PRESS RELEASE
1 in 3 parliamentary candidates pledge to protect nature
Nicosia, 19 May 2016
With parliamentary elections just around the corner, BirdLife Cyprus announces today the results
of its online campaign #WeNatureCy for the protection of Cyprus’ nature.
The campaign called on the candidates to pledge for the protection of nature, by adopting BirdLife
Cyprus’ manifesto, and also gave citizens the opportunity to unite their voices for its protection on
social media.
Despite the fact that the citizens' response was overwhelming, with the campaign video having
received more than 600 shares and more than 30,000 views, only 139 candidates out of the 493
supported BirdLife Cyprus’ campaign, a percentage that corresponds to 28%. The results suggest
that the position of certain parties in matters related to the protection of nature is consistent with
that of their candidates, as it becomes apparent through the number of pledges submitted,
whereas in other cases, the candidates who have signed the manifesto seem to be the exception.
The candidates were asked to support BirdLife Cyprus’ manifesto and pledge their commitment to
7 key-points relating to the protection of nature, if elected to the new parliament.
More specifically, the 139 candidates who signed the manifesto pledged to promote training and
learning about nature, the creation of jobs related to the protection of nature, to uphold the law,
and defend the implementation of all laws that protect nature, especially for what concerns
killing of migratory birds, to promote measures for the management of all Natura 2000 sites and
to protect Akamas Peninsula against degradation. The candidates also pledged to promote the
reduction of chemicals used in nature or in farming and to support the expansion of sustainable
farming.
The 139 candidates who pledged to protect nature are broken down as follows: 56/56 (100%)
candidates from AKEL (pledged through a party statement), 56/56 (100%) candidates from Cyprus
Greens – Citizens Cooperation, 4/14 (21%) from the Animal Party, 4/21 (19%) from Simea, 8/56
(14%) from Allileggii, 5/56 (9%) Symmaxia Politon, 1/16 (6%) from O.A.D, 2/56 (4%) from DISY,
2/56 (4%) from EDEK and 1/36 (3%) from ELAM. The names of the candidates who have pledged
their commitment to the protection of Cyprus nature can be found on
www.wenaturecy.com/signatures
BirdLife Cyprus Executive Director Dr Clairie Papazoglou remarked that "The new parliament needs
politicians with vision, who consider the protection of nature, and the environment in general, a top
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priority and who through protecting the environment impartially promote the long-term prosperity
of our country and its people."
BirdLife supports all candidates who have adopted this manifesto and calls on voters to vote so
that nature and its protection are also among the winners of the upcoming elections.
#WeNatureCy campaign is funded by the Champions of the Flyway Bird Race which is organized
jointly by BirdLife International and the SPNI (BirdLife in Israel).
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For further information please contact:
Elena Markitani, Development Officer 22455072 elena.markitani@birdlifecyprus.org.cy
Notes to the Editors:
1)

2)

BirdLife Cyprus is a registered, non-governmental, not for profit organisation (NGO) that
dedicates itself to the conservation of wild birds and their habitats in Cyprus. It was formed
in 2003 through the merge of the two Cyprus Ornithological Societies and now has offices
in Strakka, Nicosia comprised by professional staff. http://www.birdlifecyprus.org/
BirdLife
Cyprus’
manifesto
to
candidates
is
available
here:
http://wenaturecy.com/manifesto/BirdLife_Cyprus_manifesto_for_pronature_candidates_GR_sig.pdf
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