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Nepidnyn

H mnoapolvoa avadopd mapouclalel Ta TEAEUTAl EUPNUATA TOU GUVEXOUEVOU KOl
OUOTNUATIKOU TIPOYPAUHUATOG TapakoAolBnong tng mapdvoung mayideuong mouvAlwyv tou
Mtnvoloylkol Tuvbéopou Kompou yla to ¢pOwvonwpo 2013, evw mopdAAnAo KAVEL KoL Lo
QVOLOKOTINGN TNG KATAOTOONG IOV ETLKPATEL yLa auTo To O€pa oto vnol. Emonuaivetal otLn
avadopd auth €XeL WG KUPLO OTOXO TOug umeVBuvoug ota KEvtpa ANPng amopacewv Kat
TOUC TIOALTIKOUG, UE OKOTIO TNV EVNUEPWAN, TNV EVOLoONTOMOLNON KaL TNV Kvntomoinon yla
TIO QMOTEAECUATIK) O6pAon ylo OVTIUETWIILON OUTOU TOU XPOVIOU OLKOAOYLKOU
npoPBAnRuatog, to onolo €xel auénBel Spapatikd Ta TeEAeUTAlA XpoOvLa.

H avaAuon twv dedopévwy amnod tv £peuva nedlou Seiyvel 6Tl kataypadnKav cuvoAkd 13
XALopeTpa Sladpouwy ylo dixtuo mou Atav evepyd to $pOwonwpo 2013 - éva peydio
TooooTo amnd autd PBp£bnkav otn Bpetavikr Bdaon tng AskéAelog. Me autd ta emineda
nayideuong ektipdtol 0Tt w¢ Kat 1,1 ekatopppla mtnva Unopel va Bavatwdnkav eviog tng
neploxng €peuvag. H xprion Sytvwv auvénbnke katd 54% oe oUykplon e to €tog 2002
oUpPWVA HE TNV AVAAUGT TIOU €YLVE 0TO Ttpoypappa TRIM, kal ta ¢peTva entineda nrav ano
ta PnAdtepa MoU Kataypadnkav anod tnv apxn Tou TPoypappoTog mapakoloubnonc. Ooo
yla ta £6Bepya, kataypddnkov cUVOALKA Ttavw amo 9 000 cUudwva e Ta oTolyeia mataéng
Twv appodiwv apywv kot dAeg MKO, katd mAswodndia oe meploxég tng Anuokpartiag,
SelyvovTtag £T0L TNV EKTETAPEVN XPNON TWV EOPEPYWV TTOU YIVETAL TTAEOV.

Q¢ ouumépoopa, Ta otolxela tng €peuvag mediou emiPBefaiwvouv OTL N TAPAVOUN
Sdpaoctnplotnta mayibsuong mouAwwy, toéoo pe Sixtua 600 Kal pe E0Bepya, elval €KToOC
eAéyxou, avaTpEMOVTAG OAA TA (CUYKPLTIKA) BETIKA AmMOTEAECATA TTOU €MITELXONKAV TIPLV
arno to 2007.

Tooo n Kumplakn Anpokpatia 60o kat n Aloiknon twv Bpetavikwv Baoswv aduvatouv va
EKTIANPWOOUV TIC UTIOXPEWOELS TOUC cUpdwva pe tnv Odnyia yla ta MNtnva. H Anuokpartia
€Xel kuplwg va aoxoAnBel pe tnv xpnon foPépywv mou Mapoucldlel pa ouvex{Opevn
HEYAAN av€non Kal Ta £oTlaTopla Tou oepPipouv mapdvopa mayldeuuéva MouALld, evw n
Bdon tng AekéAelag €xeL ylvel pLa Tteploxn Omou n xprion Sixtuwv yla nayidsuon mMouAlwv
elval ektetapévn, 6mou ol dpOwonwpveég kataypadeg yia tn xprnon Situwyv £6el€av yla
AOAAN pa dopad ta emineda va gival moAl unAotepa oTic Bpetavikég Baoelg oe oUykplon Ue
™ Anpokpartia.

O Mtnvoloylkdg 2uvdeopog Kompou avayvwpilel TIC mpoomndBele¢ mAtaéng amo tnv
Yninpeoia Onpag & Navidag kat and to KAywdakio Mataéng Aabpobnpiag Twv Bpetavikwy
Bdoswv, blaitepa tn¢ Ymnpeoiag OApoag n omola autd to ¢Owonwpo Atoav 1o
amoteAeopatiky otnv cUAANYN maydeutwy Kat oty Slwén toug. Oco yla to KAlpdkio
MNatagng Aabpobnpilag tng Aotuvopiag Kumpou, ol mpoomdBeleg matafng ATov TOAU
TLEPLOPLOUEVEG AUTO TO PpOWVOTWPO, e eNALOTEC CUAAYELS KOl KATAOXECELS QO HEPOUG
Tou, olaitepa Otav OUYKPLOBOUV LE TA QMOTEAEOUHATA TWV Tpoomabslwy yla TNy dla
niepiodo tou 2012. EmunmAéov, n maATagn KATd Twv eotlatopiwy mou oepPipouv apmelonovAla
ATOV TIEPLOPLOUEVN, KATL Blaitepa avnouxnTikd Mo KOl TO €0TLOTOPLA  ATtOTEAOUV TO



KUPLOTEPO OLKOVOLILKO KIVNTPO QUTHG TNG TApAvVopNg dpaotnplotntag, éva {tnua To omnolo
KoL oL SU0 apUOSLEG aPXEG TNG AnUOKPATIOC Ba TIPETIEL VO AVTLUETWITIOOUV ETMELYOVTWC.

H moAwtikry BoUAnon PBpioketal ota YopnAotepa enimedo Twv TEAEUTAIWV ETWV KAl O
MtnvoAoylkdg ZUvSeopog MLoTeVEL OTL N TEPLOPLOPEVN SLWKTLKA Spdcn TnG AcTtuvopiog
KOmpou ¢€tog €xel apeon oxéon Ue auth. Ano Stddopa cupBavta mou £ylvav Kol Tn
dnuoocloypadiky KAAUYPn Tou TNEeEPACUEVOU £€TOUG, eival ekaBapo OTL n mapdvoun
nayidevuon mouAlwv Sev amoteAel TpoTepaldOTNTA ylot TN OnUeEPWR KuBEpvnon, evw
napdAnAa daivetal va UTIAPYEL KL OTAGCN CUUMAOELOG OPLOUEVWY UTIOUPYWV TIPOC TV
amokaloUpevn ‘Tapadoaotakrn mayidsuon’. Auto eival TMOAU amoyonteuTIKO Lolaitepa HETA
v ‘Alaknpuén tne Adpvakag’ to 2011, 6tav OAoL ol CUPUETEXOVTEG ouudwvnoav OtL Ba
mpémnel va umapfel ‘undevikiy oavoxn’ Katd TNG Tapavopng Bavatwong TouAlwv,
oupmneplhappovopévou kat Tou Yroupyeiou Awkatoclvng kat Anpooiag Tafewg. AuoTuxwg
HOALG 2 xpovia PETA €€akOAOUBEL va UNv UMAPXEL TIPAYHOTLKA TOALTIK BoUANGCN yla thv
epappoyy autig TG SLKNPULUENG 1N TNV OUCLOCTLKA OVTIUETWIILON TNG TOPAVOUNG
nayidevong mMouALwv.

Ao tn BeTikn MAeUpad, o Mtnvoloylkog 2Uvdeopog Kumpou cuvéxloe Tnv mpwtoBoulia Tou
yla tnv ekmovnon evog Itpatnywkol Xxediou Apaong (ZZA) yla TNV OVTIUETWILON TNG
mapavounc mayidevong mouAwwv otnv Kumpo, pe xpnuatodotnon amod to 16pupa MAVA.
AlopyavwBnke éva Seltepo epyaothpl ota péoa NoguPBpiou 2013, 6mou MpookaAEoTnKOY
olot oL evlladepopevol popeig yla va culnToouV AEMTOUEPWS HLO. KOLVI) OTPATNYLKA yla
TNV OVTILETWTTILION auTtol tou {ntnuatog. To epyaotrpl ATav oAU €MOKOSOUNTIKO Kol O
MtnvoAoylkdg otoxeVEeL vo. OAOKANPWOEL TO TEALKO Kelpevo oTig apyxEg tou 2014, To omoio Ba
anootalel otoug diadopoug evdladepopevous popeic e oToOXO TNV eniteuén cupdwviag
yla tnv utoB£tnor) tou amo 6Aouc.

Me ta onpepva enineda nayideuong MOUALWY €ilval EQPETIKA ONUOVIIKO VA UTIAPEEL HLa
KOLVI] OTPATNYLKA O aUTO To BEpa, OXL LOVO €MeLd) Ba MEPACEL TO UAVUMO TNG ‘UNOEVIKAC
avoxng Katd tng mopavoung mayideuong mouAlwv, oAAd Kol To OTL Ba amoteAéoel pa
€voelln mpog tnv Eupwnaikn Emtpomnn kat ta dAAa HéEAN KpAtn OTL Tooo n Kumpog 6co Kal
T0 Hvwpévo Bacilelo kAvouv mpoomdBeleg yla va EKTTANPWOOUV TG UTIOXPEWOELG TOUG
oUpdwva pe tnv O8nyla yla ta Ntnvd. Q¢ ek ToUToU, €lval TIOAU GNUAVTLIKO OMWE OAoL oL
evlladepouevol popeig kat ol unmevBuvol ota kévipa ARPnG amodAcewv va EUTAAKOUV
EVEPYA OTNV €yKpLON KoL TNV €hOpUOYn OQUTAG TNG OTPOTNYLIKNG, WOTE va ekAelpel pua
OLKOAOYLKA ETTLALLLOL TIPAKTLKA.

H avadopd xwpiletal ota akdolouBa kepdlata:

e Keddlawo 1 mapouoidlel pa cvvodn tng mayidsvong mouvAwwv otnv Kompo, Sivel
KATIOLA LOTOPLKA OTOLXELO QUTAC TNE Spactnplotntag, Kavel avadopd otnv €0vikn
vopoBeoia 6oov adopd TNV MPocTacio TWV MTNVWV KL TTAPoUCLAlEL TNV TPEXOUTA
Katdaotoon,

e Keddlawo 2 mapoucldlel To TPOypapUda TtapakoAolBnong tou Mtnvoloylkou
Yuvdéapou Kumpou,



e Keddlawo 3 mapouctalel Ta amoteAéopata TG €peuvag mediou Kol TV avaiuon
amno To mpoypappa TRIM, ta otolyeia amod tig mpoonabeleg mataing Twv appodiwy
OPXWV KL TO TIOALTIKO KAl KOWVWVLKO KALpa TTou emikpartel, kot

e Keddlawo 4 eival n oulntnon, OmMou yivetal P cuvoyn TNG KATAOTACNG TNG
TapAavoung mayideuong MoUALWV Kot Toviletal n onuacia evog I3A, cuppwvnuévo
arnd 6Aoug.

Ta £€€06a yla TNV gpyaocia mediov tou Mtnvoloylkol (KaUola, To VEO AUTOKIvNTO), KOBWG
Kal ta £€0da Twv ekdotote eBehovtwy, KOAUTTEL N opyavwon Tou BirdLife International otn
lepuavia, NABU, kaBwg kat to Heinz Sielmann Stiftung Foundation, evw to RSPB kaAUmTteL
Tou¢ pLobouc.



Summary

This report presents the latest findings of the on-going and systematic BirdLife Cyprus
surveillance programme on illegal bird trapping, relating to the autumn 2013 season, while
also providing an overview of the current climate regarding this issue on the island. It is
highlighted that this report is mainly aimed at top decision makers and politicians, with the
aim of informing, raising awareness and generating momentum for more effective action to
tackle this chronic ecological problem, which has grown dramatically in the last few years.

The analysis of the survey data shows that 13 km of net rides were active during the autumn
of 2013 - a large proportion of these in the Dhekelia SBA. These trapping levels could have
resulted in 1.1 million birds killed within the survey area. Mist netting activity has increased
by 54% compared to 2002 based on analysis from the TRIM software, and was one of the
highest ever recorded since the start of the surveillance programme. With regards to
limesticks more than 9,000 in total were reported from enforcement agencies and other
NGOs, mostly within the Republic, highlighting the extensive limestick use that is taking
place nowadays.

In conclusion, the survey data and the analysis confirm that illegal bird trapping activity,
both with mist nets and limesticks, is getting out of control, reversing all the (relatively)
positive results achieved prior to 2007.

Both the Republic of Cyprus and the UK sovereign base areas (SBA) Administration are failing
to meet their obligations under the Birds Directive. The Republic has in particular to deal
with the continued resurgence in limesticks use and the restaurants that illegally serve the
trapped birds, while the Dhekelia SBA area has become a mist netting hotspot, with autumn
mist netting levels once again very much higher in the SBAs than the Republic.

The enforcement efforts of the Cyprus Game & Fauna Service and the SBA Police Anti-
poaching unit are acknowledged by BirdLife Cyprus, in particular of the Game Service which
has been more effective this autumn in using its resources for making arrests and
prosecutions. With regards to the Cyprus Police Anti-poaching unit, its enforcement effort
has been extremely limited this autumn, with very few arrests & confiscations taking place,
particularly when it is compared with the same period in 2012. Furthermore, enforcement
against restaurants serving ambelopoulia has been limited, something that is particularly
worrying since they are the key economic driver of illegal activity, and an issue that both
authorities of the Republic need to tackle urgently.

The lack of political will from the current government to take effective action against the
problem of illegal bird trapping, is at its lowest level of the past few years and BirdLife
Cyprus believes that the limited enforcement action of the Cyprus Police this year is closely
linked to the lack of political will From various incidents and the media coverage of the past
year, it has become clear that illegal bird trapping is not a priority issue for the current
government, whereas there seems to be a sympathetic attitude among some Ministers for
‘traditional’ trapping. This is very disappointing particularly after the ‘Larnaca Declaration’ in
2011 when a ‘zero tolerance’ approach was pledged by all the participants, including the



Ministry of Justice and Public Order, but just 2 years after there is still no real political will to
implement this declaration or tackle it in any significant way the illegal bird trapping issue.

On the positive side, BirdLife Cyprus continued its initiative to develop a Strategic Action
Plan (StAP) to tackle illegal bird trapping in Cyprus with funding from the MAVA Foundation.
A second workshop was organized in mid-November 2013, inviting all the key stakeholders
to discuss in detail a common and joint strategy to tackle this issue. The workshop was very
constructive and BirdLife Cyprus is aiming to produce a final document by early 2014, which
will be passed on to the various stakeholders for their agreement and adoption.

It is very important with the current trapping activity levels in mind to have a common
strategy on this issue, not only because it will pass the message of ‘zero tolerance’ approach
towards illegal bird trapping but also it will be an indication to the EU Commission and the
other Member States that both Cyprus and the UK are working hard to meet their
obligations under the Birds Directive. Therefore it is critical that all stakeholders and decision
makers are proactively engaged in the adoption and implementation of this strategy against
an ecologically damaging practice.

The report is separated into the following sections:

o Section 1 provides an overview of the bird trapping in Cyprus, gives some
historical background to this activity, makes reference to the national legislation
regarding bird protection and presents the current situation,

. Section 2 describes the historical outline of the surveillance programme of
BirdLife Cyprus, and

. Section 3 presents the survey data from the monitoring programme and the
analysis from the TRIM software, summarises the enforcement data of the
competent authorities and gives an outline of the political and social attitudes
regarding this issue, and

. Section 4 is the discussion, giving an overview of the illegal bird trapping
situation and highlighting the importance of a StAP, agreed by all.

All the running costs for the field work (fuel, new car), as well as all the volunteer costs were
covered by the Partner of BirdLife International in Germany, NABU, together with the Heinz
Sielmann Stiftung Foundation, while the RSPB covers salaries.



1. Overview of bird trapping in Cyprus

Bird trapping in Cyprus has been illegal since 1974, when legislation on hunting was
introduced with Law 39/74 and non-selective methods such as mist nets, limesticks and
traps were prohibited. Moreover, in 1988 Cyprus ratified the 1979 Bern Convention on the
Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats, enlisting a long list of birds as
protected, including the Blackcap (Sylvia atricapilla) (blackcaps are the main target species of
illegal bird trapping in Cyprus). With Cyprus joining the EU, EU Birds Directive (2009/147/EC,
formerly 79/409/EEC) was transposed into Cyprus Law N. 152(1)/2003, prohibiting anew the
use of non-selective methods including mist nets, limesticks and calling devices but also the
possession of trapping equipment, trapped birds and the trading and eating of trapped
birds.

Historically, trapped birds — mostly Blackcaps - were a food supplement for the mostly poor
island inhabitants living off the land. The practice of bird trapping in Cyprus has been
recorded in historical documents from the Middle Ages and even earlier times. Trapping as
practiced in Cyprus today bears no relation to the ‘traditional’ or historical situation.

Nowadays, bird trapping in Cyprus is widespread and extensive, contributing to the large
scale killing of hundreds of thousands of migratory and wintering birds, and survey records
show that 152 bird species have been found trapped in mist nets or limesticks, of which 78
are listed as threatened by the EU Birds Directive and / or BirdLife International (see the
autumn 2012 report for the list of trapped bird species)®. This is a clear indication of the non-
selective nature of these methods. This illegal activity has become a profitable business
which is controlled to a large extent by the ‘big’ trappers who are also involved in organised
crime, and the Cyprus Game & Fauna Service estimated this illegal business to be of the
order of millions of euros.

This report presents the latest survey results for autumn 2013, when trappers are after
migratory birds, with the main target species being blackcaps (Sylvia atricapilla) and other
migrant songbirds. Trapped birds are either served as expensive ambelopoulia delicacies in
local restaurants or are used for home consumption.

! ‘Update on illegal bird trapping activity in Cyprus’, December 2012. BirdLife Cyprus.
http://www.birdlifecyprus.org/upload/Trapping%20Reports/Autumn%202012%20Trapping%20Repor
t.pdf.



http://www.birdlifecyprus.org/upload/Trapping%20Reports/Autumn%202012%20Trapping%20Report.pdf
http://www.birdlifecyprus.org/upload/Trapping%20Reports/Autumn%202012%20Trapping%20Report.pdf

2. BirdLife Cyprus Surveillance programme

BirdLife Cyprus is a non-profit NGO working for the protection and conservation of birds,
their habitats and wider biodiversity, and is the Partner of BirdLife International in Cyprus.
With support from the RSPB (BirdLife partner in the UK), BirdLife Cyprus has undertaken a
systematic surveillance programme of illegal bird trapping in Cyprus since autumn 2002,
providing a long record of trapping activity and giving the NGO a very good measure of
expertise on the issue. The surveillance programme follows a ‘Bird Trapping Monitoring
Protocol’ that was developed by BirdLife Cyprus and the RSPB, in consultation with the
Cyprus Game & Fauna Service and the British Sovereign Base Area (SBA) police at the start of
the programme. Figure 1 shows a map where bird trapping takes place in Cyprus; monitoring
is concentrated in the two areas (numbered 1 and 2) where extensive trapping takes place:

1. Kokkinochoria area (Eastern Larnaca/Famagusta area) — this area also includes
the Dhekelia Eastern Sovereign Base (ESBA) area), and

2. Ayios Theodoros and Maroni area (Western Larnaca).

Map of Cyprus indicating the main trapping areas

Main Trapping Areas

1. Kokkinochoria (Larnaca/Famagusta Area)
2. Ayios Theodoros - Maroni Area
3. Kiti Area
4. Lythrodontas Area
5. Troodos Area
6. Solea Valley
7. Marathasa Valley
8. Kampos Valley
9. Akamas Area
® 2010 Europa Technologies 10. Peyia Area

e e =.GOOgle
2010 Google
® 2010 Basarsoft

Figure 1 Map of Cyprus showing the main trapping areas

Although trapping is also an issue in other areas of Cyprus, the survey efforts focus on these
two main areas due to resource limitations and because they hold the highest trapping
activity.

The monitoring is undertaken by visiting a random selection of sample squares (1 km?)
during daytime hours, with a focus on detecting mist netting activity. Limesticks are
recorded if they are found while searching for mist nets. The number of squares has been
stratified to ensure a representative coverage of areas under SBA administration and the
Republic of Cyprus. For more details on the methodology of BirdLife Cyprus read Appendix 3.



The project is undertaken in close co-operation with the competent authorities of the
Republic of Cyprus (the Game & Fauna Service and the Cyprus Police Anti-poaching unit) and
the SBA Police. When trapping paraphernalia is found, the BirdLife Cyprus team immediately
contacts the relevant enforcement authorities. It should be noted that the BirdLife Cyprus
observers never confront suspected trappers and never remove trapping paraphernalia.

BirdLife Cyprus would like to note its particular thanks to the RSPB/BirdLife in the UK, for
supporting the project financially since the beginning. Furthermore BirdLife Cyprus would
like to thank NABU (partner of BirdLife International in Germany) and the Heinz Sielmann
Stiftung Foundation for their financial support for the spring and autumn 2013 surveys.
NABU and the Heinz Sielmann Stiftung Foundation cover the running costs and volunteer
costs of the surveillance programme, whereas the RSPB covers salaries.
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3. Results

Survey results

Field survey data
The field survey for autumn 2013 was carried out between September and October 2013

following the standard survey protocol. In total 50 squares® were surveyed during this period
and BirdLife Cyprus reported all trapping finds to the relevant enforcement authorities,
either the SBA Police, the Game & Fauna Service or the Cyprus Police Anti-poaching Unit,
depending on the location of the finds.

A summary of the field data for autumn 2013 is presented in Appendix 1. In total the findings
of the survey included 2,191 metres of active net rides (cleared “runs” in acacia plantations
or other habitats e.g. orchards, olive trees, either holding nets or where there was clear
evidence of preparation for the setting and/or use of nets) and 18 mist nets found in situ
(either classified as Active Set Nets or Active Unset Nets®). Opportunistic checks outside the
survey squares detected an additional 413 metres of active net rides and 11 mist nets in situ
(see Appendix 1).

The total length of active mist net rides within the 406 km? survey area (Larnaka - Famagusta
and Ayios Theodoros — Maroni areas) can be estimated at about 13 km (2,191 m x 301 / 50)*.

In terms of limesticks, BirdLife Cyprus detected 116 limesticks this autumn (compared to 275
limesticks from autumn 2012) within the surveyed squares and 61 limesticks during
opportunistic checks (see Appendix 1). However, it is noted here that BirdLife Cyprus does
not focus its field survey on the detection of limesticks, as other organisations do. For
example, during a 3 week camp of the Committee Against Bird Slaughter (CABS) a total of
4,419 limesticks, 60 mist nets and 136 electronic decoy devices were detected for autumn
2013°. In addition another organisation, Migratory Birds Conservation in Cyprus (MBCC)
detected during their 4-week survey a total of 464 limesticks, 4 mist nets and 7 decoys®. It is
highlighted that nearly all the limesticks detected by CABS and MBCC were in areas
controlled by the Republic of Cyprus.

2 Normally 60 squares are covered during the autumn surveys, however BirdLife Cyprus has optimised
its surveillance programme to cover 50 squares but maintaining the validity of the field survey in
order to have reliable trapping activity trends.

? Active Set Net (ASN) is a net ride where the mist net is in situ and is set and ready for catching birds.
Active Unset Net (AUN) is a net ride where the mist net is in situ but is furled i.e. the mist net is not
stretched up for catching birds but lowered down.

* There are 301 1 km® squares in the survey area that are classified as suitable for trapping activity (on
the basis of vegetation characteristics) and 50 of these squares were surveyed in Autumn 2013.

> Survey data provided on 28" November 2013 via email correspondence with CABS representative.

® MBCC (November 2013) ‘Cyprus Annual report 2013 — Malice and Human Cruelty — Zero tolerance of
illegal killing of wild birds’.
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Autumn netting activity and average net ride indicator
Table 1 summarises the raw data from the survey work. It shows the number of squares

surveyed, the total length (m) of net rides recorded from all the squares surveyed and the
average net ride (m) per square for each autumn season since 2002. Figure 2 shows this
data in a graphical form, indicating the average net ride per squared surveyed for each
season. In previous years the analysis of the survey data was undertaken in Excel and the
average net ride indicator was used to draw the trapping patterns and trends. For the first
time this season BirdLife Cyprus has used a new analytical tool, the TRIM programme, which
can draw a more reliable trend analysis as it takes into consideration the difference in

sample size between the years (see next section).

Table 1 Number of squares surveyed each autumn period since 2002

Autumn
season

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

No of
squares
surveyed

60

60

59

60

80

100

100

100

98

60

58

50

Total length
(m) of net
rides

769

1,538

632

665

908

2,479

2,302

3,098

5,407

3,055

3,266

2,191

Average net
ride (m)1

13

26

11

11

11

25

23

31

55

51

56

44

Note 1: Average net ride (m) per square surveyed

Average length of active net rides (m)
per square surveyed
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Autumn trapping activity for mist netting
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Figure 2 Autumn bird trapping activity with the use of mist nets — average length of net
ride (m) per square surveyed

12




It is clear that mist netting activity has increased sharply since 2007, as seen in the above
graph, and has remained at very high levels for the last 4 years as indicated by the average
net ride indicator. The extensive problem in limestick use is also true, based mostly on
data from CABS and MBCC.

Based on the data gathered in the field this autumn, we can estimate that over 1.1 million
birds could have been killed within the survey area and over 1.5 million could have been
killed across the whole of Cyprus’ (see Appendix 2 for details). If one were to split the
potential death toll estimate between jurisdictions within the survey area (1.1 million birds)
based on the trapping paraphernalia found, then around 600,000 birds would be the
potential killed in the Republic and 500,000 in the SBAs. Note however, that the limestick toll
is not fully covered in this estimate, which would make the potential kill in the Republic even
higher.

Trends in autumn netting activity using the TRIM software
The TRIM software has been applied for the first time this autumn season to undertake the

trend analysis for the netting activity. From the surveillance programme BirdLife Cyprus has
been gathering field data in a systematic manner for over a decade and it is possible to use
such programmes for the analysis. BirdLife Cyprus would like to thank the RSPB for their help
and support in undertaking the TRIM trend analysis.

TRIM (TRends & Indices for Monitoring data) is a program for the analysis of time series of
counts with missing observations. The program can be used to estimate indices and trends
and to assess the effects of covariates on these indices and trends. TRIM analyses time
series of counts, using Poisson regression and produces estimates of yearly indices and
trends (Panneloek & van Strien 2005)%. If observations are missing, TRIM estimates the
missing values on the basis of changes observed on plots that were monitored.

In other words, TRIM enables us to use the data from all the trapping survey squares ever
surveyed under the BirdLife Cyprus surveillance programme during the autumn period, in
total 104 squares, even though these squares were not all covered each autumn season. The
programme ‘fills in” missing values for squares that were not covered in a particular year on
the basis of the general trend derived from the data as a whole. The TRIM software (freely
available from http://www.ebcc.info/trim.html) is very widely used for analysis of field data

from ecological or biological studies. It works as an index, setting the first year of a time
series of data the value of 100 (in this case year 2002) and showing up or down changes in
subsequent years relative to this value of 100.

’ The estimate also includes any bird trapping that takes place in the occupied parts of Cyprus,
although trapping levels are relatively low based on information provided to BirdLife Cyprus by other
organisations and our joint survey work in the occupied areas with the Turkish Cypriot bird protection
society, KUSKOR. This is also the reason why the occupied areas are not presented as a main trapping
area in Figure 1.

8 Pannekoek, J. & van Strien, A. 2005. TRIM 3 Manual (TRends & Indices for Monitoring data).
Statistics Netherlands
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The trends in autumn netting activity from the TRIM analysis are shown in Figure 3.

Trends for autumn trapping activity for mist netting
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Figure 3 Trends for autumn bird trapping activity with the use of mist nets since 2002
across 104 squares — TRIM analysis.

Mist netting activity for autumn 2013 remained at very high levels, maintaining the pattern
of the past few years when we have been observing a dramatic increase in this illegal
activity, as shown in the graph above. Overall mist netting levels this autumn were 54%
higher than in 2002 (index value of 100) and was one of the highest ever recorded since the
start of the surveillance programme. In comparison to the findings of last year, trapping
activity in autumn 2013 was similar to autumn 2012 (with a small decrease of 2% by
comparing index points difference from 158 to 154).

Figure 4 summarises autumn mist netting activity under different jurisdictions using the

TRIM analytical programme.
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Trends in autumn trapping activity for mist netting under
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Figure 4 Trends in trapping activity for mist netting within the Republic of Cyprus and
within the UK Sovereign Base Area — TRIM analysis.

The sample of 104 squares includes 80 squares within the Republic of Cyprus, 19 within the
Dhekelia SBA and 5 squares that cover areas in both jurisdictions (referred to as ‘Joint’
squares). In autumn 2013, 35 squares within the Republic of Cyprus, 12 squares within the
SBA and 3 ‘Joint’ squares were covered. However, for the analysis and the graph shown
above, we have excluded the 5 ‘Joint’ squares that are part of the total sample of 104
squares, in order not to skew the account for neither the RoC nor the SBAs, i.e. any mist
netting activity found in ‘Joint’ squares has not been included.

e For the Republic areas, autumn 2013 mist netting activity showed a slight decrease
of 5% compared to autumn 2012 (by comparing index points difference from 131 to
125). In comparison to 2002 there has been an increase of 25% for autumn 2013.

e For the SBA areas, autumn 2013 mist netting activity showed an increase of 4%
compared to autumn 2012 (by comparing index points difference from 270 to 280
values. In comparison to 2002 there has been an increase of 180% for autumn
2013.

e Overall it is clear from Figure 4 that mist netting activity has increased in both
jurisdictions compared to the reference year of 2002. Particularly for the Eastern
SBA areas, the mist netting activity is much higher compared to the Republic, a
pattern that has held in recent years, primarily due to the mist netting hotspot of
Cape Pyla.
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On the other hand the Republic has seen a resurgence in limestick use, as confirmed by the
survey data of other environmental NGOs (CABS and MBCC) and by the enforcement data
provided from competent authorities (see section below).

Enforcement

There are 3 competent authorities that are responsible for enforcement against illegal bird
trapping in Cyprus: the Game & Fauna Service and the Cyprus Police Anti-Poaching unit that
are responsible for areas controlled under the Republic of Cyprus, and the SBA Police Anti-
Poaching unit responsible for areas within the UK sovereign base areas. The resources of the
above-mentioned enforcement bodies are as follows:

e Game & Fauna Service, the responsible body for the implementation of the Birds
Directive, has about 90 wardens in total across the whole of island. The Larnaca &
Famagusta district, where most of the bird trapping takes place in Cyprus and where
the survey area of BirdLife Cyprus is focused, has in total 20 game wardens.

e Cyprus Police Anti-Poaching Unit has 5 officers (used to be 10 police officers in 2011-
2012 but resources have been reallocated)

e SBA Police Anti-Poaching Unit is a team of 4 officers to cover the Eastern Dhekelia
Sovereign Base Area.

Table 2 summarises the enforcement data of the 3 competent authorities regarding illegal
bird trapping for the months of August, September and October, the main period for bird
trapping in Cyprus, for years 2011 - 2013.

Table 2 Summary of illegal bird trapping statistics of the competent authorities for the
months of August, September and October for years 2011 - 2013

Game & Fauna Service — | SBA Police Anti- | Cyprus Police Anti-
Larnaca & Famagusta district Poaching Unit® Poaching Unit*
Years 2011 2012 2013 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013
No of prosecutions | 54 58 76 23 21 22 NA 22 NA
No of trappers | 57 70 78 23 22 22 NA NA NA
arrested
No of mist nets 204 311 287 361 275 227 NA 116 NA
No of limesticks" 2,550 5,372 3,830 290 314 516 NA 4,799 | NA

Note 1: The total number includes both trapping paraphernalia (mist nets and limesticks) collected as
court evidence when an arrest takes place and confiscations.

Note 2: Data provided from the District Officer of Game & Fauna Service of the Larnaca & Famagusta
district (December 2013).

Note 3: Data provided from Intelligence analyst of SBA Police (November 2013).
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Note 4: No data was provided from the Cyprus Police Anti-Poaching Unit regarding its anti-trapping
action for autumn 2013.

e Game & Fauna Service — Larnaca & Famagusta district: From the enforcement data it

is clear that for this autumn there has been a significant increase in the number of
prosecutions, which also resulted in more trappers being arrested. In terms of mist
nets confiscated the number is similar to last year whereas with regards to limesticks
the number is lower than last year (but higher than 2011). It is clear from these data
that the Game & Fauna Service, with the same personnel as last year, has improved
their effectiveness on the field in arresting trappers and making prosecutions,
particularly in terms of mist netting activity. This is an encouraging outcome that
BirdLife Cyprus acknowledges and congratulates the Game and Fauna Service for.
But it must be noted that in terms of limesticks, the Republic has become a hotspot
for limestick use, confirmed both by the enforcement data in Table 2 but also from
other organisations (CABS and MBCC) — the data from all the stakeholders located
nearly 9,000 limesticks within the Republic for autumn 2013.

e SBA Police Anti-Poaching Unit — Dhekelia Sovereign Base: The enforcement data

show that a similar number of trappers have been arrested, a lower number of mist
nets and a higher number of limesticks were confiscated for autumn 2013 compared
to the previous autumn seasons. It is clear from the enforcement data of the last
few years that the personnel of the SBA Police anti-poaching unit are stretched,
particularly in terms of making prosecutions. BirdLife Cyprus acknowledges the
efforts of the enforcers on the ground, however more resources are needed to
tackle effectively illegal bird trapping.

o It is also apparent that the total number of mist nets confiscated over the
years has been decreasing whereas arrests have remained the same. The
SBA Police strategy utilises a combination of arrests / clearance operations
and confiscations. This year 4 clearance operations were undertaken during
the period of August to October, 3 in August and 1 in late October. BirdLife
Cyprus believes that clearance operations should be undertaken during the
main trapping period of September and early October in order to have a
greater impact on mist netting activity, which is still very high within the
ESBA (see Figure 4).

e Cyprus Police Anti-Poaching Unit: BirdLife Cyprus tried to contact the anti-poaching

unit but there was no response or feedback with regards to enforcement data.
However the enforcement action of the Cyprus Police on illegal bird trapping during
this autumn was very poor and communication / cooperation between this unit and
BirdLife Cyprus was very limited, although BirdLife gave information to this unit
regarding trapping sites. To our knowledge and up to this date, the unit has not
undertaken any raids on restaurant serving illegally birds in the past months,
whereas in previous years this unit was focusing on the ‘big trappers’ and on the
restaurants. A similar experience was reported by the organisation CABS, which
cooperated very closely in autumn 2012 with this unit and resulted in numerous
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arrests and hundreds of mist nets and thousands of limesticks confiscated (see Table
2).

From the enforcement data it is clear that nowadays illegal bird trapping is taking place on
an industrial scale, with confiscated limesticks between the 2 competent authorities of
Cyprus and the located ones reported from environmental NGOs exceeding 9,000, with the
majority of them found in the Republic. The large number of confiscated mist nets is also
alarming, more than 500 mist nets, and particularly within the Dhekelia SBA and the Cape
Pyla area, which has become a real mist netting hotspot.

Table 3 summarises the number of reports that BirdLife Cyprus provided to the competent
authorities regarding active trapping sites and the overall feedback given by the competent
authorities. It is noted that the information presented in the table below refers to active
trapping sites as recorded by the survey team (this includes all net codes, P, ANN, AUN and
ASN — see Appendix 3 for net classification - and sites where limesticks were found) and
were reported to the competent authorities for further action.

Table 3 Summary of trapping reports provided to competent authorities from BirdLife
Cyprus during Autumn 2013

Game and Fauna SBA Anti- Cyprus Police Anti-
Service — Larnaca Poaching Poaching Unit’
& Famagusta Police Unit

Number of reports 43 38 3

Prosecutions / Arrests | 19 8 1

Confiscations 8 18 N/A

Nothing found® 16 12 N/A

Note 1: ‘Nothing found’ refers to cases where the competent authority checked the trapping location
but reported it inactive (no nets or limesticks in situ) upon its visit, therefore no prosecution or
confiscation has taken place or no feedback was provided.

Note 2: From oral conversation with the head of the Cyprus Police Anti-poaching unit on the 18"
November 2013 it was mentioned that the unit responded to only 1 report of BirdLife Cyprus.

The above table highlights that the cooperation and information exchange between the
Game & Fauna Service and BirdLife Cyprus has been very successful, with nearly 65% of the
reports given resulting in either prosecutions of trappers (44%) or confiscations of trapping
paraphernalia (19%) (last year the success rate was around 55% - 34% were prosecutions
and 20% were confiscations). The fact that prosecutions have increased (from 34% to 44%) is
a clear indication that the Game Service has been utilising more effectively its resources and
manpower for catching trappers instead of undertaking confiscations. This is acknowledged
by BirdLife Cyprus. However it should also be noted that the response time could still be
much shorter, as it ranges from 1 day to more than 1 month; a quicker response time might
lead to more arrests / confiscations and reduce the ‘nothing found’ reports.
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With regards to the Dhekelia SBA Police Anti-poaching unit, over 65% of the reports BirdLife
Cyprus provided resulting in prosecutions (21%) or confiscations (47%). From the feedback
provided it is clear that a large proportion of the BirdLife Cyprus reports resulted in
confiscations rather than prosecutions, revealing a different strategy to the Game & Fauna
Service (which focuses more on prosecutions), with more focus given on the removal of
paraphernalia and the undertaking of clear up operations (4 were undertaken between
August to October). BirdLife Cyprus believes that in mist netting hotspots such as Cape Pyla,
the SBA Police should put more focus on making arrests, in conjunction with clearance
operations during September and early October (rather than in August and late October as it
happened this year). The response time of the SBA Police unit varied from a few days to a
month, a clear indication that resources are stretched and under sourced.

As for the Cyprus Police Anti-poaching police unit, BirdLife Cyprus reported 3 cases of large
scale / organised trapping sites. During the meeting with the Minister of Justice and Public
Order, Mr lonas Nicolaou, on the 23 September 2013, it was mentioned that the Anti-
poaching unit will focus its enforcement action on the ‘big and organised’ trappers and on
the illegal trade of wild birds aspect of the bird crime chain, which BirdLife Cyprus agreed
with. However to our knowledge and to this date the enforcement action of the Cyprus
Police Anti-poaching unit was very limited during the autumn trapping period, with very few
arrests & confiscations taking place. This is particularly evident when it is compared with the
hundreds of mist nets and thousands of limesticks confiscated for the same period in 2012
(see Table 2), when the Cyprus Police worked closely with environmental NGOs and
particularly with the organisation CABS. BirdLife Cyprus believes that the limited
enforcement action of the Cyprus Police this year is closely linked to the lack of political will
from the current government to take effective action (read more in the section Social and
political attitudes below).

BirdLife Cyprus received many reports from the general public of active trapping sites, and in
some cases of ambelopoulia being served in restaurants, during the past months. All the
reports were provided to the competent authorities and were followed up accordingly.

Social and political attitudes

Illegal bird trapping was covered quite extensively by the media in the last few months, both
at a national and international level. At the national level bird trapping was covered in
newspaper articles and radios, most of them supportive of the anti-trapping effort and
highlighting the non-selective and large scale killing of birds. Alternatively, other articles
reported on the issue in a neutral manner, providing an update on this illegal activity as
reported by BirdLife Cyprus and other environmental NGOs. The issue of bird trapping was
also on the spotlight at the national TV, showing a cover story on the truth of illegal bird
trapping in Cyprus during a main news broadcast ° and highlighting the bad image of Cyprus

° RIK main news broadcast on 2" January 2014 presented illegal bird trapping as part of a 3 minute
story titled ‘The truth regarding the trapping of ambelopoulia’, during which a BirdLife Cyprus
spokesperson was also interviewed.
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abroad regarding this issue and the significant impact it has on the tourism industry of the
island™.

Bird trapping in Cyprus was on the focus of international media too, with the international
known TV channel Al Jazeera and the world famous magazine National Geographic covering
the issue extensively. Al Jazeera journalist, Phil Lavelle, visited Cyprus in early October 2013
with a crew and managed to get footage of the entire bird crime chain of illegal trapping in
Cyprus, getting video footage from the trapping fields, all the way to law breaking
restaurants serving ambelopoulia'’. BirdLife Cyprus was interviewed by the Al Jazeera
journalist, and highlighted the clear lack of political will for tackling the problem, the need
for greater enforcement on the ground and against the restaurants and the need for
deterrent court fines.

In the July 2013 edition of National Geographic an article written by Jonathan Franzen with
title “Last song for Migrating Birds” covered the issue of songbird killing and bird poaching in
Egypt and Albania. The article included revealing and disturbing pictures of bird trapping in
Cyprus, taken by David Guttenfelder®, and a brief mention of Cyprus trapping in the text®.
Moreover a documentary about bird trapping in the Mediterranean with title ‘Emptying the
Skies’ premiered at the Sheffield Documentary Festival, which took place between 12-16
June 2013 in Sheffield, England™. Illegal bird trapping in Cyprus is covered quite extensively
in the documentary and BirdLife Cyprus is also interviewed as part of the documentary,
describing the large scale killing of migratory birds that is taking place today in Cyprus.

Despite all this media attention on Cyprus regarding illegal bird trapping, there has been a
clear lack of political will to tackle this issue at its root, particularly since the election of the
new government in February 2013. This has become more evident from the following events
and incidents that have taken place over the last few months:
e 27" April 2013: The incident that happened in Paralimni village, a trapping hotspot
within the Republic, with protesters demanding that the cooperation between the
Cyprus Police anti-poaching unit and the CABS activists is terminated immediately
(upto that point the cooperation was very successful, resulting in many trappers’
arrests and confiscations of mist nets and limesticks). Later that same day the
cooperation was terminated (read more on this incident in the BirdLife Cyprus
Spring 2013 trapping report -

10 Midday show at TV channel Sigma on 4™ November 2013:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W72QSk4uERM&feature=youtube gdata

News at TV channel Sigma on 4™ November 2013:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5iS_Gy6 OEO&feature=youtube gdata

u ‘Cyprus police tackles bird poaching’ cover story, 4™ October 2013 -
http://www.aljazeera.com/video/europe/2013/10/cyprus-police-tackles-bird-poaching-
2013104172333309702.html

2 Photographs by David Guttenfelder - http://lens.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/07/09/the-sweet-sounds-
of-endangered-birds/

" National Geographic article in July 2013 edition
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2013/07/songbird-migration/franzen-

text?rptregcta=reg free np&rptregcampaign=20131016 rw_membership rlp intl dr w#

" http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/news/jonathan-franzen-support-emptying-skies-520181
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http://www.birdlifecyprus.org/upload/PDFs/Trapping/BirdLife%20Cyprus Spring%2
02013%20trapping%20report FINAL for%20public%20use.pdf.
May 2013: In Paralimni village an announcement is made regarding the creation of

an organisation named ‘Association of traditional hunting practices’, which is
claiming limestick use as a traditional practice and aims to legalise it.
http://www.cna.org.cy/webnews.asp?a=479025dc244546e295c684cdc724b1df.

7" October 2013: A Member of the Parliament of the current government, Mr

Rikkos Mappourides, admits openly on a midday show titled ‘For You’ at MEGA TV
channel that he eats ambelopoulia despite the fact that he is aware that it is illegal -
http://www.tothemaonline.com/politiki/vouleftis-paradexthike-oti-paranomi-

dimosia.
September — October 2013: Despite the fact that the Cyprus Police anti-poaching

unit cooperated with the CABS activists in previous trapping seasons, in autumn
2013 there was no cooperation although several letters were sent to the Minister of
Justice requesting a possible cooperation (information provided from CABS
organization to BirdLife Cyprus via personal communication).

2" October 2013: 6 CABS activists were beaten up by two trappers when they found

them taking down limesticks from pruned trees. The 6 activists were admitted to a
nearby hospital, with one of them having a punctured eardrum. There is currently an
ongoing court case between the activists and the trappers regarding this incident.

11" October 2013: CABS activists were arrested by Game and Fauna Service for

confiscating nets and freeing trapped birds in an open field area that the Game
Service was also monitoring. Two activists were later prosecuted in a nearby police
station - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-WJAelc45IU. BirdLife Cyprus expressed

its opposition to this action by the Game Service as it believes that prosecuting
activists, even over-eager ones, whose aim is to deter an illegal activity, gives the
wrong message, both abroad since the Cyprus authorities have been ridiculed in the
international media for their unprecedented reaction, but also locally since the
trappers will view this incident as a victory for them in their pro-trapping lobbying,
resulting to even more blatant disrespect for the law in the future — read more on
our online e-newsletter -

http://birdlifecyprus.org/en/news-337-

Political will to tackle illegal bird trapping at its lowest for the last few vyears

.html.
September — October 2013: the enforcement action by the Cyprus Police anti-

poaching unit has been extremely limited, in comparison to previous years (see
Table 2 and Table 3).

The lack of political will is currently at its lowest level of the past few years and it is clear that

illegal bird trapping is not a priority issue for the current government, while at the same time

there seems to be a sympathetic attitude among some Ministers for ‘traditional’ trapping.

This is very disappointing particularly after the ‘Larnaca Declaration’ in 2011 when a ‘zero

tolerance’ approach was pledged by all the participants, including the Ministry of Justice and

Public Order, but just 2 years after there is still no real political will to implement this

declaration or tackle in any significant way the illegal bird trapping issue.
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4. Discussion

Illegal bird trapping activity with the use of mist nets and limesticks has seen a dramatic
increase in the last few years based on the survey data from the systematic surveillance
programme of BirdLife Cyprus and other data sources (enforcement data from competent
authorities, survey data of other environmental NGOs). Mist netting activity for autumn
2013 remained at very high levels, a pattern that has been observed in the last few years. In
comparison to 2002 (reference year for the TRIM analysis) autumn 2013 survey data showed
an increase of 54% in mist netting activity, while limestick use has also been on a steep rise,
with more than 9,000 limesticks located by competent authorities and environmental NGOs
this past autumn. Given than trapping levels had decreased significantly in the period 2004-
2006, in the past few years there has been a disastrous loss of conservation ground.

BirdLife Cyprus had meetings with the relevant ministers and called on the competent
authorities to take greater action to reverse this increasing trapping trend, asking for the
‘zero tolerance’ approach, agreed by all in the ‘Larnaca Declaration’ in 2011, to be truly
implemented. However this year the political will to effectively tackle illegal bird trapping
has been even more lacking than in previous years, which has translated into the limited
enforcement action undertaken by the Cyprus Police anti-poaching unit this autumn and the
overall ‘acceptance’ climate towards bird trapping from certain political groups, with a
politician stating openly on public TV that he is eating ambelopoulia despite the fact that he
is aware that it is illegal.

On the positive side, BirdLife Cyprus organized on the 18" November the 2" workshop for
the ‘Finalisation of the Strategic Action Plan (StAP) for tackling illegal bird trapping in
Cyprus’, an initiative led by BirdLife with funding from the MAVA Foundation that has
engaged all key stakeholders in a common, joint effort to develop and implement an action
plan to eliminate bird trapping in Cyprus (see Appendix 4). The workshop was very successful
and a draft action plan was discussed in detail, having identified the key areas for actions at
the previous workshop. It is noteworthy to mention that the Cyprus draft StAP has many key
areas in common with the Tunis Action Plan to tackle illegal bird killing in Europe, which was
adopted in early December this year (led by the Bern Convention Standing Committee).

The key actions identified and highlighted in the StAP document include: enforcement,
courts, policy, awareness raising, habitat management, economic consequences and
monitoring & coordination. Bird trapping in Cyprus has become a complicated and chronic
problem and without such action, the large-scale illegal bird killing witnessed in Cyprus in
recent years will continue. Of this there can be little doubt. Work on producing a Strategic
Action Plan against illegal bird trapping in Cyprus, is funded by the MAVA Foundation,
through BirdLife International.

The next important step to make progress on in order to tackle this chronic problem is for
the key stakeholders to agree on a final StAP and to start implementing it. BirdLife Cyprus is
aiming to produce a Final document by early 2014, which will be passed on to the various
stakeholders for their agreement and adoption. It is very critical with the current trapping
activity levels in mind to have a common strategy on this issue, not only because it will pass
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the message of ‘zero tolerance’ approach towards illegal bird trapping but also it will be an
indication to the EU Commission and the other member states that both Cyprus and the UK
are working hard to meet their obligations under the Birds Directive for the protection of
wild birds and the prohibition of methods that contribute to non-selective and / or large
scale killing of birds.
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Appendix 1

Survey data for autumn 2013
Evidence of illegal bird trapping activity within survey squares

Confidential data — provided upon request
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Evidence of illegal bird trapping activity outside survey squares

Confidential data — provided upon request
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Appendix 2

Estimation of numbers of birds caught during autumn 2013

The following key assumptions are applied for the estimation of the birds killed:

. 12 metres is the assumed average length for a mist net

o 20 birds are caught per 12-m net per day (Magnin, 1986 )

o 0.5 birds are caught per limestick per day

. 60 days is the duration of the trapping period for spring and autumn seasons

o 50% scaling factor — applied for springs to account for a lower number of
migrating birds passing via Cyprus compared to the autumn

. 301 are the possible bird trapping squares within the survey area as identified

from the surveillance programme in 2007 (the random sample of squares
surveyed by BirdLife Cyprus is taken from these 301 squares)

o 75% of illegal trapping activity for all of Cyprus takes place within the survey
area (based on input from enforcement authorities and other experts)

o For P (prepared) nets it is assumed that they are active every other day while for
ANN (Active No Nets), ASN (Active Set Nets) and AUN (Active Unset Nets) nets it
is assumed that they are active every day during the trapping season

Using the above assumptions the bird death toll is estimated as follows for autumn:
For nets = [(Total length of P category net rides/2) + (Total length of ANN+AUN+ASN rides)] /
(average length of a net) x (20 birds per net per day) x (total number of ‘possible bird
trapping area’ squares / number of squares surveyed) x (length of trapping season in days)

= [(584/2) + 1,272 + 190+ 145] / (12) x (20) x (301/50) x (60)

= 1,143,198 birds could have been caught within the survey area in mist nets.

For limesticks = (Total number of limesticks found) x (0.5 birds per limestick per day) x (total
number of ‘possible bird trapping area’ squares / number of squares surveyed) x (length of
trapping season in days)

=116 x 0.5 x (301/50) x 60

= 20,950 birds caught within the survey area on limesticks

In total 1,164,148 birds could have been killed in mist nets within the survey area during
autumn 2013. Assuming that the survey area accounts for 75% of the trapping activity in
Cyprus, the bird death toll across Cyprus is:

=1,164,148 / 75%

= 1.552.197 could have been killed in nets and limesticks across all Cyprus during autumn
2013.
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Appendix 3

Methodology of the trapping surveillance programme

Survey area and sampling strategy

The surveillance project began in 2002 with the coverage of 60 sample squares (each 1x1
km) chosen at random from within a 261 km2 study area, which covered most of the
Famagusta/Eastern Larnaca area and the Ayios Theodoros — Maroni area.

In 2005, the monitoring became more targeted, focusing on habitat suitable for trapping.
Each 1 km square within the study area was classified as either a ‘possible bird trapping area’
or ‘unlikely bird trapping area’ based solely on the presence or absence of vegetation
suitable for setting limesticks or nets. Surveillance subsequently took place in ‘possible’
squares only. Some 44 of the original 60 sample squares were ‘possible bird trapping area’
squares under the new classification. These 44 squares were kept, with another 16 new
squares chosen randomly to bring the total sample to 60 again.

Then, in 2007, the survey area was expanded to cover 295 km2 for Famagusta/Eastern
Larnaca area and 111 km2 for Ayios Theodoros — Maroni area, bringing the total survey area
to 406 km2. This was done after preliminary surveys in autumn 2006 found evidence of
extensive trapping on the margins of the original (261 km2) survey area. The sample size was
expanded to 100 squares (40 new squares were randomly chosen) to allow for this extension
of the survey area. Out of the 406 1 km2 squares of the expanded survey area, 301 have
been classified as ‘possible bird trapping area’ squares.

The random selection of sample squares is stratified to ensure representative coverage of
areas under SBA, Republic of Cyprus and “Joint” jurisdiction (squares where the two
jurisdictions meet). In terms of the analysis of the survey data BirdLife Cyprus is using the
TRIM (TRends & Indices for Monitoring data) programme, which enables the analysis of time
series of counts with missing observations. The program can be used to estimate indices and
trends and to assess the effects of covariates on these indices and trends. TRIM analyses
time series of counts, using Poisson regression and produces estimates of yearly indices and
trends (Panneloek & van Strien 2005)". If observations are missing, TRIM estimates the
missing values on the basis of changes observed on plots that were monitored.

In other words, TRIM enables us to use the data from all the trapping survey squares ever
surveyed under the BirdLife Cyprus surveillance programme during the autumn period, in
total 104 squares, even though these squares were not all covered each autumn season. The
programme ‘fills in” missing values for squares that were not covered in a particular year on
the basis of the general trend derived from the data as a whole. The TRIM software (freely
available from http://www.ebcc.info/trim.html) is very widely used for analysis of field data
from ecological or biological studies. It works as an index, setting the first year of a time
series of data the value of 100 (in this case year 2002) and showing up or down changes in
subsequent years relative to this value of 100

Surveying for trapping activity
Surveying consists of a two-man team systematically searching for evidence of illegal
trapping activity in the randomly selected one by one kilometre squares. The time taken to

B Pannekoek, J. & van Strien, A. 2005. TRIM 3 Manual (TRends & Indices for Monitoring data).
Statistics Netherlands
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survey each square is recorded, as are weather patterns and the presence or absence of
large numbers of migrant birds.

For safety reasons (avoidance of possible confrontation with trappers) the BC observers do
not go out in the field at dawn, which is the main period of trapping activity, but carry out
surveys between 09:00 and 17:00. Each sample square is surveyed only once each season,
partly for safety reasons (minimising the risk of the observers becoming known to trappers)
and partly because repeat sampling of each square has no particular value when it comes to
analysis of the collected data. Opportunistic observations are also made in the surroundings
of squares where mist netting is suspected. Trapping activity includes:

e mist netting activity, which is the main focus of the surveillance programme of
BirdLife Cyprus. This is calculated using the total length of active net rides recorded
within the survey area; and

e limesticks, using the total number of active limesticks found within the survey area.

Mist nets

The two observers carry out a thorough search of all habitat patches suitable for the setting
of mist nets (i.e. all areas with bushes and/or trees) within each sample square. The
observers record all direct and indirect evidence of mist net and tape lure use and of net ride
preparation and use (e.g. cleared corridors within vegetation for putting up nets, presence of
pole bases). The codes used for the various categories of mist netting activity and tape lure
use are given below, as are the codes used for recording the type of habitat where trapping
activity is detected. The surveyors note cases where they come across enclosed (fenced)
areas that they cannot see into at all, or cannot see into well enough to survey fully.

Box 1 Key to survey codes used for the field

Net code Habitat code Tape lure code
O —old ride A — acacia P —tale lure present, playing
P —ride recently prepared C — citrus L — loudspeakers present
ANN — active no nets present E — eucalyptus Y —tape lure present, not
AUN — active unset net present F —fig playing
ASN — active set net present J—mulberry U — unknown
IUN —inactive unset net present O —olive W — electrical wires associated
M — maquis with tape lures
P — pomegranate B — car battery present
K —carob
Cy — cypress
L — lentisk
S —syrian plum

The main net classifications are described below:
e Prepared (P): A net ride that is clearly ready to be used but there is no evidence e.g.
bird feathers, blood stains, thrown pebbles, to suggest illegal activity was taking
place the previous night / morning (see Figure 4),
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e Active No Net (ANN): A net ride that from the evidence found e.g. bird feathers,
blood stains, thrown pebbles, indicates that illegal activity was taking place the
previous night / morning but no net is present (see Figure 5),

e Active Unset Net present (AUN): A net ride where the trapper has left the mist net
on the poles but it is furled i.e. the mist net is not stretched up for catching birds but
lowered down (or the net is placed e.g. under a tree) (see Figure 6), and

e Active Set Net present (ASN): A net ride where the trapper has left the mist net set
on the poles and it is ready for catching birds (see Figure 7).

: ) FC S
Figure 6: Active No Net ride (ANN) with blood stains found next to pole bases
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Figure 7: Active Unset Net présent (AUN) in acacia plantations managed extensively for
mist netting

Figure 8: Active Set Net present (ASN) —corridors in orchards are often used for mist
netting

Limesticks

While the main effort of the observers is to locate evidence of mist netting, all evidence of
limestick activity is also recorded. Limesticks are much harder to locate in the field than mist
nets and are often set in a different habitat to mist nets. In addition, incidental evidence for
limestick use is hard to detect (though trees pruned to hold limesticks are readily
identifiable). It is impractical to search entire 1 km2 sample squares for limesticks due to the
time consuming nature of the task. The protocol is therefore for the observers to look out
for limesticks while concentrating on surveying for mist netting activity.
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Appendix 4

Pictures from the 2™ workshop for the ‘Finalisation of the Strategic Action Plan for tackling
illegal bird trapping in Cyprus’, undertaken on the 18" November 2013 in Nicosia, Cyprus.

Figure 9 Picture from 2™ workshop — Presentation of the draft action plan document

Figure 10 Picture from 2™ workshop — Discussion between stakeholders for the finalisation
of a StAP document.
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