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Nepidnyn

H mapoloa avadopd mapouclalel ta TeAeuTaia €UPAUOTA TOU OUVEXLIOMEVOU Kol
OUOTNUATIKOU TIPOYPAUUATOG TapakoAouBnong tng mapavopng mayideuong mouvAlwy Tou
Mtnvoloylkol uvdéopou Kumpou yla to xelpwva 2013-14. Emonpaivetol OtL n avoadopd
0UTA €XEL WG KUPLO OTOXO Toug umelBuvoug ota kévipa ANYPNG amodpdAoswv Kal TOug
TLOALTLKOUG, LE OKOTIO TNV EVNUEPWON, TNV gualoBntomoinon Kal TNV Kwvntomoinon yla o
amoteAeopatiki SpAon ylo AVILETWTIILON AUTOU TOU XPOVIOU OLKOAOYLIKOU TipoPARLATOC, TO
omoio €xeL auénBel Spapatikd ta teAeutaia xpovia.

INUELWVETAL OTL yla To Xelpwva 2013-14 o MtnvoAoylkdg Sev €kave MARPN €psuva mediou
OTWG TEPLYPAPETAL OTO TPWTOKOANO TOU MPOYPAUUOTOG TOpakoAoUBNOoNG TNG MAPAVOUNG
nayideuong mouAwwv. EvtoUTolg, yla va OTTOKTAOEL UL €lKOVA TNG KATAOTAONG TNG
XEWWEPIVAG Ttayideuong €ylve pla €peuval eAEyxou onueiwv omou éva deiypa onueiwv
nayidevong eAéyxbnkav yla TuXov mapavoun 6paotnpLOTNTa.

JuvoAkd eAéyxOnkav 87 Tomobeoieg omou kataypadbnkav 1 067 pétpa evepywv Slodpouwv
yla Sixtua (6ladpOpeC oe TMEPLOXEC UE OKAKIEG 1 ANAN BAGoTnon TLX. TOPTOKOAQLWVEG,
ehalwveg, omou Bp£Onkav Siytua 1 eupnuata ot yivetol mayidsuon) Kal evroniotnkav 53
Sixtua emi tomou. Oha ta onpeia mayidevong katayyEABnKav otic appoSLeG apyES yla
nepattépw dpaon.

MapoAo mou dev elval Suvatov va e€axBouv oL TACELS yLla Ta XELPePLVa entineda mayidsvong
mouAlwy, adou bev £ylve MANRPNG £peuva MeSiOU OTWE MEPLYPADETOL OTO TPWTOKOAAO TOU
TIPOYPAUUATOC TAPAKOAOUONGNG TOU OpYAVIOHOU, TO EUPHUATO TOU TIEPACHEVOU XELLWVA
Atav laitepa avnouxnTkd adol mapouctdlouv MO ELKOVO EKTOG EAEyXoU, He SekAbeg
Sixtua Slaokopriopéva otnv UnaiBpo. EmutAéov, n AaBpobnpia éptace oe MOAU uPnAd
eminmeda — evOEIKTIKO OUTAG TNG Katdotaong Atav petafd GAwv Kat ol Bavacipol
niupoBoAiopol mpootateudpevwy sdwv onwg o Noavoyalog (Tetrax tetrax) kot o T{Avog
(Falco peregrinus).

O Mtnvoloylkdg Zuvdeopog Kumpou miotelel OTL ta mMpwtodavr autd emineda Tng
napavoung mayidsuong mouAlwv kot t™g AaBpobnplag sival amotéAleopa tng supulTEPNG
EMewPng MOALTIKAG BOUANONG YLA QTIOTEAECUOTLKY) QVILLETWILON TWV TIAPAVOUWY AUTWV
Spaoctnplotitwy. Elval £ekdBapo OtTL Xpeldletal éva ITpatnylko IxéSlo Apdong, He TN
OUPUETOX OAWV TWwvV eumAekOpevwY opEwv (SLWKTIKEG OpPXEG, UN  KUPBEPVNTLKEC
OPYOAVWOELG, KPOTLKEG UTNPECIEG KTA), Tpokelévou va e€aleldBel autd To Xpovio Kal
enipovo TMPOPANUa, KATL Tou o [MtnvoAoylkdg ouviovilel yla UloB€tnon Kol Apeon
edapuoyr KLag TETOLAG OTPATNYLKAC.

Ta £€06a yla tnv epyacio mediou Tou MtnvoloywkoU (m.x. kavolpa), kabwe kat to £€oda Twv
ekaotote eBehovtwy, KAAUTTEL N opydvwon tou BirdLife International otn Meppavia, NABU,
KaBw¢ kat To Heinz Sielmann Stiftung Foundation, evw to RSPB kaAumttel Toug ploboug.



Summary

This report presents the latest findings of the on-going and systematic BirdLife Cyprus
surveillance programme on illegal bird trapping, relating to the winter 2013-14 season. It is
highlighted that this report is mainly aimed at top decision makers and politicians, with the
aim of informing, raising awareness and generating momentum for more effective action to
tackle this chronic ecological problem, which has grown dramatically in the last few years.

It is noted that for the winter 2013-14 BirdLife did not undertake a complete survey
following its standard survey protocol. However in order to have an insight of the winter
trapping situation a spot check exercise was undertaken, where a sample of previously
recorded trapping sites were checked for bird trapping activity.

Overall 87 locations were checked and a total of 1,067 metres of active net rides (cleared
“runs” in acacia plantations or other habitats e.g. orchards, olive trees, either holding nets or
where there was clear evidence of preparation for the setting and/or use of nets) were
detected and 53 mist nets found in situ. All the trapping finds were reported to the
competent authorities to take action.

Although it is not possible to draw conclusions about the long term trends for winter
trapping activity, since the standard monitoring protocol was not followed, the findings of
the past winter were truly shocking and they highlight an out-of-control situation in terms of
illegal bird trapping, with tens of mist nets found in the countryside. Additionally poaching
reached very high levels as well, with protected species such as Little Bustard (Tetrax tetrax)
and Peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus) found shot dead.

BirdLife Cyprus believes that these unprecedented levels in illegal bird trapping and
poaching are related to the general lack of political will to tackle effectively these issues. A
Strategic Action Plan against illegal bird trapping is clearly needed, with the involvement of
all key stakeholders (enforcement agencies, NGOs, government departments etc.) in order
to eliminate this chronic and persistent problem, and BirdLife Cyprus has been coordinating
the adoption of such a plan.

All the running costs for the field work (e.g. fuel), as well as all the volunteer costs were
covered by the Partner of BirdLife International in Germany, NABU, together with the Heinz
Sielmann Stiftung Foundation, while the RSPB covers salaries.



1. Overview of bird trapping in Cyprus

Bird trapping in Cyprus has been illegal since 1974, when legislation on hunting was
introduced with Law 39/74 and non-selective methods such as mist nets, limesticks and
traps were prohibited. Moreover, in 1988 Cyprus ratified the 1979 Bern Convention on the
Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats, adopting a long list of birds as
protected including the Blackcap (Sylvia atricapilla) (blackcaps are the main target species of
illegal bird trapping in Cyprus). With Cyprus joining the EU, EU Birds Directive (2009/147/EC,
formerly 79/409/EEC) was transposed into Cyprus Law N. 152(1)/2003, prohibiting anew the
use of non-selective methods including mist nets, limesticks and calling devices, as well as
the possession of trapping equipment, trapped birds and the trading and eating of trapped
birds.

Historically, trapped birds — mostly Blackcaps - were a food supplement for the mostly poor
island inhabitants living off the land. The practice of bird trapping in Cyprus has been
recorded in historical documents from the Middle Ages and even earlier times. Trapping as
practiced in Cyprus today bears no relation to the ‘traditional’ or historical situation.

Nowadays, bird trapping in Cyprus is widespread and extensive, contributing to the large
scale killing of hundreds of thousands of migratory and wintering birds, and survey records
show that 152 bird species have been found trapped in mist nets or limesticks, of which 78
are listed as threatened by the EU Birds Directive and / or BirdLife International (see the
BirdLife Cyprus website for the list of trapped bird species)®. This is a clear indication of the
non-selective nature of these methods. This illegal activity has become a profitable business
which is controlled to a large extent by the ‘big’ trappers who are also involved in organised
crime, and the Cyprus Game & Fauna Service estimated this illegal business to be of the
order of millions of euros.

This report is presenting the latest survey results for the winter 2013-14. It should be noted
that during winter illegal trappers are targeting mainly the wintering song thrushes (Turdus
philomelos), in contrast to spring and autumn seasons when the main target species are
blackcaps (Sylvia atricapilla) and other migrant songbirds. Trapped birds are either served as
expensive ambelopoulia delicacies in local restaurants or are used for home consumption.

! “List of birds recorded trapped in mist nets and on limesticks’
http://www.birdlifecyprus.org/upload/PDFs/Trapping/Consolidated%20list%200f%20trapped%20bird

s _EN.pdf.



http://www.birdlifecyprus.org/upload/PDFs/Trapping/Consolidated%20list%20of%20trapped%20birds_EN.pdf
http://www.birdlifecyprus.org/upload/PDFs/Trapping/Consolidated%20list%20of%20trapped%20birds_EN.pdf

2. BirdLife Cyprus Surveillance programme

BirdLife Cyprus is a non-profit NGO working for the protection and conservation of birds,
their habitats and wider biodiversity, and is the Partner of BirdLife International in Cyprus.
With support from the RSPB (BirdLife partner in the UK), BirdLife Cyprus has undertaken a
systematic surveillance programme of illegal bird trapping in Cyprus since autumn 2002,
providing a long record of trapping activity and giving the NGO a very good measure of
expertise on the issue. The surveillance programme follows a ‘Bird Trapping Monitoring
Protocol’ that was developed by BirdLife Cyprus and the RSPB, in consultation with the
Cyprus Game & Fauna Service and the British Sovereign Base Area (SBA) police at the start of
the programme. Figure 1 shows a map where bird trapping takes place in Cyprus; monitoring
is concentrated in two areas (humbered 1 and 2), where extensive trapping takes place:

1. Kokkinochoria area (Eastern Larnaca/Famagusta area) — this area also includes
the Dhekelia Eastern Sovereign Base (ESBA) area), and

2. Ayios Theodoros and Maroni area (Western Larnaca).

Map of Cyprus indicating the main trapping areas
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Figure 1 Map of Cyprus showing the main trapping areas

Although trapping is also an issue in other areas of Cyprus, the survey efforts focus on these
two main areas due to resource limitations and because they hold the highest trapping
activity.

It is noted that BirdLife Cyprus did not undertake a complete field survey for the winter
2013-14 season as described in its monitoring protocol’. Instead for last winter period it was
decided to undertake spot checks at trapping sites, randomly selected and stratified to

? For more information regarding the surveillance programme of BirdLife Cyprus, read the latest
Autumn 2013 trapping report.
http://www.birdlifecyprus.org/backup/user/Autumn%202013%20Trapping%20Report.pdf.



http://www.birdlifecyprus.org/backup/user/Autumn%202013%20Trapping%20Report.pdf

ensure a representative coverage of areas under the SBA administration and the Republic of

Cyprus.

The project is undertaken in close co-operation with the competent authorities of the
Republic of Cyprus (the Game & Fauna Service and the Cyprus Police Anti-poaching unit) and
the SBA Police. When trapping paraphernalia is found, the BirdLife Cyprus team immediately
contacts the relevant enforcement authorities. It should be noted that the BirdLife Cyprus
observers never confront suspected trappers and never remove trapping paraphernalia.

BirdLife Cyprus would like to note its particular thanks to the RSPB/BirdLife in the UK, for
supporting the project financially since the beginning. Furthermore BirdLife Cyprus would
like to thank NABU (partner of BirdLife International in Germany) and the Heinz Sielmann
Stiftung Foundation for their financial support for the spring, autumn and winter 2013
surveys. NABU and the Heinz Sielmann Stiftung Foundation cover the running costs and
volunteer costs of the surveillance programme, whereas the RSPB covers salaries.



3. Results & Conclusions

e Field survey: the winter 2013-14 spot check survey of trapping sites was carried out
during January and early February 2014. As mentioned previously, BirdLife Cyprus did
not undertake a complete survey following the standard survey protocol last winter, in
order to focus its resources more on awareness raising and other campaigning actions.
However in order to have an insight of the winter trapping situation a spot check
exercise was undertaken, checking 50% of the trapping sites where in the past mist
netting activity had been detected®. In total 75 trapping sites were randomly selected for
this exercise, 50 sites within the Republic of Cyprus (covering both Ayios Theodoros &
Maroni and East Larnaca & Famagusta areas) and 25 sites within the Dhekelia Sovereign
Base Area (SBA). All trapping locations were reported to the relevant enforcement
authorities, either the SBA Police or the Cyprus Game & Fauna Service, depending on the
location of the finds.

e Summary of field data: In total 87 locations were checked, including some opportunistic

finds that were located while checking the original sample of trappings sites. In total the
findings of the spot check exercise included 1,067 metres of active net rides (cleared
“runs” in acacia plantations or other habitats e.g. orchards, olive trees, either holding
nets or where there was clear evidence of preparation for the setting and/or use of nets)
and 53 mist nets found in situ (49 classified as Active Set Nets and 4 as Active Unset
Nets).

e Winter trapping activity: Although it is not possible to use this field data to draw the long

term trends for winter trapping activity, since the standard monitoring protocol was not
followed for this season, the total number of mist nets found in situ last winter is
shocking. Although it is not comparable as such, the previous highest winter trapping
activity was recorded in the winter period 2009-10, when a total of 31 mist nets were
detected while covering a total of 81 squares. The number of mist nets found this
winter is evidently much higher.

e Trapping under different jurisdictions for winter 2013-14:

o For Republic areas, a total of 457 metres of active net rides and 22 mist nets in
situ were detected after checking 59 locations.

o For the SBA areas, a total 610 metres of active net rides and 31 mist nets in situ
were detected after checking 28 locations.

o Although trapping levels cannot be produced as the standard methodology was
not followed for winter 2013-14, a simple comparison of the finds would suggest
that mist netting activity is still much higher within the SBAs compared to the
Republic.

e Enforcement:

o BirdLife Cyprus reported to the competent authorities, Game & Fauna Service

and the SBA Police, all the active trapping sites located during the survey:

* It is noted that sites where limesticks were detected for bird trapping in the past were excluded
from the winter spot check exercise. This was done in order to select a sample of likely active trapping
locations, since trapping with limesticks is mainly done during spring and autumn periods.



= Game & Fauna service feedback: a total of 16 locations were reported to
this enforcement agency. However no feedback was provided to BirdLife
Cyprus as to what action was taken by the Game Service, therefore it is
not possible to assess the effectiveness of this agency regarding our
trapping reports.

= SBA Police feedback: a total of 11 locations were reported to this
enforcement agency. Confiscations of mist nets and other trapping
paraphernalia took place at 9 locations, while at 2 locations no activity
was recorded. Overall the enforcement effort and the results on the
ground of the SBA Police are acknowledged by BirdLife Cyprus, however
the SBA Police should seek a combination of prosecutions and
confiscations as part of its enforcement action plan.

Conclusions

Illegal bird trapping with mist nets has seen a dramatic increase in winter 2013-14. Although
BirdLife Cyprus undertook a spot check field survey rather than a complete field survey, the
field data included tens of mist nets found everywhere in the countryside, highlighting the
extent of the problem and the fact that this illegal activity has become a lucrative business
with organized trappers making thousands of euros every year’. Moreover poaching reached
very high levels as well, with protected species such as Little Bustard (Tetrax tetrax) and
Peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus) found shot dead’.

BirdLife Cyprus believes that these unprecedented levels of illegal bird trapping and
poaching are related to the lack of political will of the current Republic of Cyprus
government to tackle illegal bird killing at its root, as described in more detail in the Autumn
2013 trapping report®. A Strategic Action Plan against illegal bird trapping is clearly needed,
with the involvement of all key stakeholders (enforcement agencies, NGOs, government
departments etc.) in order to eliminate this chronic and persistent problem.

* This is a video of BirdLife Cyprus which shows mist nets with a total length of 400 meters (in total 16
set mist nets were found) in just one location detected in February 2014.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gWxI ceE9u0

> BirdLife Cyprus prepared a Press Release regarding the out of control poaching and illegal bird
trapping taking place (February 2014), calling for the need to have a joint strategy to tackle wildlife
crime in Cyprus.

http://www.birdlifecyprus.org/upload/PR_Poaching Trapping Feb2013 EN_ FINAL.pdf.

® Autumn 2013 trapping report (January 2014), section ‘Social and political attitudes’, p. 19-21.
http://www.birdlifecyprus.org/backup/user/Autumn%202013%20Trapping%20Report.pdf
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Appendix 1

Survey data for winter 2013-14
Evidence of illegal bird trapping activity from spot check exercise

Confidential data — provided upon request
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