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Nepidnyn

H mnoapolvoa avadopd mapouclalel Ta TEAEUTAl EUPNUATA TOU GUVEXOUEVOU KOl
OUOTNUATIKOU TIPOYPAUHUATOG TapakoAolBnong tng mapdvoung mayideuong mouvAlwyv tou
Mtnvoloylkol fuvdéopou Kimpou yia tnv avolén 2013, evw mapdAAnAa  KAVEL Kal pla
QVOLOKOTINGN TNG KATAOTOONG IOV ETLKPATEL yLa auTo To O€pa oto vnol. Emonuaivetal otLn
avadopd auth €XeL WG KUPLO OTOXO TOug umeVBuvoug ota KEvtpa ANPng amopacewv Kat
TOUC TIOALTIKOUG, UE OKOTIO TNV EVNUEPWAN, TNV gvOLoONTOMOiNoN KaL TNV Kwvntomoinon yla
TIO QMOTEAECUATIK) O6pAon ylo OVTIUETWIILON OUTOU TOU XPOVIOU OLKOAOYLKOU
npoPBAnRuatog, to onolo €xel auénBel Spapatikd Ta TeEAeUTAlA XpoOvLa.

H avdAuon twv Sedopévwv tng €peuvag nediou £6elfe OTL Ta enineda mayidevong pe diytva
yla tnv avolgn 2013 pewwdbnkav katd 55% o€ ouykplon He Tnv avolgn 2012, kot amoteAolv
To YaunAotepa mou Kataypddnkav amo 1o 2007, £t0¢ TMou Efekivnoav ol avOLELATLKEG
kataypadecg tou MNtnvoloyikou. Xe eninedo Sikalodoaiag, Ta enineda nayidevong pe Siytua
Vv avolén 2013 €detfav yla tn Anpokpartio peiwon evw yla Tig Baoslg ta enineda €dsi€av
avénaon, kot ta dUo og olyKplon He TV avolEn tou 2012. NoapdAAnAa, kotaypddnKe Kal
auTh TV avolén n peyaAn dladopd Twv TEAEUTALWY XPOVWVY OTa enimeda mayideuong pe
Sixtua petafl twv Bdoswv Kal tTng Anuokpatiog (ta emineda mayidevong pe dixtua Atav
€w¢ kot 10 dpopég peyahltepa otig Baoslc os oxéon He tn Anuokpartia), Kupiwg AOyw tng
pHeyaAng mayidevong mou koataypadetol oto KaBo MUAa. Mapa ta yapnAa emnineda
nayidevong pe dixtua, opyavwoelg omwg to Committee Against Bird Slaughter (CABS) kot
Migratory Birds Conservation in Cyprus (MBCC) mou eotidlouv TNV MPOCOXn TOug OTa
€0Pepya, evidmoav mavw oand 4,000 £6Bepya auth TNV AvoLlEn, KUPLWG O TEPLOXEG TNG
Kumplakng Anuokpatiag, avadsikviovtag tnv £Eopon Tou mapatnpsital otn xpnon
EoPEpywv ekel.

Elval evBappuvtiko OtL mapatnpndnke pewwpévn mayideuon katd tn SLAPKeLA TNG AvoLENG
2013, Slaitepa PeTd Ta KOTaoTPpodIKA emimeda mou kataypadnkav yla to £€tog 2012, kotd
™ Sldpkela tou omoiou o ltnvoloyikog Tuvdeopog KOmpou ektipnoe otL oxedov 2,5
EKOTOUUUPLO TTIOUALA prtopel va BavatwBnkav Adyw tng mapavoung nayideuong oe 6Ao 1o
vnol katd tn Sldpkela tng dvolEng, tou ¢Bvomwpou Kol Tou Xewwva. Mopd t BeTikn
pelwon yla tnv apxn autol Tou £Toug, o MTnvoAoylkog Ba mapapeivel EMLGUAAKTIKOG LEXPL
10 $OWwoONWpPO, To omoio ival n kUpLa mepiodog mayideuong kot amoteAel o aflomioTn
€vOELEN TNG OUVOALKNG KaTtaoTtaong TnG mayideuong mouAlwv otnv Kumpo.

Elvatl ocuvapa Betikd to yeyovog otL o MNtnvoloyikdg XUvdeopog Kumpou Slopydvwaoes ota
TéAn Amnpliou 2013 pe xpnuatodotnon amd to MAVA Foundation, éva epyactnpl yla va
Eekwvnoel n Sladikaocio ekmovnong evog ItpatnywkoU Ixeblou Apdong (22A) yuwa tnv
QVTLUETWITILON TNC Tapavoung mayibsvong mouAwv otnv Kompo. OMot oL Kuplot
evlladepouevol Popeic CUMETELXAV OTO EPYAOTIPL KaL EYLVE LOL ETTOIKOSOUNTLKN culfTtnon
OXETIKA HME TA KUpLO otolxelor evog Ztpatnylkou Xxeblou Apdong kol tov koboplopo
BpaxumpdBsopwy, peocompdBOsopwyv Kal pokpormpobsopwv Spdoswv Kot otoxwv. O
Mtnvoloylkog uvdeopog Kumpou TIELEL ylo TNV €KMOVNON €vO¢ 2IA yla ta TeAsutaia 2
XPOVLOL KL TO EPYAOCTAPL QUTO OMOTEAECE £val ONUAVTIKO BrApa Tpog Ta UMpPog, Sivovtag



wlnon yla TNV OVTLUETWILON auToU Tou TMPOPARUOTOC OE HLOL KOV KOl GUVTOVIGUEVN
npoonadeLa.

MapoAa autd, os avtiBeTn TPOXLA NTAV TO YEYOVOG ou £Aafe xwpa oto MapaAipvt poALg 2
NUEPEG LETA TO OTPATNYLKO £pyOOTHPL, OTAV UL opdda and StadnAwTEG Tou elval UTIEP TNG
nayibeuong MOUALWY COUMOTOPOV T EOCWKOUUATIKEG EKAOYEG TOU KUBEPVWVTOG KOUUATOG
AHZY. To altnpud TOoUg ATOV O TEPUATIONOG TWV EMXELPAOEWY KATA TNG TAPAVOUNG
nayideuong mouvAwwy, mou Sievepyouos to KAlpakio Nataéng AabBpobnpiag tng Acotuvopiag
KOmpou kata tn Sldpkela tng avolEng o ouvepyooia pe mePLBAANOVIIKEC opyavwoelg. H
EMAKOAOLON TOALTIKA amodaon TNG KUBEPVNONG NTOV COKAPLOTIKY, KABwC UMoXWwpNos ota
QLTAMOTA TwV SLASNAWTWY KAl TEPUATIOE TN CUVEPYAOola KOl TIC EMLXELPAOELS KATA TNG
nayidevong tnv (Sla nuépa.

AUOTUXWG OUTO TO TMEPLOTATIKO KOTESELEE EekaBapa TNV EAAeLPn TTOALTIKAG BoUANONG yla Thv
ebapuoyry ‘Undevikng avoxng oe PAPOC ECWKOUMOTIKWY TIOALTIKWY OKOTILUOTATWV.
Xpetaletal akopa moAAr SoUAeLd yia va aAAGEEL N KOV YWWHN KoL va. otpadel Katd tng
TAPAVOUNC TAYISEVGNG TTOUALWYV KOl VO ETNPENCTOUV oL Sladopol popeic ota kKEvtpa APng
armodpacswy, Kot to IXA Ba amoteléoel éva Packo epyaleio yla tny emiteuén avtol tou
oTOXOU.

H avadopd xwpiletal ota akolouBa kepdlala:

e Keddlawo 1 mapouotdlel pa cuvodn tng mayidevong mouvAlwv otnv Kompo, Sivel
KATIOLA LOTOPLKA OTOLXELO QUTAC TNEG SpacTnELOTNTAG, KAVEL avadopd otnv eOVIKN
vopoBeoia 6oov adopd TNV MPocTacio TWV MTNVWV KAl TAPoUCLAlEL TNV TPEXoUTA
Kotaotoaon,

e Keddlawo 2 mapoucldlel To TPOypaApUa TtapakoAolBnong tou MtnvoAoylkou
Yuvdéapou Kumpou, Kat

e Keddlawo 3 mapouctdlel Ta OMOTEAECUATO KAl TN oulAtnon, KAVovIag Eemiong
avadopd 0TO TTOALTLKO KOl KOWVWVIKO KALUQL TTOU eMLKPATEL.

Ta €€06a yla TNV gpyacia nediov tou MtnvoloykoU (KaUoLa, TO VEO AUTOKIVNTO), KOBWG
Kal ta £€oda Twv ekadotote eBehovtwy, KOAUTTEL n opyavwon tou BirdLife International otn
leppavia, NABU, kaBwg kat to Heinz Sielmann Stiftung Foundation.



Summary

This report presents the latest findings of the on-going and systematic BirdLife Cyprus
surveillance programme on illegal bird trapping, relating to the spring 2013 season, while
also providing an overview of the current climate regarding this issue on the island. It is
highlighted that this report is mainly aimed at top decision makers and politicians, with the
aim of informing, raising awareness and generating momentum for more effective action to
tackle this chronic ecological problem, which has grown dramatically in the last few years.

The analysis of the survey data showed that mist netting activity for spring 2013 decreased
by 55% compared to spring 2012 and was the lowest recorded since 2007, when BirdLife’s
monitoring of spring trapping started. At a jurisdiction level, mist netting activity in the
Republic for spring 2013 showed a decrease, while for the SBA areas mist netting activity
showed an increase, both in comparison to spring 2012. Furthermore, the pattern of recent
years of much higher mist netting activity in the SBAs compared to the Republic held for this
spring (10 times more in the SBAs), primarily due to activity in the Cape Pyla mist netting
‘hotspot’. Despite the low mist netting activity overall, organisations such as Committee
Against Bird Slaughter (CABS) and Migratory Birds Conservation in Cyprus (MBCC) that focus
on limesticks detected more than 4,000 limesticks this spring, mainly in areas under the
Republic of Cyprus, highlighting the resurgence in limestick use.

It is encouraging to record reduced spring trapping for 2013, particularly after the disastrous
trapping activity of 2012, when BirdLife Cyprus estimated that as many as 2.5 million birds
could have been killed from illegal bird trapping across the whole island during spring,
autumn and winter seasons. Although a positive decrease for the start of this year, BirdLife
Cyprus will remain cautious until the autumn, which is the main trapping period and is a far
more reliable indicator of the overall bird trapping situation in Cyprus.

It is also encouraging that BirdLife Cyprus organised at the end of April 2013, with funding
from the MAVA Foundation, a workshop to kick-start the process of developing a Strategic
Action Plan (StAP) to tackle illegal bird trapping in Cyprus. All the key stakeholders
participated in the workshop and a constructive discussion took place regarding the core
components of a Strategic Action Plan and the setting of actions in the short, medium and
long term and key targets. BirdLife Cyprus has been lobbying for the development of a StAP
for the last 2 years and this was an important step forward, creating momentum to tackle
this problem in a joint and coordinated effort.

However, on the down side was an incident that took place in Paralimni town only 2 days
after the strategic workshop, when a number of pro-trapping protestors sabotaged the
internal electoral procedures of the governing DISY political party. Their demand was the
termination of the anti-trapping operations of the Cyprus Police Anti-poaching Unit, which
was operating this spring in collaboration with environmental organisations. The subsequent
political decision of the Government was shocking, as it caved into the demands of the
protestors and stopped the cooperation and the anti-trapping operations the same day.

Sadly this incident highlighted clearly the lack of political will to adopt a ‘zero tolerance’
approach at the expense of political party considerations. A lot is still needed to shift public



attitude against illegal bird trapping and to influence decision makers, and the StAP
document will serve as a key tool to achieve this goal.

The report is separated into the following sections:

. Section 1 provides an overview of the bird trapping in Cyprus, gives some
historical background to this activity, makes reference to the national legislation
regarding bird protection and presents the current situation,

. Section 2 describes the historical outline of the surveillance programme of
BirdLife Cyprus, and

. Section 3 presents the results and discussion, referring to the political and social
climate as well.

All the running costs for the field work (fuel, new car), as well as all the volunteer costs were
covered by the Partner of BirdLife International in Germany, NABU, together with the Heinz
Sielmann Stiftung Foundation.



1. Overview of bird trapping in Cyprus

Bird trapping in Cyprus has been illegal since 1974, when legislation on hunting was
introduced with Law 39/74 and non-selective methods such as mist nets, limesticks and
traps were prohibited. Moreover, in 1988 Cyprus ratified the 1979 Bern Convention on the
Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats, enlisting a long list of birds as
protected, including the Blackcap (Sylvia atricapilla) (blackcaps are the main target species of
illegal bird trapping in Cyprus). With Cyprus joining the EU, EU Birds Directive (2009/147/EC,
formerly 79/409/EEC) was transposed into Cyprus Law N. 152(1)/2003, prohibiting anew the
use of non-selective methods including mist nets, limesticks and calling devices but also the
possession of trapping equipment, trapped birds and the trading and eating of trapped
birds.

Historically, trapped birds — mostly Blackcaps - were a food supplement for the mostly poor
island inhabitants living off the land or would be traded as a traditional delicacy for export
commodity. The practice of bird trapping in Cyprus has been recorded in historical
documents from the Middle Ages and even earlier times. Trapping as practiced in Cyprus
today bears no relation to the ‘traditional’ or historical situation.

Nowadays, bird trapping in Cyprus is widespread and extensive, contributing to the large
scale killing of hundreds of thousands of migratory and wintering birds, and survey records
show that 152 bird species have been found trapped in mist nets or limesticks, of which 78
are listed as threatened by the EU Birds Directive and / or BirdLife International (see the
autumn 2012 report for the list of trapped bird species)®. This is a clear indication of the non-
selective nature of these methods. This illegal activity has become a profitable business
which is controlled to a large extent by the ‘big’ trappers who are also involved in organised
crime, and the Cyprus Game & Fauna Service estimated this illegal business to be of the
order of millions of euros.

This report presents the latest survey results for spring 2013, when trappers are after
migratory birds, with the main target species being blackcaps (Sylvia atricapilla) and other
migrant songbirds. Trapped birds are either served as expensive ambelopoulia delicacies in
local restaurants or for home consumption.

! ‘Update on illegal bird trapping activity in Cyprus’, December 2012. BirdLife Cyprus.
http://www.birdlifecyprus.org/upload/Trapping%20Reports/Autumn%202012%20Trapping%20Repor

t.pdf.



http://www.birdlifecyprus.org/upload/Trapping%20Reports/Autumn%202012%20Trapping%20Report.pdf
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2. BirdLife Cyprus Surveillance programme

BirdLife Cyprus is a non-profit NGO working for the protection and conservation of birds and
it is the Partner of BirdLife International in Cyprus. With the support of the RSPB (BirdLife
partner in the UK), BirdLife Cyprus has undertaken a systematic surveillance programme
regarding illegal bird trapping in Cyprus since autumn 2002, providing a long record of
trapping activity and giving the NGO a very good measure of expertise on the issue. With
regards to monitoring of spring trapping, this has been undertaken for the last 7 years. The
surveillance programme follows a ‘Bird Trapping Monitoring Protocol’ that was developed by
BirdLife Cyprus and the RSPB, in consultation with the Cyprus Game & Fauna Service and the
British Sovereign Base Area (SBA) police. Figure 1 shows a map where bird trapping takes
place in Cyprus; monitoring is concentrated in the two areas (numbered 1 and 2) where
extensive trapping takes place:

1. Kokkinochoria area (Eastern Larnaca/Famagusta area) — this area also includes
the Dhekelia Eastern Sovereign Base (ESBA) area), and

2. Ayios Theodoros and Maroni area (Western Larnaca).

Map of Cyprus indicating the main trapping areas

Main Trapping Areas

1. Kokkinochoria (Larnaca/Famagusta Area)
2. Ayios Theodoros - Maroni Area
3. Kiti Area
4. Lythrodontas Area
5. Troodos Area
6. Solea Valley
7. Marathasa Valley
8. Kampos Valley
9. Akamas Area
© 2010 Europa Technologies 10. Peyia Area
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Figure 1 Map of Cyprus showing the main trapping areas

Although trapping is also an issue in other areas of Cyprus, the survey efforts focus on these
two main areas due to resource limitations and because they hold the highest trapping
activity.

The monitoring is undertaken by visiting a random selection of sample squares (1 km?)
during daytime hours, with a focus on detecting mist netting activity and limesticks being
recorded if they are found while searching for mist netting activity. The number of squares
has been stratified to ensure a representative coverage of areas under SBA administration



and the Republic of Cyprus. For more details on the methodology of BirdLife Cyprus read the
latest autumn 2012 report”.

The project is undertaken with the close co-operation of the competent authorities of the
Republic of Cyprus (the Game & Fauna Service and the Cyprus Police Anti-poaching unit) and
the SBA Police. When trapping paraphernalia is found, the BirdLife Cyprus team immediately
contacts the relevant enforcement authorities. It should be noted that the BirdLife Cyprus
observers never confront suspected trappers and never remove trapping paraphernalia.

BirdLife Cyprus would like to note its particular thanks to the RSPB/BirdLife in the UK, for
supporting the project financially since the beginning. Furthermore BirdLife Cyprus would
like to thank NABU (partner of BirdLife International in Germany) and the Heinz Sielmann
Stiftung Foundation for their financial support for the spring 2013 survey.



3. Results & Discussion

e Field survey: the spring anti-trapping survey 2013 was carried out during April and May
2013 following the standard survey protocol. In total, 40 squares were surveyed during
this period, out of which 36 have been consistently monitored since 2007. In keeping
with BirdLife’s standard practice, the survey team immediately reported all trapping
finds to the relevant enforcement authorities, either the SBA Police or the Cyprus Game
& Fauna Service, depending on the location of the finds.

e Summary of field data: Appendix 1 presents all the survey field data for spring 2013. In
total the findings of the survey included 669 metres of active net rides (cleared “runs” in

acacia plantations or other habitats e.g. orchards, olive trees, either holding nets or
where there was clear evidence of preparation for the setting and/or use of nets), 5 mist
nets found in situ (either classified as Active Set Nets or Active Unset Nets), 5 limesticks
and 3 birds found trapped in nets, all of them blackcaps (Sylvia atricapilla). Opportunistic
checks outside the survey squares detected an additional 89 metres of active net rides
(see Appendix 1).

e Trends in spring trapping activity: Figure 2 shows the long term trends for spring

trapping activity using mist nets for the 36 squares that have been consistently surveyed
since 2007. The analysis showed that mist netting activity for spring 2013 decreased by
55% compared to spring 2012 and was the lowest since 2007.

Trends for Spring trapping activity
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Figure 2 Trends for spring trapping activity
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e Trapping under different jurisdictions: Figure 3 summarises spring trapping activity

using mist nets under different jurisdictions.

O

For Republic areas, spring 2013 showed a decrease of just over 40% in mist
netting activity compared to spring 2012.

For the SBA areas, spring 2013 showed an increase of over 240% in mist
netting activity compared to spring 2012 (though the small sample size
should be noted here). As shown in Figure 3, trapping in SBA areas remained
much higher per square surveyed (around 10 times higher) compared to
areas in the Republic, primarily due to activity in the Cape Pyla mist netting
‘hotspot’.
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Figure 3 Trends for spring trapping under different jurisdictions

O

Note that the data shown Figure 3 (above) are derived from all the squares
surveyed in each period. The sample size of squares surveyed for each spring
period varies, as is shown in the following table, but average measures are
used for comparison and the sample was always stratified in order to
maintain the geographical balance between SBA and RoC areas as set out in
the surveillance monitoring protocol, so it doesn’t affect detection of the
trends.

Table 1 Number of squares surveyed each spring period since 2007

Spring season

2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 2013

No of squares surveyed 100 100 100 93 41 40 40
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e Reduction in spring trapping: it is encouraging that reduced trapping activity has
been recorded for spring 2013 compared to previous springs. This spring trapping
activity reduction follows a similar reduction in trapping activity recorded in the
winter of 2012-13.

e It is noted here that spring and winter season data can represent a ‘false dawn’.

Spring and winter seasons have been similarly encouraging in recent years, only to
be followed by very bad survey data for the main trapping season, which is the
autumn season. The spring 2013 results — while of course welcome and encouraging
— cannot be taken as a reliable barometer of the trapping situation in Cyprus. We
must wait for the autumn 2013 season to reliably assess the state of play.

o Itis also highlighted here that the surveillance programme of BirdLife Cyprus
focuses mainly on detecting mist netting activity and not on finding
limesticks. Other organisations such as Committee Against Bird Slaughter
(CABS) and Migratory Birds Conservation in Cyprus (MBCC), which focus
their resources on locating limesticks, detected over 4,000 limesticks during
spring 2013, signifying the resurgence in limestick use, particularly in the
Republic areas:

= CABS detected over 3,250 limesticks, 44 mist nets and 16 calling
devices?,
= MBCC detected over 750 limesticks, 1 mist net and 4 calling devices.
e Death toll estimate:

o Despite the reduction in mist net use, it is estimated that almost 140,000
birds could have been killed within the survey area and around 185,000
could have been killed across the whole of Cyprus (see Appendix 2 for
details of the estimation) during spring 2013.

e Enforcement:

o BirdLife Cyprus reported to the competent authorities, Game & Fauna
Service and the SBA Police, all the active trapping sites located during the
survey.

= Game & Fauna service feedback: in many cases it was reported that
the trapping sites were checked but no activity was found, but in 2
cases confiscations of limesticks and a net was made possible.

= SBA Police feedback: in many cases it was reported that the trapping
sites were checked, detecting many pole bases and poles, and
confiscations / clear ups took place or will be arranged in due course
with military personnel.

o As far as BirdLife is aware or has been informed, no restaurant raids or any
major anti-trapping operations were carried out during spring 2013.

Development of a Strategic Action Plan to tackle illegal bird killing

One of the key conclusions of the 1* Bern Convention Conference on illegal bird killing,
capture and trade of wild birds that took place in Larnaca (Cyprus, July 2011) was the need

? http://www.komitee.de/en/actions-and-projects/cyprus/cyprus-bpc-spring-2013-blog
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to develop national communication strategies to tackle wildlife crime and illegal bird killing.
BirdLife Cyprus has been lobbying for the development of a Strategic Action Plan (StAP) to
tackle the persistent and chronic problem of illegal bird trapping in Cyprus since the Larnaca
Conference. Thanks to funding from the MAVA Foundation, BirdLife Cyprus was able to
organize a workshop with title ‘Development of a Strategic Action Plan for tackling illegal
bird trapping in Cyprus’ on the 24™ and 25" April 2013 in Nicosia, where all the key
stakeholders were invited to discuss this complex issue.

This workshop was a significant step forward and it was the first time that all the key
stakeholders, both enforcement agencies and NGOs, discussed in a constructive manner the
development of a StAP to tackle illegal bird trapping. The participants, 30 in total, identified
the following key elements to be included in a strategy:

e Enforcement

e Courts

e Policy

e Awareness raising

e Habitat management

e Economic consequences, and

e Monitoring & Coordination

Short, medium and long-term actions were identified for all of the above areas, along with
key stakeholders and targets for each of the identified elements.

Figure 4 Participants at the StAP workshop
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Figure 5 Working group discussions for the development of an action plan

During May 2013, the workshop and the efforts to develop a StAP on illegal bird trapping in
Cyprus were presented at the 2nd Bern Convention Conference on illegal bird killing,
trapping and trade of wild birds, which took place on the 29-30th May 2013 at Tunis
(Tunisia). This conference was the follow up from the Larnaca Conference (July 2011) where
a ‘zero tolerance’ approach was pledged by all participants. The Tunis Conference focused
on drawing up an action plan at a Convention level in order to engage all the signing parties
to develop National Communication strategies for ending illegal bird killing, in a similar
structure as the workshop in Cyprus. So the work at Cyprus level for developing a StAP is also
very relevant and can help towards meeting the requirements of the Bern Convention action
plan that is being developed.

In the following months BirdLife Cyprus will be putting together a draft action plan
document which will be circulated for consultation and feedback from the key stakeholders,
with the aim of having a simple, structured and concise StAP document finalised and agreed
by all by the end of this year.

Political climate and social attitudes

Despite all the positive momentum that was built up during the April 24™-25" workshop and
the constructive discussion that took place among the stakeholders, both enforcers and
NGOs, it was shocking to observe on the 27" April 2013, only 2 days after the workshop, an
incident that took place in Paralimni town, one of the key bird trapping hotspots, which
served to starkly highlight the absence of top-level political will to adopt a ‘zero tolerance’
on this issue.

On that day, residents of Paralimni and the surrounding area decided to sabotage the

elections for Vice President of governing DISY party, demanding the withdrawal of the Anti-
poaching Unit of the Cyprus Police from the Kokkinochoria area and the stopping of its
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coordinated anti-trapping operations with regards to migratory birds, which the Unit had
been undertaking during spring 2013 in cooperation with CABS anti-trapping activists.

The response of the governing party to this protest by the local residents (very likely
trappers themselves) was to pressure the recently appointed Justice Minister, Mr lonas
Nicolaou, to stop the cooperation between the Unit and the activists and to withdraw the
Anti-poaching Unit from the Kokkinochoria area. The Minister duly did so, basically caving in
to the demands of the protestors to stop the anti-trapping police operations (see Appendix 3
for newspaper accounts of the incident). This decision was a shock to all the environmental
NGOs as it clearly highlighted the lack of political will to implement a ‘zero tolerance’ at the
expense of party political considerations.

The incident received a lot of media attention, the majority of it being critical or sarcastic of
the political decision that was taken (see figures below).

T1 KAVEl © YnoYPlos A TO Jén BACNELS;
©EMA THE NABPOOHPIAL; /I —f=—]
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Figure 6 Fileleftheros newspaper cartoon graphic on 3/5/2013, with the bird asking: ‘What
is the Minister doing on the poaching issue? and the response ‘Can’t you see? He’s
struggling with it?’.
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Figure 7 Haravgi newspaper cartoon graphic on 14/5/2013 showing the Minister of Justice
saying ‘The Police will no longer be as it was!” and the policeman shouting out ‘Koko, fetch
another dozen ambelopoulia...”.
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This political decision is disturbing since it does not give the right message of 'zero
tolerance', something that all stakeholders agreed at the Larnaca Declaration (July 2011)",
instead, it encourages the continuation of this illegal activity and makes enforcement less
efficient and effective. More alarmingly, this move potentially sets a precedent regarding
this issue.

The effect of this shocking decision has already been felt with the announcement in the
media at the end of May 2013 of the creation of the ‘Friends of traditional hunting’
committee in Paralimni town, inviting people to become members (see Appendix 3). The
organisation has the legalization of limesticks as one of its stated aims. Supporters of bird
trapping with the use of limesticks have been pushing for the legalisation of this method for
a long time, arguing that it is a ‘traditional’ practice, and this incident has provided the
perfect opportunity and platform for them to lobby harder on this.

BirdLife Cyprus will be monitoring closely the political and legislative situation on this issue.
As already highlighted by the Strategic Action Plan, a key element to eliminate illegal bird
trapping is raising public awareness and BirdLife Cyprus will be pushing for the development
of a long-running, large-scale awareness raising campaign to change social attitudes, the key
to a lasting solution to this persistent problem.

16



Appendix 1
Survey data for spring 2013

Evidence of illegal bird trapping activity within survey squares

Confidential data — provided upon request
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Evidence of illegal bird trapping activity outside survey squares

Confidential data — provided upon request
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Appendix 2

Estimation of numbers of birds caught during spring 2013

The following key assumptions are applied for the estimation of the birds killed:

. 12 metres is the assumed average length for a mist net

o 20 birds are caught per 12-m net per day (Magnin, 1986 )

o 0.5 birds are caught per limestick per day

. 60 days is the duration of the trapping period for spring and autumn seasons

o 50% scaling factor — applied for springs to account for a lower number of
migrating birds passing via Cyprus compared to the autumn

. 301 are the possible bird trapping squares within the survey area as identified

from the surveillance programme in 2007 (the random sample of squares
surveyed by BirdLife Cyprus is taken from these 301 squares)

o 75% of illegal trapping activity for all of Cyprus takes place within the survey
area (based on input from enforcement authorities and other experts)

o For P (prepared) nets it is assumed that they are active every other day while for
ANN (Active No Nets), ASN (Active Set Nets) and AUN (Active Unset Nets) nets it
is assumed that they are active every day during the trapping season

Using the above assumptions the bird death toll is estimated as follows for spring:
For nets = [(Total length of P category net rides/2) + (Total length of ANN+AUN+ASN rides)] /
(average length of a net) x (20 birds per net per day) x (total number of ‘possible bird
trapping area’ squares / number of squares surveyed) x (length of trapping season in days) x
(50% scaling factor)

= [(601/2) + 0 + 50 + 18] / (12) x (20) x (301/40) x (60) x 0.5

= 138,648 birds could have been caught within the survey area in mist nets.

For limesticks = (Total number of limesticks found) x (0.5 birds per limestick per day) x (total
number of ‘possible bird trapping area’ squares / number of squares surveyed) x (length of
trapping season in days) x (50% scaling factor)

=5x0.5x(301/40)x 60 x 0.5

=564 birds caught within the survey area on limesticks

In total 139,213 birds could have been killed in mist nets within the survey area during
spring 2013. Assuming that the survey area accounts for 75% of the trapping activity in
Cyprus, the bird death toll across Cyprus is:

=139,213 / 75%

= 185,617 could have been killed in nets and limesticks across all Cyprus during spring
2013.
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Appendix 3

A selection of articles in the media regarding the Paralimni pro-trapping protest on the 27"

April 2013

MopepPaoelg puoukeg Kat
@avepEe yia ta apneAonovAw

INat n Iedvva Tavayio-
tou £omevoe va apéppPer
oto {inpa wy apnelo-
nouhidv ka1 va Inuioet
OMOC OUVEXIOEL N OUVEP-
yaoia Aowvoplag-akupr-
OOV yla my Tipootaoia
ToUg;
Eva mouvAdxt (6x1 apne-
Aomoudx) ogipi€e otn owikn éu o Aéyog mou mapevéPn n
ka ITavaywdrou, Enitponog Iepifdlloviog, fitav yrati umip-
fav dMe¢ napepPdoerc yia vy kardpynon tou npoypdppa-
10¢ ovvepyaoia¢ Aotuvopiag-akufotév. Kar plotipe ya
noAtukég napepPdoerg... Oxi 6,1 k1 6,u1. Mihotipe, enifong,
ya éva nipdypappa nou Asttoupyotioe ané to 2008... kar 1ip-
Be 1o téhog tou, ehéw exhoydv oto AHEY! Kald ue mapep-
Bdoerc yia va yivouy o1 ekhoyég kat va pnv... xaBovv ta ap-
nelomotha u¢ eidape and uc 0Bévee pac, Zoviavée kar live.
Ti¢ mapaoknviakée mapepPdoerg nowog 1g €xave, ke lovd;
Autdc Ki av gival EKouyxpoviopoc!

Nikn

1/5/2013 Haravgi newspaper, page 5 with title ‘Secret and obvious interventions regarding

ambelopoulia’.

KAeivouv 1a pdua
o€ AaBpobnipeg
aprneAonouAiv

Metd ano anégaon tou Yroupyeiou
Aikaioouvng EAn&e dOo&a n Kowvri ex-
otpatsia axuPiotav xai 1ou KAaxi-
ou lNdra&ng NAabBpoBnpiag tng Aotu-
vopiag mou evioriotnkav va napavo-
podv oto MNapalipwvi. Mponyoupévwe
01 16 akTPIOTES EiXav KATAPEPEL va
ouAMngBouv 20 nayideuTég aunedo-
novAiav. H eE€A1En npokdAeoe avai-
Opdoei SI1EBVWV Kal KUTIPIaKWV 0p-
yavaoswv. >>17

3/5/2013 Fileleftheros newspaper, page 1 with title ‘Turning a blind eye to ambelopoulia

poachers’.
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INarti xupe lwvd;

Anopieg kal epwrnpatikd npokaAei n
anégpacn Tou unoupyou Aikaloouvng lwva
NikoAdou va teppatiost 4doka tnv koivn
exotpateia akufiotwv kai Actuvopiag yia
nara&n tng AaBpoBnpiag otnv enapxia Ap-
poxwotou. Nigtedoupe 61 0 véog unoupyds
Sev Ba énpene va evBWoE! oTIG ONOIEG MIE-
o€1§ N Silapaptupicg and ATopa mou Evexo-
pévwe ouvd£ovTal PE TO Mapavopo KUKAWHA
nayideuong apnehonouAiwy, £0Tw Kat av

npéoxevtal otov AHZY. O k. NixoAdou opei-
Ac1va Eavaokerei tn AavBaopévn andpa-
0N TOU KaI Va TATaen 10 opyavwpévo Eykin-
pa otv KUnpo nou npoo@EépEer pavpa xpn-
pata o€ 600U§ aoxoAolvIal Pe auTd, EVL
pag exBéter avenavopBuwra SieBvug. O
npdedpog Nikog Avaotaciadng, av eival
evApepog £ni tng and@aong autng, WS
tonoBeteitay

AN,

3/5/2013 Fileleftheros newspaper, page 8 with title ‘Why Mr lonas?’ (article questioning the
political decision of the Minister of Justice, Mr lonas Nikolaou, to withdraw the Anti-
poaching Unit from Famagusta district).

KAipatog aK6pa

voboxeia, 6mou katEAuay. Kmx;;?mm;n;vwi
HEwbveTaL 1 5ridwon ou véou mipogbpoy tou AHEY
ABEpap Neoputou apeows petd my avadedr] 10V

3/5/2013 PoI|t|s newspaper with title ‘The chase for voters supports poaching’.

7) GNYEQEVI | VETAN MAPAIKEYH 3 MAIOY 2013

6EMATA 19

ZoBapéc Katayyehieg nNePIBAAOVTIOTMV
2710 OKAHVi ol (povmbsc TWV MOUAI®V

nspIBaA).nvmmg P
ve 36 y TRV

on o MapaAi
yia Tnv nnmtn meg AquoOnpmg

TOY KYPIAKOY NENHNTAES

Jndevixric avoxf and Ty Kuripia-
xi) Kupépvion «evévaa oty nia-

T v avomnp egappoyi g nokuds

pévoun Kat pn enexu nayi-

Sevon Kai Gavdwon npooTatedEveY

Gypuov TGV, KITODV 0pyavéoess nept-
BaMovnotov.

© Ttvohoyuss Edveojiog Konpov kat

ot Aot TG TG KbMpov exppdzowy Ty aviy-

ouyia xat Svoapéoked ToUG avapopIKd e

REPLOTATIKS, MOV ONUEISONKE 00 Tlapakipvi

o nepaopévo Z4BBaTo. Ee kowij avakoiveor

Ol OPFANQZEIX

Yia va otapanioovy ot enueprioesg g Aot-
vopiag xatd g napdvopng nayisevon, Sia-
opakizoviag 101 1a OUGEPOVI TRV nayIdew-
G, o1 onojot ropody Téov va ouvexioouv

Katd ) SudpKeia 1oV eoptiéve. TIpooBEtony
6u 1) ovyxexpuiévn nmnm nnsqnun eivat
avnouguk, agod «x uovo Sev Siver ©
06T iivopa yia un&:vnﬂ’] avox’, Kdu riow
Mot 0 EVBIAQENGHEVOL POpEIS OUHGEVIOaY
om Auaxiipugn G Adpvaxag, Tov 106kio o
2011. Aviifewa, evéappiver T ovvéyion g
napdvouns avuc SpactpidTTIag Kar Kdvet
v mm{n Ny6TEpo anoteAEOpaTIKT] Kat Ov-
i 0w ot oG,
o Entport Evivaa om Zpay ey Tov-
Mubv (CABS) kai 10'18pvpa yia Ty Tlpootacia
G BonowASTIIag (SPA) KataSIKAZoLV e
ToV TUO QREPIPPACTO KAl KATIYOPNHATIKG
péno v nokrur} andpaon yia Gpieco T
Hanoy6 T épewvag nesiou, nov.
evévia oy napdvon ka n cmmmq

i EeEEre
HNBEVIKAG GVOXAG oTNV Kuvopw Kard me KUBED\IIIO’IIQ - dypuav VGV oTig enapyies Adpvaxag Kau
naYIBEUoN GyPIY ATAVGOV mm o, @

av Zexabapa ApxéC TS 0 TEPUATIONGS TG MapOTiG LOoTHPIENS
Ba»amm 0pYavOOEWY Mrmu om M g Kunpiakng Anpiokpariac dev eival dio- ané my Kunpiaxr] Aotovopia kat OLYKEKDL-
mu;, gépo Kinpo, eival  TeBenéy piav nph uévao G otevrig
ot 6Aeg Kal n A fc eve ixe neio e To Ko TIdTagng
m Guabicaola exhoyrig yia ) 8éon mu Avue GMoug pag, K AaBpobnpia. -Anotehei o (KI1A) anoterel epia ovvenKo-
Spov 61 UNApXe! pia 1OXUPA npoBeoya oUVIOTa piav

QnaITGVIag TV anopdxpuvon Tov K}uuax(au unoothpitn amis onoi- nonok

Tldagng AaBpoenpiag and 1 KokKIvoxGpia  GYKaY MVG & NOATIKG €ninedo, Nap £ 6AG 10 EUPIGIKG KPATN EXOUY VaNG- ™ vopodeoia g Kunpiaxiis Anpoxpariag

KAl TOV TEpHATIONS TV WEVOY £t me B yi Kai ¢ EVpwnaixiigEveonc.

Xepriosov nétagng nayisevong L oneG X0 i, 01

by OVNGV, { Véyioug npoé o€ 6An v Kunpo
10 Khydio, Katd T SidpKewa TG AvoiEng vieq v npoor ave- H Sieovilc nepipaloviik opydveon
i i pioy . 0 K. ManaoTuhiG-  GEPE O EMIOTAHOVAC, Y1a Va NPOTBETEL: CABS, o€ ouvepyacia e 10 SPA, Tipayua-
vou “nid sidoug neMarer  TonOLEd NepioBeleg Npootaoiag MoVNiGY oy
MVEVE  GKGV OXEOEWY, Kbnpo kdBe dvoign Kat pBENLpo, and 1o
o b W avriBeon TIG OXETF  POVIQ TG 0NOIGG NAPAYVWPILOLY KAl NG~ 2008. Ot neplodeies Mpootaciag MovAby
aMd xau v éviovy 006 yia me. Ta paialouv i Kaine-  anoteholy tavtypova Epevves neiov ev-
v nokuxr} andgaon nov Tekkd ndponKe i 10 nepaoyé-  Siaiopara oMoV Tav Ki- peiag KA{jaxag Kat exopateie ndtagng
¥ va arooupdei o Khudio dtagns Aadgo-  vo Zopfaro, T ouvEN-  npIGy noATGy, sival emier TG {ag, ot onoleq 6

enpiag and 1a
00T TG ANITOELG TGV HapaNOVODEVRY

560 opés Tov xpévo, katd m Sidpreia Twv
TEPOBOV anoSANONG Twv MOVNGY.

3/5/2013 Simerini newspaper, page 19 with title ‘Killers of birds take the stand’.
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Opyavavovtal o1 (ikol
Mapadoolakoy Kuvnyiou

NPATMATONOIHBHKE npdopata oTo oiknpa Tng Komeu-
1kng Opyavwaong EAetBepng Neploxng Appoxwatou (KO-
ENA) ato NMapakipvi, GUYKEVIPWON TIOATAGY, O1 OTIoi0! BN-
Awvouv @ikot kat onadol twv napadoaiakmv peBOdwvY
kuvnyiou Kat S1ekdIKoUV Tn vopIpomoinan Toug. £tn Sidp-
KELO TNG TUYKEVTPWONG, £yive aviaAhayn andewv kat
£10nYROEWVY, Y1a Tov KAAUTEPO TPOMO diekdiknang Twv Oi-
KQIWwPATwV TOUG Kat vopiporoinan twy SlekBIkATEWY TOUC,
Mpog Tov oKoMO auTé CUTTABNKE POTWPIVO BIOIKNTIKO
oupBoUAo, To omoio aveAape va poxwpnael otn olotaon
TuvdEopOU YIa 0pyavwaon o€ iaykumpla Baon, OAwv Twv
@ilwv Twv napadootakwv peBOdwv kuvnyiou. To mpoow-
pIvo oupBoUAio avehape emiong, og

Oa auy;(/\negl' ouvepyaoia Pe VORIKOUG, va GUVIGEEL
16puikr KGIGGII(]IIK(? kaiva npoxg)pr'\csl o £Y-
ouvélevon  YPaon ps):wv, (OTE EVIOE 45 NHEPAV
va ouykaheael I1dputikn Zuveeuon Tou

TuvdEapou. Mpoowpivi £8pa Tou opi-

31/5/2013, Fileleftheros newspaper with title ‘Friends of traditional hunting get organised’.
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