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Περίληψη 
Η παρούσα αναφορά παρουσιάζει τα τελευταία ευρήματα του συνεχόμενου και 

συστηματικού προγράμματος παρακολούθησης της παράνομης παγίδευσης πουλιών του 

Πτηνολογικού Συνδέσμου Κύπρου για την άνοιξη 2013, ενώ παράλληλα  κάνει και μια 

ανασκόπηση της κατάστασης που επικρατεί για αυτό το θέμα στο νησί. Επισημαίνεται ότι η 

αναφορά αυτή έχει ως κύριο στόχο τους υπεύθυνους στα κέντρα λήψης αποφάσεων και 

τους πολιτικούς, με σκοπό την ενημέρωση, την ευαισθητοποίηση και την κινητοποίηση για 

πιο αποτελεσματική δράση για αντιμετώπιση αυτού του χρόνιου οικολογικού 

προβλήματος, το οποίο έχει αυξηθεί δραματικά τα τελευταία χρόνια. 

Η ανάλυση των δεδομένων της έρευνας πεδίου έδειξε ότι τα επίπεδα παγίδευσης με δίχτυα 

για την άνοιξη 2013 μειώθηκαν κατά 55% σε σύγκριση με την άνοιξη 2012, και αποτελούν 

τα χαμηλότερα που καταγράφηκαν από το 2007, έτος που ξεκίνησαν οι ανοιξιάτικες 

καταγραφές του Πτηνολογικού. Σε επίπεδο δικαιοδοσίας, τα επίπεδα παγίδευσης με δίχτυα 

την άνοιξη 2013 έδειξαν για τη Δημοκρατία μείωση ενώ για τις Βάσεις τα επίπεδα έδειξαν 

αύξηση, και τα δύο σε σύγκριση με την άνοιξη του 2012. Παράλληλα, καταγράφηκε και 

αυτή την άνοιξη η μεγάλη διαφορά των τελευταίων χρόνων στα επίπεδα παγίδευσης με 

δίχτυα μεταξύ των Βάσεων και της Δημοκρατίας (τα επίπεδα παγίδευσης με δίχτυα ήταν 

έως και 10 φορές μεγαλύτερα στις Βάσεις σε σχέση με τη Δημοκρατία), κυρίως λόγω της 

μεγάλης παγίδευσης που καταγράφεται στο Κάβο Πύλα. Παρά τα χαμηλά επίπεδα 

παγίδευσης με δίχτυα, οργανώσεις όπως το Committee Against Bird Slaughter (CABS) και 

Migratory Birds Conservation in Cyprus (MBCC) που εστιάζουν την προσοχή τους στα 

ξόβεργα, εντόπισαν πάνω από 4,000 ξόβεργα αυτή την άνοιξη, κυρίως σε περιοχές της 

Κυπριακής Δημοκρατίας, αναδεικνύοντας την έξαρση που παρατηρείται στη χρήση 

ξοβέργων εκεί.   

Είναι ενθαρρυντικό ότι παρατηρήθηκε μειωμένη παγίδευση κατά τη διάρκεια της άνοιξης 

2013, ιδιαίτερα μετά τα καταστροφικά επίπεδα που καταγράφηκαν για το έτος 2012, κατά 

τη διάρκεια του οποίου ο Πτηνολογικός Σύνδεσμος Κύπρου εκτίμησε ότι σχεδόν 2,5 

εκατομμύρια πουλιά μπορεί να θανατώθηκαν λόγω της παράνομης παγίδευσης σε όλο το 

νησί κατά τη διάρκεια της άνοιξης, του φθινοπώρου και του χειμώνα. Παρά τη θετική 

μείωση για την αρχή αυτού του έτους, ο Πτηνολογικός θα παραμείνει επιφυλακτικός μέχρι 

το φθινόπωρο, το οποίο είναι η κύρια περίοδος παγίδευσης και αποτελεί πιο αξιόπιστη 

ένδειξη της συνολικής κατάστασης της παγίδευσης πουλιών στην Κύπρο.    

Είναι συνάμα θετικό το γεγονός ότι ο Πτηνολογικός Σύνδεσμος Κύπρου διοργάνωσε στα 

τέλη Απριλίου 2013 με χρηματοδότηση από το MAVA Foundation, ένα εργαστήρι για να 

ξεκινήσει η διαδικασία εκπόνησης ενός Στρατηγικού Σχεδίου Δράσης (ΣΣΔ) για την 

αντιμετώπιση της παράνομης παγίδευσης πουλιών στην Κύπρο. Όλοι οι κύριοι 

ενδιαφερόμενοι φορείς συμμετείχαν στο εργαστήρι και έγινε μια εποικοδομητική συζήτηση 

σχετικά με τα κύρια στοιχεία ενός Στρατηγικού Σχεδίου Δράσης και τον καθορισμό 

βραχυπρόθεσμων, μεσοπρόθεσμων και μακροπρόθεσμων δράσεων και στόχων. Ο 

Πτηνολογικός Σύνδεσμος Κύπρου πιέζει για την εκπόνηση ενός ΣΣΔ για τα τελευταία 2 

χρόνια και το εργαστήρι αυτό αποτέλεσε ένα σημαντικό βήμα προς τα εμπρός, δίνοντας 
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ώθηση για την αντιμετώπιση αυτού του προβλήματος σε μια κοινή και συντονισμένη 

προσπάθεια.  

Παρόλα αυτά, σε αντίθετη τροχιά ήταν το γεγονός που έλαβε χώρα στο Παραλίμνι μόλις 2 

ημέρες μετά το στρατηγικό εργαστήρι, όταν μια ομάδα από διαδηλωτές που είναι υπέρ της 

παγίδευσης πουλιών σαμπόταραν τις εσωκομματικές εκλογές του κυβερνώντος κόμματος 

ΔΗΣΥ. Το αίτημά τους ήταν ο τερματισμός των επιχειρήσεων κατά της παράνομης 

παγίδευσης πουλιών, που διενεργούσε το Κλιμάκιο Πάταξης Λαθροθηρίας της Αστυνομίας 

Κύπρου κατά τη διάρκεια της άνοιξης σε συνεργασία με περιβαλλοντικές οργανώσεις. Η 

επακόλουθη πολιτική απόφαση της κυβέρνησης ήταν σοκαριστική, καθώς υποχώρησε στα 

αιτήματα των διαδηλωτών και τερμάτισε τη συνεργασία και τις επιχειρήσεις κατά της 

παγίδευσης την ίδια ημέρα. 

Δυστυχώς αυτό το περιστατικό κατέδειξε ξεκάθαρα την έλλειψη πολιτικής βούλησης για την 

εφαρμογή ‘μηδενικής ανοχής’ σε βάρος εσωκομματικών πολιτικών σκοπιμοτήτων. 

Χρειάζεται ακόμα πολλή δουλειά για να αλλάξει η κοινή γνώμη και να στραφεί κατά της 

παράνομης παγίδευσης πουλιών και να επηρεαστούν οι διάφοροι φορείς στα κέντρα λήψης 

αποφάσεων, και το ΣΣΔ θα αποτελέσει ένα βασικό εργαλείο για την επίτευξη αυτού του 

στόχου. 

Η αναφορά χωρίζεται στα ακόλουθα κεφάλαια: 

 Κεφάλαιο 1 παρουσιάζει μια σύνοψη της παγίδευσης πουλιών στην Κύπρο, δίνει 

κάποια ιστορικά στοιχεία αυτής της δραστηριότητας, κάνει αναφορά στην εθνική 

νομοθεσία όσον αφορά την προστασία των πτηνών και παρουσιάζει την τρέχουσα 

κατάσταση,  

 Κεφάλαιο 2 παρουσιάζει το πρόγραμμα παρακολούθησης του Πτηνολογικού 

Συνδέσμου Κύπρου, και  

 Κεφάλαιο 3 παρουσιάζει τα αποτελέσματα και τη συζήτηση, κάνοντας επίσης 

αναφορά στο πολιτικό και κοινωνικό κλίμα που επικρατεί.  

Τα έξοδα για την εργασία πεδίου του Πτηνολογικού (καύσιμα, το νέο αυτοκίνητο), καθώς 

και τα έξοδα των εκάστοτε εθελοντών, καλύπτει η οργάνωση του BirdLife International στη 

Γερμανία, NABU, καθώς και το Heinz Sielmann Stiftung Foundation.  
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Summary 
This report presents the latest findings of the on-going and systematic BirdLife Cyprus 

surveillance programme on illegal bird trapping, relating to the spring 2013 season, while 

also providing an overview of the current climate regarding this issue on the island. It is 

highlighted that this report is mainly aimed at top decision makers and politicians, with the 

aim of informing, raising awareness and generating momentum for more effective action to 

tackle this chronic ecological problem, which has grown dramatically in the last few years.  

The analysis of the survey data showed that mist netting activity for spring 2013 decreased 

by 55% compared to spring 2012 and was the lowest recorded since 2007, when BirdLife’s 

monitoring of spring trapping started. At a jurisdiction level, mist netting activity in the 

Republic for spring 2013 showed a decrease, while for the SBA areas mist netting activity 

showed an increase, both in comparison to spring 2012. Furthermore, the pattern of recent 

years of much higher mist netting activity in the SBAs compared to the Republic held for this 

spring (10 times more in the SBAs), primarily due to activity in the Cape Pyla mist netting 

‘hotspot’. Despite the low mist netting activity overall, organisations such as Committee 

Against Bird Slaughter (CABS) and Migratory Birds Conservation in Cyprus (MBCC) that focus 

on limesticks detected more than 4,000 limesticks this spring, mainly in areas under the 

Republic of Cyprus, highlighting the resurgence in limestick use.  

It is encouraging to record reduced spring trapping for 2013, particularly after the disastrous 

trapping activity of 2012, when BirdLife Cyprus estimated that as many as 2.5 million birds 

could have been killed from illegal bird trapping across the whole island during spring, 

autumn and winter seasons. Although a positive decrease for the start of this year, BirdLife 

Cyprus will remain cautious until the autumn, which is the main trapping period and is a far 

more reliable indicator of the overall bird trapping situation in Cyprus.  

It is also encouraging that BirdLife Cyprus organised at the end of April 2013, with funding 

from the MAVA Foundation, a workshop to kick-start the process of developing a Strategic 

Action Plan (StAP) to tackle illegal bird trapping in Cyprus. All the key stakeholders 

participated in the workshop and a constructive discussion took place regarding the core 

components of a Strategic Action Plan and the setting of actions in the short, medium and 

long term and key targets. BirdLife Cyprus has been lobbying for the development of a StAP 

for the last 2 years and this was an important step forward, creating momentum to tackle 

this problem in a joint and coordinated effort.  

However, on the down side was an incident that took place in Paralimni town only 2 days 

after the strategic workshop, when a number of pro-trapping protestors sabotaged the 

internal electoral procedures of the governing DISY political party. Their demand was the 

termination of the anti-trapping operations of the Cyprus Police Anti-poaching Unit, which 

was operating this spring in collaboration with environmental organisations. The subsequent 

political decision of the Government was shocking, as it caved into the demands of the 

protestors and stopped the cooperation and the anti-trapping operations the same day.  

Sadly this incident highlighted clearly the lack of political will to adopt a ‘zero tolerance’ 

approach at the expense of political party considerations. A lot is still needed to shift public 
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attitude against illegal bird trapping and to influence decision makers, and the StAP 

document will serve as a key tool to achieve this goal.  

The report is separated into the following sections: 

• Section 1 provides an overview of the bird trapping in Cyprus, gives some 

historical background to this activity, makes reference to the national legislation 

regarding bird protection and presents the current situation, 

• Section 2 describes the historical outline of the surveillance programme of 

BirdLife Cyprus, and 

• Section 3 presents the results and discussion, referring to the political and social 

climate as well.   

All the running costs for the field work (fuel, new car), as well as all the volunteer costs were 

covered by the Partner of BirdLife International in Germany, NABU, together with the Heinz 

Sielmann Stiftung Foundation. 
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1. Overview of bird trapping in Cyprus 
Bird trapping in Cyprus has been illegal since 1974, when legislation on hunting was 

introduced with Law 39/74 and non-selective methods such as mist nets, limesticks and 

traps were prohibited. Moreover, in 1988 Cyprus ratified the 1979 Bern Convention on the 

Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats, enlisting a long list of birds as 

protected, including the Blackcap (Sylvia atricapilla) (blackcaps are the main target species of 

illegal bird trapping in Cyprus). With Cyprus joining the EU, EU Birds Directive (2009/147/EC, 

formerly 79/409/EEC) was transposed into Cyprus Law N. 152(I)/2003, prohibiting anew the 

use of non-selective methods including mist nets, limesticks and calling devices but also the 

possession of trapping equipment, trapped birds and the trading and eating of trapped 

birds. 

Historically, trapped birds – mostly Blackcaps - were a food supplement for the mostly poor 

island inhabitants living off the land or would be traded as a traditional delicacy for export 

commodity. The practice of bird trapping in Cyprus has been recorded in historical 

documents from the Middle Ages and even earlier times. Trapping as practiced in Cyprus 

today bears no relation to the ‘traditional’ or historical situation.     

Nowadays, bird trapping in Cyprus is widespread and extensive, contributing to the large 

scale killing of hundreds of thousands of migratory and wintering birds, and survey records 

show that 152 bird species have been found trapped in mist nets or limesticks, of which 78 

are listed as threatened by the EU Birds Directive and / or BirdLife International (see the 

autumn 2012 report for the list of trapped bird species)1. This is a clear indication of the non-

selective nature of these methods. This illegal activity has become a profitable business 

which is controlled to a large extent by the ‘big’ trappers who are also involved in organised 

crime, and the Cyprus Game & Fauna Service estimated this illegal business to be of the 

order of millions of euros.   

This report presents the latest survey results for spring 2013, when trappers are after 

migratory birds, with the main target species being blackcaps (Sylvia atricapilla) and other 

migrant songbirds. Trapped birds are either served as expensive ambelopoulia delicacies in 

local restaurants or for home consumption.   

  

                                                           
1
 ‘Update on illegal bird trapping activity in Cyprus’, December 2012. BirdLife Cyprus. 

http://www.birdlifecyprus.org/upload/Trapping%20Reports/Autumn%202012%20Trapping%20Repor
t.pdf.  

http://www.birdlifecyprus.org/upload/Trapping%20Reports/Autumn%202012%20Trapping%20Report.pdf
http://www.birdlifecyprus.org/upload/Trapping%20Reports/Autumn%202012%20Trapping%20Report.pdf
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2. BirdLife Cyprus Surveillance programme 
BirdLife Cyprus is a non-profit NGO working for the protection and conservation of birds and 

it is the Partner of BirdLife International in Cyprus. With the support of the RSPB (BirdLife 

partner in the UK), BirdLife Cyprus has undertaken a systematic surveillance programme 

regarding illegal bird trapping in Cyprus since autumn 2002, providing a long record of 

trapping activity and giving the NGO a very good measure of expertise on the issue. With 

regards to monitoring of spring trapping, this has been undertaken for the last 7 years.  The 

surveillance programme follows a ‘Bird Trapping Monitoring Protocol’ that was developed by 

BirdLife Cyprus and the RSPB, in consultation with the Cyprus Game & Fauna Service and the 

British Sovereign Base Area (SBA) police. Figure 1 shows a map where bird trapping takes 

place in Cyprus; monitoring is concentrated in the two areas (numbered 1 and 2) where 

extensive trapping takes place:  

1. Kokkinochoria area (Eastern Larnaca/Famagusta area) – this area also includes 

the Dhekelia Eastern Sovereign Base (ESBA) area), and  

2. Ayios Theodoros and Maroni area (Western Larnaca). 

  

Figure 1 Map of Cyprus showing the main trapping areas 

Although trapping is also an issue in other areas of Cyprus, the survey efforts focus on these 

two main areas due to resource limitations and because they hold the highest trapping 

activity.  

The monitoring is undertaken by visiting a random selection of sample squares (1 km2) 

during daytime hours, with a focus on detecting mist netting activity and limesticks being 

recorded if they are found while searching for mist netting activity. The number of squares 

has been stratified to ensure a representative coverage of areas under SBA administration 



9 
 

and the Republic of Cyprus. For more details on the methodology of BirdLife Cyprus read the 

latest autumn 2012 report1.  

The project is undertaken with the close co-operation of the competent authorities of the 

Republic of Cyprus (the Game & Fauna Service and the Cyprus Police Anti-poaching unit) and 

the SBA Police. When trapping paraphernalia is found, the BirdLife Cyprus team immediately 

contacts the relevant enforcement authorities. It should be noted that the BirdLife Cyprus 

observers never confront suspected trappers and never remove trapping paraphernalia.  

BirdLife Cyprus would like to note its particular thanks to the RSPB/BirdLife in the UK, for 

supporting the project financially since the beginning. Furthermore BirdLife Cyprus would 

like to thank NABU (partner of BirdLife International in Germany) and the Heinz Sielmann 

Stiftung Foundation for their financial support for the spring 2013 survey.    
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3. Results & Discussion 
 

 Field survey: the spring anti-trapping survey 2013 was carried out during April and May 

2013 following the standard survey protocol. In total, 40 squares were surveyed during 

this period, out of which 36 have been consistently monitored since 2007. In keeping 

with BirdLife’s standard practice, the survey team immediately reported all trapping 

finds to the relevant enforcement authorities, either the SBA Police or the Cyprus Game 

& Fauna Service, depending on the location of the finds.  

 Summary of field data: Appendix 1 presents all the survey field data for spring 2013. In 

total the findings of the survey included 669 metres of active net rides (cleared “runs” in 

acacia plantations or other habitats e.g. orchards, olive trees, either holding nets or 

where there was clear evidence of preparation for the setting and/or use of nets), 5 mist 

nets found in situ (either classified as Active Set Nets or Active Unset Nets), 5 limesticks 

and 3 birds found trapped in nets, all of them blackcaps (Sylvia atricapilla). Opportunistic 

checks outside the survey squares detected an additional 89 metres of active net rides 

(see Appendix 1).  

 Trends in spring trapping activity: Figure 2 shows the long term trends for spring 

trapping activity using mist nets for the 36 squares that have been consistently surveyed 

since 2007. The analysis showed that mist netting activity for spring 2013 decreased by 

55% compared to spring 2012 and was the lowest since 2007. 

 

 
Figure 2 Trends for spring trapping activity 
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 Trapping under different jurisdictions: Figure 3 summarises spring trapping activity 

using mist nets under different jurisdictions.  

o For Republic areas, spring 2013 showed a decrease of just over 40% in mist 

netting activity compared to spring 2012.   

o For the SBA areas, spring 2013 showed an increase of over 240% in mist 

netting activity compared to spring 2012 (though the small sample size 

should be noted here). As shown in Figure 3, trapping in SBA areas remained 

much higher per square surveyed (around 10 times higher) compared to 

areas in the Republic, primarily due to activity in the Cape Pyla mist netting 

‘hotspot’.  

 

 
Figure 3 Trends for spring trapping under different jurisdictions 

o Note that the data shown Figure 3 (above) are derived from all the squares 

surveyed in each period. The sample size of squares surveyed for each spring 

period varies, as is shown in the following table, but average measures are 

used for comparison and the sample was always stratified in order to 

maintain the geographical balance between SBA and RoC areas as set out in 

the surveillance monitoring protocol, so it doesn’t affect detection of the 

trends.   

 

Table 1 Number of squares surveyed each spring period since 2007  

Spring season 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 

No of squares surveyed 100 100 100 93 41 40 40 
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 Reduction in spring trapping: it is encouraging that reduced trapping activity has 

been recorded for spring 2013 compared to previous springs. This spring trapping 

activity reduction follows a similar reduction in trapping activity recorded in the 

winter of 2012-13.  

 It is noted here that spring and winter season data can represent a ‘false dawn’. 

Spring and winter seasons have been similarly encouraging in recent years, only to 

be followed by very bad survey data for the main trapping season, which is the 

autumn season. The spring 2013 results – while of course welcome and encouraging 

– cannot be taken as a reliable barometer of the trapping situation in Cyprus. We 

must wait for the autumn 2013 season to reliably assess the state of play.   

o It is also highlighted here that the surveillance programme of BirdLife Cyprus 

focuses mainly on detecting mist netting activity and not on finding 

limesticks. Other organisations such as Committee Against Bird Slaughter 

(CABS) and Migratory Birds Conservation in Cyprus (MBCC), which focus 

their resources on locating limesticks, detected over 4,000 limesticks during 

spring 2013, signifying the resurgence in limestick use, particularly in the 

Republic areas: 

 CABS detected over 3,250 limesticks, 44 mist nets and 16 calling 

devices2,  

 MBCC detected over 750 limesticks, 1 mist net and 4 calling devices.   

 Death toll estimate:  

o Despite the reduction in mist net use, it is estimated that almost 140,000 

birds could have been killed within the survey area and around 185,000 

could have been killed across the whole of Cyprus (see Appendix 2 for 

details of the estimation) during spring 2013.    

 Enforcement: 

o BirdLife Cyprus reported to the competent authorities, Game & Fauna 

Service and the SBA Police, all the active trapping sites located during the 

survey.  

 Game & Fauna service feedback: in many cases it was reported that 

the trapping sites were checked but no activity was found, but in 2 

cases confiscations of limesticks and a net was made possible.  

 SBA Police feedback: in many cases it was reported that the trapping 

sites were checked, detecting many pole bases and poles, and 

confiscations / clear ups took place or will be arranged in due course 

with military personnel.   

o As far as BirdLife is aware or has been informed, no restaurant raids or any 

major anti-trapping operations were carried out during spring 2013.  

 

Development of a Strategic Action Plan to tackle illegal bird killing 

One of the key conclusions of the 1st Bern Convention Conference on illegal bird killing, 

capture and trade of wild birds that took place in Larnaca (Cyprus, July 2011) was the need 

                                                           
2
 http://www.komitee.de/en/actions-and-projects/cyprus/cyprus-bpc-spring-2013-blog  

http://www.komitee.de/en/actions-and-projects/cyprus/cyprus-bpc-spring-2013-blog
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to develop national communication strategies to tackle wildlife crime and illegal bird killing. 

BirdLife Cyprus has been lobbying for the development of a Strategic Action Plan (StAP) to 

tackle the persistent and chronic problem of illegal bird trapping in Cyprus since the Larnaca 

Conference. Thanks to funding from the MAVA Foundation, BirdLife Cyprus was able to 

organize a workshop with title ‘Development of a Strategic Action Plan for tackling illegal 

bird trapping in Cyprus’ on the 24th and 25th  April 2013 in Nicosia, where all the key 

stakeholders were invited to discuss this complex issue.  

 

This workshop was a significant step forward and it was the first time that all the key 

stakeholders, both enforcement agencies and NGOs, discussed in a constructive manner the 

development of a StAP to tackle illegal bird trapping. The participants, 30 in total, identified 

the following key elements to be included in a strategy: 

 Enforcement 

 Courts 

 Policy   

 Awareness raising 

 Habitat management   

 Economic consequences, and 

 Monitoring & Coordination 

Short, medium and long-term actions were identified for all of the above areas, along with 

key stakeholders and targets for each of the identified elements.  

 

 
Figure 4 Participants at the StAP workshop 

 



14 
 

 
Figure 5 Working group discussions for the development of an action plan 

During May 2013, the workshop and the efforts to develop a StAP on illegal bird trapping in 

Cyprus were presented at the 2nd Bern Convention Conference on illegal bird killing, 

trapping and trade of wild birds, which took place on the 29-30th May 2013 at Tunis 

(Tunisia). This conference was the follow up from the Larnaca Conference (July 2011) where 

a ‘zero tolerance’ approach was pledged by all participants. The Tunis Conference focused 

on drawing up an action plan at a Convention level in order to engage all the signing parties 

to develop National Communication strategies for ending illegal bird killing, in a similar 

structure as the workshop in Cyprus. So the work at Cyprus level for developing a StAP is also 

very relevant and can help towards meeting the requirements of the Bern Convention action 

plan that is being developed. 

 

In the following months BirdLife Cyprus will be putting together a draft action plan 

document which will be circulated for consultation and feedback from the key stakeholders, 

with the aim of having a simple, structured and concise StAP document finalised and agreed 

by all by the end of this year.    

 

Political climate and social attitudes 

Despite all the positive momentum that was built up during the April 24th-25th workshop and 

the constructive discussion that took place among the stakeholders, both enforcers and 

NGOs, it was shocking to observe on the 27th April 2013, only 2 days after the workshop, an 

incident that took place in Paralimni town, one of the key bird trapping hotspots, which 

served to starkly highlight the absence of top-level political will to adopt a ‘zero tolerance’ 

on this issue.  

 

On that day, residents of Paralimni and the surrounding area decided to sabotage the 

elections for Vice President of governing DISY party, demanding the withdrawal of the Anti-

poaching Unit of the Cyprus Police from the Kokkinochoria area and the stopping of its 
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coordinated anti-trapping operations with regards to migratory birds, which the Unit had 

been undertaking during spring 2013 in cooperation with CABS anti-trapping activists.   

 

The response of the governing party to this protest by the local residents (very likely 

trappers themselves) was to pressure the recently appointed Justice Minister, Mr Ionas 

Nicolaou, to stop the cooperation between the Unit and the activists and to withdraw the 

Anti-poaching Unit from the Kokkinochoria area. The Minister duly did so, basically caving in 

to the demands of the protestors to stop the anti-trapping police operations (see Appendix 3 

for newspaper accounts of the incident). This decision was a shock to all the environmental 

NGOs as it clearly highlighted the lack of political will to implement a ‘zero tolerance’ at the 

expense of party political considerations.  

 

The incident received a lot of media attention, the majority of it being critical or sarcastic of 

the political decision that was taken (see figures below).  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Figure 6 Fileleftheros newspaper cartoon graphic on 3/5/2013, with the bird asking: ‘What 
is the Minister doing on the poaching issue?’ and the response ‘Can’t you see? He’s 
struggling with it!’.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 7 Haravgi newspaper cartoon graphic on 14/5/2013 showing the Minister of Justice 

saying ‘The Police will no longer be as it was!’ and the policeman shouting out ‘Koko, fetch 

another dozen ambelopoulia…’.  
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This political decision is disturbing since it does not give the right message of 'zero 

tolerance', something that all stakeholders agreed at the Larnaca Declaration (July 2011)1, 

instead, it encourages the continuation of this illegal activity and makes enforcement less 

efficient and effective. More alarmingly, this move potentially sets a precedent regarding 

this issue.  

 

The effect of this shocking decision has already been felt with the announcement in the 

media at the end of May 2013 of the creation of the ‘Friends of traditional hunting’ 

committee in Paralimni town, inviting people to become members (see Appendix 3). The 

organisation has the legalization of limesticks as one of its stated aims.  Supporters of bird 

trapping with the use of limesticks have been pushing for the legalisation of this method for 

a long time, arguing that it is a ‘traditional’ practice, and this incident has provided the 

perfect opportunity and platform for them to lobby harder on this.     

 

BirdLife Cyprus will be monitoring closely the political and legislative situation on this issue. 

As already highlighted by the Strategic Action Plan, a key element to eliminate illegal bird 

trapping is raising public awareness and BirdLife Cyprus will be pushing for the development 

of a long-running, large-scale awareness raising campaign to change social attitudes, the key 

to a lasting solution to this persistent problem.   
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Appendix 1 
Survey data for spring 2013  
 
Evidence of illegal bird trapping activity within survey squares 
 
Confidential data – provided upon request 
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Evidence of illegal bird trapping activity outside survey squares 
 
Confidential data – provided upon request 
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Appendix 2 
Estimation of numbers of birds caught during spring 2013 
 

The following key assumptions are applied for the estimation of the birds killed: 

• 12 metres is the assumed average length for a mist net  

• 20 birds are caught per 12-m net per day (Magnin, 1986 )   

• 0.5 birds are caught per limestick per day 

• 60 days is the duration of the trapping period for spring and autumn seasons 

• 50% scaling factor – applied for springs to account for a lower number of 
migrating birds passing via Cyprus compared to the autumn 

• 301 are the possible bird trapping squares within the survey area as identified 

from the surveillance programme in 2007 (the random sample of squares 

surveyed by BirdLife Cyprus is taken from these 301 squares) 

• 75% of illegal trapping activity for all of Cyprus takes place within the survey 

area (based on input from enforcement authorities and other experts) 

• For P (prepared) nets it is assumed that they are active every other day while for 

ANN (Active No Nets), ASN (Active Set Nets) and AUN (Active Unset Nets) nets it 

is assumed that they are active every day during the trapping season  

Using the above assumptions the bird death toll is estimated as follows for spring: 

For nets = [(Total length of P category net rides/2) + (Total length of ANN+AUN+ASN rides)] / 

(average length of a net) x (20 birds per net per day) x (total number of ‘possible bird 

trapping area’ squares / number of squares surveyed) x (length of trapping season in days) x 

(50% scaling factor) 

 = [(601/2) + 0 + 50 + 18] / (12) x (20) x (301/40) x (60) x 0.5 

= 138,648 birds could have been caught within the survey area in mist nets.  

 

For limesticks = (Total number of limesticks found) x (0.5 birds per limestick per day) x (total 

number of ‘possible bird trapping area’ squares / number of squares surveyed) x (length of 

trapping season in days) x (50% scaling factor) 

 = 5 x 0.5 x (301/40) x 60 x 0.5 

 = 564 birds caught within the survey area on limesticks 

 

In total 139,213 birds could have been killed in mist nets within the survey area during 

spring 2013. Assuming that the survey area accounts for 75% of the trapping activity in 

Cyprus, the bird death toll across Cyprus is: 

= 139,213 / 75% 

= 185,617 could have been killed in nets and limesticks across all Cyprus during spring 

2013. 
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Appendix 3 
A selection of articles in the media regarding the Paralimni pro-trapping protest on the 27th 

April 2013 

 

 
1/5/2013 Haravgi newspaper, page 5 with title ‘Secret and obvious interventions regarding 

ambelopoulia’. 

 

 
3/5/2013 Fileleftheros newspaper, page 1 with title ‘Turning a blind eye to ambelopoulia 

poachers’. 
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3/5/2013 Fileleftheros newspaper, page 8 with title ‘Why Mr Ionas?’ (article questioning the 
political decision of the Minister of Justice, Mr Ionas Nikolaou, to withdraw the Anti-
poaching Unit from Famagusta district).  
 

 
3/5/2013 Politis newspaper with title ‘The chase for voters supports poaching’.  

 

 
3/5/2013 Simerini newspaper, page 19 with title ‘Killers of birds take the stand’.   
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31/5/2013, Fileleftheros newspaper with title ‘Friends of traditional hunting get organised’.  


