowledged and despite their limited resources, hundreds of mist nets and
thousands of limesticks were confiscated. Also, tens of prosecutions took place in relation to
illegal bird trapping. It is evident that resources on the ground are stretched and insufficient
to tackle the dramatically increasing bird trapping activity and it has become clear that the
strengthening of resources is necessary to implement the pledged ‘zero tolerance’ approach.



At the same time, BirdLife Cyprus believes that with increased man-power, better
coordination and more targeted action, the competent authorities could operate in a
deterrent manner.

Furthermore more enforcement is needed against the restaurants illegally offering
ambelopoulia, the single most important economic driver of this activity. However, for this
to happen real political will is needed to tackle the issue at its root, with greater
enforcement on the ground and at the restaurants. Finally, a large awareness campaign
needs to take place, targeting the indifferent wider public, which to a large extent is ignorant
of the non-selective nature of trapping and the large scale killing of migratory birds.

The report is separated into the following sections:

o Section 1 provides an overview of the bird trapping in Cyprus, gives some
historical background to this activity, makes reference to the national legislation
regarding bird protection and presents the current situation,

. Section 2 describes the historical outline of the surveillance programme of
BirdLife Cyprus, and

o Section 3 presents the results, discussion and recommendations for the next
steps.



1. Overview of bird trapping in Cyprus

Bird trapping in Cyprus has been illegal since 1974, when legislation on hunting was
introduced with Law 39/74 and non-selective methods such as mist nets, limesticks and
traps were prohibited. Moreover, in 1988 Cyprus ratified the 1979 Bern Convention on the
Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats, enlisting a long list of birds as
protected, including the Blackcap (Sylvia atricapilla) (blackcaps are the main target species of
illegal bird trapping in Cyprus). With Cyprus joining the EU, EU Birds Directive (2009/147/EC,
formerly 79/409/EEC) was transposed into Cyprus Law N. 152(1)/2003, prohibiting anew the
use of non-selective methods including mist nets, limesticks and calling devices but also the
possession of trapping equipment, trapped birds and the trading and eating of trapped
birds.

Historically, trapped birds — mostly Blackcaps - were a food supplement for the mostly poor
island inhabitants living off the land or would be traded as a traditional delicacy for export
commodity. The practice of bird trapping in Cyprus has been recorded in historical
documents from the Middle Ages and even earlier times. Trapping as practiced in Cyprus
today bears no relation to the ‘traditional’ or historical situation.

Nowadays, bird trapping in Cyprus is widespread and extensive, contributing to the large
scale killing of hundreds of thousands of migratory and wintering birds, and survey records
show that 152 bird species have been found trapped in mist nets or limesticks, of which 78
are listed as threatened by the EU Birds Directive and / or BirdLife International (see the
autumn 2012 report for the list of trapped bird species)®. This is a clear indication of the non-
selective nature of these methods. This illegal activity has become a profitable business
which is controlled to a large extent by the ‘big’ trappers who are also involved in organised
crime, and the Cyprus Game & Fauna Service estimated this illegal business to be of the
order of millions of euros.

This report is presenting the latest survey results for the winter season 2012-2013. It should
be noted that during winter illegal trappers are targeting mainly the wintering song thrushes
(Turdus philomelos), in contrast to spring and autumn seasons when the main target species
are blackcaps (Sylvia atricapilla) and other migrant songbirds. Trapped birds are either
served as expensive ambelopoulia delicacies in local restaurants or for home consumption.

! ‘Update on illegal bird trapping activity in Cyprus’, December 2012. BirdLife Cyprus.
http://www.birdlifecyprus.org/upload/Trapping%20Reports/Autumn%202012%20Trapping%20Repor

t.pdf.



http://www.birdlifecyprus.org/upload/Trapping%20Reports/Autumn%202012%20Trapping%20Report.pdf
http://www.birdlifecyprus.org/upload/Trapping%20Reports/Autumn%202012%20Trapping%20Report.pdf

2. BirdLife Cyprus Surveillance programme

BirdLife Cyprus is a non-profit NGO working for the protection and conservation of birds and
it is the Partner of BirdLife International in Cyprus. With the support of the RSPB (BirdLife
partner in the UK), BirdLife Cyprus has undertaken a systematic surveillance programme
regarding illegal bird trapping in Cyprus since autumn 2002, providing a long record of
trapping activity and giving the NGO a very good measure of expertise on the issue. With
regards to monitoring of winter trapping, this has been undertaken for the last 6 years. The
surveillance programme follows a ‘Bird Trapping Monitoring Protocol’ that was developed by
BirdLife Cyprus and the RSPB, in consultation with the Cyprus Game & Fauna Service and the
British Sovereign Base Area (SBA) police. Figure 1 shows a map where bird trapping takes
place in Cyprus; monitoring is concentrated in the two areas (numbered 1 and 2) where
extensive trapping takes place:

1. Kokkinochoria area (Eastern Larnaca/Famagusta area) — this area also includes
the Dhekelia Eastern Sovereign Base (ESBA) area), and

2. Ayios Theodoros and Maroni area (Western Larnaca).

Map of Cyprus indicating the main trapping areas

Main Trapping Areas

1. Kokkinochoria (Larnaca/Famagusta Area)
2. Ayios Theodoros - Maroni Area
3. Kiti Area
4. Lythrodontas Area
5. Troodos Area
6. Solea Valley
7. Marathasa Valley
8. Kampos Valley
9. Akamas Area
© 2010 Europa Technologies 10. Peyia Area
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Figure 1 Map of Cyprus showing the main trapping areas

Although trapping is also an issue in other areas of Cyprus, the survey efforts focus on these
two main areas due to resource limitations.

The monitoring is undertaken by visiting a random selection of sample squares (1 km?)
during daytime hours, with a focus on detecting mist netting activity and limesticks being
recorded if they are found while searching for mist netting activity. The number of squares
has been stratified to ensure a representative coverage of areas under SBA administration
and the Republic of Cyprus. For more details on the methodology of BirdLife Cyprus read the
latest autumn report”.



The project is undertaken with the close co-operation of the competent authorities of the
Republic of Cyprus (the Game & Fauna Service and the Cyprus Police Anti-poaching unit) and
the SBA Police. When trapping paraphernalia is found, the BirdLife Cyprus team immediately
contacts the relevant enforcement authorities. It should be highlighted that the BirdLife
Cyprus observers never confront suspected trappers and never remove trapping
paraphernalia.

BirdLife Cyprus would like to note its particular thanks to the RSPB/BirdLife in the UK, for
supporting the project financially since the beginning. Furthermore BirdLife Cyprus would
like to thank NABU (partner of BirdLife International in Germany) for their financial support
for this winter survey.



3. Results & Discussion

e Field survey: the winter anti-trapping survey 2012-2013 was carried out during January
2013 following the standard survey protocol. In total 38 squares were surveyed during
this period, out of which 36 have been consistently monitored since 2007. In keeping
with BirdLife’s standard practice, the survey team immediately reported all trapping
finds to the relevant enforcement authorities, either the SBA Police or the Cyprus Game
& Fauna Service, depending on the location of the finds.

e Summary of field data: Appendix 1 presents all the survey field data for winter 2012-

2013. In total the findings of the survey included 384 metres of active net rides (cleared
“runs” in acacia plantations or other habitats e.g. orchards, olive trees, either holding
nets or where there was clear evidence of preparation for the setting and/or use of
nets), 14 mist nets found in situ (either classified as Active Set Nets or Active Unset Nets)
and 11 birds found trapped in nets, mostly robins (Erithacus rubecula), but also song
thrushes (Turdus philomelos). Opportunistic checks outside the survey squares detected
an additional 75 metres of active net rides and 4 mist nets in situ (see Appendix 1).

e Trends in winter trapping activity: Figure 2 shows the long term trends for winter

trapping activity using mist nets for the 36 squares that have been consistently surveyed
since 2007. The analysis showed that mist netting activity for winter 2012-2013 has
decreased by 40% compared to last winter period and has been the lowest since 2007.

Trends in winter trapping activity
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Figure 2 Trends for winter trapping activity

e Trapping under different jurisdictions: Figure 3 summarises winter trapping activity

using mist nets under different jurisdictions.
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For Republic areas, winter 2012-2013 showed a decrease of 35% in mist
netting activity compared to winter 2011-2012.

For the SBA areas, winter 2012-2013 showed a decrease of 33% in mist
netting activity compared to winter 2011-2012. As shown in Figure 3,
trapping in SBA areas remained 3 times higher per square surveyed
compared to areas in the Republic.

Average length of active net rides (m) per square
surveyed

Trends in winter trapping with mist nets under different

jurisdictions
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Figure 3 Trends for winter trapping under different jurisdictions
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Note that the data shown Figure 3 (above) are derived from all the squares
surveyed in each period. The sample size of squares surveyed for each
winter period varies, as is shown in the following table, but average
measures are used for comparison and the sample was always stratified in
order to maintain the geographical balance between SBA and RoC areas as
set out in the surveillance monitoring protocol.

Table 1 Number of squares surveyed each winter period since 2007

Winter season

2007-08 | 2008-09 | 2009-10 | 2010-11 | 2011-12 | 2012-13

No of squares surveyed

44 44 81 53 39 38

e Reduction in winter trapping: it is encouraging that reduced trapping activity has

been recorded for this winter compared to previous winters, especially after the

disastrous previous autumn trapping period that showed record trapping levels for
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the 11-year duration of the surveillance programme (see autumn 2012%). This
pattern suggests enforcement in the winter season was more effective than in the
autumn. But it is also important to note the low influx of wintering thrush species,
the main target species for winter trappers. Information from birdwatchers, the
Game & Fauna Service but also newspaper articles on hunting concurred that there
was a relatively small number of song thrushes visiting Cyprus this winter. The
limited number of song thrushes is likely a significant factor in the reduced trapping
levels recorded. A similar pattern was observed during the survey of last winter
(2011-2012) when high mist netting activity was recorded upon the arrival of large
numbers of song thrushes®.
Death toll estimate:
o It is estimated that over 150,000 birds could have been killed within the
survey area and over 200,000 could have been killed across the whole of
Cyprus (see Appendix 2 for details of the estimation) for winter 2012-2013.
If one were to split the potential death toll estimate between jurisdictions

within the survey area (150,000 birds) based on the trapping paraphernalia
found, then 80,000 would be the potential kill in the Republic and 70,000 in
the SBAs, based on where the evidence of trapping activity was found during
the survey.

o For the whole year 2012 (spring 2012, autumn 2012 and winter 2012-2013)
the death toll estimate was over 1.8 million birds within the survey area and
nearly 2.5 million birds across the whole of Cyprus. It is noted that this
estimate is one of the highest yearly death toll estimates of the last 6 years
of the BirdLife Cyprus surveillance programme, with the highest estimate
being for year 2011 (more than 2.8 million birds for the whole of Cyprus).

Enforcement:

o BirdLife Cyprus reported to the competent authorities, Game & Fauna
Service and the SBA Police, all the active trapping sites located during the
survey.

= Game & Fauna service: 6 trapping sites were reported to Game &
Fauna but to this date no feedback has been provided.

=  SBA Police: 13 trapping sites were reported to SBA Police and over
60% ended up in confiscations, a very encouraging outcome.
However no prosecutions were made possible.

o A number of restaurant raids have taken place during the months of
November 2012 to January 2013, by the Game & Fauna Service and the
Cyprus Police Anti-poaching unit, with 5 restaurateurs being prosecuted for
illegal possession and trade of wild birds. BirdLife Cyprus acknowledges and
fully supports the enforcement efforts of the competent authorities to

2 ‘Update on illegal bird trapping activity in Cyprus’, December 2012. BirdLife Cyprus.
http://www.birdlifecyprus.org/upload/Trapping%20Reports/Autumn%202012%20Trapping%20Repor

t.pdf.
3 ‘Cyprus bird trapping surveillance project: Winter 2011/12’, March 2012, BirdLife Cyprus.
http://www.birdlifecyprus.org/en/html-36-Trapping Reports.html
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tackle what is the most significant economic driver of this illegal activity, the
restaurants serving ambelopoulia.

o However, BirdLife Cyprus calls on the relevant ministers and decision makers
to push for greater enforcement on restaurants, with more regular raids
taking place during the main trapping season, from September until
December, in order to achieve a real reverse of the dramatic increase in bird
trapping observed in the last few years.

Social and political attitudes: There is still an overall lack of political will to tackle this
issue at its root and the general public is to a large extent either indifferent or
neutral to this problem (as shown by opinion polls commissioned by BirdLife Cyprus
in 2005 and 2008). A large awareness campaign is needed to cause a shift in public
opinion, with the involvement of all relevant stakeholders. For more details on this

and the implementation of a ‘zero tolerance’ approach read the latest autumn
report of BirdLife Cyprus (December 2012)*
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Appendix 1
Survey data for winter 2012-2013

Evidence of illegal bird trapping activity within survey squares

Confidential data — provided upon request
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Evidence of illegal bird trapping activity outside survey squares

Confidential data — provided upon request
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Appendix 2

Estimation of numbers of birds caught during winter 2012-2013

The following key assumptions are applied for the estimation of the birds killed:

12 metres is the assumed average length for a mist net

20 birds are caught per 12-m net per day (Magnin, 1986 )

0.5 birds are caught per limestick per day

40 days is the duration of the trapping period for winter seasons

301 are the possible bird trapping squares within the survey area as identified
from the surveillance programme in 2007 (the random sample of squares
surveyed by BirdLife Cyprus is taken from these 301 squares)

75% of illegal trapping activity for all of Cyprus takes place within the survey
area (based on input from enforcement authorities and other experts)

For P (prepared) nets it is assumed that they are active every other day while for
ANN (Active No Nets), ASN (Active Set Nets) and AUN (Active Unset Nets) nets it
is assumed that they are active every day during the trapping season

Using the above assumptions the bird death toll is estimated as follows for winter:
For nets = [(Total length of P category net rides/2) + (Total length of ANN+AUN+ASN rides)] /
(average length of a net) x (20 birds per net per day) x (total number of ‘possible bird

trapping area’ squares / number of squares surveyed) x (length of trapping season in days)

= [(189/2) + 0 + 153 + 42] / (12) x (20) x (301/38) x (40)
= 152,876 birds could have been caught within the survey area in mist nets.

For limesticks = O limesticks detected.

In total 152,876 birds is estimated that could have been killed in mist nets within the survey
area during winter 2012-2013. Assuming that the survey area accounts for 75% of the

trapping activity in Cyprus, the bird death toll across Cyprus is:
=152,876 / 75%
= 203,835 could have been killed in nets across all Cyprus during winter 2012-2013.
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