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NepiAnyn

H moapovuoa avadopd mapouctdlel ta TEAEUTALN EUPHOTO TOU CUVEXOMEVOU KOl CUOTNUATLKOU
TPOYPAUHATOC TTapakoAoUBOnong tng mapavoung nayideuong mouAlwv tou MNtnvoAoylkol JuvSEopou
KOmpou ywa to ¢0vonwpo 2017, evw mapdAAnAa KAVEL KAl PO OVOOKOTNGON TNEG KATAOTAONG ToU
ETUKPATEL yLo aUTO To Bépa oto vnol. H avadopd auth £Xel WG KUPLO OTOXO TOUG APHOSLOUG oTa
KEvTpa APNg amodAcEWV Kal TOUG TIOALTLKOUC, UE OKOTIO TNV EVNUEPWOTN, TNV EvaLloBNTOMOLNCN KOl
TNV KWWNTOomoinon yla TILo mOTEAECUATIKN) §pAon yLa OVTLLETWITLON UTOU TOU XPOVLOU Kal EMIHUOVOU
OlKoAOoyLKOU TipoPARUATOC.

H avaAuon twv dedopévwy amnod tnv épeuva nediou Seiyvel otL 6.5 YIALOUETpa Stadpopwy yla dixtua
ATOV EVEPYA €VTOC TNG TEPLOXNG TNG €peuvag ediou to pBvOMwWpPo 2017 — n €peuva nediov KaAUTTEL
TEPLOXEC Ot Adpvoka — Appoxwoto kal Aylo Oedbwpo — Mapwvl Kal KAAUTITEL TEPLOXEG o SUO
ETUKPATELEG: €VTOC TNG KuTtplakng Anpokpatiag kot evtog Tng Bpetavikng Baong Askélelag. Me autd
Ta enineda mayldeuong ekTipdtal otL oxedov 460 000 mrnvd pmopel va Bavatwbdnkav evtog Tng
neploxng Epeuvag nmediou. Eav autn n extipnon dlaxwplotel os eninedo emnikpateiag, Tote oxedov 43
000 mtnva umopel va Bavatwbnkav evtog Tng Kumplakng Anpokpartiag kot mepinmou 260 000 mTnva
unopet va BavatwOnkav eviog Twv Bpetavikwy Baoswv AekEAELOG — TOL UTIOAOUTA TTTNVA EKTLUATAL OTL
Bavatwbnkav og TETPAYWVLKA XIALOMETPO TIOU EUTIIMTOUV Kal oTLg SUo emikpdteles. H xprion dixtvwv
EVTOG TNG €peuvag mediou yla 1o pBwonwpo 2017 Atav katd 79% xaunAotepn o oUykpLon Pe Ta
enineda tou €toug 2002 (Otav Eekivnos To TPOypappa TapakoAouBnong tou [tnvoAoylkou)
ocUpdwva Pe TNV aVAAUON TIOU £yLVE PE TO MPoypappa TRIM (yla tnv avaAuon xpnolponolionke n
npooéyylon ‘Linear trend model using the stepwise approach’). Ta enineda autd eival and ta
XaunAotepa mou kataypddnkav amd TV apxn Tou Mpoypdupatog mapakolouBOnong, ¢tdavovrag ta
(6L xapnAd enineda mpLv pia Sekaetia. Auto elval £va oAU evBappUVTIKO AITOTEAECA YL TNV KUPLA
neplodo nayibevong tou 2017.

To ¢Owonwpo 2017 £6el€e o peiwon ota enineda mayibevong pe diytua, pia MOAU OetTikn
€€ENLEN, evtoUToLG O Kapia epintwon 6ev unopei va OswpnOel 6tL To MPOBANHA TG TTAPAVOUNG
nayidevong novAwwv €£xeL emAuBei, adol napopola peiwon eixe karaypadei kat oto napeAdov.
MNpw Kot apéowe petd tnv évtaén tng Kompou otnv Evpwnaiky Evwon eixe kataypadei pa
ONUAVTLKA Heiwon ota enineda nayidsuong MOUALWV WG AMOTEAECUA TNG ALENUEVNG TTATAEnG OTO
nedio ekeivn TV nepiodo, Adyw NG Micong tng Eupwnaikr¢ Evwong ylo aQvILLETWLON autoU Tou
npoBARpatoc. MapoAa aAuTd, PETA OO HEPLKA XPOVLIA N TPOCEYYLON TNG MNSEVIKAG avoxng S&v
edpappolotav kal w¢ akoAoUBwG Ta enineda nayidsvong auindnkav Spapatikd. Emopévwg, ivoat
anapaitnto onw¢ ta Oetikd anoteAféopara tou 2017 SwatnpnBolv HECW MLOG CUVEXOUEVNG
SLwKTIKNAG dpdong oe OAa Ta enineda, wote va StachaAiotei 0tL Sev Oa UTLAPEEL XELPOTEPELUGN Kol
va 06nynBolpe o uPnAdtepa enineda nayidsvong.

O Ntnvoloywkog miotelel OtTL to Betikd amoteAéopata tou ¢Owomwpou 2017 eival kKupiwg
OMOTEAECUA TNG TILO QATOTEAEOUOTIKNACG Tataéng oto medio, AOyw Twv TIOAU TILO QTOTPEMTLIKWV
e€wbikwv oTtoug mapaPateg KAOWC KOl OTOXEUUEVEG ETILXELPIOELC OE TEPLOXEC OMOU Ttapatnpeital
HeyaAng kKALpakag rayideuon (MepLoxEg e aKOKIiEC). AUTEC OL IPOOTIAOELEC TPETIEL VAL GUVEXLOTOUV yLa
va umapéel L0l OUCLOOTIKN MEWWON Kol TEPUATIONOC tn¢ mayibsuong mouAlwwv. Tautdypova o
Mtnvoloytkdc XUvbeopog KUTipou Ba cuveyioel TIC TPOoTAOELEC TOU VIO TEPUOTIOUO TNG tayldeuongc,



oupnepthapBavopévng kot tng aufavopevng eotiaong Tou o€ dpAcelg svalcOntomoinong Kot
ekmaidevongc.

O Ntnvoloywkog Tuvdeapog Kompou avayvwpilel TiG mpoomdbeleg mATAENG amo TG TPEL APUOSLES
apxes (KAwpakio Matagng Aabpobnpiag twv Bpetavikwv Bacswv, Yrnnpeoia Onpag & Mavidag kot
KAwpakio Nartaéng Aabpobnpiag tng Actuvopiog Kumpou). Ta amoteAéopata thg MATAENG Twv
oppodiwv apywv £6si€av Aydtepsg cuMAPELS / SLWEELG Kol AlYyOTEPEG KOTAOXEOEL SXTUWV Kol
EoPBEpywv o€ GUYKPLON HE TIG TPONYOULEVEC POLVOTTWPLVEG TTEPLOSOUC (YLal OAEC TIG OPOBLEC aPXEG),
KATL TO omolo og €va Babuod cuudwvel kat pe Ta pelwUEVa emtimeda maylidguong mou kataypddnkav
amnd tov Mtnvoloyikd. Qotdoo, n mapavopn mayidsuon MOUALWY TOPAHEVEL Eva eUPEWC Sladedouévo
MPOPANUa, TOo0 e TN Xprion EoBEpywv 60 Kal SLXTUWVY, Kal oL SLWKTIKEG apXEC TIPETEL VA eVioXuBoUv
TIPOKELMEVOU va eTLTEUXOel €vag HaKPOTPOBECUOG TEPUATIONOG TOU EYKANHATOC KOTA TWV AypLwv
mouAwwv otnv Kumpo. IStaitepa o poAog tou KAwwakiou Matagng AabBpobnpiag tng Aotuvopioag
Kunpou, To onoio ta teAeutaia xpovia amoteAOUOE L0 ATIOTEAECHATIKY HOVASA TIATAENG, TIPETEL Val
evioyuBel kat va SdtatnpnOei, avtl va umovouevetal e onolodnmote Tpomno. Ooo yla Ta eoTloTopla
TIoU Ttapavopa oepPipouv aumeAonoUAia, Ta onola Ppiokovtal evtog tng Kumplakng Anpokpartiog, yla
1o 2017 umipge avénon tng mataéng evavtiov Toug o GUYKPLON LLE TNV TIOAU TIEPLOPLOUEVN TTATOEN
TWV TIPONYOUHEVWY XPOVWYV, HLa BeTIKA EEALEN.

Mia oelpd amd AMeg e€elifelg oxeTkéG e TNV mayideuon éywav 1o 2017 evtdg tng Kumplakng
Anpokpatiag, Kuplwg apvntikég. Ita TEAn louviou 2017 Yndilotnke amodé tnv Kumplokn Bouln o
OUPLAEYOEVOG TPOTIOTOLNTLKOG VOOG yla Tov ‘Nopo Mepl Mpootaciog kot Ataxesiplong Ayplwv
MouAlwv Kat Onpapdtwy’. O TPOTOMOLNTIKOG CUUMEPIAAUPBAVE ULa OELPA aTO XOAAPWOELG - LA ATTO
TLG ONUAVTIKEG OAAQYEC OXETLKA e TNV Iatagn oto nedio Ntav kat n eloaywyn tng e€wdikng pubuong
yla 0Aa Tta adknuota, n omoila UEXPL Twpa elval amoteAdeopatikn. Koatd tnv mepiodo louAiou-
AekepBpiou 2017, oL apuodbleg apxeg edappooayv TV veéa mpovola Kal eE€dwaav PNAd, amoTPEMTIKA
efwbika YIAASWVY gupw, €va OVIwg Betikd Eekivnua. Mapola autd, oL avildpAdoel o auTd Ta
OUMOTPENTIKA e€WLKO ATAV €vtoves. Alddopa cupPavta nmou €Aafav xwpa Atav ol Slapaptupieg and
KUVNYETIKEC OUABEG KOl UTIOOTNPLKTEG TG mayidsuong, n peiwon tou mpoowrikol tou KAlpakiou
Mataéng Aabpobnpiag tng Actuvopiag Kumpou tov mepacpévo IemMTtéUPPLO KAl TA TIEPLOTATIKA
EMOE0EWY KATA TOU TMPOCWTIKOU TWV OpUodiwv apxwv. Tuvdpa cuveyilouv ol mpoomdbeleg otn
BouAn yia YoAdpwon TOU OXETIKOU VOHOU €VW OTn TPOEKAOYLKN €KoTpateia Tou mpoodata
enavekAeypévou Mpoédpou SNAwoe tn Séopeucn Tou yla UMOOTAPLEN TNG VOULPomoinong Twv
EoBEpywv. OAeg auTEG oL e€eifelg umoypappilouy OTL UTIAPXEL L0 GUVEXOUEVN TIPOOTIABOELA aTtd TOUG
UTIOOTNPLKTEG TNG TOYIGEUONG KOL TIG KUVNYETIKEG OUASEG, N omola OTOXEVEL TOUG TTOALTLKOUC Kal Tal
enineda AnYPng anoddoswy, yla amoduvauwon tne mpoondbelag nataéng tng mayidevong KoL v
OUGLOOTLKI OTTOTIOLVLIKOTIOLNON TG Ttayideuong ouAlwy, el8IKA e Tn xprion EoBEpywv. To yeyovog otL
Sev éxelL umtapel kapia mpdodog otnv edbappoyn Tou ITPATNYLKOU IXESI0U yLa TNV QVTLHETWIILON TNG
mapdvoung nayideuong mTnvwy, mapd TtV £YKpLor Tou ard to Youpylkd JupBouAlo amoé to Mdalo
2015, amotelel oadn £voelén g EAAeL NG OUCLAOTLKAC SECUEUONC YLOL OVTLUETWTTLON TNG TIAPAVOUNG
mayideuong mMouALwy.

‘Ocov adopd ™ Aloiknon twv Bpetavikwyv Bacswv, ta TeAsutaia xpovia n auéavopevn 6£0UeUCH TG
yla QVTLUETWIILON TNG TMAPAVOUNG Ttayidsuong mInvwy sival gudovig, £Xoviag we MPWTAPXLKN
TPOTEPALOTNTA TOV TEPUATIONO TNG MEYAANG KAlpakag mayidsuon evtog tng Bpetavikng Baong
Aekélelag. H avatpomr] tng avodSikng taong tng mayidsuong evtog tng Bpetavikig Baong AskéAslag



Kal n afloonuelwtn peiwon ota enineda nayidevong mou kataypddnke 1o GpOvONwpo 2017 (eldika
o€ olyKkplon Ue To PpOwvonwpo 2016) sival pio oAU Betikn €€€ALEN kaL Tdéoo n Aloiknon 6co Kot n
Actuvopia twv Bpetavikwv Bacswv ailouv ouyxapntrpla yla autd ta anoteAéopata. Katd to 2017,
véa HETPA KAt TNG mayibeuong mrtnvwv edappooctikav omo T Bpetavikéc Bdoslg ta omoia
neplA@uBavav tnv avénon Twv TMOWWV €yyunong yla Toug MapaBATEG, OMOYOPEUTIKA UETPA YLo
KOTASIKOOUEVOUC TIAYLOEUTEG, TNV ayOopa EVOG UN EMAVOPWUEVOU OEPOOKADOUG yLa XPron KATA TG
mapavoung mayideuong, tTnv avgnon Tou MPOCWTILKOU TNG OOTUVOMLKAG SUvaung yla thv mataén
auTtoUu tou TpoPAnpatoc, tnv adaipeon apSeUTIKWY cuoTNUATWY amo to Kapo MUAa kot tn cuvéxlon
™¢ Kpudng mapakolouBnong. EmumAéov, to Sikaotrplo Twv Bpetavikwyv Bacswv AekéAelag eméBale
To PNAEG TOLVEG TO TIEPACUEVO £TOG OF L OELPA UTIOBECEWV TIOU EKivnoav amd TNV ETULTUXNMEVN
kpudr mapakolouBnon tou ¢Bwonwpou 2016, pla cuvepyaoia petafu tou Royal Society for the
Protection of Birds (RSPB - BirdLife oto Hvwpévo Baoilelo) kat tng Aotuvouiag Twv Bpetavikwv
Baocewv. Auotuywg dev umipav mpoomnabeleg cuveExong yla adaipeon akaklwv and to Kapo MuAa
KaTd tn Slapkela tou 2017, To omolo mapéuelve we meploxn he YnAd enimeda mayidevong. Auti n
navon akKoAouBnoe HETA TIG SLOUAPTUPLEG TNG TOTUKNAG KOWOTNTOG EVOVIIOV TOU TPOYPAMMOTOS
adaipeong akakiwv tov OktwPplo 2016. To Mpoypaupa adaipeong akaklwy, To onolo amoteAel
UTIOXPEwWaN Tou Tinyaletl anod tov kaboplopd tou KaPo MuAa wg ESkA Zwvn Atatipnong (EZA), elvat
£€va ETPO TIOU TIPETEL VA emavatekiviioel To 2018 MPoKeLEVOU val ETILTEVXOEL Lakpoxpovia Pelwaon
TWV EMMESWV KOL O TEPUATLONOC TNG Ttayideuong og peydAn KAlpaka pe Siytua evtog twv Bpetavikwy
Baocswv.

KataAnkTikd o MtnvoAoyLkog tovilel Tig akOAouBeg SpAoEeLg KAl LETPA WE TIPOTEPALOTNTES TTOU TIPETEL
va ulomotnBolv to 2018 KkaL KoAel toug apupodloug ota kévtpa ANYNG amoddcswv OnMwg
TIPOXWPNOOUV LE TRV UAOTIOLNGN TOUG:

e n Kumpiaky KuPépvnon va €VIOYUOEL KOL VO UTOOTNPILEEL TIC OpMOSLEG ap)EC,
ocupmneplhappavopévou kat tou KAwwoakiou Mataéng Aabpobnpiag tng Aotuvouiag Kumpou,
oUTWC Wote va cuvexioouv va epapuolouv TOV VOUO OTO HEYLOTO KOL VO OUVEXioouv va
€KkSi60UV amoTpenTikA £§WSIKA, OMWG €MIONG VO UTIAPEEL OUEOVOEVN KOl CUGTHLOTIKK
SLWKTIKA 8pdon Katd Twv eotiatopiwv Tou Tmopavopa ospBipouv aumeldomovAia (yla
OVTLUETWTILON TNG {ATNOoNG),

e n Kumplakry BouAnl va emnavefetdosl Tov Tpomomolntikd vouo ‘Mept Mpootaociag Kot
Awayeiplong Ayplwv Mtnvwv kal Onpapdtwv Nopog mou Pndiotnke tov lovvio 2017, kot va
anocUpEL TN SuvatoTnTa KOTavaAwong Onpapatog o otiatopLa, Kabwe Kat TRV tpovola
yla TTOAU XopnAd tpooTLa yLa TV Katoxn Kot xprRon oBEpywv. O MTnvoloyLkog TUVEeou0G
KUmpou Bewpel 6TL oL mpdvoleg autég mopapLalouv tnv Odnyia yia ta Mtnva (2009/147/EK),

e n Kumplakn KuBépvnon va €ekvnost dpeoa pe tTnv epappoyn tov ITpatnyikov Ixediov yla
OVTLUETWIILON TNC TOpAvoung mayibsuong mouAlwy (e tnv adaipeon tng mapékkAlong Tou
‘evaA\akTIKoU oXeSL0opoU’), TO omoio eKKpepel amd To Mato 2015, kot

e n Awiknon Twv Bpetavikwv Baoswv va cuvexioel Pe TIG auEavOEVEG TPOOTIAOELEG TTATOENG
(ouumeplhappovopévng tng ouvepyaciag pe tnv opdada efiyviaong tng RSPB) kat va
enavagekvioel To mpoypappa adaipeong akokiwv oto KaBo MUAa, svw mapdAinia va
ouveyioel pe tVv adaipeon apSeUTIKWY CUCTNUATWY KOL VO TIPOXWPHOEL OTNV EKTOVNON EVOG



oxebiou SLayeiplong Tov olKOTOMoOU yLa th HakponpoBeopn e§AAewdn tng EEVIKAG akakiog
anod tnv mePLOXN.

H avagdopad xwpiletal ota akolouba kedalaia:

e Kedalawo 1 mapouoialel pia cvvodn tng mayidevong mouvAlwv otnv Kumpo, Sivel kamola
LOTOPLKA oTolyeia autng tng Spaotnplotntag, Kavel avadopd otnv €6vikn vopoBecia dcov
adopad TNV MPOCTACia TWV MTNVWV KoL TTOPOUGCLATEL TNV TPEXOUCO KATAOTAON,

e Kedalawo 2 mapouctalel to mpoypappa mapakololBnong tou MtnvoloylkoU JuvdEcuou
Kunpovu,

o Keddlawo 3 mapouaotdlel Ta anoteAéopata Tng Epeuvag nediou Kal tnv avdiluon amod To
npoypappa TRIM, ta otolyela amod Tig mpoomndbeleg MATAENG TWV ApUOSLWY apywv Kal To
TIOALTLKO KOl KOLVWVLKO KALLO TIOU ETUKPATEL, KA,

o Keddlalo 4 eival n oulAtnon Kal ELONYHOELS, OMOU YIveETaL Hla cUvoYPn TNEG KATAoTACNS TNG
TapAavoung mayideuong MoOUALWY, evw £€MioNG MOPEXOVTOL CUOTACELS TPOG TtV Kumplakn
KuBépvnon kat tn Aloiknon Twv Bpetavikwv Bacswv.

Ta €€08a yLa TNV gpyacia mediou Tou Mtnvoloyikou (KaloLL AUTOKLVATOU), KaBwg Kal ta £€€oda Twv
gkaotote £0eloviwy, KaAudtnkav and tnv opydvwon NABU (BirdLife otn leppavia), evw to RSPB
(BirdLife oto Hvwpévo BaoiAelo) kdAue Toug pLoBoug.



Summary

This report presents the latest findings of the on-going and systematic BirdLife Cyprus surveillance
programme on illegal bird trapping, relating to the autumn 2017 season, while also providing an
overview of the current climate regarding this issue on the island. This report is aimed mainly at top
decision makers and politicians, with the aim of informing, raising awareness and generating
momentum for more effective action to tackle this chronic and persistent ecological problem.

The analysis of the survey data shows that 6.5km of mist net rides were active during the autumn of
2017 within the survey area, which covers the Larnaka - Famagusta and the Ayios Theodoros — Maroni
areas. The survey area encompasses two jurisdictional areas: the Republic of Cyprus and the UK
territory of the Dhekelia Sovereign Base Area (SBA). It is estimated that these trapping levels could
have resulted in nearly 460,000 birds killed within the survey area alone. The potential death toll
estimate between the two different jurisdictions within the survey area suggests that nearly 43,000
birds would be the potential number killed in the Republic and about 260,000 birds the potential
number killed in the Dhekelia SBA — the rest of the birds potentially killed were in ‘Joint’ squares. Mist
netting activity for autumn 2017 was 79% lower compared to 2002 (baseline) levels within the survey
area, based on analysis using TRIM software (the ‘Linear trend model using the stepwise approach’
was used for the analysis). This is one of the lowest trapping levels recorded since the start of the
surveillance programme, on a par with the lower levels of a decade ago. This is a very encouraging
outcome for the main 2017 trapping season.

Autumn 2017 showed a decrease in trapping levels with mist nets, which is a very welcome
development, but in no way can it be assumed that the problem of illegal bird trapping has been
solved as similar reductions have been recorded in the past. Prior to and just after Cyprus joining
the European Union (EU) a significant decrease in bird trapping was recorded due to increased
enforcement effort on the ground, resulting, at the time, from behind-the-scenes pressure from the
EU to tackle this problem. However, a few years later the zero tolerance approach was no longer
applied, and subsequently trapping levels increased dramatically. It is therefore vital that the
positive results of 2017 be built upon and ‘nailed down’ through ongoing enforcement action at all
levels, to ensure no slide back to higher trapping levels.

BirdLife Cyprus believes that the positive results of autumn 2017 are primarily the result of more
effective enforcement on the ground, backed up by much more deterrent sentencing for offenders
and operations targeting trapping habitat (acacia plantations) in key trapping hot-spots. These efforts
must continue if the corner is to be truly turned on the trapping issue. BirdLife Cyprus will at the same
time continue its efforts to build support for an end to trapping, including a continuation of the NGO’s
growing focus on awareness-raising and education.

The enforcement efforts of all three competent authorities (the SBA Police Anti-Poaching Unit, Cyprus
Game & Fauna Service and Cyprus Police Anti-Poaching Unit) are fully acknowledged by BirdLife
Cyprus. Enforcement results showed fewer arrests / prosecutions and fewer confiscated mist nets and
limesticks compared to previous autumn periods (for all competent authorities), which would agree to
an extent with the reduced trapping activity recorded by BirdLife Cyprus. However, illegal bird
trapping is still a widespread problem, both with limesticks and mist nets, and enforcement agencies
need to be strengthened in order to achieve a long term halt to this wildlife bird crime in Cyprus. In



particular, the role of the Cyprus Police Anti-Poaching Unit, which developed into a very effective unit
in the last few years, must be supported and maintained rather than undermined in any way.
Regarding the law breaking restaurants serving ambelopoulia, which are in the Republic of Cyprus,
during 2017 there was increased enforcement action in comparison to the very limited enforcement
action of previous years, an encouraging sign.

There was a series of other developments on the trapping front during 2017 within the Republic of
Cyprus, predominantly negative. In late June 2017, the controversial law amendment to the Law on
‘The Protection and Management of Wild Birds and Game Species’ was approved by the Cyprus
Parliament. The amendment included a series of relaxations, but one major and so far effective
change regarding enforcement on the ground was the introduction of on-the-spot fines for all
offences. During the period July to December 2017, competent authorities applied the new provision
and issued high, deterrent fines of the order of thousands of euros, a positive start indeed. However,
the reaction to this enforcement has been intense. Protests from hunting and pro-trapping groups
took place, resources of the Cyprus Police Anti-poaching unit last September have been reduced and
incidents of attacks on the personnel of competent authorities have occurred. Moreover, the Cypriot
Parliament is continuing its efforts to weaken the relevant law, while the recently re-elected
President’s included in his campaign the pre-election pledge to support the legalisation of limesticks.
These are all developments that highlight that there is a continuous effort by the pro trapping and
hunting groups, targeting the political and decision making levels, to weaken the anti-trapping effort
and effectively decriminalise bird trapping, particularly with the use of limesticks. The fact that there
has been no progress on the implementation of the Strategic Plan for tackling illegal bird trapping,
despite its approval by the Council of Ministers in May 2015, is a clear indication of a lack of
commitment to seriously tackle illegal bird trapping.

Regarding the SBA Administration, its increased commitment to tackling illegal bird trapping has been
apparent in the last few years, with halting industrial scale trapping within the Dhekelia SBA set as a
top priority. The reversing of the upward trapping trend within the Dhekelia SBA and the noticeable
reduction recorded in trapping levels during autumn 2017 (particularly when compared to autumn
2016) is a very positive development and both the SBA Administration and Police are to be
congratulated for these results. During 2017, new anti-trapping measures were explored by the SBAA
including the increase of bail levels for offenders, exclusion orders for convicted trappers, the buying
of a drone to use for enforcement against trapping activity, an increase of police resources within the
SBA Police Anti-Poaching Unit, the removal of irrigation paraphernalia in Cape Pyla and the
continuation of covert surveillance. Furthermore, higher court sentences were imposed by the
Dhekelia SBA Court last year, following a series of cases initiated from the successful covert
surveillance work during autumn 2016, a collaboration between the Royal Society for the Protection of
Birds (RSPB - BirdLife in the UK) and SBA Police. On the negative side, there was no continuation to the
efforts on acacia removal from Cape Pyla during 2017, which still remained a trapping hotspot. The
hiatus in this vital effort followed the October 2016 protests from the local community against acacia
cutting. The acacia removal programme, which is also a responsibility deriving from the designation of
Cape Pyla as a Special Area of Conservation (SAC), is a measure that must restart in 2018 in order to
secure a long lasting decrease and an end to industrial scale of mist netting within the SBAs.



In conclusion, BirdLife Cyprus stresses the following actions and measures as priorities that need to

take place in 2018 and calls upon decision makers to prioritise their undertaking:

the Cyprus Government to strengthen and to support the competent authorities, including
the Cyprus Police Anti-poaching unit, in order to continue to enforce the law to its full extent
and to continue issuing deterrent on-the-spot fines, as well as increased and consistent
enforcement action against law-breaking restaurants serving illegal ambelopoulia
“delicacies” (to address demand),

the Cyprus Parliament to revisit the amendment to the “Protection and Management of Wild
Birds and Game Species” law voted in June 2017, in order to withdraw the possibility for
game consumption in restaurants, as well as the provision for very low fines for limestick
possession and use. BirdLife Cyprus considers that these provisions are in breach of the EU
Birds Directive (2009/147/EC).

the Cyprus Government to immediately start the implementation of the Strategic Plan for
tackling illegal bird trapping (with the removal of the ‘alternative plan’ derogation), which has
been pending since May 2015, and

the SBA Administration to continue with enhanced enforcement efforts (including cooperation
with the RSPB Investigations team) and restart its acacia removal programme in Cape Pyla,
while continuing with the removal of the associated irrigation systems and moving to draw up
a habitat management plan for the long-term eradication of invasive acacia on the Cape.

The report is separated into the following sections:

Section 1 provides an overview of the bird trapping in Cyprus, gives some historical
background to this activity, makes reference to the national legislation regarding bird
protection and presents the current situation,

Section 2 describes the historical outline of the surveillance programme of BirdLife Cyprus,
and

Section 3 presents the survey data from the monitoring programme and the analysis from
the TRIM software, summarises the enforcement data of the competent authorities and
gives an outline of the political and social attitudes regarding this issue, and

Section 4 is the discussion, giving an overview of the illegal bird trapping situation, while
also providing recommendations to the Cyprus Government and the SBA Administration.

All the running costs for the field work (car fuel), as well as all the volunteer costs were covered by
NABU (BirdLife in Germany), while the RSPB (BirdLife in UK) covered salaries.



1. Overview of bird trapping in Cyprus

Trapping with non-selective methods (mist nets and limesticks) and the trade of wild birds have been
prohibited since 1974 under Cyprus legislation, when the law ‘Protection and Development of Game
and Wild Birds Law of 1974 (39/1974)" was introduced®. Moreover, in 1988 Cyprus ratified the 1979
Bern Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats, adopting a long list of
birds as protected, including the Blackcap (Sylvia atricapilla), hence prohibiting the killing (hunting)
and consumption of blackcaps (blackcaps are the main target species of illegal bird trapping in Cyprus).
With Cyprus joining the EU, EU Birds Directive (2009/147/EC, formerly 79/409/EEC) was transposed
into Cyprus Law N. 152(1)/2003, prohibiting anew the use of non-selective methods including mist
nets, limesticks and calling devices, as well as the possession of trapping equipment, trapped birds and
the trading and eating of trapped birds.

Historically, trapped birds — mostly Blackcaps - were a food supplement for the mostly poor island
inhabitants living off the land. The practice of bird trapping in Cyprus has been recorded in historical
documents from the Middle Ages and even earlier times. Trapping as practiced in Cyprus today bears
no relation to the ‘traditional’ or historical situation.

Nowadays, bird trapping in Cyprus is widespread and extensive, contributing to the large scale killing
of hundreds of thousands of migratory and wintering birds. Survey records show that 155 bird species
have been found trapped in mist nets or limesticks, of which 82 are listed as conservation priority
species under the EU Birds Directive and/or by BirdLife International®. This is a clear indication of the
non-selective nature of these methods. This illegal activity has become a profitable business which is
controlled to a large extent by the ‘big’ trappers who are also involved in organised crime. The Cyprus
Game & Fauna Service estimated this illegal business to be valued in the order of 15 million euros per
year’.

Apart from the extensive use of non-selective methods for illegal bird trapping in Cyprus, organised
trappers nowadays use outlawed electronic calling devices that imitate the calls of migratory birds.
These calling devices are normally activated during night-time, luring the birds into the trapping sites
and hence increasing the illegal catch. Academic studies have shown that tape luring can increase the
catch by 3 to 13 times (Savva, G.A. 2016, Schaub M. et al, 1999) and that various species are attracted
by song playback, including target species for the trappers such as Eurasian reed warblers
(Acrocephalus scirpaceus), Sedge warblers (Acrocephalus schoenobaenus), Garden warblers (Sylvia
borin), Blackcaps (Sylvia atricapilla) and Grasshopper warblers (Locustella naevia) (Mukhin A. et al,
2008). These calling devices can often be heard easily from hundreds of metres away from each
trapping site during night time, highlighting the extensive use of calling devices and their intensity
within the trapping areas.

! The specific articles of Law 39/1974 that prohibited the trapping and trade of wild birds include: Article 10
(‘prohibition of hunting etc. of certain bird species’, without including the blackcap either in the protected or the
game species), Article 14 (‘prohibition of offering game or wild birds in restaurants etc.’) and Article 15
(‘prohibition of the use of light projectors, traps, luring methods, limesticks and flushing of birds).

? BirdLife Cyprus ‘List of birds recorded trapped in mist nets and on limesticks’ found here.

* Game and Fauna Service (17th March 2010), Position paper presented at the Committee of Environment of the
Cyprus House of Parliament during a discussion to change the legislation on the protection and management of
wild birds and game species
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This report presents the latest survey results for autumn 2017, when trappers are after migratory
birds, with the main target species being blackcaps and other migrant songbirds. Trapped birds are

either served as expensive ambelopoulia ‘delicacies’ in local restaurants or are used for home
consumption.
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2. Surveillance programme of BirdLife Cyprus

BirdLife Cyprus is a non-profit NGO working for the protection and conservation of birds, their habitats
and wider biodiversity, and is the Partner of BirdLife International in Cyprus. With support from the
RSPB (BirdLife Partner in the UK), BirdLife Cyprus has undertaken a systematic surveillance programme
of illegal bird trapping in Cyprus since autumn 2002, providing a long record of trapping activity and
giving the NGO a very good measure of expertise on the issue. The surveillance programme follows a
‘Bird Trapping Monitoring Protocol’ that was developed by BirdLife Cyprus and the RSPB, in
consultation with the Cyprus Game & Fauna Service and the British Sovereign Base Area (SBA) police
at the start of the programme. Figure 1 shows a map where bird trapping takes place in Cyprus;
monitoring is concentrated in the two areas (humbered 1 and 2) where extensive trapping takes place:

1. Kokkinochoria area (Eastern Larnaca/Famagusta area) — this area also includes the
Dhekelia Eastern Sovereign Base (ESBA) area), and

2. Ayios Theodoros and Maroni area (Western Larnaca).

Map of Cyprus indicating the main trapping areas
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Figure 1 Map of Cyprus showing the main trapping areas

Although trapping is also an issue in other areas of Cyprus, the survey efforts focus on these two main
areas due to resource limitations and because they hold the highest trapping activity. The monitoring
is undertaken by visiting a random selection of sample squares (1 km?) during daytime hours, with a
focus on detecting mist netting activity. Limesticks are recorded if they are found while searching for
mist nets. The squares selected are stratified to ensure a representative coverage of areas under SBA
administration and the Republic of Cyprus. For more details on the methodology of BirdLife Cyprus
read Appendix 1.

The project is undertaken in close co-operation with the competent authorities of the Republic of
Cyprus (the Game & Fauna Service and the Cyprus Police Anti-poaching unit) and the SBA Police.
When trapping paraphernalia is detected, the BirdLife Cyprus team contacts the relevant enforcement
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authorities. It should be noted that the BirdLife Cyprus observers never confront suspected trappers
and never remove trapping paraphernalia.

BirdLife Cyprus would like to express its particular thanks to the RSPB for supporting the project
financially since the beginning in 2002. Furthermore BirdLife Cyprus would like to thank NABU
(BirdLife in Germany) for their financial support since 2013 onwards. NABU covers the running costs
and volunteer costs of the surveillance programme, whereas the RSPB covers related salaries. Finally
BirdLife Cyprus would like to thank the 2 volunteers that have helped in the monitoring survey and the
gathering of the field data.

Regarding the analysis of the field data, BirdLife Cyprus uses the TRIM (TRends & Indices for
Monitoring data) program for trend analysis. The organisation has been gathering field data in a
systematic manner since 2002 as part of its surveillance programme, which makes it possible to use
such programs for the analysis. BirdLife Cyprus would like to thank the RSPB senior conservation
scientist, Simon Wotton, for his guidance and support in undertaking the TRIM trend analysis.

TRIM is a program for the analysis of time series of counts with ‘missing’ observations. The program
can be used to estimate indices and trends and to assess the effects of covariates on these indices and
trends. TRIM analyses time series of counts, using Poisson regression and produces estimates of
yearly indices and trends (Panneloek & van Strien 2005). If observations are missing, TRIM estimates
the missing values on the basis of changes observed on plots that were monitored.

In other words, TRIM enables us to use the data from all the trapping survey squares ever surveyed
under the BirdLife Cyprus surveillance programme during the autumn period, in total 129 squares,
even though these squares were not all covered every autumn season. The programme ills in’
missing values for squares that were not covered in a particular year on the basis of the general trend
derived from the data as a whole. The TRIM software (freely available from
http://www.ebcc.info/trim.html) is very widely used for analysis of field data from ecological or

biological studies. It works as an index, setting the first year of a time series of data (in this case year
2002) the value of 100 and then showing changes up or down in subsequent years relative to this
value of 100.
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3. Results

Survey results and data analysis

Field survey data
The field survey for autumn 2017 was carried out between September and October 2017 following the

standard survey protocol. In total 60 squares were surveyed during this period and BirdLife Cyprus
reported all trapping finds to the relevant enforcement authorities, either the SBA Police Anti-
poaching Unit, or the Game & Fauna Service or the Cyprus Police Anti-poaching Unit, depending on
the location of the finds. Additional squares within the SBA area have been added to the sample since
2015, following the July 2015 workshop recommendation of independent science expert Alison
Johnston (British Trust for Ornithology - BTO), to improve the precision of the trend within the SBA
over time.

A summary of the survey data for autumn 2017 is presented in Appendix 2. In total the field team
recorded 66 active net rides (these are cleared “runs” in acacia plantations or other habitats e.g.
orchards, olive trees, either holding nets or where there was clear evidence of preparation for the
setting and/or use of nets), which sum up to a length of 1,286 metres of net rides used for mist
netting, and 6 mist nets found in situ (either classified as Active Set Nets or Active Unset Nets”).

The total length of active mist net rides within the 406 km” survey area (Larnaka - Famagusta and
Ayios Theodoros — Maroni areas) can be extrapolated at nearly 6.5 km (1,286 m x 301 / 60)°.

In terms of limesticks, BirdLife Cyprus detected 56 limesticks this autumn (see Appendix 2). However,
as already explained, BirdLife Cyprus does not focus its field survey on the detection of limesticks, as
other organisations do. For example, during the autumn 2017 camp of the Committee Against Bird
Slaughter (CABS) / SPA Foundation which was undertaken from 27 August to 29" October, a total of
3,432 limesticks, 145 mist nets and 108 electronic bird callers were detected and seized (CABS, March
2018). It is highlighted that the majority of the limesticks detected by CABS / SPA Foundation were in
areas controlled by the Republic of Cyprus — the CABS findings with regards to limesticks highlight that
limestick use is still widespread and at similarly high levels as previous autumn seasons.

Based on the data gathered in the field this autumn, BirdLife Cyprus estimates that nearly 460,000
birds could have been killed within the survey area and about 610,000 could have been killed across
the whole of Cyprus®. It is noted that the estimated death toll does not take into consideration any net
rides that have been classified as ‘Prepared’ (previously this net ride classification was also considered

* Active Set Net (ASN) is a net ride where the mist net is in situ and is set and ready for catching birds. Active
Unset Net (AUN) is a net ride where the mist net is in situ but is furled i.e. the mist net is not stretched up for
catching birds but lowered down.

> There are 301 1 km® squares within the survey area that are classified as suitable for trapping activity (on the
basis of vegetation characteristics) and 60 of these squares were surveyed in Autumn 2017. Out of these 301 1
km” squares, 236 squares are found in the Republic areas and 65 are found in the Dhekelia SBA.

® The estimate also includes any bird trapping that takes place in the occupied parts of Cyprus, although trapping
levels are relatively low based on information provided to BirdLife Cyprus by other organisations and our joint
survey work in the occupied areas with the Turkish Cypriot bird protection society, KUSKOR, carried out in 2008.
This is also the reason why the occupied areas are not presented as a main trapping area in Figure 1.
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for the death toll estimation), following the recommendation included in the BTO assessment report
(July 2015) to revise slightly the calculation’ (read Appendix 3 for more details).

If one were to split the potential death toll estimate (460,000 birds) between jurisdictions within the
survey area based on the trapping activity detected, then nearly 43,000 birds would be the potential
number killed in the Republic and about 260,000 the potential number killed in the Dhekelia SBA® - the
‘Joint’ squares are not accounted for in these death estimates at the jurisdiction level. Note however,
that the limestick toll is not fully accounted for in this estimate (as the methodology of BirdLife Cyprus
focuses more on detecting mist netting activity), which would make the potential kill in the Republic
higher. The total estimate of birds killed is derived using field-gathered data in combination with
expert judgement for some variables (such as the number of birds caught per net) that are too
dangerous to measure in the field.

Trends in autumn mist netting activity
The TRIM program was used to analyse the survey data and to produce trends in autumn bird trapping

from 2002 to 2017. The metres of net rides that are recorded as active’ for bird trapping with mist

nets within each survey square are used as the response variable, with autocorrelation and

overdispersion accounted for as well. The TRIM changepoint model is used with a changepoint in
every year, which returns the same result as a fully time-dependent model™ (for more details on TRIM
approaches read Appendix 4). The TRIM program is a good way of analysing these data and will
produce a model of the change in bird trapping activity (with mist nets) between a base year (i.e.
2002) and each subsequent year of sampling.

A key conclusion from the BTO assessment report on the monitoring methodology of BirdLife Cyprus’
is regarding possible observer bias deriving from how net rides are classified by different observers: ‘It
is important to note that even if there are some differences in how certain rides would be categorised
by different observers, the trend relies on consistency over time. For this reason, even if there are
differences in categorisation between observers, providing that the same observer consistently applies
the criteria for classifying rides over time, the trend for illegal bird trapping activity will not be
compromised’. For more details on net categorisation read Appendix 1.

It is also noted that the BirdLife Cyprus monitoring methodology is different from the non-systematic
field surveys undertaken by other organisations such as the Committee Against Bird Slaughter (CABS),
which are targeted at known trapping areas and are not controlled for survey effort. Therefore the
findings and results of the two surveys are not directly comparable, but they both provide invaluable

7 BirdLife Cyprus organised a workshop with title ‘Methodology of surveying illegal bird trapping in Cyprus’ in July
2015. Independent science experts from the British Trust Ornithology (BTO) were invited to review the
monitoring methodology of BirdLife Cyprus and to provide a report of their assessment and recommendations.

& From the 1,286 metres of active net rides detected within the survey area, 112 metres were in the Republic of
Cyprus (from the 37 squares surveyed), 1,098 metres were in the SBAs (from the 20 squares surveyed) and 76
metres were in 3 ‘Joint’ squares surveyed. For the calculated death estimates at a jurisdiction level, the trapping
finds (excluding the ‘Prepared’ rides) in each jurisdiction are extrapolated to the total number of squares that
are classified as suitable for trapping activity (see footnote 5 above).

® This includes all 4 categories of net ride classification: P — Prepared, ANN — Active No Net, AUN — Active Unset
Net and ASN — Active Set Net. Read Appendix 1 for details on net ride classification.

1% This is a linear trend model using the stepwise approach and with all years selected as changepoints.
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field data and are supportive and complementary to each other, provided the differences in
methodology are taken into account.

Figure 2 shows the trapping activity levels since 2002 across a sample size of 129 squares within the
survey area, with 95% confidence limits. Additional square coverage has been included in the last few
years, particularly within the SBA, following a recommendation in the BTO assessment report (July
2015) to increase the sample size within this stratum. In keeping with our standard methodology, a
stratified random sample of 60 of the 129 squares was surveyed in Autumn 2017.

It is important to highlight that the additional squares surveyed have slightly expanded the total
square coverage to 129 (compared to 104 squares previously), hence the TRIM program has imputed
missing values for these extra squares as well. As a result, if one were to compare the index values
presented in Figure 2 below with the trend analysis results reported in the previous autumn trapping
reports'’, the index values may vary slightly for the previous autumn seasons (i.e. for Autumn 2016
and earlier).

Trends for autumn trapping activity for mist netting
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Figure 2 Trends for autumn bird trapping activity with the use of mist nets for the survey area

! BirdLife Cyprus trapping reports can be found here.
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Table 1 Statistics for trend for autumn trapping levels based on Figure 2

Multiplicative Standard 95% confidence L
. Significance
trend error interval
All squares 1.015 0.0135 0.026 Stable

Note 1: The multiplicative trend reflects the changes in terms of the average percentage change per year i.e. if
the trend is equal to 1 then there is no trend. Hence value 1.015 calculated above indicates an overall increase of
around 1.5% per year in mist netting activity.

Mist netting activity for autumn 2017 is 79% lower for autumn 2017 compared to the baseline year
of 2002: index value is 21 for autumn 2017. As shown in the graph above, this trapping activity for last
autumn was one of the lowest since the start of the surveillance programme, matching the low levels
of a decade ago, a very encouraging outcome. However it must be noted that the statistical
significance for the overall trend is ‘Stable’, which suggests that these low trapping levels need to
continue and be maintained before a significant long term decrease is achieved.

Figure 3 summarises autumn mist netting activity under different jurisdictions applying the same
‘Linear trend model using the stepwise approach’ in the TRIM program — with all years initially
selected as changepoints in the TRIM analysis (note that for the SBA analysis, TRIM would not run with
the year 2003 as a changepoint). The sample of 129 squares surveyed at various seasons during the
surveillance programme includes 80 squares within the Republic of Cyprus (RoC), 41 within the
Eastern Dhekelia Sovereign Base Area (SBA) and 8 squares that cover areas in both jurisdictions
(referred to as ‘Joint’ squares, including also areas that cover the SBA and UN buffer). For autumn
2017, the breakdown of the squares randomly selected and surveyed at a jurisdiction level were as
follows:

e 37 squares within the Republic of Cyprus,

e 20 squares within the Dhekelia SBA, and

e 3 ‘Joint’ squares.

For the analysis shown in Figure 3 the 8 ‘Joint’ squares that are part of the total sample of 129 squares
have not been included.
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Trends for autumn trapping activity for mist netting
under different jurisdictions
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Figure 3 Trends for trapping activity for mist netting within the Republic of Cyprus and within the UK
Dhekelia Sovereign Base Area — see Appendix 3 for index values.

Table 2 Statistics for trends for autumn trapping activity levels based on Figure 3

Multiplicative Standard 95% confidence L
i Significance
trend error interval
RoC squares 0.924 0.0184 0.036 Moderate decline (p<0.01)
SBA squares 1.1135 0.0354 0.069 Moderate increase (p<0.01)

At a jurisdiction level, the trapping activity trends indicate that:
e For the Republic areas, autumn 2017 mist netting activity (index value 6) was 82% lower
compared to autumn 2016 (index value 32). In comparison to 2002 the levels were lower by
94% for autumn 2017, matching the lowest mist netting levels recorded since the start of the
surveillance programme, a very encouraging outcome. However it must be noted that the
statistical significance for the trend is ‘Moderate decline’, which suggests that these low
trapping levels need to continue before the decline would become significant.

o For the 37 squares covered within the Republic, the range of counts was from 0 to 58
metres of active net rides, while no trapping at all was recorded in 34 squares. The
average within the Republic was 3 metres of active net rides per square surveyed (112
/ 37 squares surveyed within the Republic = 3).

e For the SBA areas, autumn 2017 mist netting activity showed a positive and encouraging
decrease of 72% compared to the record breaking levels recorded in autumn 2016 (index
values of 77 and 277 for autumns 2017 and 2016 respectively). In comparison to 2002 the
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levels were 33% lower for autumn 2017, reversing the upward trapping trend recorded since
2009. It is noted that the lowest mist netting activity for the SBAs was recorded in 2006 (index
value of 11).

o Asseen in Figure 3, the confidence limits for the SBA trend are noticeably wide. This is
due to the following factors: the relatively small sample size (20 squares surveyed in
Autumn 2017), the large number of zero counts (13 out of the 20 squares surveyed
recorded no trapping activity at all) and the wide range of counts (from 0 to 421
metres of active net rides). It is anticipated that the new larger sample size in the SBA
will only start to have an impact on the confidence limits in a few years’ time.

o Itis highlighted that this decrease in mist netting activity in the SBAs is primarily due
to the reduced trapping activity recorded in the trapping hotspot of Cape Pyla. For
comparison, in autumn 2016 the field data from 2 squares surveyed in Cape Pyla
recorded a total of 1,999 metres of active net rides, whereas in autumn 2017 the field
data of 2 squares surveyed in the same area recorded a total of 675 metres of active
net rides.

o The two highest counts for mist netting activity were recorded in squares located in
the Cape Pyla area, with 421 and 254 (675 in total) metres of active net rides. These
values are much higher than the average per square, 55 metres of active net rides per
square (1,098 metres / 20 squares surveyed within the SBAs = 55), highlighting that
Cape Pyla still remains a hotspot for mist netting activity and a key area for targeted
enforcement action.

Overall it is clear that mist netting activity decreased significantly within the Dhekelia SBA during
autumn 2017, following the dramatic increase observed since 2009 and reaching record breaking
levels in autumn 2016. Trapping levels still remain high compared to the Republic, however the
reduction in trapping activity, particularly in the mist netting hotspot of Cape Pyla and its peripheral
areas, is very positive. From the statistical analysis of TRIM the significance of trapping activity levels is
assessed as ‘Moderate increase’ — this highlights that the reversal and decrease in trapping activity
between autumns 2016 and 2017 needs to be maintained for a number of years in order to be
statistically significant and to have a sustained long term decrease.

As for the Republic, the mist netting activity for autumn 2017 was the lowest recorded since the start
of the surveillance programme in 2002, a very encouraging outcome and the statistical significance for
the trend is ‘Moderate decline’. However, the adopted law amendment changes in June 2017 (read
more details in section Social and political attitudes) need to be closely monitored to avoid any
backtracking on these positive results. Moreover, the Republic remains a hotspot for limestick use as
confirmed by the survey data of other environmental NGOs (CABS, February 2018 “Autumn 2017
report” — in publication), and all the restaurants serving ambelopoulia, are found exclusively in the
Republic, and still constitute the main economic incentive for organised trappers. Therefore, the
Cyprus authorities have a major role to play in clamping down on the supply — demand business chain.
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Enforcement

Overview of enforcement for autumn 2017

There are 3 competent authorities that are responsible for enforcement against illegal bird trapping in
Cyprus: the Game & Fauna Service and the Cyprus Police Anti-Poaching unit that are responsible for
areas controlled under the Republic of Cyprus, and the SBA Police Anti-Poaching unit responsible for
areas within the UK Sovereign Base Areas. The resources of the above-mentioned enforcement bodies
are as follows:

e Game & Fauna Service, the responsible body for the implementation of the Birds Directive,
has about 85 game wardens in total across the whole of island. The Larnaca & Famagusta
district, where most of the bird trapping takes place in Cyprus and where the survey area of
BirdLife Cyprus is focused, has about 20 game wardens,

e Cyprus Police Anti-Poaching Unit had 7 officers for September, however it was unfortunately
reduced to 4 officers during October (read section Social and political attitudes), and

e SBA Police Anti-Poaching Unit was comprised of 11 officers to cover the Eastern Dhekelia
Sovereign Base Area during the autumn trapping period (September to October). BirdLife
Cyprus would like to thank the SBA Administration and SBA Police APU team for its willingness
and support in undertaking joint field monitoring of illegal bird trapping with the BirdLife
Cyprus team.

Table 3 summarises the enforcement data of the 3 competent authorities regarding illegal bird
trapping for the months of August, September and October, the main period for bird trapping in
Cyprus, for years 2011 - 2017.
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Table 3 Summary of illegal bird trapping statistics of the competent authorities for the months of August, September and October for years 2011 - 2017

Game & Fauna Service — Larnaca & Famagusta district’

Dhekelia SBA Police Anti- Poaching Unit®

Cyprus Police Anti- Poaching Unit”

Years

IToc

croc

er1oc

rioc

sroc

910C

Z10C

Iroc

41074

eroc

141014

104

91oc

/10

Iroc

croc

e€roc

1414

1014

910C

/10

No of
trappers
arrested

N/A

N/A

N/A

No of
mist
nets’

204

311

287

235

230

195

39

361

275

227

184

181

496

154

N/A

116

N/A

116

121

164

37

No of

limestick

1
S

2,550

5,372

3,830

1,577

1,740

1,291

521

290

314

516

256

234

295

259

N/A

4,799

N/A

3,950

3,359

1,915

811

N/A: Not available
Note 1: The total number includes both trapping paraphernalia (mist nets and limesticks) collected as court evidence when an arrest takes place and from confiscations.

Note 2: Data for 2017 provided from Game & Fauna Larnaca & Famagusta district officer via email (18th December 2017).

Note 3: Data for 2017 available on SBA Administration website here (last update of statistics 4" January 2018).

Note 4: Data for 2017 provided from Sergeant of Cyprus Police Anti-poaching unit (20th February 2018).
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Game & Fauna Service — Larnaca & Famagusta district: The enforcement data for autumn 2017

show the lowest number of cases and trappers arrested since 2011 for this agency, which could be
explained and is in agreement with the findings of BirdLife Cyprus i.e. the low mist netting activity
levels recorded for Autumn 2017 within the Republic of Cyprus (see Figure 3). However, the very
low number of limesticks confiscated is particularly disappointing, especially if one were to
consider that the majority of limesticks are found within the Republic controlled areas and are still
used extensively (CABS, February 2018). Both mist nets and limesticks are illegal due to their non-
selective nature and a zero tolerance approach must be applied for both.

SBA Police Anti-Poaching Unit (APU) — Dhekelia Sovereign Base: The enforcement data for autumn
2017 show the lowest number of cases and trappers arrested since 2011 for this agency (only 6

persons were arrested during August to October 2017). The positive reduction in mist netting
activity levels recorded for Autumn 2017 within the Dhekelia SBA (see Figure 3) could explain this
lower number of arrests. Furthermore a more strategic and tactical approach has been adopted
from the SBA Police and Administration in 2017, involving a series of measures to deter and to
disrupt illegal bird trapping activity such as the buying and use of a high quality drone, the
increase of resources for the Unit, the removal of irrigation paraphernalia in Cape Pyla area and
the continuation of covert surveillance of trapping activity in collaboration with RSPB
Investigations team.

o In particular, the reduction in trapping activity with mist nets in Cape Pyla trapping
hotspot was very noticeable. For comparison during autumn 2016 in the 2 squares
surveyed within Cape Pyla area just over 100 rides for setting up mist nets were recorded,
summing up to 2km of active net rides; during autumn 2017 in the same area 33 rides
were recorded, summing up to 675 metres of active net rides. This decrease in Cape Pyla,
the worst trapping hotspot within Dhekelia SBA for many years, is due to the focus that
the SBA Police and Administration has placed on tackling the industrial scale of mist
netting taking place in this area. This includes the covert surveillance work with RSPB
Investigations team that we believe has played a major role in this reduction, in
conjunction with the deterrent court sentencing handed out by the Dhekelia SBA court
(read details in section Social and political attitudes).

Cyprus Police Anti-Poaching Unit: The enforcement data for autumn 2017 show the lowest

number of cases and trappers arrested since 2012 for this agency, which could be explained partly
as a result of the low mist netting activity levels recorded for Autumn 2017 within the Republic of
Cyprus (see Figure 3). Unfortunately, the resources of this agency were reduced to only 4 officers
(the 3 most experienced officers were removed from the unit at the end of September) and during
October this unit remained practically under-resourced, without replacing the officers, and its
performance dropping sharply as expected (read also CABS, February 2018 report).

lllegal bird trapping with mist nets was reduced during autumn 2017, based on the survey data from

BirdLife Cyprus, an encouraging outcome. Similarly, the results from enforcement action indicate

fewer arrests / prosecutions and less confiscated mist nets and limesticks compared to previous

autumn periods, which would agree to an extent with the reduced trapping activity recorded.

However, illegal bird trapping is still a widespread problem, both with limesticks and mist nets, and

enforcement agencies still need to be strengthened in order to achieve a long term halt to this
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wildlife bird crime in Cyprus. The reduction of resources of the Cyprus Police Anti-Poaching Unit
during the autumn trapping period, a unit that had developed into one of the most effective and
deterrent units in Cyprus, was unjustifiable and is very worrying; this unit has played a key role
against wildlife crime in Cyprus in their last few years, with considerable enforcement action on the
ground, and that must be supported and maintained.

lllegal bird trapping has become a demand-driven wildlife crime driven, with the trading of trapped
birds in lawbreaking restaurants being the key economic driver for organised trappers, who, as is
generally acknowledged, make thousands of euros of illegal profit every year. These restaurants selling
ambelopoulia are exclusively within the Republic. From data provided from the Cyprus Police
increased enforcement action against such restaurants took place in 2017, positive progress in
comparison to the very limited enforcement action of previous years (see Table 4).

Table 4 Summary of restaurant checks and prosecutions in Cyprus

2010" 2011° 2012" 2013' 2014 | 2015° | 2016** | 2017°
Restaurant checks 20 31 18 7 14 8 12 21
Restaurant 13 15 8 3 1 1 1 7
prosecutions

Note 1: Data source for years 2010-2013: Ombudswoman report dated 27/5/2014
(http://www.ombudsman.gov.cy/ombudsman/ombudsman.nsf/index_new/index_new?OpenForm).
Note 2: Data source: Reply from Ministry of Interior to question of Member of the Parliament Mr Perdikes (question dated
15/6/2015, ref no 23.06.010.04.629) regarding restaurant prosecutions by the Game and Fauna Service for year 2014
(http://www?2.parliament.cy/parliamentgr/008 02/by _name/gioryo_perdiki.htm).
Note 3: Data source: Reply letter from Game Service dated 11/8/2017.
Note 4: Data source: Letter from Cyprus Police headquarters dated 25" January 2018.
Restaurant check breakdown: Nicosia — 10, Limassol — 3, Larnaca — 8, Famagusta — none, Paphos — none
Restaurant prosecution breakdown: Nicosia — 5, Limassol — 1, Larnaca — 1, Famagusta — none, Paphos — none

BirdLife Cyprus believes that the situation regarding restaurant illegally serving protected species will
worsen, after the approval of the amendment in June 2017 by the Cyprus Parliament to permit
hunters to bring precooked game to be eaten in restaurants (read details in Social and political
attitudes). BirdLife Cyprus considers this new provision represents a serious loophole in the legislation,
as it will be very difficult for responsible officers to check whether the cooked birds being consumed
are game species, and, if they are, whether they have been killed by legal means, hence making the
combatting of illegal sale and consumption very difficult.

Feedback from competent authorities to BirdLife Cyprus reports

Table 5 summarises the number of reports that BirdLife Cyprus provided to the competent authorities
regarding active trapping sites and the overall feedback given by the competent authorities. The
information presented in the table below refers to active trapping sites as recorded by the survey
team (this includes all net codes, P, ANN, AUN and ASN — see Appendix 1 for net ride classification -
and sites where limesticks were found) and were reported to the competent authorities for further
action.
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Table 5 Summary of trapping reports provided to competent authorities from BirdLife Cyprus during Autumns 2012-2017

Game and Fauna Service — Larnaca & Famagusta | SBA Anti-Poaching Police Unit Cyprus Police Anti- Poaching Unit
N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N
o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = ==
N w H (6} (o)} ~ N w H w D ~ N w -y (9] (o)} ~N
Number of 50 43 33" |23 21 8 52 38 40 51 34 26 none |3 13* [ 12° |8 none
reports
Arrests 17 19 8" 11 10 N/F 9 8 6 4 5 0 N/R 1 2 1 2 N/R
(34%) | (44%) | (24%) | (48%) | (48%) (17%) | (21%) | (15%) | (8%) (15%) | (0%) (33%) | (15%) | (8%) (25%)
5 4
Confiscations” | 10 8 11 None |1 N/F 22 18 5 10 14 3 N/R N/A N/A 2 0 N/R
(20%) | (19%) | (33%) (5%) (42%) | (47%) | (15%) | (20%) | (41%) | (12%) (17%) | (0%)
CIearanceZ/ 23 16 14 12 10 N/F 21 12 29 37 15 23 N/R N/A N/A 9 6 N/R
Nothing® (46%) | (37%) | (42%) | (52%) | (48%) (40%) | (32%) | (70%) | (72%) | (44%) | (88%) (75%) | (75%)

N/R — Not relevant; N/A — Not available; N/F — No feedback provided

Note 1: Confiscations of mist nets, limesticks and/or calling devices.

Note 2: Clearance refers to collection of trapping paraphernalia such as pole bases, poles, loudspeakers, wires etc.

Note 3: ‘Nothing’ refers to reports where the competent authority checked the trapping location but reported it inactive (no nets or limesticks were found) upon its visit, hence no prosecution
or confiscation took place, or no feedback was provided.

Note 4: Two sites were reported to both the Game Service and the Cyprus Police (Autumn 2014) — both reports resulted in prosecutions and they are accounted for in the statistics of both
enforcement agencies shown above. The feedback for these two sites was provided from the Game & Fauna Service and is used to calculate the % value for the Cyprus Police.

Note 5: Two of the BirdLife Cyprus’ reports that resulted in prosecutions were for illegal shooting of bee-eaters.

Note 6: The feedback for the reported sites to the Cyprus Police APU for Autumn 2015 was provided by CABS, which worked closely with this enforcement agency during the season.
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With regards to the Game and Fauna Service, 8 locations were reported to this agency but
unfortunately no feedback was provided to BirdLife Cyprus regarding the outcome of any enforcement
action. It is assumed that no action was taken by the Game and Fauna Service to investigate the
BirdLife Cyprus reports.

With regards to the Dhekelia SBA Police Anti-poaching Unit, 26 locations were reported to this agency.
The results based on the feedback provided from the SBA Police included no arrests, 3 confiscations
and the remaining 23 locations were either cleared of trapping paraphernalia or nothing happened.
The response time of the SBA Police unit (based on the feedback provided) ranged from 1 to 30 days —
the average was 18 days, which we believe needs to be improved.

As for the Cyprus Police Anti-poaching Unit, BirdLife Cyprus did not report any trapping locations to
this agency for autumn 2017. At the end of September the officers of this unit were reduced from 7 to
4, essentially making this unit ineffective on the ground and its resources overstretched — this is also
evident from Table 3 if one compares 2017 enforcement results compared to previous years.

New reality of enforcement on the ground — on-the-spot fine provision

A major change with regards to enforcement on the ground was the voting by the Cyprus Parliament
of an amendment to the ‘Protection and Management of wild birds and game species Law of
152/2003’ law, regulating all offences as on-the-spot fines (as opposed to court prosecution). This
amendment law was passed at the end June 2017. BirdLife Cyprus expressed its opposition regarding
the change to regulate all offences as on-the-spot fines, having serious reservations over how game
wardens and police officers would be able to impose on-the-spot fines without risking their personal
safety —read relevant article here published early July 2017.

In mid- August the first deterrent on-the-spot fine was issued to a poacher / trapper, exceeding 20,000

‘{

euros, which BirdLife Cyprus welcomed in an announcement mentioning that ‘..we would be
delighted to be proved wrong..., if deterrent fines continue to be imposed...". During the period July to
December 2017, a total of 89 on-the-spot fines were issued (69 by the Game and Fauna Service, 20 by
the Cyprus Police Anti-poaching unit), summing up to a total of 267,000 euros of which about 60% has
reportedly been paid by the offenders™>. Some of the highest fines imposed, including the 20,000 euro
penalty in mid-August, have not been paid and relevant court cases have been initiated — the outcome
of these appeals and how the court will handle them is uncertain and will certainly set a precedent for

the on-the-spot approach to penalties.

We believe that these high fines have had an impact and contributed significantly to the overall
decline observed in illegal bird trapping with the use of mist nets. However, enforcement agencies
need to persist in issuing deterrent on-the-spot fines to law breakers, if illegal, non-selective
trapping is to be stopped in Cyprus. As has happened previously, prior to and just after Cyprus joining
the EU a significant decrease in bird trapping was reported due to increased enforcement on the

12 Data source: Minutes from 7™ meeting of adhoc committee under the LIFEFORBIRDS project that took place
on 14" December 2017
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ground, resulting from behind-the-scenes pressure from the EU. However, a few years later the ‘zero
tolerance’ approach was no longer applied and trapping levels increased dramatically (see Figure 2).

Furthermore, as BirdLife Cyprus had feared, 3 incident attacks on game wardens / police officers took
place over the last few months, which according to media reports have been linked to poaching and
illegal bird trapping networks exacting retribution from the imposition of high fines:
e On 13 June 2017, a grenade attack took place at the Dhekelia SBA Police station — relevant
article here,
e On 25 September 2017, an explosive device exploded outside the home of a game warden
at Skarinou village (Larnaca district) — relevant article (in Greek) here,
e On 1 February 2018, four cars and a prefabricated house in an agricultural plot, all
belonging to a Forestry Department employee and his family, were set alight and
completely destroyed in the Larnaca district — relevant article here.

The incidents highlight that illegal bird-trapping and poaching is a multi-million-euro business and the
perpetrators aggressively defend their illicit earnings, adopting intimidation and terror tactics both
towards the law enforcement agencies but also towards environmental organisations. And this is why
enforcement agencies, both in the Cyprus Republic and UK SBAs, whose efforts to fight against this
wildlife crime are acknowledged by BirdLife Cyprus, need to be strengthened and supported to
continue to enforce the law to its full extent.

Despite the very high fines for mist netting activity stipulated in the new amendment, the fines for the
possession and use of limesticks are much lower, at ONLY 200 euros for the possession of up to 72
limesticks (1% of the maximum penalty of 20,000 euros stipulated in the relevant legislation). The
original proposal was for 10% i.e. 2,000 euros. However, during the discussions at the Environment
Committee of the Cyprus Parliament this was sadly watered down. BirdLife Cyprus believes this was
due to pressure from pro-trapping lobby groups. We believe that this very low fine for limestick
possession and use is non-deterrent and is effectively a message of decriminalisation of this non-
selective method, creating a loophole in the legislation for limestick trappers to continue this illegal
practice.

Social and political attitudes

Overview for year 2017

The issue of illegal bird trapping was covered very extensively by the media during 2017 (see Appendix
5), with developments taking place both in the Republic (e.g. the passing of the law amendment at the
Cyprus Parliament in June 2017 and high on-the-spot fines, protests by hunting and pro-trapping
groups, reduction of the Cyprus Police APU during October from 7 to 4 officers, attacks to game
warden and forest employee) and in the Dhekelia Sovereign Base Areas (e.g. issuing of deterrent court
fines, continuation of covert surveillance, use of drone to detect bird trapping activity, grenade attack
incident). Well-known anti-illegal bird killing campaigner Chris Packham and his film crew visited
Cyprus in late September / early October 2017 for the second consecutive autumn, following up on
the illegal bird trapping activity with a focus on the situation in the Dhekelia SBA area — see relevant
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video clip on Packham’s website ‘Cyprus. Massacre on Migration 2017’ here, where BirdLife Cyprus
was also interviewed.

Developments in the Republic of Cyprus

One of the major developments during 2017 relating to the Republic of Cyprus was the approval of
the highly controversial amendment ‘The Protection and Management of Wild Birds and Game
Species (Amendment) Law of 2016' by the Cyprus Parliament, which was passed with a shocking 36
votes for and only 4 against on 30 June 2017, after nearly a year of discussion at the Environment
Committee of the Cyprus Parliamentary (relevant article here). BirdLife Cyprus, together with other
environmental NGOs, opposed to this law amendment from the beginning, as it was introducing a
series of relaxations and loopholes relating to hunting and illegal bird trapping, including the following
(relevant article here):
e On-the-spot fine regulation for all offences — the environmental NGOs had serious concerns
over its practical implementation on the ground by the law enforcement agencies,
e Possession and use of limesticks - trappers caught with up to 72 limesticks would be liable to
a fine of ONLY 200 euros, a penalty that is neither deterrent nor punishment. We consider this
provision an indirect message of decriminalisation of limesticks to the supporters of this illegal
practice, and
e Game consumption in restaurants - hunters to be permitted to take their pre-cooked game to
restaurants and to consume it there. We consider that this provision would effectively
'legalise' the offer of game and protected birds species in restaurants, as it will be impossible
for law enforcement agencies to check whether the cooked birds being consumed are a game
species, as well as to check whether game has been killed by legal means or with the use of
non-selective methods.

Regarding the on-the-spot fine regulation BirdLife Cyprus had expressed its opposition and had serious
reservations over how law enforcement agents would be able to impose on-the-spot fines without
risking their personal safety. However, during the period July to December 2017 a total of 89 on-the-
spot fines were issued (69 by the Game and Fauna Service, 20 by the Cyprus Police Anti-poaching
unit), some in the order of thousands of euros. This is very encouraging, however enforcement
agencies need to persist in issuing deterrent on-the-spot fines to law breakers, if illegal, non-
selective trapping is to be stopped in Cyprus. Furthermore the 3 separate incident attacks on law
enforcement agents highlight that illegal bird-trapping and poaching is a multi-million-euro business
and the perpetrators aggressively defend their illicit earnings, adopting intimidation and terror tactics,
and stress the need to further strengthen and support agencies in order to continue to enforce the
law to its full extent (read details in section New reality of enforcement on the ground — on-the-spot
fine provision).

Furthermore a series of other developments that have followed after the voting of the new
amendment law highlight that not only there is a lack of political will from the Cyprus government to
address effectively illegal bird trapping, but there is tolerance and understanding at satisfying the
demands of the pro trapping lobby:

27


https://www.chrispackham.co.uk/news/cyprus-massacre-on-migration-2017
https://birdlifecyprus.org/news-details/policy/MPs-approve-controversial-hunting-law-amendment
https://birdlifecyprus.org/news-details/in-the-press/approval-of-hunting-law-amendment

e At the end of September 2017 three of its most experienced police officers within the Cyprus
Police Anti-poaching unit were removed, hence reducing its resources from 7 to 4 officers for
the remaining of the autumn trapping season — this move practically made the unit ineffective
in terms of enforcement on the ground,

e Two protests / demonstrations were held by hunting and pro trapping lobby groups in
Famagusta district, one on 20" September 2017 in Liopetri village and the second on 18
October 2017 in Paralimni. The second in particular was attended by a few thousand people,
and amongst the demands and issues raised the following were included: legalisation of
hunting with limesticks, the restructuring of the Cyprus Police Anti-poaching unit, the very
high on-the-spot fines that are being issued resulting from the new amendment law, the
termination of activists’ action in Cyprus, the creation of list of bird species, including the
blackcap, that would be permitted to hunt etc. Relevant media coverage of the Paralimni
protest available here (in Greek) and here (in English),

o Following the Paralimni protest a delegation from the hunting and pro trapping groups had a
meeting with the Cyprus President on the 27" October 2017 to present to him their demands
(media video clip here in Greek) — accordingly to the media coverage the Cyprus President
showed understanding to the majority of the issues raised in that meeting.

e On the 8" November a law proposal was discussed at the Environment Committee of the
Cyprus Parliament, in closed session, after being prepared by the Game and Fauna Service and
submitted and signed by all the Members of the specific committee. In this proposal a series
of new provisions for further relaxations to the bird protection law were being proposed,
which were satisfying the demands of the hunting community and the pro trapping lobby
resulting from the Paralimni protest (relevant article here). This disastrous law proposal has
been put on hold for now, to be discussed after the presidential elections (which were held
end January 2018).

e Sadly three of the five main presidential candidates pledged their support for the legalisation
of bird trapping with limesticks, when they were asked in mid-November by a local newspaper
(relevant article here). It is noted that the recently re-elected President Nikos Anastasiades
was one of the candidates that pledged his support to the legalisation of bird trapping,
something that he had also done in the previous elections of 2013"%.

BirdLife Cyprus believes that in the last year there has been a huge setback at the political level to
address the issue of illegal bird trapping from the Cyprus government. On the one hand, deterrent on-
the-spot fines have been issued in the second half of 2017, following the voting of the new
amendment law, an encouraging start. The efforts of the enforcement agencies are fully
acknowledged. These efforts need to continue and to be strengthened, especially after the attack
incidents that have occurred in the last few months, if illegal bird trapping is to be stopped. On the
other hand, the developments of the last few months are very worrying, creating loopholes in the
legislation and passing the general message of decriminalisation of bird trapping, particularly for
limesticks with the introduction of non-deterrent fines for their possession and use. This was even
more evident during a TV interview of the Cyprus Minister of Environment Mr Nicos Kouyialis on the
20" October 2017, following the visit of European Commissioner Mr Karmenu Vella on the 16"
October 2017, when the Minister mentioned that the issue of illegal bird trapping will be discussed

'* Data source: Politis newspaper, 14™ October 2012 article title ‘The 10 taboos of the presidential elections’.
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from start with the European Commission in order to find a solution to this issue. However the official
statements of Commissioner Vella on this issue (read interview here) were very different to what the
Cyprus Minister had implied during that interview, who said that “...Trapping with limesticks...is simply
illegal... A number of Member States face the challenge of ensuring that the hunting of birds is
sustainable. Several already made the transition to adapt their practices and it is important that we do
not allow double standards...".

Finally BirdLife Cyprus believes that the other major law amendment change, the possibility of game
consumption in restaurants, will reverse any positive progress that has been achieved in terms of the
decrease of illegal bird trapping in Cyprus during autumn 2017. We call upon the Cyprus Government
and the Cyprus Parliament to withdraw this possibility for game consumption in restaurants, as well as
the provision for very low fines for limestick possession and use, from the relevant legislation for “The
Protection and Management of Wild Birds and Game Species Law”. We also consider that these
provisions are in breach of the Birds Directive (2009/147/EC) and are very likely to cause “headaches”
with the European Commission, including the referral of Cyprus Government to the European Court of
Justice as has already happened with France and Malta for similar breaches of the Birds Directive.

Developments in the Eastern (Dhekelia) Sovereign Base Area

In the last few years the increased commitment of the SBA Administration to stopping industrial scale
trapping within the Dhekelia SBA had been apparent. These measures have been part of a strategy /
action plan to stop illegal bird trapping and has been drawn jointly between the SBA Administration
and the SBA Police. During 2017 a series of new measures were implemented as part of the anti-
trapping action plan including, amongst others, the increase of bail levels for offenders, exclusion
orders for convicted trappers, the buying of a drone to use for detecting trapping activity, an increase
of police resources within the SBA Police anti-trapping unit and the removal of irrigation paraphernalia
in Cape Pyla — a relevant interview from SBA Police Chief Constable to Chris Packham outlining these
measures available here.

Furthermore covert surveillance work has continued for a second consecutive year with the
collaboration between the SBA Police and the RSPB Investigations team. During autumn 2016, with
the use of covert cameras, 7 trapping locations in the core trapping hotspot of Cape Pyla were
monitored and 19 individuals were caught on camera undertaking illegal bird trapping with mist nets.
All 7 cases have now been concluded, and in some cases deterrent court fines were handed out by the
SBA Dhekelia court, including fines of up to 6,600 euros and 3,200 Euros and a 20 month jail sentence
suspended for 3 years for two individuals — details of the court sentences for these 7 cases found here.
The impact of these court sentences was evident during the autumn 2017 trapping season, since none
of the seven locations covertly surveyed with hidden cameras during autumn 2016 were active in
autumn 2017, a clear indication that trappers have been deterred from reactivating these trapping
sites. Encouragingly, many other traditional trapping sites were also inactive in the hard core trapping
area of Cape Pyla. Both BirdLife Cyprus and RSPB believe that the covert surveillance program and the
much higher court sentences that followed, in conjunction with all the above-mentioned measures,
have contributed significantly to the reduction of trapping activity with mist nets observed during
autumn 2017 within the Dhekelia SBA areas (see Figure 3).
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This reduction in trapping activity within the Dhekelia SBA is welcomed and encouraging, following the
record breaking trapping activity levels recorded during autumn 2016. However it is unfortunate that
there was no continuation to the efforts on acacia removal from Cape Pyla during 2017. The hiatus in
this vital effort followed the October 2016 protests from the local community against acacia cutting.
BirdLife Cyprus and RSPB believe that any medium to long term halting of industrial scale trapping
with mist nets within the Dhekelia SBA will only be achieved with the continuation of the acacia
removal programme, which has been put on hold since then. BirdLife Cyprus and RSPB believe that,
with the very low trapping activity detected during autumn 2017 in Cape Pyla, coupled with signs of
abandonment of some acacia patches previously used for mist netting in that area, is the ideal window
of opportunity for the SBA Administration to restart the acacia removal programme in 2018. Moreover
the habitat restoration of Cape Pyla is a responsibility deriving from the designation of Cape Pyla as a
Special Area of Conservation (SAC) (read more details here), which took place in December 2015.

The RSPB has undertaken an independent assessment of the non-native acacia within the SAC. This
compared the amount acacia considered suitable for bird trapping in autumn 2015 (prior to the start
of the clearance work) with that present in April 2017. This report has been recently provided to the
SBA authorities for review. They have acknowledged receipt of the report and confirmed their desire
to work with the RSPB and BirdLife Cyprus to establish the precise situation with the remaining acacia.
Going forward, it is hoped this information can help with the development of a habitat management
plan to ensure the permanent eradication of invasive acacia in the SAC.
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4. Discussion & Recommendations

Autumn 2017 showed a decrease in trapping levels with mist nets, which is a very welcome
development, but in no way can it be assumed that the problem of illegal bird trapping has been
solved as similar reductions have been recorded in the past. Prior to and just after Cyprus joining the
European Union (EU) a significant decrease in bird trapping was recorded due to increased
enforcement effort on the ground, resulting, at the time, from behind-the-scenes pressure from the
EU to tackle this problem. However, a few years later the zero tolerance approach was no longer
applied, and subsequently trapping levels increased dramatically. It is therefore vital that the positive
results of 2017 be built upon and ‘nailed down’ through ongoing enforcement action at all levels, to
ensure no slide back to higher trapping levels.

BirdLife Cyprus believes that the positive results of autumn 2017 are the result of effective
enforcement on the ground, backed up by much more deterrent sentencing for offenders and
operations targeting trapping habitat (acacia plantations) in key trapping hot-spots. These efforts must
continue if the corner is to be truly turned on the trapping issue. BirdLife Cyprus will at the same time
continue its efforts to build support for an end to trapping, including a continuation of the NGO's
growing focus on awareness-raising and education.

Recommendations
In conclusion, BirdLife Cyprus stresses the following actions and measures as priorities that need to
take place in 2018 and calls upon decision makers to prioritise their undertaking:

e the Cyprus Government to strengthen and to support the competent authorities, including
the Cyprus Police Anti-poaching unit, in order to continue to enforce the law to its full extent
and to continue issuing deterrent on-the-spot fines, as well as increased and consistent
enforcement action against law-breaking restaurants serving illegal ambelopoulia
“delicacies” (to address demand),

e the Cyprus Parliament to revisit the amendment to the “Protection and Management of Wild
Birds and Game Species” law voted in June 2017, in order to withdraw the possibility for
game consumption in restaurants, as well as the provision for very low fines for limestick
possession and use. BirdLife Cyprus considers that these provisions are in breach of the EU
Birds Directive (2009/147/EC).

e the Cyprus Government to immediately start the implementation of the Strategic Plan for
tackling illegal bird trapping (with the removal of the ‘alternative plan’ derogation), which has
been pending since May 2015, and

e the SBA Administration to continue with enhanced enforcement efforts (including cooperation
with the RSPB Investigations team) and restart its acacia removal programme in Cape Pyla,
while continuing with the removal of the associated irrigation systems and moving to draw up
a habitat management plan for the long-term eradication of invasive acacia on the Cape.
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Appendix 1

Methodology of the trapping surveillance programme

Survey area and sampling strategy

The surveillance project began in 2002 with the coverage of 60 sample squares (each 1x1 km) chosen
at random from within a 261 km2 study area, which covered most of the Famagusta/Eastern Larnaca
area and the Ayios Theodoros — Maroni area.

In 2005, the monitoring became more targeted, focusing on habitat suitable for trapping. Each 1 km
square within the study area was classified as either a ‘possible bird trapping area’ or ‘unlikely bird
trapping area’ based solely on the presence or absence of vegetation suitable for setting limesticks or
nets. Surveillance subsequently took place in ‘possible’ squares only. Some 44 of the original 60
sample squares were ‘possible bird trapping area’ squares under the new classification. These 44
squares were kept, with another 16 new squares chosen randomly to bring the total sample to 60
again.

Then, in 2007, the survey area was expanded to cover 295 km2 for Famagusta/Eastern Larnaca area
and 111 km2 for Ayios Theodoros — Maroni area, bringing the total survey area to 406 km2. This was
done after preliminary surveys in autumn 2006 found evidence of extensive trapping on the margins
of the original (261 km2) survey area. The sample size was expanded to 100 squares (40 new squares
were randomly chosen) to allow for this extension of the survey area. Out of the 406 1 km2 squares of
the expanded survey area, 301 have been classified as ‘possible bird trapping area’ squares.

The random selection of sample squares is stratified to ensure representative coverage of areas under
SBA, Republic of Cyprus and “Joint” jurisdiction (squares where the two jurisdictions meet). In terms of
the analysis of the survey data BirdLife Cyprus is using the TRIM (TRends & Indices for Monitoring
data) programme, which enables the analysis of time series of counts with missing observations (read
more about TRIM in Appendix 4.

Surveying for trapping activity

Surveying consists of a two-man team systematically searching for evidence of illegal trapping activity
in the randomly selected one by one kilometre squares. The time taken to survey each square is
recorded, as are weather patterns and the presence or absence of large numbers of migrant birds.

For safety reasons (avoidance of possible confrontation with trappers) the BC observers do not go out
in the field at dawn, which is the main period of trapping activity, but carry out surveys between 09:00
and 17:00. Each sample square is surveyed only once each season, partly for safety reasons
(minimising the risk of the observers becoming known to trappers) and partly because repeat
sampling of each square has no particular value when it comes to analysis of the collected data.
Opportunistic observations are also made in the surroundings of squares where mist netting is
suspected. Trapping activity includes:

e mist netting activity, which is the main focus of the surveillance programme of BirdLife Cyprus.
This is calculated using the total length of active net rides recorded within the survey area;
and

e limesticks, using the total number of active limesticks found within the survey area.
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Mist nets

The two observers carry out a thorough search of all habitat patches suitable for the setting of mist
nets (i.e. all areas with bushes and/or trees) within each sample square. The observers record all direct
and indirect evidence of mist net and tape lure use and of net ride preparation and use (e.g. cleared
corridors within vegetation for putting up nets, presence of pole bases). The codes used for the
various categories of mist netting activity and tape lure use are given below, as are the codes used for
recording the type of habitat where trapping activity is detected. The surveyors note cases where they
come across enclosed (fenced) areas that they cannot see into at all, or cannot see into well enough to

survey fully.

Box 1 Key to survey codes used for the field

Net code

O —oldride

P —ride recently prepared

ANN — active no nets present
AUN — active unset net present
ASN — active set net present

IUN —inactive unset net present

The main net ride classifications are described below:

Habitat code
A —acacia

C —citrus

E — eucalyptus
F —fig
J—mulberry
O —olive

M —maquis

P — pomegranate

K —carob
Cy —cypress
L — lentisk

S — syrian plum

Tape lure code

P —tale lure present, playing

L — loudspeakers present

Y — tape lure present, not playing
U —unknown

W — electrical wires associated
with tape lures

B — car battery present

e Prepared (P): A net ride that is clearly ready to be used but there is no evidence e.g. bird
feathers, blood stains, thrown pebbles, to suggest illegal activity was taking place the previous
night / morning (see Figure 4),

e Active No Net (ANN): A net ride that from the evidence found e.g. bird feathers, blood stains,
thrown pebbles, indicates that illegal activity was taking place the previous night / morning
but no net is present (see Figure 5),

e Active Unset Net present (AUN): A net ride where the trapper has left the mist net on the

poles but it is furled i.e. the mist net is not stretched up for catching birds but lowered down

(or the net is placed e.g. under a tree) (see Figure 6), and

e Active Set Net present (ASN): A net ride where the trapper has left the mist net set on the

poles and it is ready for catching birds (see Figure 7).
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Figure 5: Active No Net ride (ANN) with poles, bases, feathers & signs of trampling in an olive grove
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Figure 7: Active Set Net present (ASN) —corridors in orchards are often used for mist netting

Limesticks

While the main effort of the observers is to locate evidence of mist netting, all evidence of limestick
activity is also recorded. Limesticks are much harder to locate in the field than mist nets and are often
set in a different habitat to mist nets. In addition, incidental evidence for limestick use is hard to
detect (though trees pruned to hold limesticks are readily identifiable). It is impractical to search
entire 1 km2 sample squares for limesticks due to the time consuming nature of the task. The protocol
is therefore for the observers to look out for limesticks while concentrating on surveying for mist
netting activity.
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Appendix 2

Survey data for autumn 2017

Confidential information — provided upon request
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Appendix 3

Estimation of numbers of birds caught during autumn 2017

The following key assumptions are applied for the estimation of the birds killed:

. 12 metres is the assumed average length for a mist net

. 20 birds are caught per 12-m net per day (Magnin, 1986 )

. 0.5 birds are caught per limestick per day

. 60 days is the duration of the trapping period for spring and autumn seasons

o 50% scaling factor — applied for spring estimates to account for a lower number of
migrating birds passing via Cyprus compared to the autumn

o 301 are the possible bird trapping squares within the survey area as identified from the

surveillance programme in 2007 (the random sample of squares surveyed by BirdLife

Cyprus is taken from these 301 squares)

. 75% of illegal trapping activity for all of Cyprus takes place within the survey area (based
on input from enforcement authorities and other experts)
. Net ride categories ‘“ANN’ (Active No Nets), ‘ASN’ (Active Set Nets) and ‘AUN’ (Active Unset

Nets) nets are assumed that they are active every day during the trapping season (read

Appendix 1 for details on net ride classification).

o Note: Net ride category ‘P’ (Prepared) is not taken into account for the estimation of
numbers of birds killed anymore, following the recommendation of BTO science
experts (BTO report, July 2015) to revise slightly the equation.

Using the above assumptions the bird death toll is estimated as follows for autumn:
For nets = [(Total length of ANN+AUN+ASN rides)] / (average length of a net) x (20 birds per net per
day) x (total number of ‘possible bird trapping area’ squares / number of squares surveyed) x (length
of trapping season in days)

=[(800+18+79] / (12) x (20) x (301/60) x (60)

= 449,995 birds could have been caught within the survey area in mist nets.

For limesticks = (Total number of limesticks found) x (0.5 birds per limestick per day) x (total number
of ‘possible bird trapping area’ squares / number of squares surveyed) x (length of trapping season in
days)

=56 x0.5 x(301/60) x 60

= 8,428 birds caught within the survey area on limesticks

In total 458,423 birds could have been killed in mist nets and on limesticks within the survey area
during autumn 2017. Assuming that the survey area accounts for 75% of the trapping activity in
Cyprus, the bird death toll across Cyprus is:

= 458,423 / 75%

= 611,231 birds could have been killed in nets and on limesticks across all Cyprus during autumn
2017.

38



Jurisdiction analysis for trapping activity for mist netting — index values presented (see Figure 3)
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Appendix 4
TRIM model description

TRIM (TRends & Indices for Monitoring data) is a program for the analysis of time series of counts with
missing observations. The program can be used to estimate indices and trends and to assess the
effects of covariates on these indices and trends. TRIM analyses time series of counts, using Poisson
regression and produces estimates of yearly indices and trends (Panneloek & van Strien 2005). If
observations are missing, TRIM estimates the missing values on the basis of changes observed on plots
that were monitored.

In other words, TRIM enables us to use the data from all the trapping survey squares ever surveyed
under the BirdLife Cyprus surveillance programme during the autumn period, in total 104 squares,
even though these squares were not all covered each autumn season. The programme “fills in” missing
values for squares that were not covered in a particular year on the basis of the general trend derived
from the data as a whole. The TRIM software (freely available from http://www.ebcc.info/trim.html) is

very widely used for analysis of field data from ecological or biological studies. It works as an index,
setting the first year of a time series of data the value of 100 (in this case year 2002) and showing up
or down changes in subsequent years relative to this value of 100.

TRIM program allows the user to select various models to undertake the analysis: a) Model 1: No time-
effects, b) Model 2: Linear (switching) trend, and c) Model 3: Effects for each time-point. For the
analysis presented in this report BirdLife Cyprus has selected Model 2, following the advice of RSPB
senior conservation scientist Mr Simon Wotton. Below is an explanation of why.

Which model should one use: the time-effects model or the linear trend model? (Panneloek & van

Strien 2005)

The time effects model (= year effects model in case the time points are years) estimates parameters

for each separate year and should be chosen if one wants to assess indices for each year. The linear
trend model should be chosen if one is interested in testing whether a trend has happened across a
number of years, by selecting one or more years as changepoints. The linear trend model should also
be chosen when the data are too sparse to run the time effects model. Using the linear trend model
also allows testing trends before and after particular changepoints. Options are (1) to test trends
before and after a priori selected changepoints or (2) to let TRIM search for the substantial
changepoints by using the stepwise procedure. If all years are selected as changepoints, the linear
trend model is equivalent to the time effects model (although it results in a description in terms of
trend slope parameters rather than time point parameters). Note that the linear trend model also
produces indices for each year, but not necessarily based on yearly parameters as in the time effects
model. Instead of yearly parameters, the linear trend uses the trend across a number of years to
approximate the indices.

BirdLife Cyprus has used the ‘Linear trend model by using the stepwise procedure and with all years

selected as changepoints’ for the trend analysis presented in this report, following the
recommendation of RSPB senior conservation scientist Mr Simon Wotton.
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The linear trend model can be run without any changepoints selected. Thereby it imputes missing
counts based on the trend over the whole period studied. Be careful in using the model without any
changepoints; the resulting indices might be unrealistic (this is the key point why this approach was
not recommended and all years were selected as changepoints).
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Appendix 5
Shortlist of media coverage related to illegal bird trapping for 2017

e politis = XauUmTOUAAGG XwpPLg AdyLa KoL PE auTTEAOTIOUAL OTO MOTHPL
http://politis.com.cy/article/champoulas-choris-logia-ke-me-ampelopouli-sto-potiri 01/02/2017

e in-cyprus —Bases remove illegal acacia to stop bird trapping http://in-cyprus.com/bases-remove-
illegal-acacia-to-stop-bird-trapping/ 01/02/2017

e cyprus-mail —Anti-trapping activists attacked poachers http://cyprus-mail.com/2017/02/01/anti-
bird-trapping-activists-attacked-poachers/ 01/02/2017

o dialogos —Koputowov : MpokAnon yia tnv Kumpo, n epappoyn tng nepLBAAAOVTLKAG TTOALTIKAG
http://dialogos.com.cy/blog/komision-proklisi-gia-tin-kipro-i-efarmogi-tis-perivallontikis-politikis-
tis-ee/#.WJmH59J97IU 06/02/2017

e in-cyprus “UNFICYP warn hunters against hunting in buffer zone http://in-cyprus.com/unficyp-
warn-hunters-against-hunting-in-buffer-zone/ 24/02/2017

e antliwo Kataox£nkav 16KkAQ VOPKWTLKA
http://www.antliwo.com/news/cyprus/article/263652/sto-dikastirio-32hronos-gia-upotheseis-
narkotikon-aerovolou-meson-pagideusis-ptinon-/ 25/02/2017

e in-cyprus —Dhekelia bases police arrest 78 for bird trapping http://in-cyprus.com/dhekelia-bases-
police-arrest-78-for-bird-trapping/ 04/04/2017

e dialogos — AANGTeL 0 VOUOG yLa TNV pallkn Bripeucn aypLwv MTNVWVY Kal Bnpapdtwy
http://dialogos.com.cy/blog/allazi-o-nomos-gia-ti-maziki-thirefsi-agrion-ptinon-ke-
thiramaton/#.WT5BTZKGPIU 09/06/2017

e sigmalive —Bdoelg AekéAelag: 2e e€EALEN N EpELVA OXETLKA HE TNV £KPNEN
http://www.sigmalive.com/news/local/437372/vaseis-dekeleias-se-ekseliksi-i-erevna-sxetika-me-
tin-ekriksi 13/06/2017

e in-cyprus —MPs attempting to push ambelopoulia hunting law http://in-cyprus.com/mps-
attempting-to-push-ambelopoulia-hunting-law/ 15/06/2017

e cyprus-mail — Objections controversial song bird bill http://cyprus-
mail.com/2017/06/15/objections-controversial-song-bird-bill/ 15/06/2017

o famagusta-gazette —Hidden cams catch bird trappers poaching in Cyprus http://famagusta-
gazette.com/hidden-cams-catch-bird-trappers-poaching-in-cyprus-p40834-69.htm 19/06/2017

e cyprus-mail —Controversial bill aims tackle bird trapping http://cyprus-
mail.com/2017/06/28/controversial-bill-aims-tackle-bird-trapping/ 28/06/2017

e in-cyprus —Mps set to discuss controversial hunting law on Friday http://in-cyprus.com/mps-set-
to-discuss-controversial-hunting-law-on-friday/ 29/06/2017

e cyprus-mail —House votes controversial bird trapping bill law _http://cyprus-
mail.com/2017/06/30/house-votes-controversial-bird-trapping-bill-law/ 30/06/2017

e cyprus-mail —Cyprus warned over new bird trapping law http://cyprus-
mail.com/2017/07/03/cyprus-warned-new-bird-trapping-law/ 03/07/2017

e cyprus-mail —Bases remove irrigation pipes used bird trappers http://cyprus-
mail.com/2017/07/27 /bases-remove-irrigation-pipes-used-bird-trappers/ 27/07/2017

e in-cyprus — Larnaca man faces 20 000 euros fine for poaching http://in-cyprus.com/larnaca-man-
faces-e20000-fine-for-poaching/ 10/08/2017

e philenews — MNupoBoAnoe otov agpa yLo vo Stwéel Toug aktLpLoteg tng CABS
http://www.philenews.com/koinonia/eidiseis/article/430451/pyrobolise-ston-aera-ga-na-dioxei-
aktibistes-tis-cabs 15/09/2017
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http://cyprus-mail.com/2017/07/27/bases-remove-irrigation-pipes-used-bird-trappers/
http://cyprus-mail.com/2017/07/27/bases-remove-irrigation-pipes-used-bird-trappers/
http://in-cyprus.com/larnaca-man-faces-e20000-fine-for-poaching/
http://in-cyprus.com/larnaca-man-faces-e20000-fine-for-poaching/
http://www.philenews.com/koinonia/eidiseis/article/430451/pyrobolise-ston-aera-ga-na-dioxei-aktibistes-tis-cabs
http://www.philenews.com/koinonia/eidiseis/article/430451/pyrobolise-ston-aera-ga-na-dioxei-aktibistes-tis-cabs

dialogos - Mapadidouv ta ekAoyLkd Toug BLBALApLA OL KUVNYOL 0TO ALOTIETPL
http://dialogos.com.cy/blog/paradidoun-ta-eklogika-tous-vivliaria-i-kinigi-
liopetriou/#.WcDE9vM|HIU 18/09/2017

cyprus-mail — Cypriot hunters “ being hunted” by the law, left ‘helpless and unprotected’, they say
http://cyprus-mail.com/2017/09/20/cypriot-hunters-hunted-law-left-helpless-unprotected-say/
20/09/2017

sigmalive — Kovtpapmavrto unmokdopou n MMAA otnv AaBpobnpia
http://www.sigmalive.com/news/local/460259/kontrampanto-ypokosmou-mmad-sti-lathrothiria
08/10/2017

dialogos —Evtovn avnouyia tou Mtnvoloytkot ZuvbEauou yia peAwv MMAA e UTLOKOGOWO OTNV
AaBpobnpla http://dialogos.com.cy/blog/entoni-anisichia-ptinologikou-sindesmou-gia-diaploki-
melon-mmad-me-ipokosmo-sti-lathrothiria/#.Wecoqg4-CzIU 12/10/2017

alphanews — Ztnv Kimpo o Emitpomnog MeptpdArovtoc tng EE yla emionun eniokedn
http://alphanews.live/politics/sten-kypro-o-epitropos-periballontos-tes-ee-gia-episeme-episkepse
16/10/2017

alphanews — Auvayikr ekdAHAWON TwV 0PYAVWHEVWVY KUVNYWV ooy e oto MapaAipvt
http://alphanews.live/cyprus/dynamike-ekdelose-ton-organomenon-kynegon-apopse-sto-
paralimni-binteo 18/10/2017

kathimerini — MeydAn Slapaptupia kuvnywv oto MapaAipvt
http://www.kathimerini.com.cy/gr/kypros/megali-diamartyria-kynigwn-sto-paralimni 18/10/2017
politis - H BouAn EnAwvel Tov vopo yla to kuvhyL http://politis.com.cy/article/i-vouli-xiloni-ton-
nomo-gia-to-kinigi 06/11/2017

cyprus-mail — Parliament set to water down strict new hunting law http://cyprus-
mail.com/2017/11/10/parliament-set-water-strict-new-hunting-law/ 10/11/2017

reporter — Négg katayyeAieg yia tnv StadBopd atnv MMAA
http://www.reporter.com.cy/police/article/272653/nees-katangelies-ga-ti-diafthora-stin-mmad-o-
lags-me-ta-kremmydakia-kai-to-binteo 21/11/2017
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