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Nepidnyn

H mnoapolvoa avadopd mapouclalel Ta TEAEUTAl EUPNUATA TOU GUVEXOUEVOU KOl
OUOTNUATIKOU TIPOYPAUHUATOG TapakoAolBnong tng mapdvoung mayideuong mouvAlwyv tou
Mtnvoloylkol fuvdéopou Kimpou yia tnv avolén 2014, svw mapdAAnAa  KAVEL Kal plo
QVOLOKOTINGN TNG KATAOTOONG IOV ETLKPATEL yLa auTo To O€pa oto vnol. Emonuaivetal otLn
avadopd auth €XeL WG KUPLO OTOXO TOug umeVBuvoug ota KEvtpa ANPng amopacewv Kat
TOUC TIOALTIKOUG, UE OKOTIO TNV EVNUEPWAN, TNV gvOLoONTOMOiNoN KaL TNV Kwvntomoinon yla
TIO QMOTEAECUATIK) O6pAon ylo OVTIUETWIILON OUTOU TOU XPOVIOU OLKOAOYLKOU
npoPBAnRuatog, to onolo €xel auénBel Spapatikd Ta TeEAeUTAlA XpoOvLa.

H avaAuon twv kotaypadwv amnod tv £psuva nediov pe to mpoypappa TRIM €8etée pa
HEelwon TG Tagng Tou 57% yla tnv nayidevon pe dixtua yia tnv avolén 2014, oe cUykpLon Ue
Vv avolén 2007. Auth n TAoN HELWHEVWVY aVoLELATIKWY eTMESwWVY mayideuang, og olyKplon
pHe to emimeda otav Eekivnoe n avolflatikn moapakolouBnon tng mayideuong, £xel
napatnpnOei ta tedeutaia xpovia. QoOTOCO, AUTA TA eVOAPPUVTIKA XOUNAQ avOLELATIKA
enineda mayidevong £xouv kataypadel Kal TPONYOUUEVWCE, OTIWE £yLve To 2012 kat to 2013,
oAAQ akoAoUBwWG Kataypddnkav duotuxwg moAl PnAd enineda mayideuong Kat ylo ta Suo
£Tn Kata tnv ¢OwvornwpLvn anodnuia, n onoia anoteAsl kat tnv KUpLa iepiodo mayideuong.
NapdAAnAa, Kataypadnke Kal QUTAV TNV AvolEn n LeyaAn Stadopd Twv TeEAsUTAiwY XpOVwyY
ota enineda mayibesvong pe Sixtvo petofl twv Bdoswv kol ™G Anpokpatiag, evw n
Anuokpatia £xel va avTIUETWIioEL TNV €€apon Tou mapotnpeitol otn xpnon foPépywv
(mavw amo 2,600 £oBepya evromiotnkav anod meptBarroviikég MKO — deite to keddAalo
‘AnoteAéopata’ TG avadopdc) KAl To E0TLATOPLA TIOU oepPipouv mapavoua aunsAonovAia.

JUMTMEPACHATIKA, OL OvOL§LATIKEG Kataypadeg Kal n avallon Toug £8el§ov OXETIKA
XaunAd enineda nayidsuong mMouAwwv, akoAouBwvtag TV TAon Mou £XeL mapatnpnOel
ot mpoodarteg avol§ldtike¢ meplédoug. MNapoAa avutd, o MtnvoAoylkog ZUVSEGHOG
KUmpou Ba mapapeivel emipuUAaKTIKOG HEXPL TO EpXOpHevo PpOWONWPO, TO omoio sival n
KOpla Tmepiodog mayidsuong ko amotedei mo aflomotn €vOeln TNG OUVOALKAG
Kataotaong tng mayidsuong mouAwv otnv Kompo — ot kataypadéG tTwv EMMESWV
nayideuong yia Tt pOwvonwpvég meplodoug tov 2012 ko 2013 £8el§ov pat TOAU 1O
OLVNOUXNTLKA ELKOVAL.

Ol nmpoomnaBeleg mataéng and tnv Ymnpeoia Onpag & Mavidag kat to KAwwakio Natagng
NaBpoBnpiag Tng AoTuvopiag Twv Bpetavikwy BAcswv NTav MEPLOPLOUEVEG — CUUPWVA HE
Vv MAnpodopnaon mou siyape To Emapylako tunpa Adpvakag & AppoXwoTtou Tng Yrnpeoiag
Onpag dev elxe Kapuld untoBeon cUANYNG ATOUOU YL TTOPAVOLN TtayiSEVCN TTOUALWY KOTA
™ Sldpkela TnG avolEng 2014, evw n Actuvopia Twv Bpetavikwy Baocewv AskéAelag eixe
HEPKEC oUAANPEeL maydeutwy TNV bla mepiodo. And tv dAn to KAwpakio MNatagng
NaBpoBnpiag tng Aotuvopiag Kimpou, to omolo €lxe otevr) cuvepyaoia e TOUG AKTLBLOTEG
™G opydvwong CABS, cuvolika sixe 15 cuMAYPELS TayLSEUTWV.

OL poodateg SIKAOTIKEG AMOPACELG ATO T AlKAOTAPLA TWV Bpetavikwy Bacswv AekéAeLog
Kol Akpwtnpiou eival moAl evBappuVTIKEC, oL omoieg katadikaoav mayldeutég og mown
duldkiong 3 pnvwv (Mdlog 2014) kot mowvp ¢uldkiong 2 punvwv & mpootino €700



(DePpoudplog 2014) avtioTola yLa TOAPATITWLATA OXETIKA UE TNV Tayibeuon mMouAlwv.
AUTEG Ol SLKOOTIKEG amodACELC amOTEAOUV amodACEL OpOCUO KAl Ta ALKAOTAPLA TWV
Bpetavikwyv Bacswv £xouv KAVeL éva HeydAo Brua PogG TV eMLBOAN QAMOTPETTIKWY TOLWVWV
yla coBapad eykAnpata Katd tg ayplag {wng onwg eival n mapavoun mayibeuon mMouALlwy.
Twpa elva oNUAVTIKO va UTTAPEEL CUVEXLON TNG EMLBOANG TETOLWVY ATOTPEMTIKWY SIKACTIKWY
TMOWWYV amo to Alkaotnplo Twv Bpetavikwy Baoswv, evw ta Alkaotnplo otnv Kumplokn
Anpokpatia Ba TPEMEL va XPNOLUOTIOL 00UV QUTEG TIG UTOBECELG 0pOoNUA ylo va
€papUOOOUV TTOPOUOLEG ATIOTPEMTIKEG TIOLVEC.

Akopa £va eTnpOoBeTo BeTIKO amotéAdeopa ATy N aBwwaon TwV aKTLBLOTWV TNG 0pYAVWong
CABS og 2 Slkaotikeég umoBéoelg (Mdaptiog kat Mdlog 2014) and to Emapylakd Alkaotiplo
Appoxwotou. Ot aktBlotég tng CABS eixav katnyopnBel adka yla mapdvopn €lcodo kot
TPOKANON UALKWYV {NULWV og LBLWTLKN Tteplouoia. AUTEG oL SIKAOTIKEG AopACEL; OUCLAOTIKA
SLKOLWVOUV TIC VOULUEG SpaoTnPLOTNTEG KAl TIPOOTIAOELEG TTOU KAVOUV OL TIEPLBAAAOVTIKEG
OPYOVWOELS YlA TEPUATIONO TNG TAPAVOUNG Tayldeuong MOUALWY, Kal amoteAouv £va
EekaBopo pnvupa OtL 6nbev Katnyopleg omwe ‘mapdavopn eicodoc’ kat ‘TPOKANON UALKAG
{nUAac ot WOWTIKN Tieplovoia’, TIC OTMOIEC CUXVA XPNOLUOTIOOUV OL TAYLOEUTEG, Oev
uodlotavral og Koveva VOULUO SLKAoThpLo.

O MtnVvoAoyLKOC CUVEXLOE TNV PWTOoBOUALa Tou, n omola xpnuoatodoteital and to 16puua
MAVA péow tou BirdLife International, yia tnv uloB£€tnon evog Stpatnyikol Xxedlou Apdong
(22A) kata tng mapavopng mayidevong mouAwwv otnv Kumpo, n onoia £ekivnoe to 2013 pe
NV EUMAOKH OAWV Twv evladepopevwy Gopéwv. To TeEAKO Keipevo tou IXA otaABnke o€
OAoU¢ Tou KUpLoug dpopeic yla uoBétnon oto télog Arpidiov 2014 kal Twpo BPLOKOUAOTE O
€va KOUBLKO onpelo ylwa TNV €mtuyia autig TNG MPwTOMwWELaKNG TpwtoBouliag. O
MtnvoAoylkdg cuvexilel Tnv mieon yla TNV ULOBETNON TNG OTPATNYLKAG KAl KOAOULE OAOUG
Tou¢ evlladepopevoug popeic Omwe to mpdatouv. H uloBétnon tou Ixedlou Ba amoteAéoel
Kal To gpyaleio yla va Eeklviooupe va gpyaldpace and Kowol yLa TOV TEPUATIOMO QUTAG
NG OWKOAOYIKNG Kataotpodnc. H uloBEtnon kal n ektunmwon tou Ixediov avapévetal Tov
louAto 2014.

H avadopd xwpiletal ota akoAouBa kepdlala:

e Keddlawo 1 mapouotalel pa cuvodn tng mayidbeuong mouvAlwv otnv Kompo, Sivel
KATIOLA LOTOPLKA OTOLXELO QUTAC TG SpacTneLOTNTaG, KAveEL avadopd otnv eOVIKN
vopoBeaia 6oov adopd TNV MPOCTACIH TWV MTNVWV KAl TTApoucLAlsl TNV Tpéxouoa
Kataotoon,

e Kedpdlawo 2 mapouctdlel to TpoOypappa TapakolouBnong tou Mtnvoloyikol
Yuvdéapou Kumpou,

e Keddlawo 3 mapouotdlel ta amoteAéopata g épeuvag mediou Kol Thv avaiuon
arnd to mpoypoppa TRIM, ta otolxela amo Tig npoondbeleg mAtagng Twv appodiwy
OPXWV KOIL TO TIOALTLKO KAl KOWWVLKO KALA TTou emikpatel, Kot



e Keddlawo 4 eivalr n oulntnon, OmMou yivetal P cuvoyn TNG KATAOTACNG TNG
mapAvoung mayideuong mMouAlwy Kal Toviletal n onuooia ylwa uloBétnon pLog
OTPOTNYLKNG KATA TN TAPAVONG Ttayldeuong MoUAlwy, cupdwvnUévn amod OAouc.

Ta £€€0ba ywa tnv epyacia mediov tou Mtnvoloyilkol (kavowua), kKaBwg Kal tTa £€oda Twv
ekaotote eBelovtwy, KAAUTTEL N opydvwon tou BirdLife International otn Meppavia, NABU,
KaBw¢ kat To Heinz Sielmann Stiftung Foundation, evw to RSPB kaAUTTEL TOUG HLoBoUC.



Summary

This report presents the latest findings of the on-going and systematic BirdLife Cyprus
surveillance programme on illegal bird trapping, relating to the spring 2014 season, while
also providing an overview of the current climate regarding this issue on the island. It is
highlighted that this report is mainly aimed at top decision makers and politicians, with the
aim of informing, raising awareness and generating momentum for more effective action to
tackle this chronic ecological problem, which has grown dramatically in the last few years.

The TRIM analysis of the survey data showed that mist netting activity for spring 2014
decreased by 57% compared to spring 2007, in line with the general pattern of recent years
of lower spring trapping levels compared to when the spring monitoring begun. However
this encouraging low trapping activity for the spring seasons has been observed before,
followed by very high trapping activity levels during the main autumn trapping season, as
observed in 2012 and 2013. In addition the pattern of recent years of much higher mist
netting activity in the SBAs compared to the Republic has been maintained, while the
Republic still has the issue of limestick use (over 2,600 limesticks located by environmental
NGOs — see ‘Results’ section of the report) and the restaurants illegally serving ambelopoulia
to deal with.

In conclusion, the spring survey data and the analysis showed relatively low levels of bird
trapping activity, following the pattern of recent spring seasons, but BirdLife Cyprus will
remain cautious until the next autumn season, which is a far more reliable indicator of the
overall bird trapping situation in Cyprus — in autumns 2012 and 2013 the trapping activity
levels revealed a far more alarming situation.

The enforcement efforts of the Cyprus Game & Fauna Service and the SBA Police Anti-
poaching unit were limited — to our knowledge the Larnaca & Famagusta district office of
Cyprus Game & Fauna Service did not have any prosecutions of trappers this spring, while
the Dhekelia SBA Police had a few prosecutions during the spring season. As for the Cyprus
Police Anti—poaching unit, which was in close cooperation with the CABS activists, it had a
total of 15 trappers prosecuted.

A very positive outcome has been the recent court decisions by the SBA courts at Dhekelia
and Akroriti, which sentenced two offenders, one to 3 months imprisonment (May 2014)
and another to 2 months imprisonment & a fine of €700 (February 2014), for bird trapping
crimes. These court decisions are milestone cases and the SBA courts have taken a big step
forward in imposing deterrent court penalties against serious wildlife crime offences such as
illegal bird trapping. It is now important to have a continuation of such deterrent court
decisions within the SBA courts and the Republic courts to make use of these milestone
cases in order to impose their own deterrent sanctions.

Furthermore, another encouraging result has been the vindication of the CABS activists in 2
court cases (March and May 2014) at the Famagusta District Court, who were wrongfully
accused of trespassing and causing damage to private property. These court decisions
essentially give justice to the legal activities and efforts of environmental organisations to
put an end to illegal bird trapping, and are a clear message that accusations such as



‘trespassing’ and ‘causing damage to private property’, usually claimed by suspected bird
trappers, will not stand in any court of justice.

BirdLife Cyprus continued with its initiative, funded by the MAVA Foundation through
BirdLife International, for the implementation of a Strategic Action Plan (StAP) to tackle
illegal bird trapping in Cyprus, which started in 2013 and involved all key stakeholders. A
final StAP document was sent for adoption to all the key stakeholders at the end of April
2014 and we are now at a critical stage in the success of this pioneer initiative. BirdLife
Cyprus has been following up with all the stakeholders for the adoption of the strategy and
we are calling upon the various stakeholders to do so. The adoption of the Action Plan will
give us the tool to begin working jointly in order to put an end to this ecological disaster.
The adoption and publication of the Plan is expected in July 2014.

The report is separated into the following sections:

o Section 1 provides an overview of the bird trapping in Cyprus, gives some
historical background to this activity, makes reference to the national legislation
regarding bird protection and presents the current situation,

. Section 2 describes the historical outline of the surveillance programme of
BirdLife Cyprus, and

. Section 3 presents the survey data from the monitoring programme and the
analysis from the TRIM software, summarises the enforcement data of the
competent authorities and gives an outline of the political and social attitudes
regarding this issue, and

. Section 4 is the discussion, giving an overview of the illegal bird trapping
situation and highlighting the importance for the adoption of a strategy against
illegal bird trapping, agreed by all.

All the running costs for the field work (fuel), as well as all the volunteer costs were covered
by the Partner of BirdLife International in Germany, NABU, together with the Heinz Sielmann
Stiftung Foundation, while the RSPB covers salaries.



1. Overview of bird trapping in Cyprus

Bird trapping in Cyprus has been illegal since 1974, when legislation on hunting was
introduced with Law 39/74 and non-selective methods such as mist nets, limesticks and
traps were prohibited. Moreover, in 1988 Cyprus ratified the 1979 Bern Convention on the
Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats, adopting a long list of birds as
protected, including the Blackcap (Sylvia atricapilla) (blackcaps are the main target species of
illegal bird trapping in Cyprus). With Cyprus joining the EU, EU Birds Directive (2009/147/EC,
formerly 79/409/EEC) was transposed into Cyprus Law N. 152(1)/2003, prohibiting anew the
use of non-selective methods including mist nets, limesticks and calling devices, as well as
the possession of trapping equipment, trapped birds and the trading and eating of trapped
birds.

Historically, trapped birds — mostly Blackcaps - were a food supplement for the mostly poor
island inhabitants living off the land. The practice of bird trapping in Cyprus has been
recorded in historical documents from the Middle Ages and even earlier times. Trapping as
practiced in Cyprus today bears no relation to the ‘traditional’ or historical situation.

Nowadays, bird trapping in Cyprus is widespread and extensive, contributing to the large
scale killing of hundreds of thousands of migratory and wintering birds, and survey records
show that 152 bird species have been found trapped in mist nets or limesticks, of which 78
are listed as threatened by the EU Birds Directive and / or BirdLife International®. This is a
clear indication of the non-selective nature of these methods. This illegal activity has
become a profitable business which is controlled to a large extent by the ‘big’ trappers who
are also involved in organised crime, and the Cyprus Game & Fauna Service estimated this
illegal business to be of the order of millions of euros’.

This report presents the latest survey results for spring 2014, when trappers are after
migratory birds, with the main target species being blackcaps (Sylvia atricapilla) and other
migrant songbirds. Trapped birds are either served as expensive ambelopoulia delicacies in
local restaurants or are used for home consumption.

BirdLife Cyprus ‘List of birds recorded trapped in mist nets and on limesticks’
http://www.birdlifecyprus.org/upload/PDFs/Trapping/Consolidated%20list%200f%20trapped%20bird
s_EN.pdf
> Game and Fauna Service (17th March 2010), Position paper presented at the Committee of
Environment of the Cyprus House of Parliament during a discussion to change the legislation on the
protection and management of wild birds and game species



http://www.birdlifecyprus.org/upload/PDFs/Trapping/Consolidated%20list%20of%20trapped%20birds_EN.pdf
http://www.birdlifecyprus.org/upload/PDFs/Trapping/Consolidated%20list%20of%20trapped%20birds_EN.pdf

2. Surveillance programme of BirdLife Cyprus

BirdLife Cyprus is a non-profit NGO working for the protection and conservation of birds,
their habitats and wider biodiversity, and is the Partner of BirdLife International in Cyprus.
With support from the RSPB (BirdLife partner in the UK), BirdLife Cyprus has undertaken a
systematic surveillance programme of illegal bird trapping in Cyprus since autumn 2002,
providing a long record of trapping activity and giving the NGO a very good measure of
expertise on the issue. The surveillance programme follows a ‘Bird Trapping Monitoring
Protocol’ that was developed by BirdLife Cyprus and the RSPB, in consultation with the
Cyprus Game & Fauna Service and the British Sovereign Base Area (SBA) police at the start of
the programme. Figure 1 shows a map where bird trapping takes place in Cyprus; monitoring
is concentrated in two areas (humbered 1 and 2) where extensive trapping takes place:

1. Kokkinochoria area (Eastern Larnaca/Famagusta area) — this area also includes
the Dhekelia Eastern Sovereign Base (ESBA) area), and

2. Ayios Theodoros and Maroni area (Western Larnaca).

Map of Cyprus indicating the main trapping areas

Main Trapping Areas

1. Kokkinochoria (Larnaca/Famagusta Area)
2. Ayios Theodoros - Maroni Area
3. Kiti Area
4. Lythrodontas Area
5. Troodos Area
6. Solea Valley
7. Marathasa Valley
8. Kampos Valley
9. Akamas Area
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Figure 1 Map of Cyprus showing the main trapping areas

Although trapping is also an issue in other areas of Cyprus, the survey efforts focus on these
two main areas due to resource limitations and because they hold the highest trapping
activity.

The monitoring is undertaken by visiting a random selection of sample squares (1 km?)
during daytime hours, with a focus on detecting mist netting activity. Limesticks are
recorded if they are found while searching for mist nets. The number of squares has been
stratified to ensure a representative coverage of areas under SBA administration and the
Republic of Cyprus. For more details on the methodology of BirdLife Cyprus read Appendix 2.



The project is undertaken in close co-operation with the competent authorities of the
Republic of Cyprus (the Game & Fauna Service and the Cyprus Police Anti-poaching unit) and
the SBA Police. When trapping paraphernalia is found, the BirdLife Cyprus team immediately
contacts the relevant enforcement authorities. It should be noted that the BirdLife Cyprus
observers never confront suspected trappers and never remove trapping paraphernalia.

BirdLife Cyprus would like to note its particular thanks to the RSPB/BirdLife in the UK, for
supporting the project financially since the beginning. Furthermore BirdLife Cyprus would
like to thank NABU (partner of BirdLife International in Germany) and the Heinz Sielmann
Stiftung Foundation for their financial support from 2013 onwards. NABU and the Heinz
Sielmann Stiftung Foundation cover the running costs and volunteer costs of the surveillance
programme, whereas the RSPB covers salaries.
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3. Results

Survey results

Field survey data
The field survey for spring 2014 was carried out in April 2014 following the standard survey

protocol. In total 40 squares were surveyed during this period and BirdLife Cyprus reported
all trapping finds to the relevant enforcement authorities, either the SBA Police, the Game &
Fauna Service or the Cyprus Police Anti-poaching Unit, depending on the location of the
finds.

A summary of the field data for spring 2014 is presented in Appendix 1. In total the findings
of the survey included 908 metres of active net rides (cleared “runs” in acacia plantations or
other habitats e.g. orchards, olive trees, either holding nets or where there was clear
evidence of preparation for the setting and/or use of nets) and 7 mist nets found in situ
(either classified as Active Set Nets or Active Unset Nets®). Opportunistic checks outside the
survey squares detected an additional 147 metres of active net rides and 5 mist nets in situ
(see Appendix 1).

The total length of active mist net rides within the 406 km? survey area (Larnaka - Famagusta
and Ayios Theodoros — Maroni areas) can be estimated at nearly 7 km (908 m x 301 / 40)*.

In terms of limesticks, BirdLife Cyprus detected a small number (26 limesticks) this past
spring. However, it is noted here that BirdLife Cyprus does not focus its field survey on the
detection of limesticks, as other organisations do. For example, during the spring 2014 bird
protection camp of the Committee Against Bird Slaughter (CABS), conducted between the 6™
to 19" April and 28™ April to 9" May, a total of 2,256 limesticks, 27 mist nets and 10
electronic decoy devices were located and confiscated®. In addition another organisation,
Migratory Birds Conservation in Cyprus (MBCC) detected during their 5-week survey a total
of 425 limesticks and 2 electronic decoy devices®. It is highlighted that nearly all the
limesticks detected by CABS and MBCC were in areas controlled by the Republic of Cyprus.

With the trapping finds of BirdLife Cyprus it is estimated that nearly 200,000 birds could
have been killed within the survey area and around 265,000 could have been killed across
the whole of Cyprus during spring 2014 (see Appendix 3 for details of the estimation).

Trends in spring netting activity using the TRIM software
The TRIM software has been used to undertake the long term trend analysis for the netting

activity for the spring seasons. BirdLife Cyprus has been gathering field data in a systematic

? Active Set Net (ASN) is a net ride where the mist net is in situ and is set and ready for catching birds.
Active Unset Net (AUN) is a net ride where the mist net is in situ but is furled i.e. the mist net is not
stretched up for catching birds but lowered down.

* There are 301 1 km® squares in the survey area that are classified as suitable for trapping activity (on
the basis of vegetation characteristics) and 40 of these squares were surveyed in spring 2014.

> Survey data provided on 11" June 2014 via email correspondence with CABS representative.

6 Survey data provided on 3" June 2014 via email correspondence with MBCC representative.
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manner for over a decade as part of its surveillance programme, particularly for the main
autumn trapping season, and it is possible to use such programmes for the analysis (it is
noted that the analysis for the spring season starts from 2007 when BirdLife started to
undertake full field surveys for this season). BirdLife Cyprus would like to thank the RSPB for
their help and guidance in undertaking the TRIM trend analysis.

TRIM (TRends & Indices for Monitoring data) is a program for the analysis of time series of
counts with missing observations. The program can be used to estimate indices and trends
and to assess the effects of covariates on these indices and trends. TRIM analyses time
series of counts, using Poisson regression and produces estimates of yearly indices and
trends (Panneloek & van Strien 2005)’. If observations are missing, TRIM estimates the
missing values on the basis of changes observed on plots that were monitored.

In other words, TRIM enables us to use the data from all the trapping survey squares ever
surveyed under the BirdLife Cyprus surveillance programme during the spring period, in total
104 squares, even though these squares were not all covered each spring season e.g. a
stratified random sample of 40 of these squares were surveyed in spring 2014. The
programme fills in’ missing values for squares that were not covered in a particular year on
the basis of the general trend derived from the data as a whole. The TRIM software (freely
available from http://www.ebcc.info/trim.html) is very widely used for analysis of field data
from ecological or biological studies. It works as an index, setting the first year of a time
series of data the value of 100 (in this case year 2007) and showing subsequent years
relative to this value of 100 as increases or decreases.

The trends in spring netting activity from the TRIM analysis are shown in Figure 2. It is noted
that the TRIM software analytical tool was used for the first time for the analysis of the
autumn 2013 survey data®.

7 Pannekoek, J. & van Strien, A. 2005. TRIM 3 Manual (TRends & Indices for Monitoring data).
Statistics Netherlands

® Autumn 2013 trapping report (January 2014) BirdLIfe Cyprus.
http://www.birdlifecyprus.org/backup/user/Autumn%202013%20Trapping%20Report.pdf
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Figure 2 Trends for spring bird trapping activity with the use of mist nets since 2007 across
104 squares — TRIM analysis

As it is shown in the graph above trapping activity for spring 2014 showed relatively low
levels of bird trapping activity, following the pattern observed in recent spring seasons. Mist
netting activity for spring 2014 decreased by 57% compared to spring 2007 (index value of
100). However in comparison to the findings of last year’s spring 2013, trapping activity has
increased by 43% (by comparing index points difference from 30 to 43), suggesting a
possible resurgence in spring trapping.

It is also highlighted that spring season data can represent a ‘false dawn’. Over the last few
years spring seasons have shown an encouraging decrease in trapping, only to be followed
by very high trapping activity levels for the main autumn trapping season - a similar pattern
was recorded for both 2012 and 2013. The spring 2014 results may show a better situation
compared to before (i.e. 2007 reference year) but for sure they cannot be taken as a reliable
barometer of the trapping situation in Cyprus. We must wait for the autumn 2014 season to
reliably assess the state of play. Furthermore the increase shown since 2012 in spring
trapping is alarming.

Figure 3 summarises spring mist netting activity under different jurisdictions using the TRIM
analytical programme.
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Trends in spring trapping activity for mist netting under
different jurisdictions
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Figure 3 Trends in trapping activity for mist netting within the Republic of Cyprus and
within the UK Dhekelia Sovereign Base Area — TRIM analysis

The sample of 104 squares includes 80 squares within the Republic of Cyprus (RoC), 19

within the Dhekelia Sovereign Base Area (SBA) and 5 squares that cover areas in both

jurisdictions (referred to as ‘Joint’ squares). In spring 2014, 28 squares within the Republic of

Cyprus, 9 squares within the SBA and 3 ‘Joint’ squares were covered. However, for the

analysis and the graph shown above, we have excluded the 5 ‘Joint’ squares that are part of

the total sample of 104 squares, in order not to skew the account for neither the RoC nor

the SBAs, i.e. any mist netting activity found in ‘Joint’ squares has not been included.

For the Republic areas, spring 2014 mist netting activity showed a slight increase of
8% compared to spring 2013 (by comparing index points difference from 12 to 13
values). In comparison to 2002 there has been a significant decrease of 87% for
spring 2014.

For the SBA areas, spring 2014 mist netting activity showed a decrease of 12%
compared to spring 2013 (by comparing index points difference from 105 to 92
values). In comparison to 2002 there has been a small decrease of 8% for spring
2014.

Overall it is clear from Figure 3 that mist netting activity has decreased significantly
since 2007 in the RoC areas, particularly during the last few years. However the
opposite has been recorded within the SBAs areas, with a decrease up to 2012 and a
dramatic increase in mist netting activity since then, reaching the trapping levels of
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the 2007 (reference year). This pattern of much higher mist netting activity in the
SBAs compared to the Republic has held in recent years, primarily due to the mist
netting hotspot of Cape Pyla and the surrounding areas, and is something that the
SBA Administration should address urgently.

With regards to the Republic there is still an issue with limestick use, as shown by the survey
data of environmental NGOs (CABS and MBCC) which located over 2,600 limesticks during
spring 2014.

Enforcement

There are 3 competent authorities that are responsible for enforcement against illegal bird
trapping in Cyprus: the Game & Fauna Service and the Cyprus Police Anti-Poaching unit that
are responsible for areas controlled under the Republic of Cyprus, and the SBA Police Anti-
Poaching unit responsible for areas within the UK sovereign base areas. The resources of the
above-mentioned enforcement bodies are as follows:

e Game & Fauna Service, the responsible body for the implementation of the Birds
Directive, has about 90 wardens in total across the whole of island. The Larnaca &
Famagusta district, where most of the bird trapping takes place in Cyprus and where
the survey area of BirdLife Cyprus is focused, has in total 20 game wardens.

e Cyprus Police Anti-Poaching Unit has 5 officers (used to be 10 police officers in 2011-
2012 but resources have been reallocated)

e SBA Police Anti-Poaching Unit is a team of 4 officers to cover the Eastern Dhekelia
Sovereign Base Area.

Table 1 summarises the number of reports that BirdLife Cyprus provided to the competent
authorities regarding active trapping sites and the overall feedback given by the competent
authorities. It is noted that the information presented in the table below refers to active
trapping sites as recorded by the survey team (this includes all net codes, P, ANN, AUN and
ASN — see Appendix 2 for net classification - and sites where limesticks were found) and
were reported to the competent authorities for further action.

Table 1 Summary of trapping reports provided to competent authorities from BirdLife
Cyprus during Spring 2014

Game and Fauna SBA Anti- . .
. . Cyprus Police Anti-
Service — Larnaca Poaching Poaching Unit
& Famagusta Police Unit &
16 19 None reported to this
Number of reports competent authority
No feedback N N/A
i one
Prosecutions / Arrests provided
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No feedback N N/A
o one
Confiscations provided
. ) No feedback 19 N/A
Nothing found provided

Note 1: ‘Nothing found’ refers to cases where the competent authority checked the trapping location
but reported it inactive (no nets or limesticks in situ) upon its visit, therefore no prosecution or
confiscation has taken place or no feedback was provided.

Note 2: N/A — Not Applicable

With regards to the Game and Fauna Service (Larnaca & Famagusta district), in total 16
trapping locations were reported, but no feedback has been provided to BirdLife Cyprus to
this date and it is therefore assumed that no prosecutions or confiscations took place. If this
is so, it’s a very disappointing outcome on behalf of the Game and Fauna Service (Larnaca &
Famagusta district) and BirdLife Cyprus hopes to see much more active engagement during
the autumn season.

With regards to the Dhekelia SBA Police Anti-poaching unit, in total 19 trapping locations
were reported but no confiscations or prosecutions were made. In many cases the SBA
Police checked the location 1 month or more later, and the feedback included mainly the
clearing of trapping paraphernalia such as pole bases and poles or that no activity was
found. BirdLife Cyprus believes that there must be a much quicker response time i.e. within
a day or so (except in circumstances when a big operation may be planned for a big trapping
site), in order for enforcement to act as a deterrent to this activity and to start implementing
a ‘zero tolerance’ approach on the ground.

As for the Cyprus Police Anti-poaching police unit, this season it was working very closely
with the CABS activists and hence BirdLife Cyprus did not report any trapping locations
directly to them. The cooperation of this unit with the CABS activists was quite effective as a
total of 15 trappers were caught red-handed and were prosecuted during spring 2014°,
including in one case a trapper who was arrested with 6 mist nets, 291 limesticks, and a
calling device found in his possession™.

Social and political attitudes

Illegal bird trapping was covered quite extensively by the media in the last few months, both
at an international and national level. At the international level the issue of trapping was
covered in newspaper articles in the Daily Mail and The Times, two very popular and widely
read newspapers in the UK. In particular the former one with title ‘Stop the barbaric

° Press Release of CABS & Foundation Pro Biodiversity (SPA), 13" June 2014.

1% press Release of the Cyprus Police dated 17/4/2014 with title ‘Poaching — Law for the protection
and management of wild birds’
http://www.police.gov.cy/police/police.nsf/All/58844C9BIE6D4329C2257CBD0O05D46D0?0OpenDocu
ment
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slaughter’ made reference also to the letters that Prince Charles sent to both the Sovereign
Base Area Administration and the President of Republic of Cyprus, where the Prince was
asking for effective measures to be taken in order to stop this large scale, illegal and
profitable activity. This ecological problem was also covered by a journalist at the Agence
France-Presse (AFP), an international news agency, giving worldwide exposure to this issue.
Appendix 4 provides a list of selected international articles.

At the national level bird trapping was covered in newspaper articles, radios and TV
programmes. Although most of the coverage was supportive of the anti-trapping effort,
highlighting the large scale killing of birds and the non-selective nature of this activity, there
was also pro trapping coverage. During the programme ‘Anoixti Grammi’ at Sigma TV
channel on the 16" May 2014, the President of the so called ‘Association of Traditional and
Sustainable Hunting Methods’ (previously called ‘Association of the Friends of Limesticks’),
Mr Stavros Neophytou, claimed that the data of environmental NGOs with regards to the
large scale and non-selective killing of migratory birds in Cyprus are unsubstantiated and
wrong, and an attempt to mislead the general public. During the show the Mayor of
Paralimni, Mr Theodoros Pyrilli, and a Member of the Cyprus Parliament, Dr Kyriakos
Xadjigiannis, spoke on air and supported the continuation of illegal bird trapping and that it
is a traditional, small scale practice. In a very bold manner the Mayor of Paralimni also
admitted that money made from illegal bird trapping funded his university studies, a clear
indication of the large scale, money making business that bird trapping has become. BirdLife
Cyprus prepared a Press Release dismissing all the misleading and unsubstantiated claims
made by the pro trapping lobby during the show™".

More encouragingly, there has been a big step forward towards the adoption of a ‘zero
tolerance’ approach within the courts regarding illegal bird trapping. More specifically, on
two separate occasions SBA Courts sentenced bird trappers to imprisonment:

e Early February 2014: The Episkopi SBA court sentenced a bird trapper to 2 months

imprisonment and a fine of €700 for trapping wild birds with the use of mist nets
and live birds as decoys for the purpose of illegal trade as cage birds. This was the
first time that a bird trapper was put in prison for a bird trapping offence™.

e 20" May 2014: The Dhekelia SBA court sentenced a trapper to 3 months in prison
for the illegal possession of wild birds and other game and illegal hunting. This is the
first ever time that someone is imprisoned for illegal bird trapping and killing in the
Dhekelia SBA, which in recent years has become a mist netting hotspot, giving a
clear message that bird trapping is a serious wildlife crime and that a ‘zero tolerance’
will be implemented®.

u ‘Illegal bird trapping in Cyprus — BirdLife Cyprus dismisses the claims of pro trapping supporters and
welcomes the recent court decision for a 3 month imprisonment of a trapper’. 20/5/2014.
http://www.birdlifecyprus.org/upload/2014 05 20 Birdtrapping MythsvsReality _Final.pdf

2 http://incyprus.philenews.com/en-gb/Showbiz/4118/39799/man-jailed-for-bird-c

B “Three months imprisonment for poaching, 20/5/2014 (article in Greek)
http://www.newzup.com/index.php?id=18669

‘Three months in the prison of the British Bases for poaching, 20/5/2014 (article in Greek)
http://www.antliwo.com/kypros/2014/05/20/treis-mhnes-stis-fylakes-twn-nretanikwn/
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These SBA Court decisions are truly milestone cases where deterrent court penalties have
been imposed for the first time on illegal bird trapping offences. Such penalties are in line
with the Larnaca Declaration™ for a ‘zero tolerance’ approach against illegal bird killing and
trapping, which is a serious wildlife crime, and BirdLife Cyprus is hoping to see more
deterrent count penalties for such offences from now on, both in the SBAs and in the
Republic.

Furthermore, recent court decisions in the Republic of Cyprus Courts vindicated the CABS
activists, who on 2 occasions were wrongfully accused of trespassing and causing damage to
private property:

e 5" March 2014: The Famagusta District Court decided to dismiss the accusations
against the CABS activists for causing damage to property, as claimed by two
trappers from the Famagusta area, and ordered one of the trappers to pay a €500
fine for the illegal possession of limesticks. Notably at the same court case and as
part of an ‘out of Court’ settlement, the activists received a compensation of €7,000
by the prosecuted man for causing them body injuries.

e 9" May 2014: The Famagusta District Court dismissed again the charges against the
CABS activists of ‘trespassing’ on private property ‘with intent of committing a
criminal offence and malicious damage’.

BirdLife Cyprus prepared a Press Release for both court cases, welcoming the outcome of
these court decisions™. These court decisions are particularly encouraging as they give
justice to the legal activities and efforts of environmental organisations to put an end to
illegal bird trapping, and give a clear message to the illegal trappers that unsubstantiated
accusations of ‘trespassing’ and ‘causing damage to private property’ are not to be accepted
by any court of justice.

' Larnaca Declaration under the Bern Convention (July 2011)
https://wcd.coe.int/com.instranet.InstraServlet?command=com.instranet.CmdBlobGet&Instranetima
ge=1960735&SecMode=1&Docld=1806244&Usage=2

' press Release of BirdLife Cyprus ‘Recent Court decisions vindicate anti-trapping organisations’
(14/5/2014). http://birdlifecyprus.org/upload/2014 05 14 Antitrappingactivists Courtcase .pdf
Press Release of BirdLife Cyprus ‘BirdLife Cyprus welcomes Court decision vindicating anti-

trapping activists’ (7/3/2014).

http://birdlifecyprus.org/upload/2014 03 07 Antitrappingactivists Courtcase EN Final.pdf.
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4. Discussion

Illegal bird trapping activity with the use of mist nets and limesticks continued during spring
2014, as shown by the survey data from the systematic surveillance programme of BirdLife
Cyprus and other data sources (enforcement data from competent authorities, survey data
of other environmental NGOs). The overall pattern of spring monitoring in recent years has
shown illegal bird trapping activity levels to be lower than in the past —in spring 2014 a 57%
decrease was recorded in mist netting activity compared to spring 2007. However spring
seasons can represent a ‘false down’ and have been followed by very high trapping activity
levels during the main autumn trapping season, as observed both in 2012 and 2013.
Additionally it is alarming that since 2012 spring mist netting activity is on the rise, especially
within the SBA jurisdiction, and measures should be taken to reverse this pattern, while the
RoC still has the issue of limestick use and the restaurants illegally serving birds to deal with.
BirdLife Cyprus will remain cautious until the next autumn season, which will provide a far
better picture of the overall trapping situation in Cyprus.

Media interest on the trapping issue was quite high in the last few months, both at a
national and international level, including newspaper articles, radio references and TV
shows. Most of the coverage was anti-trapping, highlighting the true extent of illegal bird
trapping in Cyprus and that it contributes to large scale killing of wild birds and that it is non-
selective. However there was also TV coverage of the pro trapping lobby group, which
claimed that trapping is small scale and that it does not contribute to large scale killing, in an
attempt to mislead and to confuse the general public. BirdLife Cyprus responded with a
Press Release, dismissing all the unsubstantiated claims of the pro trapping supporters™. It is
clear that a long term awareness campaign is needed to make the general public aware of
the real ecological impact of bird trapping.

It is also very encouraging to see that courts are starting to consider bird offences as a
serious wildlife crime. At the end of May 2014 the Dhekelia SBA court sentenced a trapper to
3 months in prison for the illegal possession of wild birds and other game and illegal hunting
— this was the first ever time that someone was imprisoned for illegal bird trapping and
killing in Cyprus, giving a clear ‘zero tolerance’ message. A few months earlier the Episkopi
SBA court had sentenced another bird trapper to 2 months imprisonment and a fine of €700
for trapping wild birds with the use of mist nets and live birds as decoys, for the purpose of
illegal trade as cage birds. Both court decisions are milestone cases and the SBA courts have
taken a big step forward in imposing deterrent court penalties. BirdLife Cyprus would like to
see now a continuation of such deterrent court decisions at the SBA courts and the Republic
courts to make use of these milestone cases in order to impose deterrent court sanctions as
well.

Apart from the imposition of deterrent court sanctions for bird trapping offences, another
positive outcome has been the vindication of the activists of the Committee Against Bird
Slaughter (CABS) on 2 court cases (March and May 2014), who were wrongfully accused of
trespassing and causing damage to private property. More importantly, in the former case
the trappers were also ordered to pay a €500 fine for the illegal possession of limesticks by
the Court, and as part of an ‘out of the Court’ settlement an additional compensation of
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€7,000 to the activists for causing them body injuries. These court decisions give justice to
the legal activities and efforts of environmental organisations to put an end to illegal bird
trapping, and give a clear message that accusations of ‘trespassing’ and ‘causing damage to
private property’, usually claimed by suspected bird trappers, will not stand in any court of
justice.

BirdLife Cyprus continued with its initiative funded by the MAVA Foundation, through
BirdLife International, to develop a Strategic Action Plan (StAP) to tackle illegal bird trapping
in Cyprus. The effort begun in 2013 with the organization of 2 workshops and a consultation
process was undertaken to receive comments and feedback from all key stakeholders. From
the discussions at the workshops the stakeholders identified 7 key areas of action to be
included in this strategy: enforcement, courts, policy, awareness raising, habitat
management, economic consequences and monitoring & coordination. A final StAP
document was sent for adoption to all the key stakeholders at the end of April 2014 and we
are now at a critical stage in this pioneering initiative. BirdLife Cyprus has been following up
with all the stakeholders for the adoption of the Plan and we are calling upon the various
stakeholders to do so. The adoption of the Action Plan will give us the tool to begin working
jointly in order to put an end to this ecological disaster and its adoption and publication of is
expected in July 2014.
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Appendix 1
Survey data for spring 2014

Evidence of illegal bird trapping activity within survey squares

Confidential data — provided upon request

Evidence of illegal bird trapping activity outside survey squares

Confidential data — provided upon request
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Appendix 2

Methodology of the trapping surveillance programme

Survey area and sampling strategy

The surveillance project began in 2002 with the coverage of 60 sample squares (each 1x1
km) chosen at random from within a 261 km2 study area, which covered most of the
Famagusta/Eastern Larnaca area and the Ayios Theodoros — Maroni area.

In 2005, the monitoring became more targeted, focusing on habitat suitable for trapping.
Each 1 km square within the study area was classified as either a ‘possible bird trapping area’
or ‘unlikely bird trapping area’ based solely on the presence or absence of vegetation
suitable for setting limesticks or nets. Surveillance subsequently took place in ‘possible’
squares only. Some 44 of the original 60 sample squares were ‘possible bird trapping area’
squares under the new classification. These 44 squares were kept, with another 16 new
squares chosen randomly to bring the total sample to 60 again.

Then, in 2007, the survey area was expanded to cover 295 km2 for Famagusta/Eastern
Larnaca area and 111 km2 for Ayios Theodoros — Maroni area, bringing the total survey area
to 406 km2. This was done after preliminary surveys in autumn 2006 found evidence of
extensive trapping on the margins of the original (261 km2) survey area. The sample size was
expanded to 100 squares (40 new squares were randomly chosen) to allow for this extension
of the survey area. Out of the 406 1 km2 squares of the expanded survey area, 301 have
been classified as ‘possible bird trapping area’ squares.

The random selection of sample squares is stratified to ensure representative coverage of
areas under SBA, Republic of Cyprus and “Joint” jurisdiction (squares where the two
jurisdictions meet). In terms of the analysis of the survey data BirdLife Cyprus is using the
TRIM (TRends & Indices for Monitoring data) programme, which enables the analysis of time
series of counts with missing observations. The program can be used to estimate indices and
trends and to assess the effects of covariates on these indices and trends. TRIM analyses
time series of counts, using Poisson regression and produces estimates of yearly indices and
trends (Panneloek & van Strien 2005)'. If observations are missing, TRIM estimates the
missing values on the basis of changes observed on plots that were monitored.

In other words, TRIM enables us to use the data from all the trapping survey squares ever
surveyed under the BirdLife Cyprus surveillance programme during the autumn period, in
total 104 squares, even though these squares were not all covered each autumn season. The
programme ‘fills in” missing values for squares that were not covered in a particular year on
the basis of the general trend derived from the data as a whole. The TRIM software (freely
available from http://www.ebcc.info/trim.html) is very widely used for analysis of field data
from ecological or biological studies. It works as an index, setting the first year of a time
series of data the value of 100 (in this case year 2002) and showing up or down changes in
subsequent years relative to this value of 100

Surveying for trapping activity
Surveying consists of a two-man team systematically searching for evidence of illegal
trapping activity in the randomly selected one by one kilometre squares. The time taken to

te Pannekoek, J. & van Strien, A. 2005. TRIM 3 Manual (TRends & Indices for Monitoring data).
Statistics Netherlands
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survey each square is recorded, as are weather patterns and the presence or absence of
large numbers of migrant birds.

For safety reasons (avoidance of possible confrontation with trappers) the BC observers do
not go out in the field at dawn, which is the main period of trapping activity, but carry out
surveys between 09:00 and 17:00. Each sample square is surveyed only once each season,
partly for safety reasons (minimising the risk of the observers becoming known to trappers)
and partly because repeat sampling of each square has no particular value when it comes to
analysis of the collected data. Opportunistic observations are also made in the surroundings
of squares where mist netting is suspected. Trapping activity includes:

e mist netting activity, which is the main focus of the surveillance programme of
BirdLife Cyprus. This is calculated using the total length of active net rides recorded
within the survey area; and

e limesticks, using the total number of active limesticks found within the survey area.

Mist nets

The two observers carry out a thorough search of all habitat patches suitable for the setting
of mist nets (i.e. all areas with bushes and/or trees) within each sample square. The
observers record all direct and indirect evidence of mist net and tape lure use and of net ride
preparation and use (e.g. cleared corridors within vegetation for putting up nets, presence of
pole bases). The codes used for the various categories of mist netting activity and tape lure
use are given below, as are the codes used for recording the type of habitat where trapping
activity is detected. The surveyors note cases where they come across enclosed (fenced)
areas that they cannot see into at all, or cannot see into well enough to survey fully.

Box 1 Key to survey codes used for the field

Net code Habitat code Tape lure code
O —old ride A — acacia P —tale lure present, playing
P —ride recently prepared C — citrus L — loudspeakers present
ANN — active no nets present E — eucalyptus Y —tape lure present, not
AUN — active unset net present F —fig playing
ASN — active set net present J—mulberry U — unknown
IUN —inactive unset net present O —olive W — electrical wires associated
M — maquis with tape lures
P — pomegranate B — car battery present
K —carob
Cy — cypress
L — lentisk
S —syrian plum

The main net classifications are described below:
e Prepared (P): A net ride that is clearly ready to be used but there is no evidence e.g.
bird feathers, blood stains, thrown pebbles, to suggest illegal activity was taking
place the previous night / morning (see Figure 4),
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e Active No Net (ANN): A net ride that from the evidence found e.g. bird feathers,
blood stains, thrown pebbles, indicates that illegal activity was taking place the
previous night / morning but no net is present (see Figure 5),

e Active Unset Net present (AUN): A net ride where the trapper has left the mist net
on the poles but it is furled i.e. the mist net is not stretched up for catching birds but
lowered down (or the net is placed e.g. under a tree) (see Figure 6), and

e Active Set Net present (ASN): A net ride where the trapper has left the mist net set
on the poles and it is ready for catching birds (see Figure 7).

oo )

! N %3
Figure 5: Active No Net ride (ANN) with blood stains found next to pole bases
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Figure 6: Active Unset Net present (AUN) in acacia plantations managed extensively for
mist netting

Figure 7: Active Set Net present (ASN) —corridors in orchards are often used for mist
netting

Limesticks

While the main effort of the observers is to locate evidence of mist netting, all evidence of
limestick activity is also recorded. Limesticks are much harder to locate in the field than mist
nets and are often set in a different habitat to mist nets. In addition, incidental evidence for
limestick use is hard to detect (though trees pruned to hold limesticks are readily
identifiable). It is impractical to search entire 1 km2 sample squares for limesticks due to the
time consuming nature of the task. The protocol is therefore for the observers to look out
for limesticks while concentrating on surveying for mist netting activity.
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Appendix 3

Estimation of numbers of birds caught during spring 2014

The following key assumptions are applied for the estimation of the birds killed:

. 12 metres is the assumed average length for a mist net

o 20 birds are caught per 12-m net per day (Magnin, 1986 )

o 0.5 birds are caught per limestick per day

. 60 days is the duration of the trapping period for spring and autumn seasons

o 50% scaling factor — applied for springs to account for a lower number of
migrating birds passing via Cyprus compared to the autumn

. 301 are the possible bird trapping squares within the survey area as identified

from the surveillance programme in 2007 (the random sample of squares
surveyed by BirdLife Cyprus is taken from these 301 squares)

o 75% of illegal trapping activity for all of Cyprus takes place within the survey
area (based on input from enforcement authorities and other experts)
o For P (prepared) nets it is assumed that they are active every other day while for

ANN (Active No Nets), ASN (Active Set Nets) and AUN (Active Unset Nets) nets it
is assumed that they are active every day during the trapping season
Using the above assumptions the bird death toll is estimated as follows for autumn:
For nets = [(Total length of P category net rides/2) + (Total length of ANN+AUN+ASN rides)] /
(average length of a net) x (20 birds per net per day) x (total number of ‘possible bird
trapping area’ squares / number of squares surveyed) x (length of trapping season in days) x
(50% scaling factor — for lower no of birds in spring)
= [(778/2) + 0 + 30 + 100] / (12) x (20) x (301/40) x (60) x (50%)
= 195,274 birds could have been caught within the survey area in mist nets.

For limesticks = (Total number of limesticks found) x (0.5 birds per limestick per day) x (total
number of ‘possible bird trapping area’ squares / number of squares surveyed) x (length of
trapping season in days) x (50% scaling factor — for lower no of birds in spring)

=26 x0.5x(301/40) x 60 x (50%)

= 2,935 birds caught within the survey area on limesticks

In total 198,209 could have been killed in mist nets and limesticks within the survey area
during spring 2014. Assuming that the survey area accounts for 75% of the trapping activity
in Cyprus, the bird death toll across Cyprus is:

= 198,209 / 75%

= 264,278 could have been killed in nets and limesticks across all Cyprus during spring
2014.
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Appendix 4
List of media coverage on illegal bird trapping in 2014

Shortlist of international media articles

e ‘Wo Vogelschlachter unbehelligt ihr Unwesen treiben’. Welt, 26/5/2014.
http://www.welt.de/wissenschaft/umwelt/article128420550/Wo-Vogelschlaechter-
unbehelligt-ihr-Unwesen-treiben.html

e ‘Wo Vogelschlachter unbehelligt ihr Unwesen treiben’. MorgenPost, 26/5/2014.
http://www.morgenpost.de/web-wissen/article128420550/Wo-Vogelschlaechter-
unbehelligt-ihr-Unwesen-treiben.html

e ‘Migrating birds end up in cooking pots in Cyprus’. The Rakyat Post, 25/5/2014.
http://www.therakyatpost.com/features/2014/05/25/migrating-birds-end-cooking-
pots-cyprus/

e ‘Poaching in Cyprus reaches ‘industrial scale’”. The Malay Mail Online, 24/5/2014.
http://www.themalaymailonline.com/features/article/poaching-in-cyprus-reaches-
industrial-scale

e ‘Chypre : 2 millions d’oiseaux migrateurs tués en 2013’. Sciencesetavenir,
22/5/2014. http://www.sciencesetavenir.fr/nature-
environnement/20140522.0BS8165/chypre-2-millions-d-oiseaux-migrateurs-tues-
en-2013.html

e ‘Migrating birds stop off in Cyprus at their peril’. The New Age, 20/5/2014
http://thenewage.co.za/126002-1021-53-

Migrating birds stop off in Cyprus at their peril

e ‘Migrating birds stop off in Cyprus at their peril’. Daily News, 20/5/2014.
http://www.dailynewsen.com/science/migrating-birds-stop-off-in-cyprus-at-their-
peril-h2496680.html.

e ‘Migrating birds stop off in Cyprus at their peril’. 20/5/2014.
http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/news/afp/140520/migrating-birds-stop-
cyprus-at-their-peril. .

e ‘Cyprus a 'disaster zone' for birds’. News24, 20/5/2014.
http://www.news24.com/Green/News/Cyprus-a-disaster-zone-for-birds-20140520.

e ‘Chypre: 2 millions d’oiseaux migrateurs tués, les écologistes mobilisés’. 20
minutes.fr, 19/5/2014. http://www.20minutes.fr/planete/1379421-20140519-
chypre-2-millions-doiseaux-migrateurs-tues-ecologistes-mobilises.

e ‘Who killed cock robin? The Russian mafia did it’. The Times, 10/5/2014.
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/tto/opinion/columnists/article4085868.ece

e ‘Stop the 'barbaric slaughter' of British songbirds: Prince Charles demands in private
letter to head of Army base in Cyprus’. Main on Sunday, 23/3/2014,
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2586928/Stop-barbaric-slaughter-British-
songbirds-Prince-Charles-demands-private-letter-head-Army-base-Cyprus.html.

27


http://www.welt.de/wissenschaft/umwelt/article128420550/Wo-Vogelschlaechter-unbehelligt-ihr-Unwesen-treiben.html
http://www.welt.de/wissenschaft/umwelt/article128420550/Wo-Vogelschlaechter-unbehelligt-ihr-Unwesen-treiben.html
http://www.morgenpost.de/web-wissen/article128420550/Wo-Vogelschlaechter-unbehelligt-ihr-Unwesen-treiben.html
http://www.morgenpost.de/web-wissen/article128420550/Wo-Vogelschlaechter-unbehelligt-ihr-Unwesen-treiben.html
http://www.therakyatpost.com/features/2014/05/25/migrating-birds-end-cooking-pots-cyprus/
http://www.therakyatpost.com/features/2014/05/25/migrating-birds-end-cooking-pots-cyprus/
http://www.themalaymailonline.com/features/article/poaching-in-cyprus-reaches-industrial-scale
http://www.themalaymailonline.com/features/article/poaching-in-cyprus-reaches-industrial-scale
http://www.sciencesetavenir.fr/nature-environnement/20140522.OBS8165/chypre-2-millions-d-oiseaux-migrateurs-tues-en-2013.html
http://www.sciencesetavenir.fr/nature-environnement/20140522.OBS8165/chypre-2-millions-d-oiseaux-migrateurs-tues-en-2013.html
http://www.sciencesetavenir.fr/nature-environnement/20140522.OBS8165/chypre-2-millions-d-oiseaux-migrateurs-tues-en-2013.html
http://thenewage.co.za/126002-1021-53-Migrating_birds_stop_off_in_Cyprus_at_their_peril
http://thenewage.co.za/126002-1021-53-Migrating_birds_stop_off_in_Cyprus_at_their_peril
http://www.dailynewsen.com/science/migrating-birds-stop-off-in-cyprus-at-their-peril-h2496680.html
http://www.dailynewsen.com/science/migrating-birds-stop-off-in-cyprus-at-their-peril-h2496680.html
http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/news/afp/140520/migrating-birds-stop-cyprus-at-their-peril
http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/news/afp/140520/migrating-birds-stop-cyprus-at-their-peril
http://www.news24.com/Green/News/Cyprus-a-disaster-zone-for-birds-20140520
http://www.20minutes.fr/planete/1379421-20140519-chypre-2-millions-doiseaux-migrateurs-tues-ecologistes-mobilises
http://www.20minutes.fr/planete/1379421-20140519-chypre-2-millions-doiseaux-migrateurs-tues-ecologistes-mobilises
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/tto/opinion/columnists/article4085868.ece
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2586928/Stop-barbaric-slaughter-British-songbirds-Prince-Charles-demands-private-letter-head-Army-base-Cyprus.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2586928/Stop-barbaric-slaughter-British-songbirds-Prince-Charles-demands-private-letter-head-Army-base-Cyprus.html

