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Nepidnyn

H napovoa avadopd mopouctalel Ta TEAEUTALN EUPUATA TOU CUVEXL{OUEVOU TIPOYPAUOTOG
mapakoAouOnong tng mapavoung nayideuong mouAlwy tou Mtnvoloyikou Zuvdéopou Kumpou
yla to xepwva 2014-15. Emonuaivetal otL n avoadopd auth £XElL WG KUPLO OTOXO TOUG
umeLBuUvVoUC ota KEvtpa ANPNG amodACEWVY Kal TOUG TIOALTIKOUC, LE OKOTIO TNV EVNUEPWON,
NV evaobnTomoinon Kot TNV KWNTomoinon yLo TILo ANOTEAECHATLKA SpAcn yLot AVILETWTILON
auTtoU Tou Xpoviou olkoAoylkoU TpoPARaToG, To omnolo £xel auénBel Spapatikd Ta teAeutaia
Xpovia.

INUELWVETAL OTL yla To Xewwva 2014-15, o Mtnvoloylkog dev €kave TANpPnN €psuva mediou
OTWG TIEPLYPAPETAL OTO MPWTOKOAAO TOU TIPOYPAUUATOG TtapakoAouBnong tng mapdvoung
nayideuong mouAlwv. EvtoUTolg, yla va €XEL LA €LKOVOL TNG KATAOTAONG TNG XELLEPLVAG
nayidevong €ylve pla €peuva eAEyXou onueiwv omou éva Ssiypa onueiwv mayideuong
eAéyxOnkav yla Tuxov mapdvopn dpaoctnplotnta. Auth eival n SUTEPN CUVEXOUEVN XELLEPLVN
£€peuva neSiou omou epapuoletal autr n LEB0SOC EAEyXOU GnUELWV.

JuvoAlkd eAéyxBnkav 90 tomoBeoiec-onueia. Ta supiuata tng épsuvag Katéypapoav 1 415
HETPA evepywv Sladpopwv yla dixtua (SLadpoueg o MEPLOXEG HE aKkakieg | AAAn BAdGotnaon
TL.X. TIOPTOKOAAQLWVEG, eAALWVEC, Omou PBpEOnkav dixtua fn suprnuata OTL yivetal mayidsuaon),
48 diytua emi tomou, 5 £oPepya kat 13 mouAld mou PBpEBnkav mayldsupéva. OAla ta onueia
nayideuong katoyyEABNKav oTIg apUOSLEC apyEC yia Ttepaltépw Spaon.

MapoAo mou bev eival Suvatov va eEaxBolv oL TACELS Yl Ta XELLEPLVA emimeda mayideuong
TouAwwy, adou Sev €ywve TANPNG €peuva Tediou OMWE TEPLYPAPETOL OTO MPWTOKOAAO TOU
TIPOYPAUUATOC TTOPOKOAOUONONG TOU OpPYaVIOMOU, TO EUPHHATA TOU TIEPUCHEVOU XELUWVA
Atav laitepa avnouxntikd adou Tapoucldlouv HLA ELKOVO EKTOG €AEYXOU, HE OEKASECG
Sixtua Slackopriopéva otnv UmalBpo. Mia TOpOpOLla ELKOVA XELUEPWVAG Tayibsuong
KataypddnKe KoL Tov MepAoHEVO Xelpwva 2013-14, 6mou kataypddnkav 1 067 pETpa evepywv
Stadpopwv kat 53 dixtva emi tomou (BirdLife Cyprus, loUviog 2014). Extudrtotl OTL yla
oAOKANpo TO £10¢ 2014 Mavw armod 2,5 ekaToppUpLa TOUALA pmopel va Bavatwonkav amno tny
napdvopn nayideuon og oAdkAnpn tnv Kumpo, pe Bdaon tig kataypadég Tou Mtnvoloykol yia
Vv avolén, Ovomwpo Kat xelpwva. Autd ta emtimedo KAtadelkvUOUV TNV TPAYHATIKY EKTOON
ToU TIPOBAAMATOC KAl TO YEYOVOC OTL auth n mapdvoun Spactnpldtnta £XeL yivel pia
eTUKEPSONC ETIXElPNON HUE TOUG OPYAVWHEVOUG TTayLOeUTEG ou Byalouv XIALASeG supw KABE
Xpovo.

O Ntnvohoykog uvdeopog Kumpou miotelel OTL 0 UOVOG TPOTOC yla va AuBel auto to
moAUTAOKO TIPOBANUA gival av OAoL oL KUpLoL eumAekOpeVo dopeig (SLwKTIKEG apxeg, MKOg,
KUBepvNTIKA TUNUata KTA.) ULOBeTAOOUV Kal EEKIVAOOUV TNV €hopUoyr TOU ITPATNYLKOU
Ixeblou Apdong katd tng mapdvoung nayideuong mouAlwv to 2015, otn Baon tng UNSEVIKAG
avoxng, Omwc swonyndnke kat otnv avefdptntn €kOson mou Slevrpynoe to padeio TG
Eritpénou Awowkroswg (Ombudsperson, 2014).



Ta £€06a yla TNV gpyacia mediov tou NtnvoAoyikoL (). kavowa), kabwg kal ta €€oda Twv
ekaotote eBehovtwy, KOAUTTEL N opydvwon tou BirdLife International otn Meppavia, NABU,
kaBwg kat to 16pupa Heinz Sielmann , evw n RSPB kaAumtel toug puioboug.



Summary

This report presents the latest findings of the on-going BirdLife Cyprus surveillance programme
on illegal bird trapping, relating to the winter 2014-15 season. It is highlighted that this report
is mainly aimed at top decision makers and politicians, with the aim of informing, raising
awareness and generating momentum for more effective action to tackle this chronic
ecological problem, which has grown dramatically in the last few years.

It is noted that for the winter 2014-15 BirdLife did not undertake a complete survey following
its standard survey protocol. However in order to have an insight of the winter trapping
situation a spot check exercise was undertaken, where a sample of previously recorded
trapping sites were checked for bird trapping activity. This is the second consecutive winter
survey that such a spot check exercise is carried out.

Overall 90 locations were checked. The findings of the survey included a total of 1,415 metres
of active net rides (cleared “runs” in acacia plantations or other habitats e.g. orchards, olive
trees, either holding nets or where there was clear evidence of preparation for the setting
and/or use of nets), 48 mist nets in situ, 5 limesticks and 13 birds found trapped. All the
trapping finds were reported to the competent authorities to take action.

Although it is not possible to draw conclusions about the long term trends for winter trapping
activity, since the standard monitoring protocol was not followed, the findings of the past
winter were truly shocking and they highlight an out-of-control situation in terms of illegal bird
trapping, with tens of mist nets found in the countryside. A similar picture for winter trapping
was observed during the previous winter 2013-14, when 1,067 metres of active net rides and
53 mist nets in situ were recorded (BirdLife Cyprus, June 2014). It is estimated that for the
whole 2014 year more than 2.5 million birds could have been killed from illegal trapping across
Cyprus, based on BirdLife Cyprus field data gathered for spring, autumn and winter seasons.
This order of magnitude signifies the true extent of the problem and the fact that this illegal
activity has become a lucrative business with organized trappers making thousands of euros
every year.

BirdLife Cyprus believes that the only way to solve this complex problem is if all the key
stakeholders (enforcement agencies, NGOs, government departments etc.) adopt and start
implementing the Strategic Action Plan against illegal bird trapping in 2015 on the basis of a
zero tolerance approach, as recommended also in the independent report carried out by the
Office of the Commissioner for Administration (Ombudsperson, 2014).

All the running costs for the field work (e.g. fuel), as well as all the volunteer costs were
covered by the Partner of BirdLife International in Germany, NABU, together with the Heinz
Sielmann Foundation, while the RSPB covers salaries.



1. Overview of bird trapping in Cyprus

Bird trapping in Cyprus has been illegal since 1974, when legislation on hunting was introduced
with Law 39/74 and non-selective methods such as mist nets, limesticks and traps were
prohibited. Moreover, in 1988 Cyprus ratified the 1979 Bern Convention on the Conservation
of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats, adopting a long list of birds as protected, including
the Blackcap (Sylvia atricapilla) (blackcaps are the main target species of illegal bird trapping in
Cyprus). With Cyprus joining the EU, EU Birds Directive (2009/147/EC, formerly 79/409/EEC)
was transposed into Cyprus Law N. 152(1)/2003, prohibiting anew the use of non-selective
methods including mist nets, limesticks and calling devices, as well as the possession of
trapping equipment, trapped birds and the trading and eating of trapped birds.

Historically, trapped birds — mostly Blackcaps - were a food supplement for the mostly poor
island inhabitants living off the land. The practice of bird trapping in Cyprus has been recorded
in historical documents from the Middle Ages and even earlier times. Trapping as practiced in
Cyprus today bears no relation to the ‘traditional’ or historical situation.

Nowadays, bird trapping in Cyprus is widespread and extensive, contributing to the large scale
killing of hundreds of thousands of migratory and wintering birds, and survey records show
that 153 bird species have been found trapped in mist nets or limesticks, of which 78 are listed
as threatened by the EU Birds Directive and / or BirdLife International’. This is a clear
indication of the non-selective nature of these methods. This illegal activity has become a
profitable business which is controlled to a large extent by the ‘big’ trappers who are also
involved in organised crime, and the Cyprus Game & Fauna Service (2010) estimated this illegal
business to be valued in the order of 15 million euros per year.

Apart from the extensive use of non-selective methods for illegal bird trapping in Cyprus,
organised trappers nowadays use calling devices that have imitating calls of migratory birds.
These calling devices are normally played during night-time, luring the birds into the trapping
sites and hence increasing the catch for each trapper. Academic studies have shown that tape
luring can increase the capture probability of birds from 3 to 13 times (Schaub M. etal, 1999).
Additionally, they have shown that the simultaneous playing of songs of two species can
attract other related species also, e.g. researchers when playing Eurasian Reed Warbler and
Pied Flycatcher, also trapped, sedge warblers, garden warblers, blackcaps and grasshopper
warblers (Mukhin A. etal, 2008). The field report for Autumn 2013 of the Committee Against
Bird Slaughter (CABS, March 2014, pages 7 & 18) highlighted the extensive use of calling
devices and their intensity within the trapping areas during night time, which are often heard
easily from hundreds of metres away from each trapping site.

This report presents the latest results for winter 2014-15 survey. It should be noted that during
winter illegal trappers are targeting mainly the wintering song thrushes (Turdus philomelos), in
contrast to spring and autumn seasons when the main target species are blackcaps (Sylvia
atricapilla) and other migrant songbirds. Trapped birds are either served as expensive
ambelopoulia ‘delicacies’ in local restaurants or are used for home consumption.

! List of birds recorded trapped in mist nets and on limesticks (BirdLife Cyprus)
http://birdlifecyprus.org/upload/Consolidatedlistoftrappedbirds .pdf
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2. BirdLife Cyprus Surveillance programme

BirdLife Cyprus is a non-profit NGO working for the protection and conservation of birds, their
habitats and wider biodiversity, and is the Partner of BirdLife International in Cyprus. With
support from the RSPB (BirdLife partner in the UK), BirdLife Cyprus has undertaken a
systematic surveillance programme of illegal bird trapping in Cyprus since autumn 2002,
providing a long record of trapping activity and giving the NGO a very good measure of
expertise on the issue. The surveillance programme follows a ‘Bird Trapping Monitoring
Protocol’ that was developed by BirdLife Cyprus and the RSPB, in consultation with the Cyprus
Game & Fauna Service and the British Sovereign Base Area (SBA) police at the start of the
programme. Figure 1 shows a map where bird trapping takes place in Cyprus; monitoring is
concentrated in the two areas (hnumbered 1 and 2) where extensive trapping takes place:

1. Kokkinochoria area (Eastern Larnaca/Famagusta area) — this area also includes the
Dhekelia Eastern Sovereign Base (ESBA) area), and

2. Ayios Theodoros and Maroni area (Western Larnaca).

Map of Cyprus indicating the main trapping areas
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Figure 1 Map of Cyprus showing the main trapping areas

Although trapping is also an issue in other areas of Cyprus, the survey efforts focus on these
two main areas due to resource limitations and because they hold the highest trapping
activity.

It is noted that BirdLife Cyprus did not undertake a complete field survey for the winter 2014-
15 season as described in its monitoring protocol®, but rather a spot check exercise. This is the
second consecutive winter season that BirdLife Cyprus has undertaken this simpler survey

? For more information regarding the surveillance programme of BirdLife Cyprus, read the latest Autumn
2014 trapping report.
http://www.birdlifecyprus.org/upload/Trapping%20Reports/Autumn2014TrappingReport.pdf.
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method, primarily due to limited resources. This method involves undertaking spot checks at
trapping sites, randomly selected and stratified to ensure a representative coverage of areas
under the SBA administration and the Republic of Cyprus, in order to get an overall picture of
winter trapping.

The project is undertaken in close co-operation with the competent authorities of the Republic
of Cyprus (the Game & Fauna Service and the Cyprus Police Anti-poaching unit) and the SBA
Police. When trapping paraphernalia is found, the BirdLife Cyprus team immediately contacts
the relevant enforcement authorities. It should be noted that the BirdLife Cyprus observers
never confront suspected trappers and never remove trapping paraphernalia.

BirdLife Cyprus would like to note its particular thanks to the RSPB (partner of BirdLife
International in the UK) for supporting the project financially since the beginning. Furthermore
BirdLife Cyprus would like to thank NABU (partner of BirdLife International in Germany) and
the Heinz Sielmann Foundation for their financial support from 2013 onwards. NABU and the
Heinz Sielmann Foundation cover the running costs and volunteer costs of the surveillance
programme, whereas the RSPB covers salaries.



3. Results & Conclusions

e Field survey: the winter 2014-15 spot check survey of trapping sites was carried out during
January and early February 2015. As mentioned previously, BirdLife Cyprus did not
undertake a complete survey following the standard survey protocol for this season, in
order to focus its resources more on awareness raising and other campaigning actions.
However in order to have an insight of the winter trapping situation a spot check exercise
was undertaken, checking nearly 40% of the trapping sites where in the past mist netting
activity had been detected®. In total 75 trapping sites were randomly selected for this
exercise, 55 sites within the Republic of Cyprus (covering both Ayios Theodoros & Maroni
and East Larnaca & Famagusta areas) and 20 sites within the Dhekelia Sovereign Base Area
(SBA). All trapping locations were reported to the relevant enforcement authorities, either
the SBA Police Anti-poaching unit, the Cyprus Game & Fauna Service or the Cyprus Police
Anti-poaching unit, depending on the location of the finds.

e Summary of field data: In total 90 locations were checked, 75 selected sites, plus some

opportunistic finds that were located while checking the original sample of trappings sites
— out of these, 27 active trapping sites were detected. The findings of the spot check
exercise included 1,415 metres of active net rides (cleared “runs” in acacia plantations or
other habitats e.g. orchards, olive trees, either holding nets or where there was clear
evidence of preparation for the setting and/or use of nets), 48 mist nets found in situ (26
classified as Active Set Nets and 22 as Active Unset Nets), 5 limesticks and 13 birds found
trapped.

e Winter trapping activity: It is not possible to use the field data to draw any long term
trends for winter trapping activity, since the standard monitoring protocol was not

followed for the last two winter seasons i.e. 2013-14 and 2014-15. Table 1 summarises the
field data for the winter surveys that BirdLife Cyprus has undertaken since 2007, when
winter monitoring begun. Even though trends cannot be drawn, the findings of the last 2
winter seasons highlight that there is most likely a resurgence in winter trapping with
mist nets, indicating that the situation is out of control. A similar conclusion was reported
in the CABS report (March 2015) which mentioned that ‘During our first winter BPC (Bird
Protection Camp) we witnessed the large scale of illegal bird trapping in Larnaca and
Famagusta districts in the Republic of Cyprus and the British ESBA of Dhekelia. In only 10
days, we discovered 49 active trapping sites. Trapping in winter time is massive and almost
at the same level recorded in autumn season, which is considered as the most intensive
season for illegal bird trapping in Cyprus’.

® It is noted that sites where limesticks were detected for bird trapping in the past were excluded from
the winter spot check exercise. This was done in order to select a sample of likely active trapping
locations, since trapping with limesticks is mainly done during spring and autumn periods.



Table 1 Summary of winter field data of mist netting activity

2007- 2008- 2009- 2010- 2011- 2012- 2013- 2014-
08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15
Total squares : 1
44 44 81 53 39 38 87 90
surveyed
Total active net rides
(m) 497 804 3830 936 616 384 1067 1415
Mist nets in situ (no) | 22 3 31 11 34 14 53 48

Note 1: This is the number of locations checked (and not number of squares surveyed).

e Trapping under different jurisdictions for winter 2014-15:

o For Republic areas, a total of 992 metres of active net rides and 37 mist nets in situ

were detected after checking 64 locations.

o For the SBA areas, a total 423 metres of active net rides and 11 mist nets in situ

were detected after checking 26 locations.

o Although trapping levels cannot be produced as the standard methodology was

modified for winter 2014-15, a simple comparison of the finds with previous

seasons would suggest that mist netting activity for the winter season is
widespread and out of control both in the SBAs and the Republic. A simple
comparison between the 2013-14 and 2014-15 winter periods shows an increase

of 33% (from 1,067 to 1,415 metres of active net rides) for a similar number of

locations checked (around 90 locations).

o Similarly although the monitoring system was not directly comparable it’s worth

noting the huge increase in nets of rides found in winter over the years as well as

the increase in nets found in situ.

e Enforcement:

BirdLife Cyprus reported to the competent authorities all the active trapping sites located

during the survey, namely the Game & Fauna Service, the Cyprus Police anti-poaching unit

or the SBA Police anti-poaching unit:

o Game & Fauna service feedback: a total of 12 locations* were reported to this

enforcement agency. However no feedback was provided to BirdLife Cyprus as to

what action was taken by the Game Service, therefore it is not possible to assess

the effectiveness of this agency regarding our trapping reports.

o Cyprus Police anti-poaching unit feedback: a total of 10 locations® were reported

to this enforcement agency. At 1 location there was confiscation of mist nets,

while at the other 9 locations no activity was recorded or no feedback was

provided.

* Note that out of these 12 locations, 2 were also reported to the SBA Police (close to border between

the two jurisdictions) and 2 were also reported to the Cyprus Police.
> Note that out of these 10 locations, 2 were also reported to the Game and Fauna Service.
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o SBA Police anti-poaching unit feedback: a total of 11 locations® were reported to
this enforcement agency. Confiscations of mist nets and other trapping
paraphernalia took place at 6 locations, while at 5 locations no activity was
recorded.

It is important to mention that there was a significant law change to the ‘Law for the
Protection and Management of Wild Birds and Game Law 152(1)/2003’, when on the 27" July
2012 the Cyprus parliament approved the application of on-the-spot fines for use of calling
devices while hunting, instead of a court conviction that was applied previously. This change of
law was particularly targeted to thrush hunting. BirdLife Cyprus opposed this law modification
from the very beginning, as we believed it was a clear relaxation of the hunting law (read
relevant e-news article’). Unfortunately, it’s difficult not to notice the huge increase of nets in
winter and not to attribute this to the change in the law.

e Death estimate for the whole year 2014:
o During spring 2014 it was estimated that around 265,000 birds could have been

killed across the whole of Cyprus (BirdLife Cyprus, July 2014).

o During autumn 2014 it was estimated that over 2 million birds could have been
killed across the whole of Cyprus (BirdLife Cyprus, March 2015).

o Considering the very high levels of mist netting activity recorded during the 2014-
15 winter season (see Table 1) and the death tolls of spring and autumn, it is
estimated that more than 2.5 million birds could have been killed across the
whole of Cyprus in 2014.

Conclusions

Illegal bird trapping with mist nets was recorded at very high levels for winter 2014-15,
following a similar pattern to the previous winter 2013-14. Although BirdLife Cyprus undertook
a spot check field survey rather than a complete field survey (this is the second consecutive
winter season that spot checks are carried out), the field data included tens of mist nets found
around in the countryside, highlighting the extent of the problem and the fact that this illegal
activity has become a lucrative business with organized trappers making thousands of euros
every year.

It is particularly noticeable that the levels of winter trapping have increased dramatically since
the change to the ‘Law for the Protection and Management of Wild Birds and Game Law
152(1)/2003’ in 2012, when the Cyprus parliament approved the application of on-the-spot
fines for use of calling devices while hunting, instead of a court conviction. BirdLife Cyprus
strongly opposed this law modification, as for us it was a clear relaxation of the hunting law.
The evidence of the winter field surveys for 2013 -14 and 2014-15 clearly indicates that this

® Note that out of these 11 locations, 2 were also reported to the Game and Fauna Service (close to
border between the two jurisdictions).

’ Read relevant e-news articles regarding the law modification for calling devices that took place in July
2012: a) August 2012 with title ‘Latest update of the Parliamentary discussion regarding the hunting law
proposal’ http://www.birdlifecyprus.org/mailing.php?id=28, b) July 2012 with title ‘Parliament discusses
law proposal to change the hunting legislation’ http://www.birdlifecyprus.org/mailing.php?id=27.
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law modification, which the Game and Fauna Service had supported as a more effective and
efficient tool for enforcement on the ground, has had the opposite results as BirdLife Cyprus
had warned in its position papers to the Cyprus Parliament at the time.

Concerns about the very high levels of poaching (for game species such as the song thrush -
the target species for winter trapping — hare etc.), is also reflected by the Cyprus hunting
community. A recent study by the Game and Fauna Service (June 2015) showed that on the
question ‘Which is, according to your opinion, the biggest problem that game species are
facing today in Cyprus?, 50% of the interviewees replied ‘Poaching’, with the next biggest
problem being the answer ‘Foxes / Corvids’ with only 12%.

BirdLife Cyprus believes that the only way to solve the complex problem of illegal bird trapping
in Cyprus is if all the key stakeholders (enforcement agencies, NGOs, government departments
etc.) adopt and start implementing the Strategic Action Plan against illegal bird trapping in
2015 on the basis of a zero tolerance approach, as recommended also in the independent
report carried out by the Office of the Commissioner for Administration (Ombudsperson,
2014).
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Appendix 1

Survey data for winter 2014-15
Evidence of illegal bird trapping activity from spot check exercise

Confidential data — provided upon request
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