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NepiAnyn

H mapoloa avadopd mapoucldlel Ta TeAeutaia €UPAUATA TOU CUVEXOUEVOU KOl CUOTNUOTLKOU
TPOYPAUHATOC TApakoAoUBNoNG TN MOpAVOUNG Ttayldeuong MoUALWY Tou Mtnvoloylkou Zuvdéopou
KOmpou yia to ¢Bwvonwpo 2015, evw mapdAAnAo KAVEL KOl Lo 0VOOKOTINGN TNG KATAOTOONG TIOU
ETUKPATEL ylo aUTO To B£pa oto vnol. H avadopd autr £xel wG KUPLO OTOXO TOUC UTEUBUVOUC ot
Kévipa ANPYNG anodAcswv Kol Toug TOALTIKOUG, E OKOTIO TNV evNUEPWON, TNV gualoBntomnoinon Kat
TNV KWVNTOMOLNON YLO TILO ANOTEAECHATLK SpAcN YLol AVILETWTTILON AUTOU TOU XPOVIOU KAl ETLOVOU
OLKOAOYLKOU TIPOPBARUATOG.

H avaAuon twv 6edopévwy amno tnv gpeuva nediou Seiyvel 6tL 19 yAouetpa Sltadpouwy yla dixtua
ATOV EVEPYA EVTOC TNG TIEPLOXNG TNG €peuvag Tediou To pBVOMWPOo 2015 — n epeliva mediou KAAUTTEL
TEPLOXEC otn Adpvaka — Appoxwoto kKal Aylo Oe6dwpo - Mapwvtl. Me autd ta enineda mayidsuong
EKTLUATAL OTL TAVW o 1,6 ekatopplpla ITnvaA Unopel va Bavatwonkav evtog TnG MEPLOXNG EPEUVAS
nedlou. H xpnon dytowv yla 1o ¢pBvonwpo 2015 pewwdnke katd 13% oe oUykplon e to €Tog 2002
oUpdWVA PE TNV avAAUCh TIoU £YLVE UE TO poypapua TRIM (yla tTnv avaAucn XpnoLUomotnonke n
npoaoéyylon ‘Linear trend model using the stepwise approach’), pia Betikn e€€AEN o olykpLoN LE Ta
enineda pekdp ToU Kataypadnkav to ¢pBvonwpo 2014.

MapoAa autd, n xprion Sitvwy mapapével o oAU PnAdtepa emtineda ev oxEon e TIPLV Lo SeKOETIAL
(to 2006 ta emineda nayideuong katéypadav pa peiwaon g Ta€ng tou 80% v oxéon e To £1og 2002
olUpdwva pe to MPoOypoppa mapakoAouBnong tou Mtnvoloywkol uvdécopou Kumpou). Oco yla ta
€0Bepya, KataoxEBnKkav cuvoAilkd mavw amnd 5300 cUpdwva e Ta oToLXEL TATAENG TWV APHOSIwY
apxwv, kotd mAsopndio oe meploxég tng Kumplakng AnHoKpoTiag, KOTASELKVUOVTAG E£TOL TWG
ouvexilleTal akopa n EKTETAPEVN Xprion Twv EoBEpywv.

Q¢ oupmépacpa, Ta otolela Tng £peuvog meblou Kal n avaluon Ttoug emiBeBolwvouv TN
Blopnxavomotnuévn KALHaKa TG Mapdvopng dpactnplotnTag yla tnv nayideuon mMouAlwyv, TOCO HE
Sixtua 600 Kkat pe £0PBepya. Elval Betikod OTL KataypAadnke Ul Helwon ota enineda nayidevuong e
Sixtua ylo to dpOwvonwpo 2015 og cUyKpLon We Ta eminmeda pekOp TOU Kataypddnkav to ¢Ovonwpo
2014. Mapdéha autd, n Katdotaon ouvexilel va elval €KTOC eAéyxou TA TeAeutaia xpovia,
QVOTPETOVTAG OAO TA (CUYKPLTLKA) OETIKA OmOTEAECATO TTOU ETLTELYXONKAV TpLV oo to 2007.

H kAlpaka tng mapdvoung mayideuong mMouALlwy, Kal 0 avtlkTtumog mou €xel n KUTpog wg xwpa yla ta
armodnuntikd mouAld, avadeixbnke kal otnv ‘AfloAdynon tng mapavounc avAatwong MOUALWY oTh
Meodyelo’, n omoia dnuooiteltnke amd to BirdLife International tov AlUyouoto 2015. Eva
ETULOTNHOVLKO ApBpo €xel emiong umtoPAnBel oto meplodiko ‘Bird Conservation International’, to onoio
npokettol va SnpooteuBel otnv emduevn ékdoon tou Teplodikou yia to 2016, cupneplapBdavovtag
O\ Ta KUpLL EVUPHKATA AUTAG TNG agloAdynong. OL avadopég mou yivovtal yia tnv Kumpo oto dpbpo
elval evOEIKTIKEG TNG TPEXOUOOC KOTAOTAONG TIOU EMLKPATEL yla thv Tayidevon ‘..2ta TEAnR T™N¢
Sekaetiog Tou 1980, n Kumpog €ixe tn @nun otL oto vnoi Javatwvovtal Ta TEPLOCOTEPA TTOUALD avd
kealdn ano omowadnmnote aAAn Meooyelakn ywpa (Magnin 1987) kat ta otoiyeia utoSEIKVUOUV OTL
QUTO UIMOPEL va LOYUEL akopa’. T EUPHIATA QUTAG TNG £peuvag n Kumpog Ntav otnv npwtn Béon ue
Vv uPnAdtepn ektipnon Tou pécou aplBud Twv MTnvwv mou Bovatwvovtal katd kepoAnv, 196
mouALd ava 100 atopa, akohouBoupevn amnd to AiBavo pe 44 mouAld ava 100 dtopa.



O Mtnvoloylkog 20vdeopog Kimpou avayvwpllel Tic mpoonddeleg mataéng amd TG TPELG APHOSLES
apxég (Ynnpeoiag Onpag & Mavidag, KAwwakio Mataéng Aabpobnplag tng Actuvouiag Kimpou kot
KAwpakio Natagng AaBpobnpiag twv Bpetavikwv Baocewv). Ocov adopd tnv Ynnpeoia Onpag &
MNavidog kat to KAywdkio Mataéng Aabpobnpiag tng Aotuvopiag Kimpou, oL mpoonaBeleg mataing
Atav ota Bl enineda pe népol. Kata tn Stdpkela tTwv pnvwv Alyoucoto pe Oktwpplo 2015, n
Ynnpeoia Onpag & Navidag ékave 49 katayyehieg kot €kave katdoxeon 230 Suytowv kat 1740
EoPépywy, evw to KApakio Mataéng AabBpobnpiag tng Aotuvopiog Kimpou €kave 25 katayyeAieg Kat
€kave katdoxeon 121 dyxtvwv kat 3359 foPépywv. Ooov adopd to KApdkio Matatng AabBpobnplag
Twv Bpetavikwyv Bacewv eixe tn xaunAotepn Slwktikr dpdon yla ta teAevutaia 5 xpovia, KAvovtog
povo 17 katayyelieg (oe ouykplon pe 28 katayyeAieg mou ékave To pOWVOMWPO Tou 2014) - 0 aplBPoG
Twv Stvwyv (181) kat EoPépywv (234) mou KaTOooXEONKOV ATAV MAPOUOLOC HE TO TPOnyoUpEva
Xpovia. AVTIBETWG, 0 TIOAD PeYaAUTEPOG aplBUOC eTXELprioswv okouTag (clearance operations) mou
€ywav oto Kapo MuAa (16 emixelproslc petafl Avyouoto - OktwBplo 2015, oe cUyKplon pe HOALG 1
emelpnon yla tv i6ta mepiodo yia to ¢pOBwonwpo 2014) amd tnv AcTuvopia Twv Bpetavikwy
BAoswv, HE TNV UTOOTAPLEN OO OTPATIWTIKO TIPOCWIILKO , NTAV €UTPOOSOEKTOC Kol £lXe wg
QIMOTEAECUA TNV KATAOXeon UeyaAUTepou Oykou efomAlopol yla moyideuon oe olyKpLon UE TLG
iponyoupeveg oelov dBvomwpou. AuoTuxwe oUW ta emineda mayidevong pe dixtua oto KaBo MuAa
mapEReLvay oAU uPnAQ, kat ota iSta emtineda pe to $pOwonwpo 2014. H avodikn eThola avénon Twv
ETUMES WV TNG MapAvoung mayideuong MoOUALWY eVTOg TwV Bpetavikwy Bacswv, n omnola Eekivnoe amd
to 2011, daivetal va €xel otapotnosl yla to $pOwvonwpo 2015. Autd To yeyovog amoteAsl pia
amapailtnTn KoL oNUAVTIKA apxn, Kot o MtnvoAoyikdg Tuvdeopog Kumpou eAmilel otL Ba amoteAéosl
NV apyn MLoG ONUAVTLIKAG Lelwong oTo Aueco HEAAOV.

MapoAo mou umipée Slwktikr Spadon katd tng mayibsvuong mouvAlwv oto medio, n mataén KOTA TwWv
gotlatoplwyv mou oepPipouv aumeAomovAia fTav TOAU TEPLOPLOMEVN KAl Ta TEAEUTAlO XpOvia £XEL
HewwBel Spapatikd. Emonpoivetol OTL autd Ta oTotopla Bplokovtal oXeSOV QMOKAELOTIKA OTn
eTuKpatela tng Kumplakng Anuokpatiag. O Mtnvoloykog Iuvdeopog Kumpou &ev £xel AdPel
OTIOLOOATIOTE EVNUEPWON OTL €XOUV YIVEL TUXOV KOTOYYEALEG KATA €0TLOTOPIWYV OXETIKA HE TO
TIAPAVOUO EUTIOPLO TITNVWVY A0 TIC apHOSLEG SLWKTIKEG TG KuTtplakng Anpokpartiag yla to 2015 (yia
10 2014 eixe yivel povo pia katayyelia evog sotatopiou). Autr n adpdvela sival adikatoAdyntn
adol TA €0TIATOPLO QMOTEAOUV TO KUPLOTEPO OLKOVOMLKO KIVNTPO QUTAG TNG TOPAVOUNG
Spaoctnplotntag. O Mtnvoloywog Z0vdeopog Kumpou miotevel OtL N Katd MOAD UELWHEVN SLWKTLKA
Sdpaon kotd Twv sotiotopiwv gival oAANAEvVEeTn pe tnv €AAsupn moAttikng BoUAnong amo tnv
Kumplakn KuBépvnon yla amoTeAEOUATIKI] OVTLLETWITLON TNG APAVOUNG Tayideuong Kol epmoplag
TIOUALWV.

H moAttikr) BoUAnaon tng Kumplakng KuBépvnong kot tg Aloiknong twv Bpetavikwy Baoswv dgv Atav
TOTE MPONYoUEVWE TOoo Sladopetikn 600 yia to 2015. H Kumplakn KuBépvnon €xet Seifel avoyn yla
NV Tmapdvoun mayideuon TOUALWY HE TNV £YKpLon €vog Itpatnywkol 2xediou Apdong to omolo
nieptAapBavel tn SuvatoTnTa yLo ‘EMIAEKTIKO KUVAYL OUITEAOTIOUALWY , KATA TtapékkAlon’ cUpdwva pe
v Oényia ywa ta Moulld, o omokaAoUpevog ‘eVOANOKTIKOG oxedlaopog. Mo tétola mpovola
amotelel kivbuvo adol oucLaoTIKA VopLpomolel T Bavatwon apmelomouAlwy. Amd thv AAAn
mAgupd, n Aloiknon twv Bpetavikwv Bacswv €xel deifel pundevikn avoxn kata tng mayidsuonc
mouAlwv oto nedio ue tn dnuloupyia kat epappoyn evog oxediou dpaaong mou cupnepAapBavel pa
OELPA ONUAVTIKWY PETPpWV (epimou 216 oTpéppata pe akakieg £xouv adoalpebel anod tov Askéupplo
2014, o kaBoplopog tng neploxng tou KaBo MuUAa (6mou umdpyxouv moAu PnAa enineda nayideuong)
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w¢ EWkn Zwvn Awatipnong, umootnplEn tou KAwokiou mataéng AaBpobnpiag amd oTpaTLWTIKO
TPOOWTILKO KATT). EvtoUTolg, autd ta pETpa Ba TPEMEL va GUVEXLOTOUV YLO VO UTIAPEEL OUCLAOTLKN
peiwon tng mapavoung nmayidevong movAlwy pe Sixtua oto KaBo MuAa (umapyxouv akopa mepimou
400 otpéppata pe akakieg oto Kapo MUAa, evog eloPAnTLkoL KAl XWPOKATOKTNTIKOU £(6oug, oL omoleg
XPNOLLOTIOLOUVTAL YL TNV TAPAVOUN Ttayideuon ToUALwWY).

O Mtnvoloykog Zuvdeopog Kumpou kavel ékkAnon mpog thv Kumplakr KuBépvnon yla tnv adaipeon
TOU ‘evaAAaKTIKOU oxedlacpol’ amod To ITpatnylko IxESLo Apdong Kat INTAEL va EEKLVNOEL AUEDA N
uAormoinon tou umoloutou oxedilou, To omolo ekkpepel and TIc apxeg tou 2014. To CUYKEKPLUEVO
INTNUa €XEL TIPOKOAECEL €va TEPAOTIO MARYUOA OTO ETUKOLVWVLAKO EMIMESO KAl OTO MAVUMA TIOU
ETUKPATOVOE yLa ‘UNSeVIK avoxn’ KOTA TNG TAPAVONG Tayideuong MOUALWY.

H avadopd xwpiletal ota akolouBa kepdlala:

e Keddlawo 1 mapouotdlel pia ovvopn g mayidevong mouAwwv otnv Kompo, Sivel kamola
LOTOPLKA oToLXEla QUTAC TNG dpaoTnELOTNTAC, KAVEL avadopd otnv Bvikr vopoBecia ooov
0apopa TNV MPOCTACILO TWV TITNVWV KOL TTAPOUGCLALEL TNV TPEXOUCO KATAOTAON,

e Kedalawo 2 mapouacialel To mpoypaupa mapakolouBnong tou Mtnvoloywol Zuvdéouou
Kompou,

e Keddlawo 3 mapouctalel ta anoteAéopata NG £peuvag mediou Kal Thv avaluch amo to
npoypappa TRIM, ta otolyeia amd TI§ mMpoondbeleg mAtaéng Twv appodiwv apxwv Kol to
TIOALTLKO KOlL KOWVWVLKO KALULOL TTIOU ETUKPATEL, KalL,

e Keddlawo 4 sival n oulitnon, omou yivetal pla cvvodn TG KATAOTOONG TNG TTAPAVOUNG
nayideuong MouALwy Kat TNG MOALTIKNAG BoUANoNG yUpw amod to BEua, Kal yivetal EKKAnon yla
Vv dpeon adaipeon tou ‘evaArloktikol oxedlacuol’ and To Itpatnylkd IxéSlo Apdong, To
omolo eykpiBnke amo tnv Kunplakn KuBépvnon.

Ta £€0ba yla TNV gpyaocia mediou Tou Mtnvoloyikou (KaUoLa aUTOKLVATOU), KaBwg Kot to €€0da Twv
ekaotote eBehovtwy, kaAudtnkav amno tnv opydvwon NABU (BirdLife Meppaviag), kabBwg kat to Heinz
Sielmann Stiftung Foundation, evw to RSPB (BirdLife Hvwpévou Baoelou) kdAu e toug pioboug.



Summary

This report presents the latest findings of the on-going and systematic BirdLife Cyprus surveillance
programme on illegal bird trapping, relating to the autumn 2015 season, while also providing an
overview of the current climate regarding this issue on the island. This report is aimed mainly at top
decision makers and politicians, with the aim of informing, raising awareness and generating
momentum for more effective action to tackle this chronic and persistent ecological problem.

The analysis of the survey data shows that 19 km of net rides were active during the autumn of 2015
within the survey area, which covers Larnaka - Famagusta and Ayios Theodoros — Maroni areas. These
trapping levels could have resulted in over 1.6 million birds killed within the survey area. Mist netting
activity for autumn 2015 has decreased by 13% compared to 2002, based on analysis from the TRIM
software (the ‘Linear trend model using the stepwise approach’ was used for the analysis), a positive
outcome compared to the record breaking levels recorded in autumn 2014. However mist netting
activity remains at much higher levels compared to a decade ago (in 2006 the levels of trapping were
80% lower compared to the baseline year of 2002 as recorded by the BirdLife Cyprus surveillance
programme). With regards to limesticks, more than 5,300 in total were confiscated by enforcement
agencies, mostly within the Republic, highlighting the extensive limestick use that is still taking place
nowadays.

In conclusion, the survey data and the analysis confirm the industrial scale of illegal bird trapping
activity, both with mist nets and limesticks. It is encouraging that a decrease in trapping activity was
recorded for autumn 2015 compared to the record breaking levels of autumn 2014. However the
situation is still out of control following the pattern of the last few years, reversing all the (relatively)
positive results achieved prior to 2007.

The scale of illegal bird trapping, and the impact Cyprus is having as a country on migratory birds, was
also highlighted in a ‘Review of illegal killing of birds in the Mediterranean’ by BirdLife International,
published in August 2015. A scientific paper has also been submitted to the journal ‘Bird Conservation
International’ and is due to be published in the magazine’s next 2016 edition, with all the key findings
of this study. The references to Cyprus in the paper are indicative of the current trapping situation
‘...In the late 1980s, Cyprus had a reputation for killing more individual birds per capita than any other
country in the Mediterranean (Magnin 1987) and our data indicates that this may remain the case’. In
the findings of the study Cyprus ranked first with the highest estimated mean number of birds killed
per capita, 196 birds killed per 100 people, followed by Lebanon with 44 birds killed per 100 people.

The enforcement efforts of all three competent authorities (Cyprus Game & Fauna Service, Cyprus
Police Anti-Poaching Unit and SBA Police Anti-Poaching Unit) are acknowledged by BirdLife Cyprus.
With regards to the Cyprus Game & Fauna Service and the Cyprus Police Anti-poaching unit, their
enforcement actions were similar to last year. During the months August to October 2015, the Game
& Fauna Service had 49 prosecutions and confiscated 230 mist nets and 1,740 limesticks, while the
Cyprus Police Anti-poaching unit had 25 prosecutions and confiscated 121 mist nets and 3,359
limesticks. With regards to the SBA Police Anti-poaching unit, its prosecution action was the lowest for
the last 5 years with only 17 prosecutions (compared to 28 prosecutions for autumn 2014); the
number of mist nets (181) and limesticks (234) confiscated was similar to previous years. On the other
hand, the much higher number of clearance operations undertaken in Cape Pyla (16 operations
between August to October 2015, compared to just 1 operation in autumn 2014) by the SBA Police,



supported by military personnel, was welcome and resulted in the larger volume of trapping
paraphernalia confiscated during autumn 2015 in comparison to previous autumns. Unfortunately,
mist netting activity in Cape Pyla remained at very high levels, equal to autumn 2014. The persistent
upward trend in illegal bird trapping within the SBA, which has been showing year-on-year increase
since 2011, appears to have been stopped for autumn 2015. This is a necessary and important start,
and BirdLife Cyprus hopes that this will be the start of a significant decline to follow in the near future.

Although enforcement action took place on the trapping fields, enforcement against restaurants
serving ambelopoulia has been very limited and much reduced in the last few years; it is noted that
these restaurants are almost exclusively found in the Republic. BirdLife Cyprus has not been informed
of any restaurant prosecutions by the Republic enforcement agencies regarding illegal bird trade in
2015 (in 2014 only one restaurant was prosecuted). This inaction is indefensible as restaurants are the
key economic driver of this illegal activity and BirdLife Cyprus believes that this much reduced
enforcement action against them is influenced by the lack of political will by the Cyprus Government
to tackle effectively illegal bird trapping and trade.

The levels of political will in the Cyprus Government and the SBA Administration have never been as
different as they were in 2015. The Cyprus Government has shown tolerance towards illegal bird
trapping by approving a Strategic Action Plan which includes the possibility for ‘selective hunting of
blackcaps, under derogation’ under the Birds Directive, so called ‘alternative plan’. Such a clause risks
legalising bird killing of blackcaps in practice. On the other hand the SBA Administration has shown
zero tolerance on the ground against bird trapping with the development and implementation of an
action plan that has included a series of important measures (54 acres of acacia removed since
December 2014, designation of the key trapping hotspot of Cape Pyla as a Special Area of
Conservation, military support to the Anti-poaching unit etc.). This will need to be maintained
however if the levels of mist-netting activity at Cape Pyla are to be finally reduced (about 100 acres of
invasive acacia used for illegal bird trapping still remain within Cape Pyla).

BirdLife Cyprus calls upon the Cyprus Government to remove the ‘alternative plan’ from the Strategic
Action Plan and to start immediately the implementation of the rest of the plan, which has been
pending since early 2014, as this issue has caused a huge setback on a communication level and the
messaging of ‘zero tolerance’ towards illegal bird trapping.

The report is separated into the following sections:

. Section 1 provides an overview of the bird trapping in Cyprus, gives some historical
background to this activity, makes reference to the national legislation regarding bird
protection and presents the current situation,

. Section 2 describes the historical outline of the surveillance programme of BirdLife Cyprus,
and
. Section 3 presents the survey data from the monitoring programme and the analysis from

the TRIM software, summarises the enforcement data of the competent authorities and
gives an outline of the political and social attitudes regarding this issue, and



. Section 4 is the discussion, giving an overview of the illegal bird trapping situation and the
political will around this issue, and calls for the urgent removal of the ‘alternative plan’
from the Strategic Action Plan approved by the Cyprus Government.

All the running costs for the field work (car fuel), as well as all the volunteer costs were covered by
NABU (BirdLife in Germany), together with the Heinz Sielmann Stiftung Foundation, while the RSPB
covered salaries.



1. Overview of bird trapping in Cyprus

Trapping with non-selective methods (mist nets and limesticks) and the trade of wild birds were
prohibited since 1974 under the Cyprus legislation, when the law ‘Protection and Development of
Game and Wild Birds Law of 1974 (39/1974)’ was introduced®. Moreover, in 1988 Cyprus ratified the
1979 Bern Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats, adopting a long
list of birds as protected, including the Blackcap (Sylvia atricapilla), hence prohibiting the killing
(hunting) and consumption of blackcaps (blackcaps are the main target species of illegal bird trapping
in Cyprus). With Cyprus joining the EU, EU Birds Directive (2009/147/EC, formerly 79/409/EEC) was
transposed into Cyprus Law N. 152(1)/2003, prohibiting anew the use of non-selective methods
including mist nets, limesticks and calling devices, as well as the possession of trapping equipment,
trapped birds and the trading and eating of trapped birds.

Historically, trapped birds — mostly Blackcaps - were a food supplement for the mostly poor island
inhabitants living off the land. The practice of bird trapping in Cyprus has been recorded in historical
documents from the Middle Ages and even earlier times. Trapping as practiced in Cyprus today bears
no relation to the ‘traditional’ or historical situation.

Nowadays, bird trapping in Cyprus is widespread and extensive, contributing to the large scale killing
of hundreds of thousands of migratory and wintering birds, and survey records show that 153 bird
species have been found trapped in mist nets or limesticks, of which 78 are listed as threatened by the
EU Birds Directive and / or BirdLife International®. This is a clear indication of the non-selective nature
of these methods. This illegal activity has become a profitable business which is controlled to a large
extent by the ‘big’ trappers who are also involved in organised crime, and the Cyprus Game & Fauna
Service estimated this illegal business to be valued in the order of 15 million euros per year’.

Apart from the extensive use of non-selective methods for illegal bird trapping in Cyprus, organised
trappers nowadays use calling devices that have imitating calls of migratory birds. These calling
devices are normally played during night-time, luring the birds into the trapping sites and hence
increasing the catch for each trapper. Academic studies have shown that tape luring can increase the
capture probability of birds from 3 to 13 times (Schaub M. etal, 1999) and that various species are
attracted by song playback, including target species for the trappers such as Eurasian reed warblers,
sedge warblers, garden warblers, blackcaps and grasshopper warblers (Mukhin A. etal, 2008). The field
report for Autumn 2013 of the Committee Against Bird Slaughter (CABS, March 2014, pages 7 & 18)
highlighted the extensive use of calling devices and their intensity within the trapping areas during
night time, which are often heard easily from hundreds of metres away from each trapping site.

! The specific articles of Law 39/1974 that prohibited the trapping and trade of wild birds include: Article 10
(‘prohibition of hunting etc. of certain bird species’, without including the blackcap either in the protected or the
game species), Article 14 (‘prohibition of offering game or wild birds in restaurants etc.’) and Article 15
(‘prohibition of the use of light projectors, traps, luring methods, limesticks and flushing of birds).

? BirdLife Cyprus ‘List of birds recorded trapped in mist nets and on limesticks’, Latest update February 2016.
http://www.birdlifecyprus.org/upload/Trapping%20Docs/Consolidatedlistoftrappedbirds  FINAL153.pdf.

* Game and Fauna Service (17th March 2010), Position paper presented at the Committee of Environment of the
Cyprus House of Parliament during a discussion to change the legislation on the protection and management of
wild birds and game species



http://www.birdlifecyprus.org/upload/Trapping%20Docs/Consolidatedlistoftrappedbirds__FINAL153.pdf

This report presents the latest survey results for autumn 2015, when trappers are after migratory
birds, with the main target species being blackcaps (Sylvia atricapilla) and other migrant songbirds.
Trapped birds are either served as expensive ambelopoulia ‘delicacies’ in local restaurants or are used
for home consumption.
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2. Surveillance programme of BirdLife Cyprus

BirdLife Cyprus is a non-profit NGO working for the protection and conservation of birds, their habitats
and wider biodiversity, and is the Partner of BirdLife International in Cyprus. With support from the
RSPB (BirdLife partner in the UK), BirdLife Cyprus has undertaken a systematic surveillance programme
of illegal bird trapping in Cyprus since autumn 2002, providing a long record of trapping activity and
giving the NGO a very good measure of expertise on the issue. The surveillance programme follows a
‘Bird Trapping Monitoring Protocol’ that was developed by BirdLife Cyprus and the RSPB, in
consultation with the Cyprus Game & Fauna Service and the British Sovereign Base Area (SBA) police
at the start of the programme. Figure 1 shows a map where bird trapping takes place in Cyprus;
monitoring is concentrated in the two areas (numbered 1 and 2) where extensive trapping takes place:

1. Kokkinochoria area (Eastern Larnaca/Famagusta area) — this area also includes the
Dhekelia Eastern Sovereign Base (ESBA) area), and

2. Ayios Theodoros and Maroni area (Western Larnaca).

Map of Cyprus indicating the main trapping areas
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Figure 1 Map of Cyprus showing the main trapping areas

Although trapping is also an issue in other areas of Cyprus, the survey efforts focus on these two main
areas due to resource limitations and because they hold the highest trapping activity. The monitoring
is undertaken by visiting a random selection of sample squares (1 km?) during daytime hours, with a
focus on detecting mist netting activity. Limesticks are recorded if they are found while searching for
mist nets. The squares selected are stratified to ensure a representative coverage of areas under SBA
administration and the Republic of Cyprus. For more details on the methodology of BirdLife Cyprus
read Appendix 1.

The project is undertaken in close co-operation with the competent authorities of the Republic of
Cyprus (the Game & Fauna Service and the Cyprus Police Anti-poaching unit) and the SBA Police.
When trapping paraphernalia is found, the BirdLife Cyprus team immediately contacts the relevant
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enforcement authorities. It should be noted that the BirdLife Cyprus observers never confront

suspected trappers and never remove trapping paraphernalia.

BirdLife Cyprus would like to express its particular thanks to the RSPB (BirdLife in the UK) for
supporting the project financially since the beginning. Furthermore BirdLife Cyprus would like to thank
NABU (BirdLife in Germany) and the Heinz Sielmann Stiftung Foundation for their financial support
from 2013 onwards. NABU and the Heinz Sielmann Stiftung Foundation cover the running costs and
volunteer costs of the surveillance programme, whereas the RSPB covers related salaries.
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3. Results

Survey results and data analysis

Field survey data
The field survey for autumn 2015 was carried out between September and October 2015 following the

standard survey protocol. In total 59 squares were surveyed during this period and BirdLife Cyprus
reported all trapping finds to the relevant enforcement authorities, either the SBA Police Anti-
poaching Unit, or the Game & Fauna Service or the Cyprus Police Anti-poaching Unit, depending on
the location of the finds. Additional squares within the SBA were added to the sample in 2015,
following the July 2015 workshop recommendation of independent science expert Alison Johnston
(British Trust for Ornithology - BTO), to improve the precision of the trend within the SBA over time.

A summary of the field data for autumn 2015 is presented in Appendix 2. In total the findings of the
survey included 3,669 metres of active net rides (these are cleared “runs” in acacia plantations or
other habitats e.g. orchards, olive trees, either holding nets or where there was clear evidence of
preparation for the setting and/or use of nets) and 23 mist nets found in situ (either classified as
Active Set Nets or Active Unset Nets*). Opportunistic checks outside the survey squares detected an
additional 246 metres of active net rides and 2 mist nets in situ (see Appendix 2).

The total length of active mist net rides within the 406 km?* survey area (Larnaka - Famagusta and

Avyios Theodoros — Maroni areas) can be extrapolated at nearly 19 km (3,669 m x 301 / 59)°.

In terms of limesticks, BirdLife Cyprus detected 335 limesticks this autumn (compared to 168
limesticks in autumn 2014) within the surveyed squares and 106 limesticks during opportunistic
checks (compared to 37 limesticks in autumn 2014) (see Appendix 2). However, as already explained
BirdLife Cyprus does not focus its field survey on the detection of limesticks, as other organisations do.
For example, during the autumn 2015 camp of the Committee Against Bird Slaughter (CABS) / SPA
Foundation which was undertaken from 5" September to 18™ October, a total of 3,115 limesticks, 163
mist nets and 79 decoys were detected and/or seized®’. It is highlighted that the majority of the
limesticks detected by CABS / SPA Foundation were in areas controlled by the Republic of Cyprus, with
3,040 limesticks detected in the Republic and 75 limesticks detected in the ESBA.

Based on the data gathered in the field this autumn, BirdLife Cyprus estimates that over 1.6 million
birds could have been killed within the survey area and just over 2.2 million could have been killed

* Active Set Net (ASN) is a net ride where the mist net is in situ and is set and ready for catching birds. Active
Unset Net (AUN) is a net ride where the mist net is in situ but is furled i.e. the mist net is not stretched up for
catching birds but lowered down.

> There are 301 1 km’ squares in the survey area that are classified as suitable for trapping activity (on the basis
of vegetation characteristics) and 59 of these squares were surveyed in Autumn 2015. Out of these 301 1 km?
squares, 236 squares are found in the Republic areas and 65 are found in the Dhekelia SBA.

6 Survey data provided on 20" January 2016 from CABS representative via email correspondence.

’ The CABS camp was undertaken in close cooperation with the Cyprus Police Anti-poaching unit and the SBA
Police Anti-Poaching unit. The breakdown of the overall results of the camp include: a) 37 prosecutions, 43
confiscations, 163 mist nets detected / seized, 3,115 limesticks detected / seized and 79 decoys detected /
seized.
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across the whole of Cyprus®. It is noted that the estimated death toll does not take into consideration

any net rides that have been classified as ‘Prepared’ (previously this net ride classification was also

considered for the death toll estimation), following the recommendation included in the BTO

assessment report (July 2015) to revise slightly the equation’ (read Appendix 3 for more details).

If one were to split the potential death toll estimate between jurisdictions within the survey area (1.6
million birds) based on the trapping activity detected, then just over 250,000 birds would be the
potential killed in the Republic and about 880,000 the potential killed in the SBAs' - the “Joint’ squares
are not accounted for in the death estimates at the jurisdiction level. Note however, that the limestick
toll is not fully accounted for in this estimate (as the methodology of BirdLife Cyprus focuses more on
detecting mist netting activity), which would make the potential kill in the Republic higher. The total
estimate of birds killed is derived using field-gathered data in combination with expert judgement for
some variables (such as the number of birds caught per net) that are too dangerous to measure in the
field.

Trends in autumn mist netting activity
BirdLife Cyprus is undertaking the trend analysis using the TRIM program. The organisation has been

gathering field data in a systematic manner since 2002 as part of its surveillance programme and
hence makes it possible to use such programs for the analysis. BirdLife Cyprus would like to thank the
RSPB senior conservation scientist, Mr Simon Wotton, for his help and support in undertaking the
TRIM trend analysis.

TRIM (TRends & Indices for Monitoring data) is a program for the analysis of time series of counts with
missing observations. The program can be used to estimate indices and trends and to assess the
effects of covariates on these indices and trends. TRIM analyses time series of counts, using Poisson
regression and produces estimates of yearly indices and trends (Panneloek & van Strien 2005). If
observations are missing, TRIM estimates the missing values on the basis of changes observed on plots
that were monitored.

In other words, TRIM enables us to use the data from all the trapping survey squares ever surveyed
under the BirdLife Cyprus surveillance programme during the autumn period, in total 114 squares,
even though these squares were not all covered each autumn season. The programme ‘fills in’ missing
values for squares that were not covered in a particular year on the basis of the general trend derived

® The estimate also includes any bird trapping that takes place in the occupied parts of Cyprus, although trapping
levels are relatively low based on information provided to BirdLife Cyprus by other organisations and our joint
survey work in the occupied areas with the Turkish Cypriot bird protection society, KUSKOR, carried out in 2008.
This is also the reason why the occupied areas are not presented as a main trapping area in Figure 1.

° BirdLife Cyprus organised a workshop with title ‘Methodology of surveying illegal bird trapping in Cyprus’ in July
2015 (read relevant e-news article). Independent science experts from the British Trust Ornithology (BTO) were
invited to review the monitoring methodology of BirdLife Cyprus and to provide a report of their assessment and
recommendations.

" From the 3,669 metres of active net rides detected within the survey area, 458 metres were in the Republic of
Cyprus (from the 34 squares surveyed), 3,127 metres were in the SBAs (from the 21 squares surveyed) and 84
metres were in 4 ‘Joint’ squares surveyed. For the calculated death estimates at a jurisdiction level, the trapping
finds (excluding the ‘Prepared’ rides) in each jurisdiction are extrapolated to the total number of squares that
are classified as suitable for trapping activity (see footnote 5 above).
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from the data as a whole. The TRIM software (freely available from http://www.ebcc.info/trim.html) is

very widely used for analysis of field data from ecological or biological studies. It works as an index,
setting the first year of a time series of data the value of 100 (in this case year 2002) and then showing
changes up or down in subsequent years relative to this value of 100.

The TRIM program was used to analyse the survey data and to produce trends in autumn bird trapping
from 2002 to 2015. The metres of net rides that are recorded as active'! for bird trapping with mist

nets within each survey square are used as the response variable, with autocorrelation and

overdispersion accounted for as well. The TRIM changepoint model is used with a changepoint in
every year (which returns the same result as a fully time-dependent model)* (for more details on
TRIM approaches read Appendix 4). The TRIM program is a good way of analysing these data and will
produce a model of the change in bird trapping activity (with mist nets) between a base year (i.e.
2002) and each subsequent year of sampling.

Another key conclusion from the BTO assessment report on the monitoring methodology of BirdLife
Cyprus’ is how net rides are classified by different observers: ‘It is important to note that even if there
are some differences in how certain rides would be categorised by different observers, the trend relies
on consistency over time. For this reason, even if there are differences in categorisation between
observers, providing that the same observer consistently applies the criteria for classifying rides over
time, the trend for illegal bird trapping activity will not be compromised’. For more details on net
categorisation read Appendix 1.

Figure 2 shows the trapping activity levels since 2002 across all 114 squares, with 95% confidence
limits, including the additional 10 squares within the SBA (previously the sample size was 104 squares
e.g. for Autumn 2014"). This extra square coverage within the SBA was a recommendation in the BTO
assessment report (July 2015)° to increase the sample size within the SBA. A stratified random sample
of 59 of the 114 squares was surveyed in Autumn 2015.

It is important to highlight that the additional squares surveyed have slightly expanded the total
square coverage to 114 (compared to 104 squares previously), hence the TRIM program has imputed
missing values for these extra squares as well. As a result, if one were to compare the index values
presented in Figure 2 below with the trend analysis results reported in the Autumn 2014 trapping
report®, the index values will vary for the previous autumn seasons (i.e. for Autumn 2014 and earlier).

" This includes all 4 categories of net ride classification: P — Prepared, ANN — Active No Net, AUN — Active Unset
Net and ASN — Active Set Net. Read Appendix 1 for details on net ride classification.

2 This is a linear trend model using the stepwise approach and with all years selected as changepoints.

B see Figure 2 in Section 3. Results, p 14 of BirdLife Cyprus Autumn 2014 trapping report (March 2015).
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Figure 2 Trends for autumn bird trapping activity with the use of mist nets

Table 1 Statistics for trend for autumn trapping levels based on Figure 2

Multiplicative Standard 95% confidence L
. Significance
trend error interval
All squares 1.0577 0.0154 0.030184 Moderate increase (p<0.01)

Note 1: The multiplicative trend reflects the changes in terms of the average percentage change per year i.e. if
the trend is equal to 1 then there is no trend. Hence value 1.057 calculated above indicates an overall increase of

around 6% per year in mist netting activity.

Mist netting activity for autumn 2015 has decreased, recording a 13% decrease this autumn
compared to 2002 (index value is 87 for autumn 2015). As shown in the graph above, trapping activity
for this autumn has dropped compared to the record breaking levels of autumn 2014, a positive
outcome. In comparison to the findings of last year, there has been a decrease of 32% by comparing
the indexes 2014 and 2015. As mentioned earlier the difference in the index value for Autumn 2014
(value of 128) presented in the graph above, compared to the index value for the same autumn
season presented in last year’s autumn report (value of 147)" is due to the slightly expanded (from
104 to 114 squares) total square coverage.

Figure 3 summarises autumn mist netting activity under different jurisdictions applying the same
‘Linear trend model using the stepwise approach’ in the TRIM program. The sample of 114 squares
surveyed at various seasons during the surveillance programme includes 79 squares within the
Republic of Cyprus (RoC), 28 within the Eastern Dhekelia Sovereign Base Area (SBA) and 7 squares that
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cover areas in both jurisdictions (referred to as ‘Joint’ squares, including one that covers the SBA and
UN buffer). For autumn 2015, the breakdown of the squares randomly selected and surveyed at a
jurisdiction level were as follows:

e 34 squares within the Republic of Cyprus,

e 21 squares within the Dhekelia SBA, and

e 4 ‘Joint’ squares.
It is noted that in previous autumn seasons the number of squares covered within the ESBA was
smaller (13 squares in 2014; 12 squares in 2013). Following the methodology workshop organised by
BirdLife Cyprus9 (read relevant e-news article), BTO science experts provided a concise report of their
assessment and recommendations regarding the BirdLife Cyprus monitoring programme. The BTO
report highlighted that the methodology and the analysis undertaken by BirdLife Cyprus is robust
and valid for the development of trapping activity trends. One of the few recommendations was “...In
order to calculate trends within the ESBA that have a reasonable precision, the number of survey
squares sampled within the ESBA will need to be increased. A suggested minimum number of survey
squares would be 20 or 30’. Hence this recommendation was adopted for autumn 2015 season.

For the analysis shown in Figure 3 we have excluded the 7 ‘Joint’ squares that are part of the total
sample of 114 squares, in order not to skew the account for neither the RoC nor the SBAs, i.e. any mist
netting activity found in ‘Joint’ squares has not been included. It is worth highlighting again that the
slightly expanded total square coverage to 114 (compared to 104 squares previously) would explain
the differences in index values between the graph below and the trend analysis results per jurisdiction
reported in the Autumn 2014 trapping report™, particularly for the SBA trend analysis as the extra 10
squares surveyed were within the SBA jurisdiction (e.g. for Autumn 2014 an index value of 226 is
presented in the graph below, while in last year’s autumn an index value of 299 was calculated for this
same season). Despite these apparent differences in index values, particularly for the SBA, the
statistical analysis as reported in Table 2 below shows that there is strong increase (significance level)
and a yearly increase of 16% (multiplicative trend value 1.1618) in the trend for mist netting activity
within the SBA; very similar statistical results were reported for the trend analysis for the SBA in the
Autumn 2014 trapping report“.

" see Figure 3 in Section 3. Results, p 15-16 of BirdLife Cyprus Autumn 2014 trapping report (March 2015).
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Figure 3 Trends for trapping activity for mist netting within the Republic of Cyprus and within the UK
Dhekelia Sovereign Base Area.

Table 2 Statistics for trends for autumn trapping activity levels based on Figure 3

Multiplicative Standard 95% confidence o
. Significance
trend error interval
RoC squares 0.9809 0.0176 0.034496 Uncertain
SBA squares 1.1618 0.0426 0.083496 Strong increase (p<0.01)

At a jurisdiction level, the trapping activity trends indicate that:

For the Republic areas, autumn 2015 mist netting activity (index value 41) showed a decrease
of 46% compared to autumn 2014 (index value 76). In comparison to 2002 there has been a
decrease of 59% for autumn 2015, reaching the low mist netting levels recorded a decade ago
in 2005. These low trapping levels within the RoC jurisdiction are very encouraging.

o Forthe 34 squares covered within the Republic, the range of counts was from 0 to 108
metres of active net rides, while no trapping at all was recorded in 25 squares. The
average within the Republic was 13 metres of active net rides per square surveyed
(458 metres / 34 squares surveyed within the Republic = 13).

For the SBA areas, autumn 2015 mist netting activity remained at the same record breaking
levels as for autumn 2014 (index value of 227 for both autumns). In comparison to 2002 there
has been an increase of 127% for autumn 2015.
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o Asseen in Figure 3 the confidence limits for the SBA trend are noticeably wide. This is
due to the following factors: the relatively small sample size (21 squares surveyed),
the large number of zero counts (9 out of the 21 squares surveyed recorded no
trapping activity at all) and the wide range of counts (from 0 to 1,210 metres of active
net rides). It is anticipated that the larger sample size in the SBA will only start to have
an impact on the confidence limits after two years.

o It is noted that the two highest counts for mist netting activity were recorded in
squares located in Cape Pyla area, with 1,210 and 678 metres of active net rides.
These values are much higher than the average per square, 149 metres of active net
rides per square (3,127 metres / 21 squares surveyed within the SBAs = 149),
highlighting that Cape Pyla is still a hotspot for mist netting activity within the SBAs.

o The five-year trend of annual increases in illegal bird trapping within the Eastern SBA
appears to have been stopped for autumn 2015, which is a necessary and important
start, and BirdLife Cyprus hopes that this will be the start of a significant decline to
follow in the near future.

Overall it is clear from Figure 3 that mist netting activity has increased dramatically within the Dhekelia
SBA since 2010 and for the last two autumn seasons record breaking levels have been recorded. These
levels are much higher compared to the Republic, a pattern that has held in recent years, primarily
due to the mist netting hotspot of Cape Pyla and its peripheral areas.

As for the Republic the situation is better regarding mist netting activity in comparison to the SBAs,
and in autumn 2015 mist netting levels were at the lowest recorded during the past decade, an
encouraging outcome. However the proposed ‘alternative plan’ included in the Strategic Action Plan
against lllegal Bird Trapping, for the ‘selective hunting of ambelopoulia’ under derogation, that was
approved by the Ministerial Council in May 2015", and more importantly the continued inaction by
the Cyprus Government to respond to the EU Commission’s reply and request to withdraw this
‘alternative plan’ from the Strategic Plan'® (read more in the section

Social and political attitudes) is extremely worrying and could reverse this positive result in the coming
years.

Furthermore the Republic areas are a real hotspot for limestick use, as confirmed by the survey data
of other environmental NGOs (CABS) and the enforcement data provided by the competent
authorities (see section Enforcement). In addition, the main economic incentive of organised trappers

i.e. the restaurants serving ambelopoulia, are found almost exclusively in the Republic, hence the

Cyprus authorities have a major role to play in clamping down on the supply — demand business chain.

> Announcement by the Ministry of Interior, dated 14™ May 2015, for the approved Strategic Plan.

1¢ | etter from the EU Commission (dated 18" August 2015) to Cyprus Government — read relevant enews article
of BirdLife Cyprus.

Announcement by the Press Officer Mr Enrico Brivio of the EU Commission on the 15" December 2015, calling
upon the Cyprus Government to remove the ‘alternative plan’ derogation from the Strategic Plan. As clearly
stated by the Press Officer “...the enactment of such a derogation would trigger the need for the Commission to
take appropriate measures’.
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Enforcement

There are 3 competent authorities that are responsible for enforcement against illegal bird trapping in
Cyprus: the Game & Fauna Service and the Cyprus Police Anti-Poaching unit that are responsible for
areas controlled under the Republic of Cyprus, and the SBA Police Anti-Poaching unit responsible for
areas within the UK Sovereign Base Areas. The resources of the above-mentioned enforcement bodies
are as follows:

e Game & Fauna Service, the responsible body for the implementation of the Birds Directive,
has about 90 wardens in total across the whole of island. The Larnaca & Famagusta district,
where most of the bird trapping takes place in Cyprus and where the survey area of BirdLife
Cyprus is focused, has in total 20 game wardens,

e Cyprus Police Anti-Poaching Unit has 8 officers, and

e SBA Police Anti-Poaching Unit is normally comprised of 5 officers to cover the Eastern
Dhekelia Sovereign Base Area. However, according to press reports, in late September 2015,
the team doubled to 11 police officers to respond to the peak trapping period (end Sept to
mid-October)". BirdLife Cyprus would like to thank the SBA Administration and SBA Police
APU team for its willingness and support in undertaking joint field monitoring of illegal bird
trapping with the BirdLife Cyprus team.

Table 3 summarises the enforcement data of the 3 competent authorities regarding illegal bird
trapping for the months of August, September and October, the main period for bird trapping in
Cyprus, for years 2011 - 2015.

v Newspaper article ‘SBA Police doubles size of anti-bird trapping team’, CYPRUS WEEKLY, 25/9/2015, p76.
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Table 3 Summary of illegal bird trapping statistics of the competent authorities for the months of
August, September and October for years 2011 - 2015

Game & Fauna Service — Larnaca & | Eastern SBA Police Anti- | Cyprus Police Anti- Poaching Unit”

Famagusta district’ Poaching Unit®
N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N
S S S (=) (=) (=] (=] (=) (=) (=] S S (=) (=] (=]
s = = = = = = = = = = = = = ~
Years ~ N (%) N " [ N W N (S} ~ N (oY) N (&3]
No of 54 58 76 57 49 23 21 22 28 17 N/A 22 N/A 27 25
prosecu
tions
No of 57 70 78 64 54 23 22 22 30 17 N/A NA N/A 27 28
trappers
arrested
No of 204 311 287 235 230 361 275 227 184 181 N/A 116 N/A 116 121
mist
nets'
No of 2,550 5,372 3,830 1,577 1,740 290 314 516 256 234 N/A 4,799 N/A 3,950 3,359
limestic
ks*

N/A: Not available

Note 1:

The total number includes both trapping paraphernalia (mist nets and limesticks) collected as court

evidence when an arrest takes place and from confiscations.
Note 2: Data provided from Game & Fauna Larnaca & Famagusta district officer (December 2015).
Note 3: Data provided from Intelligence analyst of Eastern SBA Police (December 2015 and January 2016).

Note 4: Enforcement data were provided from Head of the Cyprus Police Anti-poaching unit via telephone on 5t
February 2016.

Game & Fauna Service — Larnaca & Famagusta district: The enforcement data for autumn 2015
show the lowest number of prosecutions and trappers arrested for the last 5 years for the
Game & Fauna Service. The total numbers of mist nets and limesticks confiscated for autumn
2015 are similar to autumn 2014, but lower than previous years. Based on the analysis of the
findings of BirdLife Cyprus from its field survey, mist netting activity levels within the RoC
jurisdiction were the lowest recorded for the past decade (see Figure 3), which could be
considered to be in agreement with the lower number of prosecutions from the Game &
Fauna Service (i.e. lower mist netting activity would suggest a lower number of trappers
undertaking this illegal activity). BirdLife Cyprus acknowledges the enforcement action against
mist netting activity of the Game & Fauna Service, particularly if one were to consider the
limited resources available. However the low number of limesticks confiscated is
disappointing, especially if one were to consider that the majority of limesticks are found
within the Republic controlled areas (based on the CABS findings that worked closely with the
Cyprus Police APU)7 . Both mist nets and limesticks are illegal due to their non-selective
nature and a zero tolerance approach must be applied for both.

SBA Police Anti-Poaching Unit (APU) — Dhekelia Sovereign Base: The enforcement data show
the lowest number of arrests and the lowest number of confiscated mist nets and limesticks
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for the last 5 years. The efforts of the SBA Police are acknowledged, in particular the much
higher number of clearance operations in Cape Pyla (for the months August to October, a total
of 16 operations took place for autumn 2015 compared to 1 operation for autumn 2014),
which were supported by military personnel. The SBA Police also undertook joint field
monitoring with both BirdLife Cyprus and with CABS / SPA Foundation organisations.
However, the overall enforcement action of the SBA Police for the autumn migration period
was disappointing, especially since mist netting activity remained at the very high levels
recorded last autumn (see Figure 3), and despite the fact that its resources were doubled in
late September™’.

o The field data of BirdLife Cyprus showed that Cape Pyla remained a mist netting
hotspot, despite the acacia clearances (December 2014 and July 2015), the doubled
police force and the military support. The SBA Police and SBA Administration need to
apply a combination of measures and tactics in order to be effective at significantly
reducing mist netting activity within their jurisdiction.

e Cyprus Police Anti-Poaching Unit: During the Autumn 2015 trapping season this enforcement
agency worked closely with the CABS / SPA Foundation organisations, which undertook their
survey camp from the 5" September to 18" October 2015. The enforcement data of this
agency show a similar enforcement action in Larnaca and Famagusta districts in autumn 2015

as in previous autumns, both in terms of the number of prosecutions and of mist nets and
limesticks confiscated. BirdLife Cyprus acknowledges the consistent effort of this agency
against illegal bird trapping. The results also highlight that its resources are overstretched and
more resources are needed to enable further enforcement on the ground.

From the enforcement data provided by the 3 agencies, it is clear that illegal bird trapping is taking
place on an industrial scale, with confiscated limesticks in the order of thousands (exceeding 5,300)
and confiscated mist nets exceeding 530.

Table 4 summarises the number of reports that BirdLife Cyprus provided to the competent authorities
regarding active trapping sites and the overall feedback given by the competent authorities. The
information presented in the table below refers to active trapping sites as recorded by the survey
team (this includes all net codes, P, ANN, AUN and ASN — see Appendix 1 for net ride classification -
and sites where limesticks were found) and were reported to the competent authorities for further
action.
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Table 4 Summary of trapping reports provided to competent authorities from BirdLife Cyprus during
Autumn 2015

Game and Fauna Service — SBA Anti-Poaching Police Unit Cyprus Police Anti- Poaching
Larnaca & Famagusta Unit
N N N N N N N N N N N N
o o o o o o o o o o o o
] & IS G i~ & = G o & 'S G
Number of 50 43 33 23 52 38 40 51 none | 3 13* 12°
reports
Prosecutions / 17 19 8* 11 9 8 6 4 (8%) N/R 1 2 1(8%)
Arrests (34%) | (44%) | (24%) | (48%)° | (17%) | (21%) | (15%) (33%) | (15%)*
Confiscations® 10 8 11 None 22 18 5 10 N/R N/A N/A 2
(20%) (19%) (33%) (42%) (47%) (15%) (20%) (17%)
Clearancez/ 23 16 14 12 21 12 29 37 N/R N/A N/A 9
Nothing3 (46%) (37%) (42%) (52%) (40%) (32%) (70%) (72%) (75%)

N/R — Not relevant; N/A — Not available

Note 1: Confiscations of mist nets, limesticks and/or calling devices.

Note 2: Clearance refers to collection of trapping paraphernalia such as pole bases, poles, loudspeakers, wires etc.

Note 3: ‘Nothing’ refers to reports where the competent authority checked the trapping location but reported it inactive (no
nets or limesticks were found) upon its visit, hence no prosecution or confiscation took place, or no feedback was provided.
Note 4: Two sites were reported to both the Game Service and the Cyprus Police (Autumn 2014) — both reports resulted in
prosecutions and they are accounted for in the statistics of both enforcement agencies shown above. The feedback for these
two sites was provided from the Game & Fauna Service and is used to calculate the % value for the Cyprus Police.

Note 5: Two of the BirdLife Cyprus’ reports that resulted in prosecutions were for illegal shooting of bee-eaters.

Note 6: The feedback for the reported sites to the Cyprus Police APU for Autumn 2015 was provided by CABS, which worked
closely with this enforcement agency during the season.

The above table highlights that the cooperation and information exchange between the Game &
Fauna Service and BirdLife Cyprus has been quite successful for Autumn 2015, with 48% of the reports
resulting in prosecutions, which is commendable. In total numbers 11 prosecutions took place for
Autumn 2015 from BirdLife reports, slightly more than Autumn 2014, but significantly fewer than
previous years. It is noticeable that no confiscations took place this autumn, in contradiction to
previous autumn seasons. The response rate to BirdLife Cyprus reports (based on the feedback
provided by the Game and Fauna Service) ranged from 1 — 2 weeks, something that needs to be
further improved in order for the enforcement action to be more effective (i.e. 52% of the BirdLife
reports resulted in ‘clearance / nothing’ as an outcome).

With regards to the Dhekelia SBA Police Anti-poaching unit, about 28% of the BirdLife Cyprus reports
resulted in prosecutions (8%) or confiscations (20%) for Autumn 2015. This total success rate of 28% is
the lowest since 2012; it is particularly worrying that the actual number of prosecutions (4 in total)
from BirdLife reports is also the lowest in recent years. These results are in agreement with the overall
enforcement statistics of this enforcement agency (see Table 3), which indicated that enforcement
action was the lowest over the last 5 years. The highest number of clearance operations was
undertaken for this trapping season, 16 in total, compared to previous years, which is commendable.
This is reflected by the volume of trapping paraphernalia (loudspeakers, poles, pole stands and
destroyed pole stands) confiscated, based on the enforcement statistics provided by the SBA Police.
The response time of the SBA Police unit (based on the feedback provided) ranged from one week to
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two months. For a number of trapping sites reported by BirdLife Cyprus, action by the SBA Police was
taken in late November / early December. This late response time highlights that the SBA Police
resources were much stretched during the main trapping season; however enforcement action must
be focused between August and October if a significant decrease in trapping activity levels is to be
achieved within the SBA. From the data provided from CABS / SPA Foundation the SBA Police APU had
on average one arrest and two confiscations for each day of joint monitoring during their camp’.

As for the Cyprus Police Anti-poaching unit, BirdLife Cyprus reported 12 cases where illegal bird
trapping activity was detected. From the feedback received with regards to the BirdLife Cyprus reports
from CABS (who worked closely with Cyprus Police), only 8% (1 report) resulted in prosecution and
17% (2 reports) resulted in confiscations, while for the remaining 75% (9 in total) of the reports there
was no tangible result. This suggests that resources for this unit are stretched, particularly since for
the last few years the Cyprus Police Anti-poaching unit works in close cooperation with CABS / SPA
Foundation during their survey camps. The response time of this agency (based on the feedback
provided) ranged from a few days to one week, which was the quicker amongst the 3 enforcement
agencies. From the data provided from CABS / SPA Foundation, the Cyprus Police APU had on average
one arrest and one confiscation for each day of joint monitoring during their camp’.

BirdLife Cyprus received numerous reports from the general public of active trapping sites. All the
reports were provided to the competent authorities and in some cases they resulted in arrests or
confiscations.

Illegal bird trapping has become a demand-supply wildlife crime, with the trading of trapped birds in
restaurants being the key economic driver for organised trappers, who make thousands of euros every
year. The restaurants selling ambelopoulia are primarily within the Republic; however enforcement
action against them by the Game and Fauna Service and the Cyprus Police has been very limited, if
any, in the last few years as seen in Table 5. For the year 2015 BirdLife Cyprus did not receive any

information that any restaurants were prosecuted (or checked). This is very alarming and worrying

indeed, and enforcement action against restaurants needs to be prioritised by the Cyprus competent
authorities if the illegal trade of trapped birds in restaurants is to be stopped. BirdLife Cyprus believes
that this much reduced enforcement action against restaurants is influenced by the lack of political
will to tackle bird trapping observed in recent years (read section

Social and political attitudes).

Table 5 Summary of restaurant checks and prosecutions in Cyprus

2010" 2011" 2012" 2013" 2014°
Restaurant checks 20 31 18 7 14
Restaurant prosecutions 13 15 8 3 1

Note 1: Data source for years 2010-2013: Ombudswoman report dated 27/5/2014

(http://www.ombudsman.gov.cy/ombudsman/ombudsman.nsf/index new/index new?OpenForm).

Note 2: Data source: Reply from Ministry of Interior to question of Member of the Parliament Mr Perdikes (question dated

15/6/2015, ref no 23.06.010.04.629) regarding restaurant prosecutions by the Game and Fauna Service for year 2014
(http://www?2.parliament.cy/parliamentgr/008 02/by name/gioryo perdiki.htm).
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Social and political attitudes

Overview for year 2015

The issue of illegal bird trapping has been covered very extensively by the media during 2015. As
highlighted in BirdLife Cyprus trapping report of Spring 2015 (October 2015)* during the year 2015
BirdLife has witnessed conflicting developments regarding the issue of illegal bird trapping. This issue
was even covered by the high profile journal ‘Nature’ with a news feature article title ‘Slaughter of the
song birds’, published on 26" January 2016, which described the large scale killing of migratory birds
taking place in Cyprus and the political sensitivities and developments that have taken place in 2015%.

Developments in the Republic of Cyprus

The approval of the Strategic Action Plan (StAP) for tackling illegal bird trapping by the Ministerial
Council of the Cyprus government on the 13" May 2015, with the inclusion of the so-called
‘alternative plan’ for the ‘selective hunting of ambelopoulia, under a derogation’ has been very
damaging and a huge setback for the implementation of a zero tolerance approach against this wildlife
crime. The ‘alternative plan’ measure is a clear indication of tolerance towards bird trapping by the
Cyprus Government, which is very likely to reverse the encouraging decrease that has been observed
for mist netting activity levels in the last few years within the Republic (see Figure 3).

Developments in the UK Sovereign Base Areas
The SBA Administration has shown political will to stop illegal bird trapping and to enforce a zero
tolerance’ approach on the ground within its jurisdiction. As part of its acacia clearance programme
within the mist netting hotspot of Cape Pyla 54 acres of acacia vegetation have been cleared to date”,
a milestone action that BirdLife Cyprus welcomes.

Another major measure for the protection of Cape Pyla was its designation as a Special Area of
Conservation (SAC) on 30 December 2015. The site was designated, together with another four sites
within the SBAs namely Agios Nicolaos, Dhekelia, Akrotiri and Episkopi*'. Cape Pyla, Agios Nicolaos and
Dhekelia are all areas where illegal bird trapping takes place; hence their designation as SACs gives
these areas a protected status and the possibility for securing funding for further management and
habitat restoration work. BirdLife Cyprus warmly welcomes the designation and congratulates the
SBAs for completing a thorough scientific evaluation that led to the protection of those sites. BirdLife
Cyprus expects these designations will now lead to better protection of these important areas as well
as the implementation of relevant management measures.

8 BirdLife Cyprus trapping report (October 2015) - ‘UPDATE on illegal bird trapping activity in Cyprus’
http://birdlifecyprus.org/upload/BirdLifeCyprus _Spring2015trappingreport Final forpublicuse.pdf.
¥ Nature journal, News Feature ‘Slaughter of the song birds’, 26" January 2016
http://www.nature.com/news/slaughter-of-the-song-birds-1.19222.

% pecember 2014 — 17 acres; July 2015 — 22 acres; January 2016 — 15 acres.

2t Sovereign Base Areas Administration website, section ‘Special Areas of Conservation’
http://www.sbaadministration.org/index.php/special-ac.
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Cyprus Government continues to show tolerance towards bird trapping, despite EU
Commission’s call to remove ‘the alternative plan’ derogation

BirdLife Cyprus has been advocating for the development and the implementation of a Strategic
Action Plan (StAP) against illegal bird trapping since 2011, following the adoption of the ‘Larnaca
Declaration’”” in the 1% Pan-european Conference against lllegal Bird Killing (Council of Europe,
Larnaca, July 2011). The ‘Larnaca Declaration’ was a milestone decision and it was taken at a time that
it has become clear also to BirdLife Cyprus that the serious and persistent problem of illegal bird
trapping could not be addressed only through enforcement actions, but needed a suite of measures
under different areas and with all the key stakeholders involved. The Spring 2015 trapping report
(October 2015) describes in detail how BirdLife Cyprus led the initiative for the development of a StAP
in 2013 on the principle of a ‘zero tolerance’ approach against this wildlife crime, with the
involvement of all key stakeholders (enforcement agencies, government departments, environmental
NGOs), and that in 2014 a final StAP document was sent to the stakeholders for adoption. It is
important to highlight that during this democratic, transparent, participatory and integrated
consultation the issue of a ‘derogation for selective hunting of ambelopoulia’ was never brought up
for discussion by any stakeholder.

The Spring 2015 report™ outlines the progress towards the adoption of the StAP document, as sent by
BirdLife Cyprus in 2014, by the different stakeholders, and how the Ministry of Interior and the Game
and Fauna Service introduced unilaterally this ‘alternative plan’ measure for ‘selective hunting of
ambelopoulia, under derogation’ in the Strategic Action Plan developed by the Republic of Cyprus. On
the 13™ May 2015 the Ministerial Council approved the Strategic Action Plan with the ‘alternative
plan’ measure included®®, without being fully briefed of the compatibility of the plan with the EU
acquis and it seems without having sought the advice of the legal service of the Republic.

This development has been a serious setback to any progress made against illegal bird trapping and
we strongly believe that this strategic plan if implemented would basically lead the way for the
legalization of ambelopoulia hunting, instead of aiming to eliminate this phenomenon. Realising the
severity of this disastrous development, the environmental organizations BirdLife Cyprus, the Cyprus
Conservation Foundation Terra Cypria, Friends of the Earth Cyprus, the Committee Against Bird
Slaughter (CABS) and the Foundation for the Protection of Biodiversity (Foundation Pro Biodiversity -
SPA) formed a network in order to fight it as a united front. The network was very active lobbying and
campaigning for the withdrawal of this derogation during 2015, including:
e Various joint Press Releases to express our opposition to the ‘alternative plan’:
o 15" May, Greek and English titled ‘Environmental organisations condemn the

“alternative plan” introduced in the Strategic Plan to tackle illegal trapping of birds
and its approval by the Council of Ministers on 13 May 2015’.

22 arnaca Declaration’, 7" July 2011.
https://wcd.coe.int/com.instranet.InstraServlet?command=com.instranet.CmdBlobGet&Instranetimage=276548
8&SecMode=1&Docld=1806244&Usage=2

2 Ministry of Interior announcement for approval of the Strategic Plan for tackling illegal trapping of wild birds,
14™ May 2015.
http://www.pio.gov.cy/moi/pio/pio.nsf/All/965DEA62D16DDF7AC2257E45003D3CA9?0Opendocument
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o 14™ September, Greek and English titled ‘Clear no by European Commission to

selective blackcap hunting’
o 17" December, Greek titled ‘ENGOs answer to the Statement of the Ministry of
Interior regarding illegal bird trapping’.

e Joint position papers in Greek and English, explaining the reasons why this derogation
cannot be permitted under the Birds Directive. The position paper outlined the reasons
why this derogation must be withdrawn, based on scientific, legal, strategic, tactical,
violation of good administration and the consultation process reasons and,
misinformation of the public opinion on this issue arguments.

e Attendance and submission of a joint position paper on 1* July at the Environmental
Committee of the Parliament of Cyprus (read the relevant e-news article of July 2015),

when the StAP and the ‘alternative plan’ was discussed.

e Publication of pictures of Cypriot celebrities (artists, musicians, poets, actors, journalists
etc.) holding signs with messages such as ‘Protect Birds, Not Poachers’ and ‘Zero
Tolerance Against lllegal Bird Killing’ on Facebook page ‘Zero Tolerance Against Songbird
Poaching in Cyprus’ last December®. In total more than 40 celebrities voiced their
opposition to illegal bird trapping in this way.

Over the last few months this network has had meetings with various political parties, members of the
parliament and other decision makers, presenting our joint position paper and our key arguments
against this ‘alternative plan’. Our campaigning has reached out to the general public and to the
media, as we have been invited to various TV and radio shows and have given interviews to
newspapers and magazines, during which we had the opportunity to voice our strong opposition to
this derogation (see Appendix 5). Furthermore the publication of the pictures of celebrities, expressing
their opposition against bird trapping, attracted a lot of attention and provided an opportunity for the
general public to express for the first time in social media their outcry against this chronic problem.

BirdLife Cyprus strongly believes that the intention through the ‘alternative plan’ is to legalise blackcap
hunting in Cyprus, and to reduce enforcement, purely for political reasons, rather than to stop illegal
bird trapping. This has become even more evident from a Facebook post of a Member of the Cyprus
Parliament, Evgenios Xamboullas, on 12" December 2015 showing himself with a plate of
‘ambelopoulia’ and commenting ‘Soon in our restaurants! Happy Holidays!. The particular MP has
been strongly supportive of the ‘alternative plan’ since the beginning in May 2015, and has appeared
on numerous media shows to ‘defend’ this derogation as a measure to tackle bird trapping. This
provocative post created a massive outcry in the media, including social media, not only because this
post was promoting an illegal act, but even more importantly because a Member of Parliament was
clearly breaking the law and considered himself ‘above the law’. His act received a lot of media
attention nationally, and even international press such as The Guardian covered the incident with an
article titled ‘Anger as Cyprus MP shows off banned dish of songbirds at restaurant’®>. Despite the fact

%% Zero Tolerance Against Songbird Poaching in Cyprus page on Facebook -
https://www.facebook.com/AntiBirdPoachingCy/?fref=ts

% The Guardian article, 15" December 2015, titled ‘Anger as Cyprus MP shows off banned dish of songbirds at
restaurant’.
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that many politicians criticised the post of this MP, including his own political party DISY*® and the
General Attorney of the Republic of Cyprus, sadly the MP has not been prosecuted for his illegal act,
due to his MP impunity. An online petition was created calling upon the General Attorney to lift the
MP’s Parliamentary immunity and to initiate criminal proceedings against him?’, which received a total
of 1,274 signatures. Despite the fact that the General Attorney commented in a newspaper article®,
as a response to this petition, that there is not sufficient evidence to initiate criminal proceedings
against Xamboullas’ act, he reiterated that his act was unacceptable and provocative. However, it is
important to note that this post has also attracted the attention of pro trapping supporters, and
numerous posts have appeared on social media with people eating ambelopoulia, since a sense of
impunity and of tolerance has been created. This has been a huge setback at a communication level
and the messaging of ‘zero tolerance’ towards illegal bird trapping.

Moreover BirdLife Cyprus believes that the whole incident of MP Hamboullas and his provocative
behaviour will affect, directly or indirectly, the implementation and enforcement of the law on the
ground. As mentioned in an article published by the well-known journal Nature on 26 January 2016
by an officer of the Cyprus Game and Fauna Service, there have been at least 30 cases in the past
decade in which game-service officers responsible for wildlife enforcement in the republic were
harassed by trappers. “We've had people put bombs in the private cars of game wardens, and cases
where the houses of game wardens have been burnt down,” the same officer mentioned. Another
article” published in a Greek newspaper, on 16 November 2015, interviewed a game warden of the
Cyprus Game and Fauna Service and described the dangers that game wardens are faced with on a
daily basis during their patrolling to combat illegal bird trapping and poaching. On one occasion the
game warden described how a trapper that had set mist nets for catching blackcaps threatened him
with a gun, “...turn around and go. If you insist to arrest me | will kill you. | have three months of life left
and two cartridges. One for you and one for me’, the trapper shouted at the game warden. It is
evident that the enforcement agencies have a hard task to enforce the law against trapping and
poaching, and Xamboullas’ provocative act will worsen their operational work. A Game warden might
wonder if an MP is completely indifferent and in fact breaks the law publicly, why should the
enforcement agencies strive to enforce it and the rest of the citizens abide by it and face the risks
associated as well?

Fortunately the EU Commission has given a very clear, negative opinion with regards to the
‘alternative plan’ derogation. According to a newspaper article on 2 January 2016, a press officer of
the EU Commission, Mr Enrico Brivio, highlighted that ‘...the Commission is concerned about the
inclusion of this ‘alternative plan’, which creates the possibility for granting derogations for bird

*® DISY announcement with title ‘Post and comments of Member of the Parliament Evgenios Xamboullas on
social media’ - http://www.disy.org.cy/index.php?id=3593.

%7 Online petition link -

https://secure.avaaz.org/el/petition/Axiotimo_Geniko Eisaggelea ko Kosta Kliridi_Sas_kaloyme na_arete_tin
asylia_kai_na_askisete poiniki_dioxi/?nCCxrbb.

%% Sigmalive newspaper article, 27" January 2016 - http://www.sigmalive.com/news/303371/eisaggeleas-den-
stoixeiotheteitai-poiniko-adikima-xampoulla

» Reporter article, 16 November 2015, titled ‘/ have three months of life left and two cartridges. One for you and
one for me"

0 Article in Greek - http://www.philenews.com/el-gr/top-stories/885/292764/komision-ampelopoulia-telos-
diaforerika-parapompi-sto-dikastirio-tis-ee.
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trapping. This is a measure that cannot be accepted according to the EU legislation...’. In a similar
tone, Mr Brivio made an official announcement on behalf of the Commission on 15" December 2015
regarding the same issue, stating that “...this is an option that cannot be justified on the basis of EU
legislation...the enactment of such a derogation would trigger the need for the Commission to take
appropriate measures’. In this specific announcement, the press officer also mentioned that the
Commission had written to the Cyprus Government in August 2015%, making clear that ‘the
alternative plan’ derogation cannot be permitted as the criteria set out by the European Birds
Directive are not met.

The Commission has given its final and categorical opinion on this matter. However there has been no
official reaction from the Cyprus Government regarding whether it intends to remove the ‘alternative
plan’ from the Strategic Plan, and BirdLife Cyprus calls upon the Cyprus Government to remove this
derogation from the Strategic Plan and to start immediately the implementation of the rest of the
Plan, which has been pending since early 2014. Finally, it’s worth noting that the NGO coalition has
written a letter to the Minister of Interior on 26 December 2015, asking what the Minister intends to
do about removing the ‘alternative plan’ and asking for a meeting, but we have no reply or invitation
to this date.

SBA Administration continues to implement a ‘zero tolerance’ approach to illegal bird trapping

SBA Administration (SBAA) has shown political will to stop illegal bird trapping within its jurisdiction
and to enforce a zero tolerance’ approach on the ground in 2015, as shown by the various activities
that have been undertaken, including: a) the continuation of the acacia clearance programme in the
mist netting hotspot of Cape Pyla, b) the designation of Cape Pyla, Agios Nicolaos and Dhekelia as
Special Areas of Conservation (SACs), areas where illegal bird trapping takes place, and c) the
development of a bird trapping action plan that outlines the various measures that the SBAA will
undertake to combat this issue within its jurisdiction®.

BirdLife Cyprus has been calling on the SBA Administration (SBAA) the last years to tackle effectively
the mist netting hotspot of Cape Pyla by undertaking acacia clearance, hence removing the habitat
used for trapping. This milestone action started in November / December 2014 and continues to date,
undertaking acacia removals in phases and a total of 54 acres of acacia vegetation has been removed
to date (December 2014 — 17 acres; July 2015 — 22 acres; January 2016 — 15 acres). The reactions from
the local residents of the nearby village of Xylofagou, joined by some local Members of Parliament,
have been many, but fortunately the SBA Administration has remained undeterred and committed to
stopping industrial scale mist netting activity in Cape Pyla. BirdLife Cyprus welcomes and supports the
acacia removal programme; however this action must be continued as there are still more than 100
acres of acacias in Cape Pyla military firing range®*, which still contain the stronghold of mist netting

*! http://ec.europa.eu/avservices/video/player.cfm?ref=1114292&videolang=EN&embedder

32 Relevant BirdLife Cyprus e-news article (September 2015) - http://www.birdlifecyprus.org/en/news-879-

A clear NO_by the European_Commission_to the alternative plan for selective blackcap hunting.html.
3 Sovereign Base Areas Administration website, section ‘Bird trapping / Poaching Information’
http://www.sbaadministration.org/index.php/bird-trapping-action-plan

** A total of 164 acres of acacias has been mapped within the Cape Pyla firing exclusion zone, 54 of which have
been removed to this date. http://www.sbaadministration.org/images/AEEIC/bird trapping/20150819-

hg Bird %20Trapping plan 2015 ppo.pdf
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activity as recorded during the monitoring field survey and shown in the analysis undertaken (see
Figure 3). The SBAA must prioritise where the next acacia removal should take place in Cape Pyla, on
the basis of intelligence information regarding mist netting activity, in order to have a bigger impact
on this illegal activity.

The designation of Cape Pyla as a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) last January 2016, together with
the areas of Agios Nicolaos and Dhekelia within the Eastern SBAs®!, is warmly welcomed. This
designation sets the legal framework for the protection of these areas and for the development of
management plans for each one of them. This designation will also provide the possibility for securing
funding for the protection and restoration of these sites, particularly for Cape Pyla and the acacia
removal plan that is ongoing.

It is clear that the SBA Administration has set the issue of tackling illegal bird trapping high on its
priority list, having developed a ‘Bird Trapping Action Plan’ and starting to implement it. A significant
amount of resources, both military and police, were utilised during the past year and a mixture of
measures were applied during the Autumn 2015 main trapping period. However trapping activity
within the SBAs, and particularly in Cape Pyla, remained at very high levels and the Administration and
the Police need to draw up an action plan for the coming autumn that will tackle this problem
effectively.
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4. Discussion

Illegal bird trapping activity with the use of mist nets and limesticks has seen a decrease compared to
last year during this last autumn period; however it remained at very high levels compared to the low
activity levels recorded during and right after the accession period of Cyprus into the EU (see Figure 2).
Mist netting activity for autumn 2015 showed a 13% decrease compared to 2002 (index value is 87 for

autumn 2015), an encouraging outcome. However, these levels are much higher than a decade ago
(lowest index value recorded from the surveillance programme of BirdLife Cyprus was 20 in 2006, a
decrease of 80% compared to baseline year 2002). At a jurisdiction level, mist netting activity for the
Republic showed a decrease of 59% for autumn 2015 compared to 2002, while for the SBA an increase
of 127% for autumn 2015 compared to 2002 was recorded. Year-on-year increase since 2011 in illegal
bird trapping within the SBA appears to have been stopped for this autumn trapping season. This is a
necessary and important start, and BirdLife Cyprus hopes that this will be the start of a significant
decline to follow in the near future. Enforcement data from the 3 agencies (see Table 3) indicate that
illegal bird trapping is taking place on an industrial scale, with confiscated limesticks in the order of
thousands (exceeding 5,300) and confiscated mist nets exceeding 530.

The ‘Review of illegal killing of birds in the Mediterranean’ by BirdLife International, published in
August 2015, highlighted the scale of illegal bird trapping and the impact Cyprus is having as a country
on migratory birds (read relevant e-news article). A paper that is due to be published in the next 2016
edition of the journal ‘Bird Conservation International’ regarding this study mentioned that ...In the
late 1980s, Cyprus had a reputation for killing more individual birds per capita than any other country
in the Mediterranean (Magnin 1987) and our data indicates that this may remain the case’. In the
findings of this study Cyprus ranked first with the highest estimated mean number of birds killed per
capita, 196 birds killed per 100 people, followed by Lebanon with 44 birds killed per 100 people.

The approval of the Strategic Action Plan (StAP) for tackling illegal bird trapping by the Ministerial
Council of the Cyprus government on the 13" May 2015, with the inclusion of the so-called
‘alternative plan’ for the ‘selective hunting of ambelopoulia, under a derogation’ under the Birds
Directive has been very damaging and a huge setback for the implementation of a zero tolerance
approach against this wildlife crime. The ‘alternative plan’ measure is a clear indication of tolerance
towards bird trapping by the Cyprus Government and the legalisation of blackcap hunting. This
situation is very likely to reverse the encouraging decrease that has been observed for mist netting
activity levels in the last few years within the Republic. BirdLife Cyprus believes that the provocative
behaviour of MP Hamboullas, who posted a picture of himself with a plate of ‘ambelopoulia’ and
commenting ‘Soon in our restaurants! Happy Holidays’, will have an impact on the implementation
and enforcement of the law on the ground, as a sense of impunity and of tolerance has been created
regarding illegal bird trapping.

Fortunately the EU Commission has been categorical with regards to the ‘alternative plan’ derogation
proposed by the Cyprus Government, stating that ‘...the Commission is concerned about the inclusion
of this ‘alternative plan’, which creates the possibility for granting derogations for bird trapping. This is

3% Moreover in an official press

a measure that cannot be accepted according to the EU legislation...
announcement in December 2015%, it was made clear that ‘...the enactment of such a derogation

would trigger the need for the Commission to take appropriate measures’. It is also worth noting that
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the environmental NGOs coalition, which has been formed to fight against the ‘alternative plan’, has
written a letter to the Minister of Interior on 16 December 2015, asking what the Minister intends to
do about removing the ‘alternative plan’ and asking for a meeting, but there has been no reply or
invitation to this date.

On the other hand the SBA Administration has shown political will in 2015 to stop illegal bird trapping
within its jurisdiction, and to enforce a ‘zero tolerance’ approach on the ground. It has continued with
its acacia clearance programme in the mist netting hotspot of Cape Pyla and so far has removed 54
acres of acacias, despite all the reactions from the locals and the political pressure exerted.
Furthermore, it finalised the process and has announced the designation of Cape Pyla as a Special Area
of Conservation (SAC) in January 2016, as well as the areas of Agios Nicolaos and Dhekelia. This
designation sets out the legal framework for the protection of these areas and for the development of
management plans, which would include habitat restoration as a key measure. It is very encouraging
that the SBA Administration has developed and is implementing a ‘Bird Trapping Action Plan’, which
shows that this issue is of high priority, and a significant amount of resources were utilised during the
past year. However trapping activity within the SBAs, and particularly in Cape Pyla, remained at very
high levels, equal to autumn 2014, and the Administration and the Police need to draw up an action
plan for the coming autumn that will tackle this problem effectively.

The levels of political will in the Cyprus government and the SBA Administration have never been as
different as they were in 2015. The Cyprus government has shown tolerance towards illegal bird
trapping by approving a Strategic Action Plan that includes the possibility for ‘selective hunting of
blackcaps, under derogation’ under the Birds Directive. Such a clause risks legalising bird killing of
blackcaps in practice. On the other hand the SBA Administration has shown zero tolerance on the
ground against bird trapping with the development and implementation of an action plan that has
included a series of important measures (54 acres of acacia removed since December 2014,
designation of the key trapping hotspot of Cape Pyla as a SAC, military support to the Anti-poaching
unit etc.). This will need to be maintained however if the levels of mist-netting activity at Cape Pyla are
to be finally reduced (about 100 acres of invasive acacia used for illegal bird trapping still remain
within Cape Pyla).

BirdLife Cyprus calls upon the Cyprus Government to remove the ‘alternative plan’ from the Strategic
Action Plan and to start immediately the implementation of the rest of the plan, which has been
pending since early 2014, as this development has caused a huge setback on a communication level
and the messaging of ‘zero tolerance’ towards illegal bird trapping.
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Appendix 1

Methodology of the trapping surveillance programme

Survey area and sampling strategy

The surveillance project began in 2002 with the coverage of 60 sample squares (each 1x1
km) chosen at random from within a 261 km2 study area, which covered most of the
Famagusta/Eastern Larnaca area and the Ayios Theodoros — Maroni area.

In 2005, the monitoring became more targeted, focusing on habitat suitable for trapping.
Each 1 km square within the study area was classified as either a ‘possible bird trapping area’
or ‘unlikely bird trapping area’ based solely on the presence or absence of vegetation
suitable for setting limesticks or nets. Surveillance subsequently took place in ‘possible’
squares only. Some 44 of the original 60 sample squares were ‘possible bird trapping area’
squares under the new classification. These 44 squares were kept, with another 16 new
squares chosen randomly to bring the total sample to 60 again.

Then, in 2007, the survey area was expanded to cover 295 km2 for Famagusta/Eastern
Larnaca area and 111 km2 for Ayios Theodoros — Maroni area, bringing the total survey area
to 406 km2. This was done after preliminary surveys in autumn 2006 found evidence of
extensive trapping on the margins of the original (261 km2) survey area. The sample size was
expanded to 100 squares (40 new squares were randomly chosen) to allow for this extension
of the survey area. Out of the 406 1 km2 squares of the expanded survey area, 301 have
been classified as ‘possible bird trapping area’ squares.

The random selection of sample squares is stratified to ensure representative coverage of
areas under SBA, Republic of Cyprus and “Joint” jurisdiction (squares where the two
jurisdictions meet). In terms of the analysis of the survey data BirdLife Cyprus is using the
TRIM (TRends & Indices for Monitoring data) programme, which enables the analysis of time
series of counts with missing observations (read more about TRIM in Appendix 4.

Surveying for trapping activity

Surveying consists of a two-man team systematically searching for evidence of illegal
trapping activity in the randomly selected one by one kilometre squares. The time taken to
survey each square is recorded, as are weather patterns and the presence or absence of
large numbers of migrant birds.

For safety reasons (avoidance of possible confrontation with trappers) the BC observers do
not go out in the field at dawn, which is the main period of trapping activity, but carry out
surveys between 09:00 and 17:00. Each sample square is surveyed only once each season,
partly for safety reasons (minimising the risk of the observers becoming known to trappers)
and partly because repeat sampling of each square has no particular value when it comes to
analysis of the collected data. Opportunistic observations are also made in the surroundings
of squares where mist netting is suspected. Trapping activity includes:

e mist netting activity, which is the main focus of the surveillance programme of
BirdLife Cyprus. This is calculated using the total length of active net rides recorded
within the survey area; and

e limesticks, using the total number of active limesticks found within the survey area.
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Mist nets

The two observers carry out a thorough search of all habitat patches suitable for the setting
of mist nets (i.e. all areas with bushes and/or trees) within each sample square. The
observers record all direct and indirect evidence of mist net and tape lure use and of net ride
preparation and use (e.g. cleared corridors within vegetation for putting up nets, presence of
pole bases). The codes used for the various categories of mist netting activity and tape lure
use are given below, as are the codes used for recording the type of habitat where trapping
activity is detected. The surveyors note cases where they come across enclosed (fenced)
areas that they cannot see into at all, or cannot see into well enough to survey fully.

Box 1 Key to survey codes used for the field

Net code

O -old ride

P —ride recently prepared

ANN — active no nets present
AUN — active unset net present
ASN — active set net present

IUN —inactive unset net present

The main net ride classifications are described below:

Habitat code
A —acacia

C —citrus

E — eucalyptus
F —fig
J—mulberry
O -olive

M — maquis

P — pomegranate

K —carob
Cy — cypress
L — lentisk

S —syrian plum

Tape lure code

P —tale lure present, playing

L — loudspeakers present

Y —tape lure present, not
playing

U —unknown

W — electrical wires associated
with tape lures

B — car battery present

e Prepared (P): A net ride that is clearly ready to be used but there is no evidence e.g.
bird feathers, blood stains, thrown pebbles, to suggest illegal activity was taking

place the previous night / morning (see Figure 4),

e Active No Net (ANN): A net ride that from the evidence found e.g. bird feathers,

blood stains, thrown pebbles, indicates that illegal activity was taking place the
previous night / morning but no net is present (see Figure 5),
e Active Unset Net present (AUN): A net ride where the trapper has left the mist net

on the poles but it is furled i.e. the mist net is not stretched up for catching birds but
lowered down (or the net is placed e.g. under a tree) (see Figure 6), and
e Active Set Net present (ASN): A net ride where the trapper has left the mist net set

on the poles and it is ready for catching birds (see Figure 7).
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Figure 5: Active No Net ride (ANN) with poles, bases, feathers & signs of trampling in an
olive grove
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Figure 7: Active Set Net present (ASN) —corridors in orchards are often used for mist
netting

Limesticks

While the main effort of the observers is to locate evidence of mist netting, all evidence of
limestick activity is also recorded. Limesticks are much harder to locate in the field than mist
nets and are often set in a different habitat to mist nets. In addition, incidental evidence for
limestick use is hard to detect (though trees pruned to hold limesticks are readily
identifiable). It is impractical to search entire 1 km2 sample squares for limesticks due to the
time consuming nature of the task. The protocol is therefore for the observers to look out
for limesticks while concentrating on surveying for mist netting activity.

37



Appendix 2

Survey data for autumn 2015
Evidence of illegal bird trapping activity within survey squares

Confidential information — provided upon request
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Evidence of illegal bird trapping activity outside survey squares

Confidential information — provided upon request
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Appendix 3

Estimation of numbers of birds caught during autumn 2015

The following key assumptions are applied for the estimation of the birds killed:

. 12 metres is the assumed average length for a mist net

o 20 birds are caught per 12-m net per day (Magnin, 1986 )

o 0.5 birds are caught per limestick per day

. 60 days is the duration of the trapping period for spring and autumn seasons

o 50% scaling factor — applied for spring estimates to account for a lower number
of migrating birds passing via Cyprus compared to the autumn

. 301 are the possible bird trapping squares within the survey area as identified

from the surveillance programme in 2007 (the random sample of squares

surveyed by BirdLife Cyprus is taken from these 301 squares)

o 75% of illegal trapping activity for all of Cyprus takes place within the survey
area (based on input from enforcement authorities and other experts)

o Net ride categories ‘ANN’ (Active No Nets), ‘ASN’ (Active Set Nets) and ‘AUN’
(Active Unset Nets) nets are assumed that they are active every day during the
trapping season (read Appendix 1 for details on net ride classification).

o Note: Net ride category ‘P’ (Prepared) is not taken into account for the
estimation of numbers of birds killed anymore, following the
recommendation of BTO science experts (BTO report, July 2015) to revise
slightly the equation.

Using the above assumptions the bird death toll is estimated as follows for autumn:
For nets = [(Total length of ANN+AUN+ASN rides)] / (average length of a net) x (20 birds per
net per day) x (total number of ‘possible bird trapping area’ squares / number of squares
surveyed) x (length of trapping season in days)

= [(2,782 + 405 + 20] / (12) x (20) x (301/59) x (60)

= 1,636,114 could have been caught within the survey area in mist nets.

For limesticks = (Total number of limesticks found) x (0.5 birds per limestick per day) x (total
number of ‘possible bird trapping area’ squares / number of squares surveyed) x (length of
trapping season in days)

=335x0.5x (301/59) x 60

=51.272 birds caught within the survey area on limesticks

In total 1,687,386 birds could have been killed in mist nets and on limesticks within the
survey area during autumn 2015. Assuming that the survey area accounts for 75% of the
trapping activity in Cyprus, the bird death toll across Cyprus is:

=1,687,386 /75%

= 2,249,847 birds could have been killed in nets and on limesticks across all Cyprus during
autumn 2015.
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Appendix 4
TRIM model description

TRIM (TRends & Indices for Monitoring data) is a program for the analysis of time series of
counts with missing observations. The program can be used to estimate indices and trends
and to assess the effects of covariates on these indices and trends. TRIM analyses time series
of counts, using Poisson regression and produces estimates of yearly indices and trends
(Panneloek & van Strien 2005). If observations are missing, TRIM estimates the missing
values on the basis of changes observed on plots that were monitored.

In other words, TRIM enables us to use the data from all the trapping survey squares ever
surveyed under the BirdLife Cyprus surveillance programme during the autumn period, in
total 104 squares, even though these squares were not all covered each autumn season. The
programme ‘fills in’ missing values for squares that were not covered in a particular year on
the basis of the general trend derived from the data as a whole. The TRIM software (freely
available from http://www.ebcc.info/trim.html) is very widely used for analysis of field data

from ecological or biological studies. It works as an index, setting the first year of a time
series of data the value of 100 (in this case year 2002) and showing up or down changes in
subsequent years relative to this value of 100.

TRIM program allows the user to select various models to undertake the analysis: a) Model
1: No time-effects, b) Model 2: Linear (switching) trend, and c) Model 3: Effects for each
time-point. For the analysis presented in this report BirdLife Cyprus has selected Model 2,
following the advice of RSPB senior conservation scientist Mr Simon Wotton. Below is an
explanation of why.

Which model should one use: the time-effects model or the linear trend model? (Panneloek
& van Strien 2005)
The time effects model (= year effects model in case the time points are years) estimates

parameters for each separate year and should be chosen if one wants to assess indices for
each year. The linear trend model should be chosen if one is interested in testing whether a
trend has happened across a number of years, by selecting one or more years as
changepoints. The linear trend model should also be chosen when the data are too sparse to
run the time effects model. Using the linear trend model also allows testing trends before
and after particular changepoints. Options are (1) to test trends before and after a priori
selected changepoints or (2) to let TRIM search for the substantial changepoints by using
the stepwise procedure. If all years are selected as changepoints, the linear trend model is
equivalent to the time effects model (although it results in a description in terms of trend
slope parameters rather than time point parameters). Note that the linear trend model also
produces indices for each year, but not necessarily based on yearly parameters as in the
time effects model. Instead of yearly parameters, the linear trend uses the trend across a
number of years to approximate the indices.
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BirdLife Cyprus has used the ‘Linear trend model by using the stepwise procedure and with
all years selected as changepoints’ for the trend analysis presented in this report,
following the recommendation of RSPB senior conservation scientist Mr Simon Wotton.

The linear trend model can be run without any changepoints selected. Thereby it imputes
missing counts based on the trend over the whole period studied. Be careful in using the
model without any changepoints; the resulting indices might be unrealistic (this is the key
point why this approach was not recommended and all years were selected as
changepoints).
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Appendix 5

Shortlist of media coverage related to illegal bird trapping for 2015
The list is divided in following categories for 2015 (calendar year), coming up to February
2016:

TV coverage

Radio coverage

Articles quoting BirdLife Cyprus

Articles on Strategic Action Plan, the ‘alternative plan’ and illegal bird trapping

Articles regarding the ‘Review of illegal killing of birds in the Mediterranean’ by BirdLife
International

Coverage regarding the picture posted by MP Xamboullas on social media

Coverage on Acacia removal in Cape Pyla

Coverage on Commission’s reply regarding the ‘alternative plan’ derogation

Coverage on Celebrity photo campaign

TV coverage

1.

AeAtio el6noswv. Mega 15/5/15. Anhwon: NatoaAn XtuAlovou, Asttoupydc MME,
Mtnvoloyikdc News broadcast. Mega 15/5/15. Quote: Natalie Stylianou, Media Officer,
BirdLife Cyprus

Evnuépwon twpa. Mega 18/5/15. NpookekAnuévol: Khaipn MNarndloyAou, EkteAeoTikn
A/vtpla NtnvoloytkoU, kot Euyéviog XapmouAAdg, BOUAEUTHC KOl UTTOGTNPLKTAC
«evaAhaktikoU oxedloopou» Enimerosi tora. Mega 18/5/15.

Invited speakers: Clairie Papazoglou, BirdLife Cyprus Executive Director, and Evgenios
Hamboullas, MP and ‘alternative plan’ supporter

Ao pépa o pépa. PIK1 18/5/15. NpookekAnuévol: KAeitog NamaotuAlavou,
Emotnpovikog uvepydtng Evavria otn AaBpobnpia MouAwwv otnv Kimpo Committee
Against Bird Slaughter (CABS) & Foundation Pro Biodiversity (SPA), Euyéviog
XapurtouA\Gg, BoUAEUTAC KoL UTTOOTNPLKTAC «EVOANaKTIKOU oxedlacpol» Apo mera se
mera. CYBC1 18/5/15.

Invited speakers: Klitos Papastylianou, Policy Advisor on Bird Poaching in Cyprus,
Committee Against Bird Slaughter (CABS) & Foundation Pro Biodiversity (SPA), and
Evgenios Hamboullas, MP and ‘alternative plan’ supporter

ATo pépa oe pépa. PIK1 14/7/15. NpookekAnpévn: NataAn Ztuliavol, AELITOUPYOG
MME, MtnvoAoyLKog.

Apo mera se mera. CYBC1 14/7/15. Invited speaker: Natalie Stylianou, Media Officer,
BirdLife Cyprus

Radio coverage

1.

Taoog TpUdwvocg-Xplotidva Aptepiou. Love FM 15/5/15. TnAsdwvikr mapéppoon:
NataAn ZtuAlavou, Asttoupyog MME, MTNVoAoOYIKOG.

Tassos Tryfonos-Christiana Artemiou. Love FM 15/5/15. Telephone intervention: Natalie
Stylianou, Media Officer, BirdLife Cyprus

Mpwwo ApopoAdylo. Tpito mpdypappa PIK 18/5/15. TnAedpwviki cuvevteuén: Khaipn
MNamaloyhou, Exteheotikr A/vtpla Mtnvoloyikou, kat Euyéviog XaumouAAdg, Bouleuthg
KOl UTTOOTNPLKTHG «EVOANAKTIKOU OXESLAGHUOU»

Proino Dromologio. Third programme CYBC 18/5/15. Telephone interview: Clairie
Papazoglou, BirdLife Cyprus Executive Director, and Evgenios Hamboullas, MP and
‘alternative plan’ supporter

MpwtvA ék6oon. Padlo Aotpa 18/5/15. ThAedwvikn cuvévteuén: Khaipn NamdloyAou,
EkteAeotikn A/vtplo NMtnvoloytkou, kot Euyéviog XapumouAAdg, Bouleutng Kot
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UTIOOTNPLKTAG «EVAAANAKTIKOU OXESLAGUOU»

Proini ekdosi. Radio Astra 18/5/15. Telephone interview: Clairie Papazoglou, BirdLife
Cyprus Executive Director, and Evgenios Hamboullas, MP and ‘alternative plan’
supporter 34

Tothemaonline.com 19/5/15. MpookekAnpévoc: Euyéviog XapumouAAdg, BouleuTrig Kat
UTLOOTNPLKTAG «EVAANAKTIKOU oxedlacpou». TnAsdwvikn mapepPacn: KAeitog
Mamnaotullavou, Emotnpovikdg Tuvepydtng Evavtia otn Aabpobnpia MouvAwwv otnv
KOmpo Committee Against Bird Slaughter (CABS) & Foundation Pro Biodiversity (SPA)
Tothemaonline.com 19/5/15. Invited speaker: Evgenios Hamboullas, MP and ‘alternative
plan’ supporter. Telephone intervention: Klitos Papastylianou, Policy Advisor on Bird
Poaching in Cyprus, Committee Against Bird Slaughter (CABS) & Foundation Pro
Biodiversity (SPA)

H dappa twv {wwv. Padlo Aotpa 21/5/15. NpookekAnuévn: Natain ItuAavou,
Aettoupyog MME, Ntnvoloyikog | farma ton zoon. Radio Astra 21/5/15.

Invited speaker: Natalie Stylianou, Media Officer, BirdLife Cyprus

AgAtio OuelAng. 107,6 25/5/15. TnAsdwvikn cuvevieuén: Khaipn Mamaloylov,
ExteAeotikn A/vtpla Mtnvoloyikou

Deltio Thyellis. 107,6 25/5/15. Telephone Interview: Clairie Papazoglou, BirdLife Cyprus
Executive Director

Padio Aotpa 15/12/15. TnAedwvikr ouvévteuén: Khaipn NamdaloyAou, EkteAeoTik
A/vtpla NMtnvoloytkou

Radio Astra 15/12/15. Telephone interview: Clairie Papazoglou, BirdLife Cyprus
Executive Director

Tpito Mpoypappa. 15/12/15. TnAepwvikr) ouvevteuén: Khaipn NamndloyAou, EkteAeotikn
A/vtpla Ntnvoloyikol

Third Programme. 15/12/15. Telephone interview: Clairie Papazoglou, BirdLife Cyprus
Executive Director

107,6 16/12/15 TnAedwvikn cuvévteuén: Khaipn MamaloyAov, Ekteheotiky A/vipla
Mtnvoloylkou

107,6 16/12/15 Telephone interview: Clairie Papazoglou, BirdLife Cyprus Executive
Director

Articles quoting BirdLife Cyprus

1.

Avolyel 0 5pOpOG VOULHOTIOINGNC TOU KUVNYLOU apmeAomouAlwy — QUeAAa avtidpdoswv
ard neplBarAovtikéc opyavwoelg. 16/5/15 http://www.philenews.com/el-
gr/eidiseisperivallon/51/257144/anoigei-o-dromos-nomimopoiisis-tou-kynigiou-
ampelopoulion

OAa 600 TIPEMEL vaL EEPELS YLOL TO KUVAYL TWV AUTTEAOTIOUALWYV [TTOU €PYXETAL CUVTOUA]
17/5/15 http://city.sigmalive.com/article/10932/ola-osa-prepei-na-xereis-gia-kynigi-
tonampelopoylion-poy-erhetai-syntoma

«MoAepog» yla ta apmelonovAla. 20/5/15
http://www.sigmalive.com/news/local/233802/quotpolemosquot-gia-ta-ampelopoulia
BirdLife Cyprus slams government plans to allow bird trapping 15/5/15
http://www.cyprusexpat.co.uk/blog/read/id:5908/bird-life-cyprus-slams-
governmentplans-to-allow-bird-trapping

Deceived by the government. Cyprus Mail 16/5/15 p3

Dr Papazoglou: , The Law on lllegal Bird Trapping has not Been Implemented Effectively”
19/8/15 http://www.goldnews.com.cy/en/companies/dr.-papazoglou--%E2%80%9Cthe-
law-on-illegal-bird-trapping-has-not-been-implemented-effectively%E2%80%9D

General articles on Strategic Action Plan, the ‘alternative plan’ and illegal bird trapping
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http://www.goldnews.com.cy/en/companies/dr.-papazoglou--%E2%80%9Cthe-law-on-illegal-bird-trapping-has-not-been-implemented-effectively%E2%80%9D

10.
11.
12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

Anodaon YroupytkoU Zuppouldiov — Wayxvouv mapabupdkt yla Bripsuon
aprteAorouAtwy. 14/5/15 http://www.philenews.com/el-
gr/topstories/885/256766/psachnoun-parathyraki-gia-thirefsi-ampelopoulion

Yx€610 Katd tng mapdvoung mayidsuong movAwwv 14/5/15
http://dialogos.com.cy/blog/schedio-kata-tis-paranomis-pagidefsis-poulion/ 35 3.
Kovtpa XapmouAd — TpUdwvog yla Ta apmeAomoUALa... pe ¢povto ta Kokkivoxwpla
15/5/15 http://neammochostos.com/ei-champoullas-ke-t-trifonos-kontraristikan-
stoaera-gia-ta-ampelopoulia/

Emutpénetal to kuvAyL MoAitng 16/5/15 oel 1 & 34 6. Avolyel o 5popog vopLpomnoinong
TOU KUVNyLoU Twv apnehomouAtwv. OheAelBepog 16/5/15 oeh 24

AlaBdote mola Ba sival To AMOTEAECUATO VOULLOTIOINGNG TOU KUVNYLOU OUTTEAOTIOUALWY
16/5/15 http://neammochostos.com/diavaste-pia-tha-ine-ta-
apotelesmatanomimopiisis-tou-kinigiou-ampelopoulion/

H paxn tou Euyéviou XapumouAAd. NoAitng 17/5/15 oel 20

Aepofoio drounép kal adevtoveg. MoAitng 17/5/15 oeh 1 & 20

Mrtfike umpootd o XaurnouA\ag 19/5/15 http://www.philenews.com/el-
gr/eidiseisparaskinio/40/257475/mpike-brosta-o-champoullas

Oa natdtel tn AaBpobnpia To KUVHyL AUTEAOTIOUALWY LoXUPLloTNKE 0 XOUMOUAAS
(Bivteo) 20/5/15 http://www.tothemaonline.com/filozooi/2015/05/20/ampelopoulia/
Ouoomovdia NeptBarlovtikwy Opyavwoewy. Katadikalel T XaAOPWOELS YLa KUVNYL
nienvwv 23/5/15 http://offsite.com.cy/katadikazi-tis-chalarosis-gia-kinigi-ptinon/

Ta aprteAomoUALa £xouv oxupn Pndo. Snuepwn 23/5/15 oel 8

Ta aprteAomoUALa Tou K. XapmouAd. NoAitng 23/5/15 ogh 12

Ta aprteAomoVALa sival Peudaiodnon. H kaOnuepwvr 24/5/15 ogh 12
http://www.kathimerini.com.cy/index.php?pageaction=kat&modid=1&artid=207760
Juvévteuén Euyéviou Xapumould oto «NA»: «Eival codEc, erutpEnetal n Opeuon tou
apreAomouAtlol kotd mapékAion». 31/5/15
http://neammochostos.com/sinentefxievgeniou-champoula-sto-na-ine-safes-epitrepete-
i-thirefsi-tou-ampelopouliou-katapareklisi/

Ta poodve yla... apmedomolALa yia Adyouc Bpwong kot Ydwv! MoAitng 1/6/15 oeh
1&6

‘Héelg aditelc ol TomoOetroelg Koppatwy — Kaive ot 11 Bouleutikec €8pec. Ta paocave
yla apmnehonoVALa 2/6/15 http://www.politis-news.com/cgibin/hweb?-A=293893&-
V=articles

@€Ahouv aumnelonouALa ol Bouleutég. 2/6/15
http://www.sotiranews.com/2015/06/blog-post _9.htm|?m=1

EKTOC «KOKKLVOU KataAdyou» tng Eupwrng ta apnelomnovAa! 7/6/15
http://apokalipsi.com/site/?p=7572

Jtnv Koptolov n anodaon yua und opoug Brjpeuon apmelonouAwwy 1/7/15
http://www.sigmalive.com/news/local/245911/stin-komision-i-apofasi-gia-ypo-
orousthirefsi-ampelopoulion

AurmelomoUALa pe to {0ptL O£Aouv oL Tuvayepuikoi 1/7/15
http://dialogos.com.cy/blog/ampelopoulia-me-to-zori-theloun-i-sinagermiki/
Avapévetal £ykplon Koutolov yia umo 6pouc Bripeuon apmnehonovAtwy 1/7/15
http://www.philenews.com/el-gr/koinonia-eidiseis/160/264913/anamenetai-
egkrisikomision-gia-ypo-orous-thirefsi-ampelopoulion

Ytnv Koptoldv o teAlkog Adyog yia to kKuvAyL oprtedorouAtwv. OheAelBepog 2/7/15 oel
18

AurtehomoUALa LE... pAourEp, aspoPoro kat odpevdova. 2/7/15
http://neammochostos.com/ampelopoulia-me-flomper-aerovolo-ke-sdendona/
Euyévioc o Tpopepog 2/7/15 http://dialogos.com.cy/blog/evgenios-o-tromeros/
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http://www.philenews.com/el-gr/topstories/885/256766/psachnoun-parathyraki-gia-thirefsi-ampelopoulion
http://www.philenews.com/el-gr/topstories/885/256766/psachnoun-parathyraki-gia-thirefsi-ampelopoulion
http://neammochostos.com/ei-champoullas-ke-t-trifonos-kontraristikan-stoaera-gia-ta-ampelopoulia/
http://neammochostos.com/ei-champoullas-ke-t-trifonos-kontraristikan-stoaera-gia-ta-ampelopoulia/
http://www.philenews.com/el-gr/eidiseisparaskinio/40/257475/mpike-brosta-o-champoullas
http://www.philenews.com/el-gr/eidiseisparaskinio/40/257475/mpike-brosta-o-champoullas
http://www.tothemaonline.com/filozooi/2015/05/20/ampelopoulia/
http://offsite.com.cy/katadikazi-tis-chalarosis-gia-kinigi-ptinon/
http://www.kathimerini.com.cy/index.php?pageaction=kat&modid=1&artid=207760
http://neammochostos.com/sinentefxievgeniou-champoula-sto-na-ine-safes-epitrepete-i-thirefsi-tou-ampelopouliou-katapareklisi/
http://neammochostos.com/sinentefxievgeniou-champoula-sto-na-ine-safes-epitrepete-i-thirefsi-tou-ampelopouliou-katapareklisi/
http://www.sotiranews.com/2015/06/blog-post_9.html?m=1
http://apokalipsi.com/site/?p=7572
http://www.sigmalive.com/news/local/245911/stin-komision-i-apofasi-gia-ypo-orousthirefsi-ampelopoulion
http://www.sigmalive.com/news/local/245911/stin-komision-i-apofasi-gia-ypo-orousthirefsi-ampelopoulion
http://dialogos.com.cy/blog/ampelopoulia-me-to-zori-theloun-i-sinagermiki/
http://www.philenews.com/el-gr/koinonia-eidiseis/160/264913/anamenetai-egkrisikomision-gia-ypo-orous-thirefsi-ampelopoulion
http://www.philenews.com/el-gr/koinonia-eidiseis/160/264913/anamenetai-egkrisikomision-gia-ypo-orous-thirefsi-ampelopoulion
http://neammochostos.com/ampelopoulia-me-flomper-aerovolo-ke-sdendona/
http://dialogos.com.cy/blog/evgenios-o-tromeros/

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

Kuviyt apmnehomouAwwv; #Not_in_my_name 14/7/15
http://www.sigmalive.com/simerini/analiseis/249181/kynigi-
ampelopoulionnotinmyname

Govt. proposes ‘selective’ hunting of songbirds. Cyprus Mail 14/5/15
http://cyprusmail.com/2015/05/14/govt-proposes-selective-trapping-of-songbirds/
Our View: Proposed changes to bird hunting is about catching votes, not saving
ambelopoulia. Cyprus Mail 19/5/15 p13 http://cyprus-mail.com/2015/05/19/our-
viewproposed-changes-to-bird-hunting-all-about-votes/

A gastronomical crime. Cyprus Mail 24/5/15 http://cyprus-
mail.com/2015/05/24/agastronomical-crime/

Environment chairman calls for bird hunting plan to be tabled at parliament. 2/6/15
http://cyprus-mail.com/2015/06/02/environment-chairman-calls-for-bird-hunting-
planto-be-tabled-at-parliament/

Concerns raised over selective hunting proposal. Cyprus Mail 2/7/15 p3
http://cyprusmail.com/2015/07/02/concerns-raised-over-selective-hunting-proposal/
2015-08-07 KYNHIT AMNEAONOYAQN KAI KOYBENTEZ TOY KAMENE - KYNHTI
KYNOAOTIA 216

Bird trapping ‘lowest ever detected during spring season’ 12/8/15 http://famagusta-
gazette.com/bird-trapping-lowest-ever-detected-during-spring-season-p29133-69.htm
2015-08-12 BIRD TRAPPERS ARE FEELING THE PRESSURE - CYPRUS MAILpl1 & 3
2015-08-21 HUNTING CALL - CYPRUS MAIL p4

2015-08-24 EKTOX EAEFXOY H AAOPOGHPIA XTHN KYIMNPO - OINEAEYOEPOZ 21 & 3
SBA raid on bird trappers at Cape Pyla 27/8/15 http://famagusta-gazette.com/sba-raid-
on-bird-trappers-at-cape-pyla-p29445-69.htm

SBA police in bird trapping seizures 27/8/15 http://in-cyprus.com/sba-police-in-bird-
trapping-seizures/

«Blopnyavio» eykAwpBLopoU MOUALWV e UNXavES Kat E0PBepya o xwpddt 73xpovng
12/9/15 http://offsite.com.cy/viomichania-egklovismou-poulion-me-michanes-ke-
xoverga-se-chorafi-73chronis/

Koévvoc: Eotnoav oAOKANpN £TIXELPNON VLA VA «TILAVOUV» aUTIEAOTIOUALA KOl AypLOL
nTNVa — toug palehe n MMAA 12/9/15
http://www.tothemaonline.com/egklima/2015/09/12/konnos-berga

Poacher arrested and charged in Famagusta area 13/9/15 http://cyprus-
mail.com/2015/09/13/poacher-arrested-and-charged-in-famagusta-area/
Amnayopeupéva péoa cUANYNG dyplwy mtnvwy 20/9/15
http://www.antliwo.com/news/cyprus/article/218327/apagoreumena-mesa-sullipsis-
agrion-ptinon/

Bird Trapping Nets Cyprus More Bad Publicity 29/9/15
http://www.cyprusnewsreport.com/2015/09/bird-trapping-nets-cyprus-more-bad-
publicity/?utm_content=buffer965f8&utm_medium=social&utm source=twitter.com&u
tm_campaign=buffer

EKOTOMUUPLO ATTOSNUNTIKA TTTNVA KATAAYOUV O KUTIPLOKEG TaBEépveg 29/9/15
http://www.politis-news.com/cgibin/hweb?-A=303157&-V=articles

2015-10-01 2TA AIXTYA MIANONTAI ZYXNA KAI MOYAIA ZMANIA - MPAZINH AZMNIAA 239
Ntou Onpag yla aprehonolAla oe Qpévapog, Auyopou, Aométpt 2/10/15
http://www.sigmalive.com/news/local/272115/ntou-thiras-gia-ampelopoulia-se-
frenaros-avgorou-liopetri

ZAAwoayv nayideg dyplwv mrtnvwy ota Kokkivoywpeta 2/10/15
http://www.kathimerini.com.cy/index.php?pageaction=kat&modid=1&artid=220386
«lepdro» Sutpepo ya tnv uTt. Onpag ota Kokkivoxwpta 2/10/15
http://dialogos.com.cy/blog/gemato-diimero-gia-tin-ip-thiras-sta-kokkinochoria/
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http://www.sigmalive.com/simerini/analiseis/249181/kynigi-ampelopoulionnotinmyname
http://www.sigmalive.com/simerini/analiseis/249181/kynigi-ampelopoulionnotinmyname
http://cyprusmail.com/2015/05/14/govt-proposes-selective-trapping-of-songbirds/
http://cyprus-mail.com/2015/05/19/our-viewproposed-changes-to-bird-hunting-all-about-votes/
http://cyprus-mail.com/2015/05/19/our-viewproposed-changes-to-bird-hunting-all-about-votes/
http://cyprus-mail.com/2015/05/24/agastronomical-crime/
http://cyprus-mail.com/2015/05/24/agastronomical-crime/
http://cyprus-mail.com/2015/06/02/environment-chairman-calls-for-bird-hunting-planto-be-tabled-at-parliament/
http://cyprus-mail.com/2015/06/02/environment-chairman-calls-for-bird-hunting-planto-be-tabled-at-parliament/
http://cyprusmail.com/2015/07/02/concerns-raised-over-selective-hunting-proposal/
http://famagusta-gazette.com/bird-trapping-lowest-ever-detected-during-spring-season-p29133-69.htm
http://famagusta-gazette.com/bird-trapping-lowest-ever-detected-during-spring-season-p29133-69.htm
http://famagusta-gazette.com/sba-raid-on-bird-trappers-at-cape-pyla-p29445-69.htm
http://famagusta-gazette.com/sba-raid-on-bird-trappers-at-cape-pyla-p29445-69.htm
http://in-cyprus.com/sba-police-in-bird-trapping-seizures/
http://in-cyprus.com/sba-police-in-bird-trapping-seizures/
http://offsite.com.cy/viomichania-egklovismou-poulion-me-michanes-ke-xoverga-se-chorafi-73chronis/
http://offsite.com.cy/viomichania-egklovismou-poulion-me-michanes-ke-xoverga-se-chorafi-73chronis/
http://www.tothemaonline.com/egklima/2015/09/12/konnos-berga
http://cyprus-mail.com/2015/09/13/poacher-arrested-and-charged-in-famagusta-area/
http://cyprus-mail.com/2015/09/13/poacher-arrested-and-charged-in-famagusta-area/
http://www.ant1iwo.com/news/cyprus/article/218327/apagoreumena-mesa-sullipsis-agrion-ptinon/
http://www.ant1iwo.com/news/cyprus/article/218327/apagoreumena-mesa-sullipsis-agrion-ptinon/
http://www.cyprusnewsreport.com/2015/09/bird-trapping-nets-cyprus-more-bad-publicity/?utm_content=buffer965f8&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer
http://www.cyprusnewsreport.com/2015/09/bird-trapping-nets-cyprus-more-bad-publicity/?utm_content=buffer965f8&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer
http://www.cyprusnewsreport.com/2015/09/bird-trapping-nets-cyprus-more-bad-publicity/?utm_content=buffer965f8&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer
http://www.politis-news.com/cgibin/hweb?-A=303157&-V=articles
http://www.sigmalive.com/news/local/272115/ntou-thiras-gia-ampelopoulia-se-frenaros-avgorou-liopetri
http://www.sigmalive.com/news/local/272115/ntou-thiras-gia-ampelopoulia-se-frenaros-avgorou-liopetri
http://www.kathimerini.com.cy/index.php?pageaction=kat&modid=1&artid=220386
http://dialogos.com.cy/blog/gemato-diimero-gia-tin-ip-thiras-sta-kokkinochoria/
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2015-10-03 EMIXEIPHZH ZKOYNA TTA AMMNEAOTOYAIA - XAPAYIH 27

2015-10-03 EKANAN MNAPTI AAOGPOGHPIAZ - AAHOEIA 238

Tpelg urtoBoeic AaBpoBnpiag oto Auyodpou 4/10/15
http://www.antliwo.com/news/cyprus/article/219544/treis-upotheseis-lathrothirias-
sto-augorou/javascript:/

Aiytua mayideuong aypLwyv MTNVWY Kal EOBEpya EVIOTIOTNKAV O TPELS AYPOLKIEG OTO
Auyopou 4/10/15 http://maxhnews.com/content/58696

Aiytua kot E6Bepya paleue xBeg n MMAA oto Auyopou 4/10/15
http://dialogos.com.cy/blog/dichtia-ke-xoverga-mazeve-chthes-i-mmad-sto-avgorou/
2015-10-05 AIAMAPTYPIATIA TIZ AIQ=EIZ - AAHOEIA 238

2015-10-09 KATAZXEOHKAN EIAH MATIAEYZHZ MOYAIQN - ZHMEPINH 219

2015-10-09 NEEZ EQOAOI INA AMNEAOMOYAIA - XAPAYIH 312

2015-10-09 KATAZXEOHKAN EIAH MATIAEYZHZ ATPIQN MTHNQN - AAHOEIA 238
2015-10-09 ARRESTS FOR BIRD TRAPPING - CYPRUS MAIL p3 http://cyprus-
mail.com/2015/10/08/arrests-for-bird-trapping/

2015-10-09 POLICE RESCUE TRAPPED OWL FROM MIST NET - CYPRUS WEEKLY p76
2015-12-02 BIG BUSINESS OF BIRD TRAPPING IN CYPRUS - CYPRUS MAIL 22
http://cyprus-mail.com/2015/12/01/the-big-busineping-in-cyprus/

«Aev Ba £pBw Koumpo ot Eavar» 2/12/15 http://city.sigmalive.com/article/14731/den-
tha-ertho-kypro-pote-xana

2015-12-06 BIRD TRAPPING - SUNDAY MAIL LIVING 23

H mayideuon apmelomouAilwy amayopeleTal ano to 1974, avadépel to Mpadeio
Eritpomnou NepiBdaAiovtog 16/12/15 http://maxhnews.com/content/60868

Odkelog AurehomovAwa: O tlipog ekatoppupiwv kat ot Eup. Kupwoeig 20/12/15
http://capital.sigmalive.com/story/12636360/f-ampelopoulia-i-mauri-agora-o-tziros-
ekatommurion-kai-oi-eur-kuroseis

6 KUTplol ypadioteg pog eUxovtal KaOAEC yLOPTEG [He Tov «AdBog» Tpomo] 24/12/15
http://city.sigmalive.com/article/15054/6-kyprioi-grafistes-mas-eyhontai-kales-giortes-
me-ton-lathos-tropo

Cyprus 2015: A Look Back at the Top 10 Stories of the Year 31/12/15
http://www.sigmalive.com/en/news/local/139399/cyprus-2015-a-look-back-at-the-top-
10-stories-of-the-year

H yvwpun evog véou MapaAuvitn ylo ta apmnelonoviia 6/1/16
http://www.sigmalive.com/news/local/297529/i-gnomi-enos-neou-paralimniti-gia-ta-
ampelopoulia

Slaughter of the song birds 26/1/16 http://www.nature.com/news/slaughter-of-the-
song-birds-1.19222

“Nature” shames Cyprus on ambelopoulia 27/1/16 http://in-cyprus.com/nature-shames-
cyprus-on-ambelopoulia/

Articles regarding the ‘Review of illegal killing of birds in the Mediterranean’ by BirdLife
International

1.

25m birds illegally killed in the Mediterranean each year, says report 21/8/15
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/aug/21/25m-birds-illegally-killed-in-
mediterranean-each-year-says-report

H Appoxwotog xelpotepn tonobeoia yia mapavoun Bavdatwon mouAlwv otn Meodyelo
21/8/15 http://www.philenews.com/el-gr/koinonia-eidiseis/160/272548/i-
ammochostos-cheiroteri-topothesia-gia-paranomi-thanatosi-poulion-sti-mesogeio

25 gkatopplpla toulld Bavatwvovtal mapdvopa otn Meooyelo kdbe xpovo 5/9/15
http://m.lifo.gr/now/world/74777
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http://city.sigmalive.com/article/15054/6-kyprioi-grafistes-mas-eyhontai-kales-giortes-me-ton-lathos-tropo
http://www.sigmalive.com/en/news/local/139399/cyprus-2015-a-look-back-at-the-top-10-stories-of-the-year
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http://www.sigmalive.com/news/local/297529/i-gnomi-enos-neou-paralimniti-gia-ta-ampelopoulia
http://www.sigmalive.com/news/local/297529/i-gnomi-enos-neou-paralimniti-gia-ta-ampelopoulia
http://www.nature.com/news/slaughter-of-the-song-birds-1.19222
http://www.nature.com/news/slaughter-of-the-song-birds-1.19222
http://in-cyprus.com/nature-shames-cyprus-on-ambelopoulia/
http://in-cyprus.com/nature-shames-cyprus-on-ambelopoulia/
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/aug/21/25m-birds-illegally-killed-in-mediterranean-each-year-says-report
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/aug/21/25m-birds-illegally-killed-in-mediterranean-each-year-says-report
http://www.philenews.com/el-gr/koinonia-eidiseis/160/272548/i-ammochostos-cheiroteri-topothesia-gia-paranomi-thanatosi-poulion-sti-mesogeio
http://www.philenews.com/el-gr/koinonia-eidiseis/160/272548/i-ammochostos-cheiroteri-topothesia-gia-paranomi-thanatosi-poulion-sti-mesogeio
http://m.lifo.gr/now/world/74777
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2015-08-22 3 KOTQONOYME TA NOYAIA £THN KYMPO - 2HMEPINH 217
http://www.sigmalive.com/simerini/news/259719/skotonoume-ta-poulia-stin-kypro
2015-08-22 2,3 EKAT MOYAIA ©GANATQONONTAI NAPANOMA - OINEAEYOEPOZ 314
2015-08-22 OHZAYPOZ MNA TOYZ MNATIAEYTEZ NMOYAIQN H KYMNPOZ - XAPAYIH 29
2015-08-22 APNHTIKH MPQTIA - MOAITHZ 234

Cyprus’ a bird ‘trapper’s treasure island’, according to survey 21/8/15 http://cyprus-
mail.com/2015/08/21/cyprus-a-bird-trappers-treasure-island-according-to-survey/
‘Bird trappers treasure island’. Cyprus Mail 22/8/15p 1 & 3

Conservationists appalled at illegal killing of 25m birds a year in the Mediterranean
26/8/15 http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/aug/26/conservationists-
appalled-at-illegal-killing-of-25m-birds-a-year-in-the-

mediterranean?CMP=share btn link

Coverage regarding the picture posted by MP Xamboullas on social media

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

BouAeutng mootape GWTo UE aumeAOTTOUALN [CUVTOUO KOL OTOL ECTLOTOPLO, UTIOOXETOL!]
13/12/15 http://city.sigmalive.com/article/14901/voyleytis-postare-foto-me-
ampelopoylia-syntoma-kai-sta-estiatoria-yposhetai

Tpwel apmnelomnoUALa; Asite tn dwtoypadia mou Snuoocicuoe o Bouheutng tou AHIY —
Ta oxoAla Sika oag (pwrtoypadieg — Bivreo) 13/12/15 http://offsite.com.cy/dite-tin-
fotografia-pou-dimosiefse-o-vouleftis-tou-disi-ta-scholia-dika-sas-fotografies-vinteo/
Ta apmeAomoUALa Tou XourmouAAd 14/12/15 http://www.philenews.com/el-gr/eidiseis-
paraskinio/40/290345/ta-ampelopoulia-tou-champoulla

BouAeutng AHXY moldpel meprndavog Pe pLo motéAa apmnelonoUAla 14/12/15
http://www.reporter.com.cy/local-news/article/18853/boyleftis-toy-disy-pozarei-
perifanos-me-mia-piatela-ampelopoylia#.Vm5h4FNkZwE

Maipvel anootacslg amd XaumouAAd o AHZY 14/12/15
http://dialogos.com.cy/blog/perni-apostasis-apo-champoulla-o-disi/

Avakoivwon AHZY yia apmnelonovAla XapmouAhad - Mwe amavtd o (tog 14/12/15
http://www.philenews.com/el-gr/top-stories/885/290389/anakoinosi-disy-gia-
ampelopoulia-champoulla-pos-apanta-o-idios

KaA£g yloptég KUpLe XaUmoUAAd. AuTOG o ToTog Sev Ba aAAGEeL ToTE. KaAEG YLOPTES
14/12/15 http://city.sigmalive.com/article/14912/kales-giortes-kyrie-hampoylla-aytos-o-
topos-den-tha-allaxei-pote-kales-giortes

Cypriot MP serves up ‘protected’ song bird 14/12/15 http://in-cyprus.com/cypriot-mp-
serves-up-protected-song-bird-for-dinner/

O BouAeutng mou dnuoocicuoe pwrtoypadia e AUIMEAOTIOUALA XOPAKTIPLOE
«apyooxohouc» 6oouc aoxoAndnkav 14/12/15 http://offsite.com.cy/o-vouleftis-pou-
dimosiefse-fotografia-me-ampelopoulia-charaktirise-argoscholous-osous-ascholithikan/
XaumouA\ag: «Av evoxAnoe kamoloug n ¢wrtoypadia pou, mpopAnud toug» 14/12/15
http://www.kathimerini.com.cy/mobile.php?modid=2&artid=226623

Avakoivwon AHZY yia apmnelonovAla XapmouAd — MNwg amovtd o (Stog 14/12/15
http://www.philenews.com/el-gr/top-stories/885/290389/ektetheimeno-afinei-o-disy-
ton-champoulla-gia-ta-ampelopoulia

YGaAog yla ta apmelomovAla — Katd tou Euyéviou XapmouAAd Kot To Koppo yia ta Zwa
14/12/15 http://www.philenews.com/el-gr/koinonia-eidiseis/160/290476/kata-tou-
evgeniou-champoulla-kai-to-komma-gia-ta-zoa

XOUmoUAdc: «Apav pou ta Bdlouv pmpootd pou Oa ta tpww» 14/12/15
http://www.24h.com.cy/society/item/109595-xampoulas-aman-m-ta-baloun-mprosta-
mou-8a-ta-trww.html

O XapmouAAdG e Ta «omayopeupévar» Tou 14/12/15
http://www.sigmalive.com/news/local/292128/0-xampoullas-me-ta-apagorevmena-tou
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Cyprus MP sparks flap over poached bird dish 14/12/15 http://news.yahoo.com/cyprus-
mp-sparks-flap-over-poached-bird-dish-182021519.html

«Avae pwtlég» n matéda pe ta apmelonoUAla tou XaumouAd 14/12/15
http://apokalipsi.com/site/?p=41813

Anger as Cyprus MP shows off banned dish of songbirds at restaurant 15/12/15
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/dec/15/anger-as-cyprus-mp-shows-off-
banned-dish-of-songbirds-at-restaurant?CMP=twt_a-environment_b-gdneco

Kal o Npoedpoc tng Boulng ta Balel pe tov XapmouAAa 15/12/15
http://www.philenews.com/el-gr/eidiseis-politiki/39/290550/kai-o-proedros-tis-voulis-
ta-vazei-me-ton-champoulla-gia-ta-ampelopoulia

2015-12-15 3ANO NPOKAAEZAN TA AMMNEAOMOYAIA TOY XAMIMOYAAA -
OINEAEYOEPOZ 31 & 11

2015-12-15 ME MIA NMIATEAA ME AMMEAOMNOYAIA TMTPOKAAEI NA TON 2YAAABOYN O
EYI XAMMNOYAAAZ TOY AHZY - XAPAYIH 21 & 12

2015-12-15 KAIEI H ®QTO ME TA AMMNEAOMNOYAIA - 2 HMEPINH 21 & 16

2015-12-15 DISY MP POSTS PHOTO OF HIS ILLEGAL GAME AT DINNER TABLE - CYPRUS
MAIL 25

Emtpuével o BouAeuTng yla ta apmeAomouAla — «Agv Ba oag w oUTe oo ol ta
nipopunOsopat ovte mou ta Bpiokw» 15/12/15 http://offsite.com.cy/epimeni-o-
vouleftis-gia-ta-ampelopoulia-den-tha-sas-po-oute-apo-pou-ta-promithevome-oute-
pou-ta-vrisko-vinteo/

Ambelopoulia eating MP hits back at ‘hypocrites’ 15/12/15 http://in-
cyprus.com/ambelopoulia-eating-mp-hits-back-at-hypocrites/

Anger after Hamboullas’ songbird image post 15/12/15
http://www.sigmalive.com/en/news/local/138806/anger-after-hamboullas-songbird-
image-post

A&Lopeuntn mpdén n evépyeta tou E. XapmouAAd 15/12/15 http://www.politis-
news.com/cgibin/hweb?-A=310055&-V=articles

Ytnv Guardian o XaumouAdg kat to apreAomnoUAta 15/12/15
http://www.sigmalive.com/news/local/292283/stin-guardian-o-xampoulas-kai-
ampelopoulia

Kivnua OtkoAdywv NeptBardovtiotwy — Kivduvo mpoaotipou and tnv Eupwrn
avTeTwrtilel n KOmpoc yia tov Bouleutr) mou Tpwel apmelomnoVALla 15/12/15
http://offsite.com.cy/kindino-prostimou-apo-tin-evropi-antimetopizi-i-kipros-gia-ton-
voulefti-pou-troi-ampelopoulia/

«Na mapgppel n Actuvopia kat o Fevikog Eloayyeléag» 15/12/15
http://www.reporter.com.cy/local-news/article/19266/na-parembei-i-astynomia-kai-o-
gnikos-eisangeleas

Aotuvopia: Avapével odnyieg yia to Bépa Xaumoula 15/12/15
http://www.philenews.com/el-gr/top-stories/885/290595/astynomia-anamenei-odigies-
gia-to-thema-champoulla

House president, parties condemn MP’s songbird photo 15/12/15 http://cyprus-
mail.com/2015/12/15/71279/

Idaytnkav yo to apredormoVALa XapumouAAdg — TooupoUAAnG oto Siyua 14/12/15
http://www.reporter.com.cy/local-news/article/19145/sfachtikan-ga-ta-ampelopoylia-
champoyllas-tsoyroyllis-sto-siga-binteo

Cypriot MP in songbird super scandal 15/12/15 http://www.dw.com/en/global-ideas-
cyprus-songbird-poaching-environment/a-18919242

MapakolouBsital and tnv Actuvouia to Bépa XapumouAAd 15/12/15
http://www.sigmalive.com/news/local/292298/parakoloutheitai-apo-tin-astynomia-to-
thema-xampoula
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AG washes hands of ambelopoulia post 15/12/15 http://in-cyprus.com/ag-washes-
hands-on-ambelopoulia-post/

Euyéviog Xapmouldg: «Kakwg éBola tn pwrtoypadia pe ta apnsdornovia» 13/1/16
http://www.ilovestyle.com/article/60262/eygenios-hampoylas-kakos-evala-ti-fotografia-
me-ta-ampelopoylia-sto-facebook

O Euyéviog XapmouAAdg oto onlycy.com — Atdakeg ou 8a culntnBolv 25/1/16
http://www.onlycy.com/articles/kyria-themata/politiki/51318-0-eygenios-hampoyllas-
sto-onlycycom-atakes-poy-tha-syzitithoyn

2016-01-30 REPREHENSIBLE BUT NO CRIMINAL CASE AGAINST MP HAMBOULLAS -
CYPRUS MAIL 25 http://cyprus-mail.com/2016/01/29/though-reprehensible-no-criminal-
case-against-mp-hamboullas/

«XaumouAAd pou, koraoe...!» 3/2/16
http://www.24news.com.cy/index.php?pageaction=kat&modid=1&artid=54234
AvBpwrog tou modoodaipou: «XaumouAAd Hou KOmLaoe...» 3/2/16
http://www.tothemaonline.com/para-thema/2016/02/03/ampelopouliahampoullll/

Coverage on Acacia removal in Cape Pyla

1.

AnoiAwvouv To 6acog Zulodayou ol Bpetavol yia... mataén tng Aabpobnpiag twv
apnedonouAtwy 18/12/15 http://www.philenews.com/el-gr/eidiseis-
topika/43/291125/apopsilonoun-to-dasos-xylofagou-oi-vretanoi

Oa nataéouv tn Aabpobnpia anoPiwvovtog ddacog! 19/12/15
http://dialogos.com.cy/blog/tha-pataxoun-ti-lathrothiria-apopsilonontas-

dasos/?utm content=buffer315f6&utm medium=social&utm source=facebook.com&u
tm_ campaign=buffer

Oa mataéouv tn Aabpobnpia amoPiwvovtac to Sacog! 19/12/15
http://dialogos.com.cy/blog/tha-pataxoun-ti-lathrothiria-apopsilonontas-dasos/

Coverage on Commission’s reply regarding the ‘alternative plan’ derogation

1.

Katapynote tnv e€aipeon otnv nayideuon mouvAwwv, 6nAwoe oto KYMNE Ekmpdowrnog tng
Koutowov 15/12/15
http://www.cna.org.cy/webnews.asp?a=79d376a5526b4605a773c9d4578b3c99&windo
w=new

KoBeL kaBe oculntnon yla apmelomnovAta n Koplowov 15/12/15
http://dialogos.com.cy/blog/kovi-kathe-sizitisi-gia-ta-ampelopoulia-i-komision/
Kopwowov: «Katapynote tnv e€aipeon otnv mayidsuon mouvAwwv» 15/12/15
http://www.24h.com.cy/politics/item/109655-komision-katargiste-tin-exeresi-stin-
pagidevsi-poulion.html

Noutkd pétpa evavtiov tng KA yia thv mayideuon mouvAwwy 15/12/15
http://www.sigmalive.com/news/europ/292356/nomika-metra-enantion-tis-kd-gia-tin-
pagidefsi-poulion

‘Epxetat Bapld Kapmadava — Ekmpdowrog tng Kopowov kKaei tnv KOmpo va katapynost

v e€aipeon tng mayideuong mouvAwwv 15/12/15 http://offsite.com.cy/ekprosopos-tis-
komision-kali-tin-kipro-na-katargisi-tin-exeresi-tis-pagidefsis-poulion/

Koptowov: Katapyriote tnv e€aipeon otnv nayibsvon nmouvAwwv 15/12/15
http://www.onlycy.com/articles/kyria-themata/topika/42006-komision-katargiste-tin-
exairesi-stin-pagideysi-poylion

Koptowov: Katapyriote tnv e€aipeon otnv nayibsvon mouvAwwv 15/12/15
http://www.kathimerini.com.cy/index.php?pageaction=kat&modid=1&artid=226778
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11.
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13.

Kopowov: Kapd mapékkAion ylo opmedomovAa 15/12/15
http://www.philenews.com/el-gr/top-stories/885/290607/komision-kamia-parekklisi-
gia-ampelopoulia

Noutkd petpa evavtiov tng Kumpou amnod tnv Kopowov yia 1o BEpa Twv apmeAomouALwy
15/12/15 http://riknews.com.cy/index.php/news/evropi/item/27621-nomika-metra-
enantion-tis-kyprou-apo-ti-komision-gia-to-thema-ampelopoulion

ETLéEVouV otV eTUAEKTLKE Brjpgucn — Zuvavtnon He Thv KouLolov yla to apreAomoUALla
{nta o Xdowkog 17/12/15 http://www.philenews.com/el-gr/koinonia-
eidiseis/160/290960/synantisi-me-tin-komision-gia-ta-ampelopoulia-zita-o-chasikos
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Kopowov: AumelomouAla téAog, SladopeTika mapanounr) oto Awkaothplo tng EE 2/1/16
http://www.philenews.com/el-gr/top-stories/885/292764/komision-ampelopoulia-
telos-diaforerika-parapompi-sto-dikastirio-tis-ee

Cyprus could face EU court over ambelopoulia 2/1/16 http://in-cyprus.com/cyprus-
could-face-eu-court-over-ambelopoulia/

Coverage on Celebrity photo campaign

1.
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Enwvupol otnv ekotpateia “Protect Birds, Not Poachers”/ «Mpootatédte ta Moulid,
‘OxL toug AaBpoBrpeg» 16/12/15
http://www.reporter.com.cy/celebrity/people/article/19655/eponymoi-stin-ekstrateia-
protect-birds-not-poachers-prostatepste-ta-poylia-ochi-toys-
lathrothires#.VnFjjPGP3R1.facebook

Mpootatéyte ta MouAld, OxL toug AabpoBrpeg 17/12/15
http://dialogos.com.cy/blog/prostatepste-ta-poulia-ochi-tous-lathrothires/

OxL og ‘evallaktiko oxedlaouod’ tng mayidevong movAwwv 17/12/15
http://www.philenews.com/el-gr/koinonia-eidiseis/160/291069/ochi-se-enallaktiko-
schediasmo-tis-pagidefsis-poulion

Ta apmeAomoUALa OTO £TtikeVTPOo Kol TtaAL 17/12/15 http://ikypros.com/?p=142539
M'vwotol kaAAtéxveg katd tng Aabpobnpiag twv aumelonouvAwwy 17/12/15
http://www.onlycy.com/articles/kyria-themata/topika/42474-gnostoi-kallitehnes-kata-
tis-lathrothirias-ton-ampelopoylion

OxL og «evOAAAKTLKO oXeSLAOUO» TG ayideuong movAwwy 17/12/15
http://dialogos.com.cy/blog/ochi-se-enallaktiko-schediasmo-tis-pagidefsis-poulion/
MeptBarovikég opyavwoelg «OxL o ‘evaANaKTIKO oxedlaouo’ tng mayidsuong
mouAwwv» 17/12/15 http://www.24h.com.cy/society/item/109912-perivallontikes-
organosis-oxi-se-enallaktiko-sxediasmo-tis-pagidevsis-poylion.html

H emkalpotnta o elkOveg — Emwvupol kata tng Aabpobnplag
http://www.philenews.com/el-gr/gallery/1251/290981/eponymoi-kata-tis-lathrothirias
Celebrities — Ekotpateia kaAttexvwy katd tng AaBpobnplag apmnehomovAtwy 17/12/15
http://www.24news.com.cy/index.php?pageaction=kat&modid=1&artid=52739
KOmplot kaAAtéxveg katd tng Aabpobnpiag apmnslonoviwwy 17/12/15
http://must.com.cy/index.php?pageaction=kat&modid=1&artid=29522
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