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NepiAnyn

Ta EUPHMATO TOU TIPOYPAUUATOG CUCGTNUATIKAG TtapakoAolBnong umoypauuilouv pla emituyia otnv
npootacio Tou meptlBaiiovtog, Ye Tn Slaocwon dekAdwV XIALASWV MTNVWV, o€ cUYKPLON WE Ta emineda
nayidevong Twv TPONYoUHEVWV €Twv. H emtuyia aut eilval omotéAecpa TNg OTEVAG Kol
QTTOTEAEOUATLKAG ouvepyaoiag PeTatl Twv apuodiwv apXwv Kot Twv MKOC, Kol CUYKEKPLUEVA TOU
KAtpakiou Natagng AaBpobnpiag Twv Bpetavikwv Bdoswv.

MapoAa auTd, UTIAPXOUV TPELC ONUOVTLKEG TLUAALELS Yo Ta KOAQ VEQ TTOU Ttopoucitalovtol eSw.

1. O eKTIHWHEVOC OPLOUOC TWV TITNVWY Tou Bavatwdnkav amd TV mapdvoun mayldeuon oTLg
Bpetavikég Baoelg (c.121.000) mopapével uPnAotepn amod TOV EKTUUWHUEVO OpPLOUO yla TN
Anuokpartia (c.84.000).

2. Aev UTIAPXEL XWPOC ylo epnouxacud, kabwg n ayopd kot n {Atnon ywo opmelomnovAla
e€akoAouBel va uTtapyeL Kal TOPAPEVEL VAL €lval TILKEPSNC, OOTE OMOLOSATIOTE «XaAApWON»
otnv emniBolrn Ba eixe wg amotéleopa TNV avénon Twv emninebwv mayidsvong favd, Omwg
OUVERN oto mopeABov.

3. Taeninedo nayideuong evtog Twv meploxwv tng Kumplakng Anuokpatiog Suotuxwe auéndnkoav
KaTa Tn SLapKeLa TnS KUpLag pBLvorwpLvrg meplodou nayideuong tou 2018 (o cUyKpLON LE TO
2017).

To mpoypapua mapakoAouBnong tou [MtnvoloylkoU KOAUTITEL WLl TIEPLOXH €PEUVAC N omola
oupmnephappavetl dvo meploxeg Sikaodoaoiag: tnv Kumplakn Anpokpatia kol Ti¢ Bpetavikég Baoelg
AskéAelag (SBA). ZuyKekplpéva KOAUTITEL TIC TTEPLOXEG AGPVAKOC - ALUOXWOTOU Kot Aylou Osodwpou —
Mapwvt. H avaAuon twv ototxelwv tng €épeuvag Seiyvel OTL kata Tn dLdpkeLa tou dpOwvonwpou Tou 2018
umnpxav 3,5 XIAOUETPO EVEPYWV SLASPOUWY OTNV MEPLOXN €peuvag. Me auta ta enineda mayidsuong
eKTLUATAL OTL 6XedOV 250 000 mtnva pmopsi va BavatwBnkav evidg g meploxng épeuvog nediou. H
Xpnon dxtuwv evtog NG ePLOXNG €peuvag yla to ¢Bvomwpo 2018 ntav katd 90% yapnAotepn o€
olyKkplon pe ta emimeda tou £toug 2002 (6tav Efekivnos to mpdypaupa mapakoAouBbnong tou
MtnvoAoylkoU) cUpbwva Le TNV avaAuon TIou €yve oto Tipoypappa TRIM. Autd sival ta xapnAotepa
enineda mnayibeuong pe OSiytua mou kataypadnkav amd TNV Evopén TOU TMPOYPAMMOTOS
napakoAouOnaong to 2002. Mpokettal ylo évo oAU BeTikd amotédeopa, 6iwg emeldn to $OWoOTIWPO
elval n kbpla emoxn mayidsuong, kal opeiletal kKuplwg otnv MPOodo ou emTeVXOBNKE OTIC TIEPLOXEG
Twv Bpetavikwv Baoswv Askélelag ta teAeutaia dUo xpovia. Avtibeta, ta enineda mayideuong otig
TMEPLOXEC NG Kumplakng Anpokpatiag mopouciocav avénon ywa to $pOwoénwpo tou 2018, wa
avNouXNTIKN eEEALEN.

O MtnvoAoylkog 2Uvdeopog KUmpou miotevel OtTL Ta BeTikd anoteAéopata tou dpBvonwpou tou 2018
odeihovtal Katd KUPLO AOYO OTNV TILO OMOTEAECUATLKN TATAEN oto Medio amd TtV AcTuvouia Twv
Bpetavikwyv Bdoswv AskéAelOC, 08 CUVOSUOOUO LE TILO QTTOTPETITIKECG TIOWVEC yla TTAPAPBATEG KAl TLG
OTOXEUUEVEG ETUXELPNOEL O TEPLOXEC OnMwG To KaPo MUAa, OMOU EKTACEL HE OKOKLIEC
XPNOLUOTIOLOUVTAL Yla Ttopavopn mayideuon mouAlwv. EMmA£ov oL SLWKTIKEG apxEC TNG Anpokpartiag,
Kot Wolaitepa n Yrmnpeoia Onpag kat Mavidag, €gouv ouvexioel va ekdidouv PNAd, OMOTPEMTIKA
e€wbika, ta omoia o MtnvoAoylkog Bewpel OTL €xouv emiong cuvelodEpel oTn CUVOALKN Helwon TNG



nayideuong mouAlwv pe tn Xprion Siktuwv. MNa tpito ouvexEg €Tog, N opada epeuvwy Tou RSPB (Royal
Society for the Protection of Birds) cuvepydotnke oteva pe thv Actuvopia Twv Bpetavikwv Baocswy,
TOMOBeTWVTOC KPUDEG KALEPEC OTIC TIEPLOXEC TTayldeLONC , O cuvepyacia n omola TILOTEUOUNE OTL
OUVEBOAE ONUAVTIKA 0TN Pelwaon tng ayideuong, iwg oto Kapo NUAa. H mpoomndBbela KAtamoAEUnNong
¢ mayideuong otig Bpetavikég Baoelg €xel e€eAixBel 0 IO OUGLAOCTIKI KOl OTTOTEAECUOTIKN
ouvepyaoia petafl Twv MKO kat twv apuddiwv apxwv. Miotelou e OTL Lo TApOUOLa TTPOCEYYLON Ba
TMPEMEL va uloBetnBel amd TIC apuodleg apxég tng Kumplakng Anuokpatiag, yla vo pmopestl va
OVTLUETWTTLOTEL EMITUXWG 0 0AOKANPN TtThv KUmpo to B€ua tng mapdvoung nayidevong. Tautoxpova o
MtnvoAoylkog 0vdeopog Kumpou Ba cuveyioel TIC TPOOTAOELEG TOU YLO TEPUATIONO TNG Iayideuaong,
ouUTEPAAUBOVOUEVNG KAl TNG auavouevng mpoomabelag tou oe dpAacelg eualocbntonoinong Kat
ekmaldevong.

O MNtnvoloykog Tuvdeopog Kompou avayvwpilel Tig mpoondabeleg mATaéng amo TIC TPELS ApUOSLEG
opxes (KAwakio Nataéng Aabpobnpiag twv Bpetavikwv Bacswv, Ynnpeoia Onpag & Mavidag kat
KAwpakio Nataéng Aabpobnplog tng Actuvopiag Kimpou). Napd ta pewwpéva enineda nayidguong mou
kataypadnkav amnd tov MTtnvoAoylkd, Ta amoTeAéopata amd thv mataén €6elfav TEPLOCOTEPES
oUMNPelg otnv mepintwon tng Actuvoulag Twv Bpetavikwv Bacswv os oxéon pe to 2017, éva
EVIUTIWOLAKO amotéAeopa. Ta eninmeda ndtaéng, otnv mepintwon tng Ynnpeolag Onpag kat Mavidag,
Atav mapopola pe to povonwpo tou 2017. Eldikotepa, 600V adopd ta EOPePYQ, OL IEPLOXEG EVTOC TNG
Kumplakng Anpokpatiag e€akoAouBoUv va eival oL KUPLOTEPEG TEPLOXEC OTIOU N XPHon Toug eival
EKTETOUEVN - TO $OWOMWpo Tou 2018 n Yrnpeoia Onpag kal Mavidag kotdoxeos dumAdcto aplOpd
E6Bepywv oe ouykplon pe 1o $OwoONwpo tou 2017. Auotuxwg, 6oov adopd tov OuAauod Matagng
NAaBpoBnpiag tng Aotuvopiog Kumpou, ta otolxeia matagng delyvouv pia MOAD HelwHEVN dpdon
EVAVTLO OTNV TTapAavoun rayideuon yla to 2018 os ox€on HE TA TPONYOUEVA XPOVLAL.

‘Exel emiteuxBel mpoodog doov adopd tnv mapdvoun nayideuon mouvAlwv to GOwoTWpPO Tou 2018,
woTtooo eEakoAouBel va mapapével éva coBapo MpoPAnua, TOoo He Ta Sixtua 600 Kal Le EoBepya. OL
OPUOSLEC aPXEC TIPETEL VA eVIOXUBOUV TIPOKELUEVOU VO ETIITEVXOEL €vag HOVIUOC TEPUOTIONOG OUTOU
Tou gykAnuarog, iwe yia tnv Kumplakn Anpokpartia, 6mou kataypddnke avénon tng mayidsvong pe
Sixtua (deite to kedpdAalo Results). O MtnvoAoyikog Bewpel 6TL AUTO elval AMOTEAECHA TNG LELWUEVNG
nataéng oto nedio. O Ouhapog Natagne Aabpobnpiag tng Actuvopiag KOTpou, o omoiog péxpL mpLv
arnd Aya xpovia eixe e€ehxBel oe pLo MOAU AMOTEAECUATIKI pHovada, lxe TOAU pelwpévn Spdon ta
televtala dUo xpovia. Moteloupe OTL AUTO TpoékuPe AGyo SlapapTuplwv and opyavwpéva cUVoAa
Ta omoia sival umep tng mayidsuong mouAlwv to $pOWoOTWPo Tou 2017. MeplocdTepol mMOPOL Kall
EekaBopn moAltikr otnpln mpémel va mapacxeBolv otov Oulapo Nata&éng Aabpobnpilag tng
Actuvopiag KOmpou, mpokeLEVOU va eMAVENBEL N TPONYOUEV ATIOTEAECLLATIKOTNTA TOU, €LSIKA OTaV
TIPOKELTOL YL TNV QVTLLETWITLON TWV HEYGAWY, OpyaVWHEVWY, ETtiHOVWY Ttayldeutwy. Ocov adopd ta
goTLatopla to omoia oepPipouv apmelonolVALa, to omolo Bpiokovtal otnv Kumplakn Anuokpatia, To
2018 unnpéav mopopola enineda natafng os oxéon e mépaol. Ol TPOOTIADELEG O QUTOV TOV TOUEQ
MpEnel va auénBboulv, TPOKEWEVOU VA QVTIUETWILOTEL QTOTEAEOUOTIKA N polvpn ayopd yia ta
oprteAOMoUALa.

Aladopeg opddecg UTIEP TN TTayiSeuong KAl TOU KUvVNyilou cuvéxloav va ackoUv mieon to 2018 (6mwg
OUVEPRN KoL Tto 2017). Tov AmpiAlo tou 2018, pLa opada Kuvnywv EKAELOE TOV KUPLO KUKALKO KOUBO TTou
ouvdEéel T Adpvaka pe T Asukwolia, oTo MAAiolo SLapapTUPLAG YO TV «KATACTACN TOU Kuvnyiou»
oto vnot. Zntnoav kat Suotuxwg katadepav va eEacdalicouv ouvavtnon pe tov Youpyod Ecwteplkwy



yla vol oulnTtroouV Ta ATAUATA Toug, HETafl Twv omoiwv ATAV N VOULUOTOLNoN Tou KuvnyloU Twv
OUITEAOTIOUALWY KOl TO avOLELATLKO KUVAYL Tpuyoviou. Eutuxwg, n avtamnokplon twv MME ntav Betikni
KOl EMEKPLVE TOV YOUPYO YLA «UTIOXWPNON OTOV EKBLOCUO» Ao 0pyaVWOELG UTIEP TOU Kuvnyilou Kot
™G nayidevong.

‘Ocov adopd tn Aloiknon twv Bpetavikwv Bacswy, n avénuévn 6£o0Ueuch TNG va QVTIUETWITIOEL TNV
mapavoun mayidevon Twv MoUALWV eival epdavng Ta TeEAevTaia xpovia, BETovtag we mpotepaldTnTa
TOV TEPUATLONO TG mayideuong oe Blopnyavikn kKAlpoka otnv AskéAela. H amotopn pelwon Twv tTaoewv
nayideuong mou kataypadnkav to 2017 otnv Bpetaviki Baon tng AskéAelog - HETA AmMO Xpovia
avénaong - ouveyiotnke to 2018 e MEPALTEPW CNUAVTIKEG LELWOELC (Oelte To KepaAalo Results). Tooo n
Awoiknon 600 kal n Aotuvopia Twv Bpetavikwv Bacswv afilouv cuyxapntipla yla ta oAl BeTikd
amoteAéopata. To 2018 dnuloupyndnke pa véa povada katamoAéunong tg Aabpobnplag Kal ot
ouvlUaOUO PE HLa OELPA AAAWVY LETPWVY (aUENCN TWV TTOWVWYV EYYUNONG YL TOUC TTAPAPATEG, KATACXEDH
OXNUATWY, KOTAPYNONn TWwV YeEWPYKwWY erdoudtwv NG EE, amayopsutikd Slotaypata ylo
KOTASLKOOUEVOUG TTAYLOEUTEG KOL TNV ayopd EVOC N eMavVEpwHEVOU AEPOCKADOUC YLa XProN KATA TNG
napavounc mayideuong) anédelav TNV aMOTEAECUATIKOTNTA TOUG. H TIPOCEYYLON CUVEPYAOLOC TTOU
uLoBetNBnke amod tnv Actuvopia Kal T Aloiknon Twv Bpetavikwyv Baoswy, n omola mepAapBavel ™
otevn ouvepyaoia pe MKO, onwg tov Mtnvoloyko 20vdeopo Kompou, tnv RSPB, kol to Committee
Against Bird Slaughter (CABS), £éxeL 6eieL xelpomiaota amoteAéopata oto nedio.

EmumA€ov, ol Bpetavikég BAoelg cuvéxLoay e To Tpoypaupa adaipeong mapdavounc apdeuoncto 2018.
MNepimou 50 xWA\opetpa OapSEUTIKWY OcuoTNUATWY adalpédnkav amd to KdaBo MUAa kot Ta
amoteAéopata Atav alentd. Meydlo pépog tng mAoloLag MPACLVNG akakiag, n omola sixe ¢puteutel
artd Toug MayLSEUTEG yLa va SNULOUPYNOEL €va BLOTOTIOC yLa TNV ayiSeuon MOUALWY, Elval Twpa VEKPN,
KaBloTwvTag TNV akakio EVIEAWG Axpnotn yla tnv nayibeuon mouAlwv.

KataAnktika o MtnvoAoyLkog Tovilel TIC akOAouBeg SpAOEL Kal LETPA WE TIPOTEPALOTNTEG TTOU TIPETEL
va ulomotnBouv to 2019 kat Kahel Toug appdSloug ota KEVTpa AP NG amopAcewv OMwWE MPOXwWPHoouV
L TV vAomoinon Toug:

1. Ot apuddieg apxég tng Kumplakng Anpokpatiag vo evioyUoOUV TNV TOTUKN ouvepyoaoia e
nieptBarloviikég MKO, uloBeTwvTag Lo IPOGEYYLoN TTaPOUOLa UE QUTH TNG AcTuvopiag Twv
Bpetavikwyv BACEwVY, MPOKELUEVOU VA KATACTEL AMOTEAECUATIKOTEPN N TtATagn oto nedio.

2. H Kumplakn KuBépvnon va evioxUoeL Kal va urmootnpifel tic apuodlec apyec, dlaitepo to
KAwpokio MNatagng AaBpobnpiag tng Aotuvopiag Kumpou, oUtwg wote va cuvexioouv va
edapuolouv ToV VOO 0TO HEYLOTO Kal Vo cUVEXiCoUV va ekSi6ouv amotpemtikd e€wdika, Omwg
emionc va umapéel auovOopevn Kol CUOTNUATIKY SLWKTIKA §pAon Katd Twv €0TIOTOPiwY ou
napdvopa ospBipouv apmnelomoUAla (yLo GVTLLETWITLON TN {ATNONG).

3. H Kumplakr BouAn va emaveEeTAcEL TOV TPOTIOTMOLNTIKO VOO ‘Tlept Npootaciag kat Alaxeiplong
Aypiwv Mtnvwv Kat Onpapdtwv Népog' mou Pndiotnke tov lovvio 2017, kol va amocUpEL T
SduvatotnTa Katavalwong OnpApatog os eoTLATOPLA, KOOWE Kal TNV alfnon Twv MPOooTIUWY
yla TNV KOToxn Kol tn xpnon £oBepywv wote va anoteAoUV ANMOTEAECUOTIKEG OTTOTPEMTIKEG
nowveg. O MtnvoAoyikodg Tuvdeopog Kumpou Bewpel OTL oL mpovoleg autég mapaPialouv tnv
O6ényia yta ta Mtnva (2009/147/EK).



4. H Kumplakr KuBépvnon va €ekvnosl aueoa e TV epapuoyr Tou ITpatnylkou Ixediou yla
QVTLUMETWTITLON TNG TIOPAVOUNG Ttayideuong mouAlwy (pe Ty adaipeon tng MOPEKKALONG TOU
‘evaA\aKTIKOU oXeSL00U0U’), TO OoTolo eKKpeUEL amo To Mdato 2015.

5. H Awiknon twv Bpetavikwv Bdoswv va ouveXioel TNV TPOCEYYLOnN OUVEPYOOILOC HE
neptBarlovtikég MKO.

6. Meta tnv erutuyia tng adaipeong apdeuong oto KaBo MuAa, n Aloiknon twv Bpetavikwy
Bdoewv va ekmovrnoel oxeSLo SLaXELPLONG TOU OLKOTOTOU YLaL TN LAKPOTIPOBEeopn e€AAeLn TNG
EMEUPATIKAG OKAKLOC OTNV TTEPLOXN KOLL VAL EEKIVAOEL EK VEOU TO TIPOYpapa adaipeong akakiog.

H avadopd xwpiletal ota akolouBa kepdlala:

e Keddlalo 1nmapouvatdalel pia cuvodn tng mayidevong mouvAlwyv otnv KUmpo, Sivel pLo Lotopikn
oavadpopn auTn¢ TNG SpaatnpLoTnTaC, KAVeL avadopd otnv eBvikn vouoBeoia 6oov adopd TNV
TPOOTACLO TWV TITNVWV KAl TTOPOoUCLAEL TNV TPEXOUCA KATACTACN,

e Kedalawo 2 mapouctalel To mpoypappa mapakohouBnong tou Mtnvoloywkol Zuvdéopou
Kompou,

e Keddlawo 3 mapouctalel ta anoteAéopata NG £peuvag mediou Kal Thv avaluch amo to
npoypappa TRIM, ta otolyeia amod TI¢ MPOoomABele MATAENG TWV apuodiwv apXwV Kal To
TIOALTLKO KOlL KOWVWVLKO KA TIOU ETILKPATEL, KA,

e Keddlato 4 sival n oculATnon Kol ELONYAOELS, OToU yiveTal pio cuvon TG KOTAoTAoNG TG
napdvoung maylbeuong MOUALWY, evw E€MioNG MOPEXOVTIAL GUOTACELS TPoC¢ TtV Kumplakn
KuBépvnon kat tn Aloiknon twv Bpetavikwv Bacewv.

Ta €€oba yla TNV gpyaocia nediou Tou Mtnvoloyikou (KaUoLia aAUTOKLVATOU), KaBwg Kot to €€oda Twv
ekaotote gBeloviwy, kaludtnkav amd tnhv opyavwon NABU (BirdLife otn lepupavia), evw to RSPB
(BirdLife oto Hvwpévo Baoilelo) kaAue toug peBoug. To 16pupa MAVA unooThpleée OLKOVOULKA TV
ouvepyooia petafd tng RSPB kol Tng AcTtuvopiag Twy BpeTavikwy BAGEWVY Kol CUYKEKPLUEVO OTOV TOUEQ
NG MapakoAoUBNONG e KAUEPEC.



Summary

The findings of the systematic monitoring programme point to continued positive progress, with tens
of thousands of birds saved, in comparison with the trapping activity levels of previous years. This
conservation success is the result of close and effective cooperation between the competent
authorities, in particular the Dhekelia Sovereign Base Area (SBA) Police anti-poaching unit and NGO'’s.

However, there are three important caveats to the progress achieved during the last year.

1. The estimated number of birds killed, due to illegal trapping, in the Sovereign Base Areas
(c.121,000) remains higher than the kill estimate for the Republic (c.84,000).

2. There is zero room for complacency, as the demand for illegal trapped bird delicacies still exists
and this illegal market remains lucrative, so any ‘let-up’ in enforcement would see trapping
levels rapidly climb again, as has happened in the past.

3. Trapping levels within the Republic of Cyprus areas, sadly went up during the main autumn
trapping season of 2018 (compared to 2017).

The systematic monitoring programme is based upon a survey area that encompasses two jurisdictional
areas: the Republic of Cyprus and the UK territory of Dhekelia SBA. It specifically covers the Larnaka -
Famagusta and the Ayios Theodoros — Maroni areas. The analysis of the survey data estimates that 3.5
km of mist net rides were active during the autumn of 2018 within the survey area. This suggests that
an estimated 250,000 birds may have been killed within the survey area over the autumn. Mist netting
activity for autumn 2018 was however 90% lower compared to the 2002 (baseline) levels within the
survey area, based on analysis using the TRIM model. These are the lowest trapping levels with mist
nets recorded since the start of the surveillance programme in 2002. This is a very promising outcome,
especially as autumn is the main trapping season, and is mainly due to progress achieved within the
Dhekelia SBA in the last two years. On the contrary, trapping activity levels within the Republic of Cyprus
areas showed an increase for autumn 2018, a worrying development.

BirdLife Cyprus believes that the positive results of autumn 2018 are primarily due to more effective
enforcement on the ground by the SBA Police, backed up by much more deterrent sentencing for
offenders and operations targeting trapping habitat (acacia plantations) in key trapping hot-spots such
as Cape Pyla. Additionally the Cyprus enforcement agencies, and particularly the Game and Fauna
Service, have continued to issue high, deterrent on the-spot fines, which BirdLife considers have also
contributed to this overall reduction in bird trapping with the use of mist nets. For the third consecutive
year, the RSPB Investigations team worked closely with the SBA Police undertaking covert surveillance
work, which we believe has contributed significantly to the reduction in trapping. The anti-trapping
effort in the SBAs has grown into a true — and truly effective — collaboration between NGOs and the
authorities. We believe that a similar approach needs to be adopted by the competent authorities in
the Republic of Cyprus if progress is to be made with the trapping issue across the entire island. BirdLife
Cyprus will continue its efforts to build support for an end to trapping, particularly through a
continuation of the NGO’s growing focus on awareness-raising and education.



The enforcement efforts of all three competent authorities (the SBA Police Anti-Poaching Unit, Cyprus
Game & Fauna Service and Cyprus Police Anti-Poaching Unit) are fully acknowledged by BirdLife Cyprus.
Despite the reduced trapping activity levels recorded by Birdlife Cyprus within the Dhekelia SBA,
enforcement results showed an impressive increase in arrests by the SBA Police this autumn year-on-
year. For the Game and Fauna Service (GFS), enforcement action for autumn 2018 was similar to autumn
2017. Regarding limesticks specifically, the Republic of Cyprus still remains a hotspot — during autumn
2018 the GFS confiscated twice as many limesticks compared in autumn 2017. Unfortunately, with
regards to the Cyprus Police Anti-poaching unit their enforcement statistics showed much-reduced anti—
trapping action on the ground compared to previous years.

While progress has been achieved with regards to illegal bird trapping during autumn 2018, it still
remains a serious problem, both using mist nets and limesticks. Enforcement agencies need to be
strengthened in order to achieve a permanent halt to this wildlife crime, particularly in the Republic of
Cyprus where an increase in mist netting was recorded this autumn (see Results section). BirdLife Cyprus
considers this to be the result of reduced enforcement on the ground. The Cyprus Police Anti-Poaching
unit, which had, until a few years ago, developed into a very effective unit, has had strikingly reduced
enforcement action over the last two years. We believe that this has been the result of pressure from
pro-trapping lobbying groups which protested during autumn 2017 against the unit’s effective
enforcement action. Both more resources and clear political backing need to be provided to the Cyprus
Police Anti-poaching unit, in order to re-establish its past effectiveness, especially when it comes to
tackling the big, organized, persistent trappers. Regarding the law-breaking restaurants serving
ambelopoulia, which are restricted to the Republic of Cyprus, 2018 showed similar levels of
enforcement action in comparison to last year. Efforts in this area need to be increased, in order to hit
the market for ambelopoulia and trapped bird delicacies.

Pro-trapping and pro-hunting groups continued their lobbying in 2018 (as happened in 2017). In April
2018, a group of hunters closed the main roundabout connecting Larnaka to Nicosia as part of a protest
over ‘the state of hunting’ on the island. They demanded and sadly succeeded in getting a meeting with
the Minister of Interior to discuss their demands, among which were the legalisation of blackcap
hunting, and spring turtle dove shooting. Fortunately, the media criticized the Minister for ‘giving in to
blackmail’ from pro-hunting / pro-trapping lobbies.

Regarding the SBA Administration, its increased commitment to tackling illegal bird trapping has been
apparent and consistent in the last few years, with halting industrial scale trapping within the Dhekelia
SBA set as a top priority. The sharp decline in trapping trends recorded in 2017 across the Dhekelia SBA
— after years of increase — continued in 2018 with further substantial reductions (see Results section).
This is a very positive outcome and both the SBA Administration and SBA Police are to be congratulated
for these results. In 2018, a new anti-poaching unit was put together and in conjunction with a series of
other progressive measures (increased bail levels for offenders, seizure of vehicles, removal of EU
farming subsidies, exclusion orders for convicted trappers and the purchase of a new drone for
enforcement use) has proved its effectiveness. The partnership approach which has been adopted by
the SBA Police and Administration, involving close cooperation with NGOs such as Birdlife Cyprus, RSPB
and Committee against Bird Slaughter, has showed tangible results on the ground.



Moreover, the SBA Administration has continued with its irrigation removal programme in 2018. Just

over 50 km of piping was removed from the Cape Pyla trapping hot-spot, and the impacts have been

very noticeable. Much of the lush green acacia, planted and watered by trappers for years to create a

manmade habitat to catch birds, is now dead, rendering the acacia all but useless for the setting of mist

nets.

In conclusion, BirdLife Cyprus stresses the following actions and measures as areas for action in 2019

and calls upon decision makers to prioritise their undertaking:

The Cyprus competent authorities to strengthen the collaboration with environmental NGOs on
the ground, adopting a similar approach to that taken by the SBA Police, in order to make
enforcement action more effective.

The Cyprus Government to strengthen and support the competent authorities, particularly the
Cyprus Police Anti-poaching unit, to enable them to enforce the law to its full extent and to
continue issuing deterrent on-the-spot fines, as well as increased and consistent enforcement
action against law-breaking restaurants serving illegal ambelopoulia “delicacies” (to address
demand).

The Cyprus Parliament to revisit the June 2017 amendment to the “Protection and Management
of Wild Birds and Game Species law”, and to withdraw the possibility for game consumption in
restaurants, as well as to increase the fines for limestick possession and use so that they provide
an effective deterrent. BirdLife Cyprus considers that these provisions are in breach of the EU
Birds Directive (2009/147/EC).

The Cyprus Government to start the implementation of the Strategic Plan for tackling illegal bird
trapping (with the removal of the ‘alternative plan’ derogation), which has been pending since
May 2015, with the engagement of all stakeholders including NGOs.

The SBA Administration to continue with the collaborative partnership approach adopted with
environmental NGOs.

Following the success of the irrigation removal on Cape Pyla, the SBA Administration to move
to draw up a habitat management plan for the long-term eradication of invasive acacia on the
Cape, in line with the responsibilities to manage the SAC (Special Area of Conservation), and to
restart the acacia removal programme.

The report is separated into the following sections:

Section 1 provides an overview of the bird trapping in Cyprus, gives some historical
background to this activity, makes reference to the national legislation regarding bird
protection and presents the current situation,

Section 2 describes the historical outline of the surveillance programme of BirdLife Cyprus,
and



. Section 3 presents the survey data from the monitoring programme and the analysis from
the TRIM software, summarises the enforcement data of the competent authorities and
gives an outline of the political and social attitudes regarding this issue, and

. Section 4 is the discussion, giving an overview of the illegal bird trapping situation, while
also providing recommendations to the Cyprus Government and the SBA Administration.

All the running costs for the field work (car fuel), as well as all the volunteer costs were covered by NABU
(BirdLife in Germany), while the RSPB (BirdLife in UK) covered salaries. The MAVA Foundation financially
supported the covert surveillance enforcement work that was undertaken between the RSPB
Investigations team and SBA Police.
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1. Overview of bird trapping in Cyprus

Trapping with non-selective methods (mist nets and limesticks) and the trade of wild birds have been
prohibited since 1974 under Cyprus legislation, when the law ‘Protection and Development of Game
and Wild Birds Law of 1974 (39/1974) was introduced®. Moreover, in 1988 Cyprus ratified the 1979
Bern Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats, adopting a long list of
birds as protected, including the Blackcap (Sylvia atricapilla), hence prohibiting the killing (hunting) and
consumption of Blackcaps (Blackcaps are the main target species of illegal bird trapping in autumn in
Cyprus). With Cyprus joining the EU, EU Birds Directive (2009/147/EC, formerly 79/409/EEC) was
transposed into Cyprus Law N. 152(1)/2003, prohibiting anew the use of hon-selective methods including
mist nets, limesticks and calling devices, as well as the possession of trapping equipment, trapped birds
and the trading and eating of trapped birds.

Historically, trapped birds — mostly Blackcaps - were a food supplement for the mostly poor island
inhabitants living off the land. The practice of bird trapping in Cyprus has been recorded in historical
documents from the Middle Ages and even earlier times. However, trapping as practiced in Cyprus today
bears no relation to historical ‘tradition’.

Nowadays, bird trapping in Cyprus is widespread and extensive, contributing to the large scale killing of
hundreds of thousands of migratory and wintering birds. Survey records show that 155 bird species have
been found trapped in mist nets or on limesticks, of which 82 are listed as conservation priority species
under the EU Birds Directive and/or by BirdLife International®. This is a clear indication of the non-
selective nature of these methods. This illegal activity has become a profitable business which is
controlled to a large extent by the ‘big’ trappers who are also involved in organised crime. The Cyprus
Game & Fauna Service estimated this illegal business to be valued in the order of 15 million euros per
years,

Apart from the extensive use of non-selective methods for illegal bird trapping in Cyprus, organised
trappers nowadays use outlawed electronic calling devices that imitate the calls of migratory birds.
These calling devices are normally operated during night-time, luring the birds into the trapping sites
and hence increasing the illegal catch. Academic studies have shown that tape luring can increase the
catch by 3 to 13 times (Savva, G.A. 2016, Schaub M. et al, 1999) and that various species are attracted
by song playback, including target species for the trappers such as Eurasian reed warblers (Acrocephalus
scirpaceus), Sedge warblers (Acrocephalus schoenobaenus), Garden warblers (Sylvia borin), Blackcaps
(Sylvia atricapilla) and Grasshopper warblers (Locustella naevia) (Mukhin A. et al, 2008). These calling
devices can often be heard easily from hundreds of metres away from each trapping site during night
time, highlighting the extensive use of calling devices and their intensity within the trapping areas.

! The specific articles of Law 39/1974 that prohibited the trapping and trade of wild birds include: Article 10
(‘prohibition of hunting etc. of certain bird species’, without including the blackcap either in the protected or the
game species), Article 14 (‘prohibition of offering game or wild birds in restaurants etc.”) and Article 15
(‘prohibition of the use of light projectors, traps, luring methods, limesticks and flushing of birds).

2 BirdLife Cyprus ‘List of birds recorded trapped in mist nets and on limesticks’ found here.

3 Game and Fauna Service (17t March 2010), Position paper presented at the Committee of Environment of the
Cyprus House of Parliament during a discussion to change the legislation on the protection and management of
wild birds and game species
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This report presents the latest survey results for autumn 2018, when trappers target migratory birds,
and especially Blackcaps and other migrant songbirds. Trapped birds are either served as expensive
ambelopoulia ‘delicacies’ in local restaurants or are sold and used for home consumption.
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2. Surveillance programme of BirdLife Cyprus

BirdLife Cyprus is a non-profit NGO working for the protection and conservation of birds, their habitats
and wider biodiversity, and is the partner of BirdLife International in Cyprus. With support from the
RSPB (BirdLife partner in the UK), BirdLife Cyprus has undertaken a systematic surveillance programme
of illegal bird trapping in Cyprus since autumn 2002, providing a long record of trapping activity and
giving the NGO a very good measure of expertise on the issue. The surveillance programme follows a
‘Bird Trapping Monitoring Protocol’ that was developed by BirdLife Cyprus and the RSPB, in consultation
with the GFS and SBA police at the start of the programme. Figure 1 shows the main areas of bird
trapping; monitoring is concentrated in the two areas (numbered 1 and 2) where extensive trapping

takes place:
1. Kokkinochoria area (Eastern Larnaca/Famagusta area) — this area also includes the Dhekelia
Eastern Sovereign Base (ESBA) area), and
2. Ayios Theodoros and Maroni area (Western Larnaca).

Map of Cyprus indicating the main trapping areas
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Figure 1: Map of Cyprus showing the main trapping areas

Although trapping is also an issue in other areas of Cyprus, the survey efforts focus on these two main
areas due to resource limitations and because they hold the highest trapping activity. The monitoring is
undertaken by visiting a random selection of sample squares (1 km?) during daytime hours, with a focus
on detecting mist netting activity. Limesticks are recorded if they are found while searching for mist
nets. The squares selected are stratified to ensure a representative coverage of areas under SBA
administration and the Republic of Cyprus. For more details on the methodology of BirdLife Cyprus see
Appendix 1.

The project is undertaken in close co-operation with the competent authorities of the Republic of Cyprus
(the Game & Fauna Service and the Cyprus Police Anti-poaching unit) and the SBA Police. When trapping
paraphernalia is detected, the BirdLife Cyprus team contacts the relevant enforcement authorities. It
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should be noted that the BirdLife Cyprus observers never confront suspected trappers and never
remove trapping paraphernalia.

BirdLife Cyprus would like to express its particular thanks to the RSPB for supporting the project
financially since its inception in 2002 and for covering relevant salaries of staff members. Furthermore,
BirdLife Cyprus would like to thank NABU (BirdLife in Germany) for their financial support from 2013
and for covering the running costs and volunteer costs of the surveillance programme. Birdlife Cyprus
would also like to thank the MAVA Foundation which financially supported the covert surveillance
enforcement work that was undertaken between RSPB Investigations team and SBA Police. Finally,
BirdLife Cyprus would like to thank the two volunteers that have helped in the monitoring survey and
the gathering of the field data.

Regarding the analysis of the field data, BirdLife Cyprus uses the TRIM (TRends & Indices for Monitoring
data) program for trend analysis. The organisation has been gathering field data in a systematic manner
since 2002 as part of its surveillance programme, which makes it possible to use such programs for the
analysis.

TRIM is a program for the analysis of time series of counts with ‘missing’ observations. The program can
be used to estimate indices and trends and to assess the effects of covariates on these indices and
trends. TRIM analyses time series of counts, using Poisson regression and produces estimates of yearly
indices and trends (Panneloek & van Strien 2005). If observations are missing, TRIM estimates the
missing values on the basis of changes observed on plots that were monitored.

In other words, TRIM enables us to use the data from all the trapping survey squares ever surveyed
under the BirdLife Cyprus surveillance programme during the autumn period, in total 157 squares, even
though these squares were not all covered every autumn season. The programme “fills in” missing values
for squares that were not covered in a particular year on the basis of the general trend derived from the
data as a whole. The TRIM software (freely available from http://www.ebcc.info/trim.html) is very

widely used for analysis of field data from ecological or biological studies. It works as an index, setting
the first year of a time series of data (in this case year 2002) the value of 100 and then showing changes
up or down in subsequent years relative to this value of 100.
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3. Results

Survey results and data analysis

Field survey data
The field survey for autumn 2018 was carried out between September and October 2018 following the

standard survey protocol. In total 60 squares were surveyed during this period and BirdLife Cyprus
reported all trapping finds to the relevant enforcement authorities, either the SBA Police Anti-poaching
Unit, the Game & Fauna Service or the Cyprus Police Anti-poaching Unit, depending on the location of
the finds. Additional squares within the SBA area have been added to the sample since 2015, following
the July 2015 workshop recommendation of independent science expert Alison Johnston (British Trust
for Ornithology - BTO), to improve the precision of the trend within the SBA over time. Moreover, the
survey area was expanded this autumn to cover the Ayios Nikolaos Garrison area of the Dhekelia SBA,
where high levels of trapping activity have been recorded in recent years. This survey area expansion
was consulted with Simon Wotton, RSPB science expert, in order to ensure that the robustness of the
methodology is maintained.

A summary of the survey data for autumn 2018 is presented in Appendix 2. In total the field team
recorded 25 active net rides (these are cleared “runs” in acacia plantations or other habitats e.g.
orchards, olive trees, either holding nets or where there was clear evidence of preparation for the
setting and/or use of nets), which sum up to a length of 513 metres of net rides used for mist netting,
and 3 mist nets found in situ (either classified as Active Set Nets or Active Unset Nets?).

The total length of active mist net rides within the 405km? survey area (Larnaka - Famagusta and Ayios
Theodoros — Maroni areas) can be extrapolated at almost 3.5 km (513m x 405/ 60)°.

In terms of limesticks, BirdLife Cyprus detected 56 limesticks in the autumn of 2018 (see Appendix 2).
However, as already explained, BirdLife Cyprus does not focus its field survey on the detection of
limesticks, as other organisations do. For example, during the autumn 2018 camp of the Committee
Against Bird Slaughter (CABS) / SPA Foundation which took place from 29" August to 11" November, a
total of 2,596 limesticks, 53 mist nets and 69 electronic bird callers were detected and seized (CABS,
March 2018). It is important to highlight that the majority of the limesticks detected by CABS / SPA
Foundation were in areas controlled by the Republic of Cyprus, indicating that limestick use is still
widespread and remains a problem that the enforcement agencies need to address effectively and with
zero tolerance.

Based on the data gathered in the field this autumn, BirdLife Cyprus estimates that just over 250,000
birds could have been killed within the survey area and around 335,000 birds could have been killed

4 Active Set Net (ASN) is a net ride where the mist net is in situ and is set and ready for catching birds. Active
Unset Net (AUN) is a net ride where the mist net is in situ but is furled i.e. the mist net is not stretched up for
catching birds but lowered down.

5> There are 405, 1 km? squares within the survey area that are classified as suitable for trapping activity (on the
basis of vegetation characteristics) and 60 of these squares were surveyed in Autumn 2018. Out of these 405, 1
km? squares, 291 squares are found in the Republic areas, 83 are found in the Dhekelia SBA and 31 squares are in
“Joint” areas. Those areas are either joint between SBA and Republic, SBA and buffer zone, or SBA, Republic, and
Buffer zone.
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across the whole island of Cyprus®. However, It is important to note that the estimated death toll does
not take into consideration any net rides that have been classified as ‘Prepared’ (previously this net ride
classification was also considered for the death toll estimation), following the recommendation included
in the BTO assessment report (July 2015) to revise slightly the calculation’ (read Appendix 3 for more
details).

If one were to split the potential death toll estimate (250,000 birds) between jurisdictions within the
survey area based on the trapping activity detected, then just over 84,000 birds would be the potential
number killed in the Republic and just over 121,000 the potential number killed in the Dhekelia SBA® -
the ‘joint’ squares are not accounted for in these death estimates at the jurisdiction level. Note however,
that the limestick toll is not fully accounted for in this estimate (as the methodology of BirdLife Cyprus
focuses more on detecting mist netting activity), which would make the potential kill in the Republic
higher. The total estimate of birds killed is derived using field-gathered data in combination with expert
judgement for some variables (such as the number of birds caught per net) that are too dangerous to
measure in the field.

Trends in autumn mist netting activity
The TRIM program was used to analyse the survey data and to produce trends in autumn bird trapping

from 2002 to 2018. The metres of net rides that are recorded as active® for bird trapping with mist nets

within each survey square are used as the response variable, with autocorrelation and over dispersion

accounted for as well. The TRIM changepoint model is used with a changepoint in every year, which
|10

returns the same result as a fully time-dependent model'® (for more details on TRIM approaches read
Appendix 4). The TRIM program is a good way of analysing these data and will produce a model of the
change in bird trapping activity (with mist nets) between a base year (i.e. 2002) and each subsequent

year of sampling.

A key conclusion from the BTO assessment report on the monitoring methodology of BirdLife Cyprus’is
regarding possible observer bias deriving from how net rides are classified by different observers: ‘It is
important to note that even if there are some differences in how certain rides would be categorised by
different observers, the trend relies on consistency over time. For this reason, even if there are differences
in categorisation between observers, providing that the same observer consistently applies the criteria

8 The estimate also includes any bird trapping that takes place in the occupied parts of Cyprus, although trapping
levels are relatively low based on information provided to BirdLife Cyprus by other organisations and our joint
survey work in the occupied areas with the Turkish Cypriot bird protection society, KUSKOR, carried out in 2008.
This is also the reason why the occupied areas are not presented as a main trapping area in Figure 1.

7 BirdLife Cyprus organised a workshop with title ‘Methodology of surveying illegal bird trapping in Cyprus’ in July
2015. Independent science experts from the British Trust Ornithology (BTO) were invited to review the monitoring
methodology of BirdLife Cyprus and to provide a report of their assessment and recommendations.

8 From the 513 metres of active net rides detected within the survey area, 176 metres were in the Republic of
Cyprus (from the 38 squares surveyed), 337 metres were in the SBAs (from the 18 squares surveyed). For the
calculated death estimates at a jurisdiction level, the trapping finds (excluding the ‘Prepared’ rides) in each
jurisdiction are extrapolated to the total number of squares that are classified as suitable for trapping activity (see
footnote 5 above).

° This includes all 4 categories of net ride classification: P — Prepared, ANN — Active No Net, AUN — Active Unset
Net and ASN — Active Set Net. Read Appendix 1 for details on net ride classification.

10 This is a linear trend model using the stepwise approach and with all years selected as changepoints.
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for classifying rides over time, the trend for illegal bird trapping activity will not be compromised’. For
more details on net categorisation read Appendix 1.

It is also noted that the BirdLife Cyprus monitoring methodology is different from the non-systematic
field surveys undertaken by other organisations such as CABS, which are targeted at known trapping
areas and are not controlled and consistent with the survey effort. Therefore, the findings and results
of the two surveys are not directly comparable, but they both provide invaluable field data and are
supportive and complementary to each other, provided the differences in methodology are taken into
account.

Figure 2 shows the trapping activity levels since 2002 across a sample size of 157 squares within the
survey area, with 95% confidence limits. Additional square coverage has been included in the last few
years, particularly within the SBA, following a recommendation in the BTO assessment report (July
2015)7 to increase the sample size within this stratum. For autumn 2018 the survey area was expanded
to include the Ayios Nikolaos Garrison area of the Dhekelia SBA where high levels of trapping activity
have been recorded in recent years. In keeping with our standard methodology, a stratified random
sample of 60 of the 157 squares was surveyed in autumn 2018.

It is important to highlight that the additional squares surveyed have slightly expanded the total square
coverage to 157 (compared to 129 squares in 2017 and 104 squares in previous years), hence the TRIM
program has imputed missing values for these extra squares as well. As a result, if one were to compare
the index values presented in Figure 2 below with the trend analysis results reported in the previous
autumn trapping reports'?, the index values may vary slightly for the previous autumn seasons (i.e. for
autumn 2017 and earlier).

11 BjrdLife Cyprus trapping reports can be found here.
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Figure 2 Trends for autumn bird trapping activity with the use of mist nets for the survey area

Table 1 Statistics for trend for autumn trapping levels based on Figure 2

Multiplicative Standard 95% confidence o
. Significance
trend error interval
All squares 0.9796 0.0140 0.02744 Stable

Note 1: The multiplicative trend reflects the changes in terms of the average percentage change per year i.e. if the
trend is equal to 1 then there is no trend. Hence value 0.9796 calculated above indicates an overall decrease of
around 2% per year in mist netting activity.

Mist netting activity for autumn 2018 is 90% lower compared to the baseline year of 2002: index value
is 10 for autumn 2018. As shown in the graph above, this trapping activity for autumn 2018 was the
lowest recorded since the start of the surveillance programme, a very encouraging outcome. However,
it must be noted that the statistical significance for the overall trend is ‘Stable’, which suggests that
these low trapping levels need to continue and be maintained before a significant long term decrease
is achieved.
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Figure 3 summarises autumn mist netting activity in the Republic of Cyprus (RoC) applying the same
‘Linear trend model using the stepwise approach’ in the TRIM program — with all years initially selected
as changepoints in the TRIM analysis. Figure 4 summarises autumn mist netting activity in the Sovereign
Base Area (SBA) applying the same ‘Linear trend model using the stepwise approach’ in the TRIM
program. Note, however, that for the SBA analysis, TRIM would not run with the year 2003 as a
changepoint. The sample of 157 squares surveyed at various seasons during the surveillance programme
includes 99 squares within the RoC, 48 within the SBA and 10 squares that cover areas in both
jurisdictions (referred to as ‘joint’ squares, including also areas that cover the SBA and UN buffer). For
autumn 2018, the breakdown of the squares randomly selected and surveyed at a jurisdiction level were
as follows:

e 38 squares within the Republic of Cyprus,

e 18 squares within the Dhekelia SBA, and

e 4 ‘joint’ squares.
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Figure 3 Trends for trapping activity for autumn mist netting within the Republic of Cyprus.
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Figure 4 Trends for trapping activity for autumn mist netting within the SBA.

Table 2 Statistics for trends for autumn trapping activity levels based on Figure 3 and Figure 4

I

2018

Multiplicative Standard 95% confidence L
. Significance
trend error interval
RoC squares | 0.9159 0.0170 0.0332 Steep Decline (p<0.05)
SBA squares | 1.0626 0.0332 0.065 Uncertain (p<0.05)

At a jurisdiction level, the trapping activity trends indicate that:

For the Republic areas, autumn 2018 mist netting activity (index value 18) was 200% higher
compared to autumn 2017 (index value 6). In comparison to 2002, the autumn 2018 levels
were 82% lower. Overall the trapping levels in the Republic are still low compared to 2016 and

previous years, however the increase during autumn 2018 is worrying.

O

For the SBA areas, autumn 2018 mist netting activity (index value 24) showed a decrease of
70% compared to 2017 (index value of 79). In comparison to 2002 the autumn 2018 levels
were 76% lower, continuing the positive downward trend for a second consecutive year. The
autumn 2018 figure is 91% below the all-time high values witnessed in 2016. It is noted that

For the 38 squares covered within the Republic, the range of counts was from 0 to 76
metres of active net rides, while no trapping at all was recorded in 34 squares. The
average within the Republic was 4.6 metres of active net rides per square surveyed (176
/ 38 squares surveyed within the Republic = 4.6).

the lowest mist netting activity for the SBAs was recorded in 2006 (index value of 11).
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o Asseen in Figure 4, the confidence limits for the SBA trend are noticeably wide. This is
due to the following factors: the relatively small sample size (18 squares surveyed in
autumn 2018), the large number of zero counts (11 out of the 18 squares surveyed
recorded no trapping activity at all). It is anticipated that the new larger sample size in
the SBA will only start to have an impact on the confidence limits in a few years’ time.

o It is highlighted that this further decrease in mist netting activity in the SBAs is
primarily due to the much reduced trapping activity recorded in the trapping hotspot
of Cape Pyla. Table 3 below compares the findings in Cape Pyla for 2016, 2017, and
2018.

Table 3 Numbers and metres of net rides found active for years 2016 — 2018 in Cape Pyla.

2016 2017 2018
No. of net rides 101 33 5
Meters of active
. 1,999m 675m 96m
net rides

o Unlike in 2017 (and previous years), the highest counts for mist netting activity were
not recorded in squares located in the Cape Pyla area. The average value per square is
18 metres of active net rides per square (337 metres / 18 squares surveyed within the
SBAs = 18). The findings of trapping activity within Cape Pyla in the last 2 years,
compared to autumn 2016 when 1,999 metres of active net ride were recorded in that
area, highlight the significant reduction in trapping levels that has been achieved.

Overall it is clear that mist netting activity continued to decrease within the Dhekelia SBA during autumn
2018 for a second consecutive year, reversing the dramatic increase observed since 2009 and the record
breaking levels reached in autumn 2016. This dramatic reduction in trapping activity, particularly in the
mist netting hotspot of Cape Pyla and its peripheral areas, has been achieved within only 2 years and is
very encouraging indeed. From the statistical analysis of TRIM, the significance of trapping activity levels
is assessed as ‘uncertain’ — this indicates that these positive results must be maintained for a few more
years in order to become statistically significant.

As for the Republic, even though there is a ‘steep decline’ in statistical significance, the findings for
autumn 2018 are worrying. Any relaxation on enforcement, as we believe has happened during 2018,
could result in an increase in trapping levels again and setback the positive result of 2017. Moreover,
the Republic remains a hotspot for limestick use, as indicated by the enforcement statistics of the GFS
(see Table 4) and the survey data of other environmental NGOs (CABS, February 2019 “Autumn 2018
report”). Additionally, all the restaurants serving ambelopoulia, are found exclusively in the Republic,

and still constitute the main economic incentive for organised trappers. Therefore, the Cyprus
authorities have a major role to play in clamping down on the supply — demand business chain.
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Enforcement

Overview of enforcement for autumn 2018

There are 3 competent authorities that are responsible for enforcement against illegal bird trapping in
Cyprus: the Game & Fauna Service and the Cyprus Police Anti-Poaching unit that are responsible for
areas controlled under the Republic of Cyprus, and the SBA Police Anti-Poaching unit responsible for
areas within the UK Sovereign Base Areas. The resources of the above-mentioned enforcement bodies
are as follows:

e Game & Fauna Service, the responsible body for the implementation of the Birds Directive, has
about 85 game wardens in total across the whole of island. The Larnaca & Famagusta district,
where most of the bird trapping takes place in Cyprus and where the survey area of BirdLife
Cyprus is focused, has about 20 game wardens,

e Cyprus Police Anti-Poaching Unit had 7 officers at the start of 2018, reduced to 6 during spring
time, and then further reduced to 5 during the autumn 2018 season,

e SBA Police Anti-Poaching Unit was comprised of 9 officers (1 inspector, 1 sergeant and 7 police
constables), as well as 2 office staff dealing with the investigation and filing of cases at the
Eastern Dhekelia Sovereign Base Area during the autumn trapping period (September to
October). BirdLife Cyprus would like to thank the SBA Administration and SBA Police APU team
for its willingness and support in undertaking joint field monitoring of illegal bird trapping with
the BirdLife Cyprus team.

Table 4 summarizes the enforcement data of the 3 competent authorities regarding illegal bird trapping
for the months of August, September and October, the main period for bird trapping in Cyprus, for years
2011 - 2018.
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Table 4 Summary of illegal bird trapping statistics of the competent authorities for the months of August, September and October for years 2011 - 2018

Game & Fauna Service — Larnaca & Famagusta district?

Dhekelia SBA Police Anti- Poaching Unit3

Cyprus Police Anti- Poaching Unit?

Years ~ N () < n © N ) ~ ~N o < 1 © N ) ~ N () < n © N ()
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
S ) ) ) ) ) ) ) S ) S S ) S ) ) ) S ) ) ) S S )
N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N

No of 57 70 78 64 54 35 19 21 23 22 22 30 17 29 6 12 N/A N/A N/A 27 28 36 13 4

trappers

arrested
204 311 287 235 230 195 39 34 361 275 227 184 181 496 154 51 N/A 116 N/A 116 121 164 37 5

No of mist

nets!

ot |2 | & (8 [B IR |B |8 [&8 (R |85 |& (& |8 |8 |8 |2 |2 [R |2 |8 [8 |8 |8 [R
o (Tp] on —l —l i i < o on i

limesticks?

N/A: Not available
Note 1: The total number includes both trapping paraphernalia (mist nets and limesticks) collected as court evidence when an arrest takes place and from confiscations.
Note 2: Data for 2018 provided from Game & Fauna Larnaca & Famagusta district officer via email (6" February 2019).
Note 3: Data for 2018 received from SBA police Anti-poaching unit officer via email (19" February 2019).
Note 4: Data for 2018 provided from Sergeant of Cyprus Police Anti-poaching unit (11 February 2019).
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e Game & Fauna Service — Larnaca & Famagusta district: The enforcement data for autumn 2018

showed that enforcement action was similar to last year (arrests and mist nets confiscated), even
though BirdLife monitoring recorded an increase in trapping with mist nets. Moreover, the number
of limesticks confiscated by the Game and Fauna Service increased from last year, suggesting that
limestick use is still widespread within the Republic.

e SBA Police Anti-Poaching Unit (APU) — Dhekelia Sovereign Base: The enforcement data for autumn

2018 show that 12 people were arrested compared to last year (autumn 2017 only 6 people were
arrested). Despite the reduction in trapping activity (between autumn 2017 and 2018 within the
Dhekelia SBA — see Figure 4), the number of arrests increased which indicates that the operational
effectiveness of this unit has been further improved and strengthened. Moreover the strategic and
tactical approach which has been adopted by the SBA Police and Administration since 2017, is
having tangible results. This approach involves a series of measures to deter and to disrupt illegal
bird trapping activity including: the buying and use of two high quality drones, the increase of
resources for the Unit, the removal of irrigation paraphernalia in Cape Pyla area, the continuation
of covert surveillance of trapping activity in collaboration with RSPB Investigations team, as well as
strengthening the cooperation and partnership with the NGOs such as Birdlife Cyprus and CABS.

e Cyprus Police Anti-Poaching Unit: The enforcement data for autumn 2018 show the lowest number

of cases and trappers arrested since 2012 for this agency. The reduced resources of this unit (only
5 officers during autumn 2018) has resulted in much fewer arrests and confiscations. It is very
worrying that this previously deterrent and effective unit has much reduced enforcement action
against bird trapping.

lllegal bird trapping with mist nets decreased further for a second consecutive year during autumn
2018 based on the survey data from BirdLife Cyprus. This is a very encouraging outcome. Despite the
reduction in trapping, the SBA Police made more arrests, highlighting that the new approach to
trapping adopted by the SBA Administration and Police, which includes close cooperation with NGOs,
is having tangible results. With regards to enforcement action by the Cypriot authorities, both the GFS
and in particular the Cyprus Police anti-poaching unit need to step up their efforts. The increase in
mist netting activity recorded by BirdLife Cyprus monitoring survey and the widespread use of
limesticks (GFS statistics and CABS findings) are indicative of what has happened in the past i.e. an
increase in bird trapping levels when enforcement action on the ground was reduced, once Cyprus
had joined the EU (see Figure 2). Hence a zero-tolerance approach, both for limesticks and mist nets,
must be applied and enforcement agencies need to be strengthened and maintained in order to
achieve a long term halt to this wildlife bird crime in Cyprus.

Illegal bird trapping has become a demand-driven wildlife crime, with the trading of trapped birds in
lawbreaking restaurants being the key economic driver for organised trappers, who, as is generally
acknowledged, make thousands of euros of illegal profit every year. These restaurants selling
ambelopoulia are exclusively within the Republic. From data provided from the Cyprus Police and the
Game and Fauna Service, restaurant checks and prosecutions were at similar levels as 2017 (see Table
5). BirdLife Cyprus believes that more enforcement is needed, particularly on the big organised trappers
and on restaurants, in order to stop this illegal demand-supply profitable business.
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Table 5 Summary of restaurant checks and prosecutions in Cyprus

2010" 2011t 20121 2013t 2014% | 2015% | 2016%* | 2017* | 2018°

Restaurant checks 20 31 18 7 14 8 12 21 20

Restaurant 13 15 8 3 1 1 1 7 5
prosecutions

Note 1: Data source for years 2010-2013: Ombudswoman report dated 27/5/2014
(http://www.ombudsman.gov.cy/ombudsman/ombudsman.nsf/index new/index new?OpenForm).
Note 2: Data source: Reply from Ministry of Interior to question of Member of the Parliament Mr Perdikes (question dated
15/6/2015, ref no 23.06.010.04.629) regarding restaurant prosecutions by the Game and Fauna Service for year 2014
(http://www2.parliament.cy/parliamentgr/008 02/by name/gioryo perdiki.htm).
Note 3: Data source: Reply letter from Game Service dated 11/8/2017.
Note 4: Data source: Letter from Cyprus Police headquarters dated 25t January 2018.
Restaurant check breakdown: Nicosia — 10, Limassol — 3, Larnaca — 8, Famagusta — none, Paphos — none
Restaurant prosecution breakdown: Nicosia — 5, Limassol — 1, Larnaca — 1, Famagusta — none, Paphos — none
Note 5: Data source: Letters from both GFS headquarters and Cyprus police Headquarters (Information received on 11/1/19
and 11/2/19 respectively)
Restaurant check breakdown from Cyprus police for 2018: Nicosia -3, Limassol-none, Larnaca — 6, Famagusta —
none, Paphos — none.
Restaurant checks from GFS for 2018: 11 checks in total
Restaurant prosecution breakdown from both agencies: Nicosia - 4, Limassol — none, Larnaca — 1, Famagusta —
none, Paphos — none.

Feedback from competent authorities to BirdLife Cyprus reports

Table 6 summarises the number of reports that BirdLife Cyprus provided to the competent authorities
regarding active trapping sites and the overall feedback given by the competent authorities. The
information presented in the table below refers to active trapping sites as recorded by the survey team
(this includes all net codes, P, ANN, AUN and ASN — see Appendix 1 for net ride classification - and sites
where limesticks were found) and were reported to the competent authorities for further action.

With regards to the Game and Fauna Service, 17 locations were reported to this agency but
unfortunately no feedback was provided to BirdLife Cyprus regarding the outcome of any enforcement
action. It is assumed that no action was taken by the Game and Fauna Service to investigate the BirdLife
Cyprus reports.

With regards to the Dhekelia SBA Police Anti-poaching Unit, 12 locations were reported to this agency.
Based on the feedback provided from the SBA police, covert cameras, with RSPB support, were placed
at 5 locations, confiscations of limesticks occurred at 2 locations, while the remaining 5 locations were
placed under observation. Based on covert surveillance footage obtained at 2 locations, the SBA Police
was able to arrest 7 people for bird trapping offences (link), (link). Feedback and response time from
SBA Police about locations visited has improved significantly compared to previous years as feedback
on sites found active was given on the same day, or next day at most.
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Table 6 Summary of trapping reports provided to competent authorities from Birdlife Cyprus during Autumn 2012-2018

Game and Fauna Service — Larnaca & Famagusta SBA Anti-Poaching Police Unit Cyprus Police Anti- Poaching Unit
N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N
o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o
[ s = [ = s = = = = [t = = = s = = [ = =S =
N w EY w (o)} ~N (0] N w & w [e)} ~N [0 N w H w (o)} ~ [0
Number of 50 43 336 23 21 8 17° 52 38 40 51 34 26 12 none |3 13° 128 8 none
reports?
Arrests? 17 19 88 11 10 N/F N/F 9 8 6 4 5 0 710 N/R 1 2 1 2 N/R
(34%) | (44%) | (24%) | (48%) | (48%) (17%) | (21%) | (15%) | (8%) (15%) | (0%) (33%) | (15%) | (8%) (25%)
7 6
Confiscations® | 10 8 11 None |1 N/F N/F 22 18 5 10 14 3 2 N/R N/A N/A 2 0 N/R
(20%) | (19%) | (33%) (5%) (42%) | (47%) | (15%) | (20%) | (41%) | (12%) (17%) | (0%)
Clearance? 23 16 14 12 10 N/F N/F 21 12 29 37 15 23 8 N/R N/A N/A 9 6 N/R
/ Nothing (46%) | (37%) | (42%) | (52%) | (48%) (40%) | (32%) | (70%) | (72%) | (44%) | (88%) (75%) | (75%)
Found®

N/R — Not relevant; N/A — Not available; N/F — No feedback provided

Note 1: Reports may also include reports from members of the public that were sent to the competent authority via BLCY.

Note 2: Arrests represent individual people and not specific sites. E.g. If 4 people are arrested at one trapping site that will count as 4 arrests.

Note 3: Confiscations of mist nets, limesticks and/or calling devices

Note 4: Clearance refers to collection of trapping paraphernalia such as pole bases, poles, loudspeakers, wires etc.

Note 5: ‘Nothing found’ refers to reports where the competent authority checked the trapping location but reported it inactive (no nets or limesticks were found) upon its visit, hence no
prosecution or confiscation took place, or no feedback was provided.

Note 6: Two sites were reported to both the Game Service and the Cyprus Police (autumn 2014) — both reports resulted in prosecutions and they are accounted for in the statistics of both
enforcement agencies shown above. The feedback for these two sites was provided from the Game & Fauna Service and is used to calculate the % value for the Cyprus Police.

Note 7: Two of the BirdLife Cyprus’ reports that resulted in prosecutions were for illegal shooting of bee-eaters.

Note 8: The feedback for the reported sites to the Cyprus Police APU for autumn 2015 was provided by CABS, which worked closely with this enforcement agency during the season.

Note 9: Three reports are for illegal hunting of bee-eaters and one is for illegal feeding of birds for hunting purposes.

Note 10: 7 people were arrested due to video evidence collected at 2 different trapping locations.
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As for the Cyprus Police Anti-poaching Unit, BirdLife Cyprus reported 7 trapping locations to this agency
in autumn 2018. Our reports led to 2 arrests, 3 confiscations, and at 2 locations they found no trapping
taking place. The response time of the Cyprus police anti-poaching squad, ranged from same day to 2
days after trapping locations were reported to them. The officers always called back with feedback after
a location was checked. Unfortunately, similarly to 2017, this unit was reduced in size from 7 officers at
the start of 2018 to 5 officers in September 2018.

Enforcement on the ground — on-the-spot fine provision in the Republic, a year later

In July 2017 an amendment to the ‘Protection and Management of wild birds and game species Law of
152/2003’ law would regulate all bird trapping and poaching offences as on-the-spot fines (as opposed
to court prosecution). At the time BirdLife Cyprus expressed its opposition regarding this amendment,
having serious reservations over how game wardens and police officers would be able to impose on-
the-spot fines without risking their personal safety —read relevant article here published early July 2017.

Over the past year Cyprus enforcement agencies, and particularly the Game and Fauna Service, have
been implementing the new on-the-spot fine provisions, issuing high fines, which we believe have
contributed to the general decline in bird trapping with the use of mist nets since 2016. On the spot
fines have continued to be handed out and to be paid, however it would seem that the higher the fine,
the less chance there is of it being paid. Table 7 below shows that even though more than half the fines
handed out so far have been paid (161) the money these fine equate to (€380,000) only adds up to
around one third of the total money from all the fines (€960,000). These numbers suggest that the
smaller fines are paid, however the larger fines are generally not being paid. Offenders who do not pay
their fines are led to court prosecution; however, it is not clear yet whether the Cyprus courts would
issue a similar / higher fine or if a lower one would be issued, which would clearly determine the
sustainability and impact of the new on-the-spot fine system.

Table 7 Breakdown of on the spot fines handed out so far from July 2017 till February 2019*?

No. of Fines Amount in Euro

Fln'es that have been 161 €380,000
paid
Fines still pending 33 €112,000
payment
Fines that haven’t
bgen paid and 99 €468,000
will/have gone to
court

Total 293 €960,000

12 Information given to BLCY by GFS official via email on 22/2/19
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Despite the very high fines for mist netting activity stipulated in the new amendment, the fines for the
possession and use of limesticks are much lower, at ONLY 200 euros for the possession of up to 72
limesticks (1% of the maximum penalty of 20,000 euros stipulated in the relevant legislation). The
original proposal was for 10% i.e. 2,000 euros. However, during the discussions at the Environment
Committee of the Cyprus Parliament this was sadly watered down. BirdLife Cyprus believes this was due
to pressure from pro-trapping lobby groups. We believe that this very low fine for limestick possession
and use has no deterrent value and is effectively a message of decriminalisation of this non-selective
method, creating a loophole in the legislation for limestick trappers to continue this illegal practice.

And indeed it seems that this loophole is being exploited by trappers. In September 2018, our field team
spotted 7 limesticks on a tree, which were reported to the Cyprus Police Anti-poaching unit and were
confiscated the next day. Around one week later, CABS found the same location active again, with 70
limesticks placed in the same location. The arrested trapper received a €400 fixed penalty, in accordance
with the 2017 law amendment - €200 for having fewer than 72 limesticks and €200 for protected birds
caught on limesticks. Shockingly the following day, the Birdlife Cyprus field team checked the same
location and found 32 limesticks. This incident is a clear indication that the fines for limestick use provide
no deterrent for trappers, compared to the other offences, a concern that BirdLife Cyprus had raised at
the time of the adoption of the new amendment law.
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Social and political attitudes

Developments in the Republic of Cyprus

Pro-trapping and pro-hunting organizations continued to lobby for further amendments to the
‘Protection and Management of wild birds and game species Law of 152/2003’. This included a protest
that occurred in April 2018 that was conducted by a group of hunters, who have since formed their own
political party. As part of this protest these hunters closed a large roundabout on the motorway which
connects Larnaka to Nicosia. They demanded and sadly succeeded in getting a meeting with the Minister
of Interior to discuss their demands, among which were the legalisation of blackcap hunting, and spring
turtle dove shooting. Fortunately, the media response was positive and criticized the Minister as ‘giving
in to blackmail’ from pro-hunting / pro-trapping lobbies. (Link).™

Developments in the Eastern (Dhekelia) Sovereign Base Area

The new anti-poaching team which was put together in spring of 2018 is working well, and are following
the SBA Administrations new and improved strategy with great success. The last few years there has
been an increased and consistent commitment of the SBA Administration to stopping industrial scale
trapping within the Dhekelia SBA, including the drawing and implementation of an action plan to stop
illegal bird trapping. The plan has included a series of new measures including increased bail levels for
offenders, exclusion orders for convicted trappers and acquiring new equipment, including night vision
equipment and a second drone. (See relevant article)

Furthermore covert surveillance work has continued for a third consecutive year with the collaboration
between the SBA Police and the RSPB Investigations team. During autumn 2016, with the use of covert
cameras, 19 individuals were recorded on camera at 7 sites illegally trapping birds with mist nets and all
were successfully prosecuted. During autumn 2017, at least 5 individuals were recorded at 2 sites
illegally trapping with mist nets, 2 of whom were successfully prosecuted. During autumn 2018, illegal
bird trapping was recorded at 2 locations. The evidence gathered led to the arrest of 7 individuals (court
cases are still pending). We believe that the covert surveillance work has been the primary driver in the
dramatic decrease in bird trapping within the SBAs, and especially in Cape Pyla. Building on this, the SBA
Police and Administration have applied a partnership approach, strengthening the collaboration with
NGOs. The continuation of the joint-monitoring survey with Birdlife Cyprus, and the collaboration with
CABS, has resulted in tangible results on the ground.

Another positive development that took place is the removal of illegal irrigation that took place during
2018 around Cape Pyla — just over 50 km were removed. This maze of pipes took precious water to the
acacia trees and kept them lush and green, making them very attractive habitat to birds. When the
Birdlife Cyprus field team visited Cape Pyla with SBA Police in October, much of the non-native acacia
had died. This is a very positive result, however the removal of the acacia from the area, dead or alive,
needs to re-start, in order to allow the native plants to start growing there again. The current lack of
activity in Cape pyla is the ideal opportunity for acacia removal to take place.

13 Information from Cyprus-mail article which was published on 24/4/18

29


http://cyprus-mail.com/2018/04/22/protesting-hunters-block-roundabout/
https://cyprustimes.com/kypros/kinonia/oi-vaseis-dekeleias-katestrepsan-exoplismo-lathrothirias-agrion-ptinon-axias-ekatontadon-chiliadon-eyro/

4. Discussion & Recommendations

2018 showed a decrease in trapping levels with mist nets for a second consecutive autumn season, a
very welcome development. Overall, a 90% reduction in mist netting activity was recorded during
autumn 2018 compared to the 2002 baseline within the survey area; these are the lowest levels for mist
netting activity since the start of the BirdLife surveillance programme in 2002.

This overall reduction observed in the last 2 years is mainly due to the substantial reduction in trapping
in the SBA, and particularly in Cape Pyla. Birdlife Cyprus would like to congratulate the SBA Police and
Administration on their success in tackling the illegal trapping issue in the SBA as it would appear that
their new partnership approach and close collaboration with NGOs, as well as the new measures
implemented since 2017, are having very positive results. These new measures must be continued into
2019 and beyond, to ensure this success continues. Additionally the Cyprus enforcement agencies, and
particularly the Game and Fauna Service, have continued to issue high, deterrent on the-spot fines,
which BirdLife considers have also contributed to this overall reduction in bird trapping with the use of
mist nets.

Unfortunately, trapping activity levels within the Republic of Cyprus areas showed an increase for
autumn 2018 (compared to autumn 2017), a worrying development. Limestick use still remains a
widespread problem within this jurisdiction. BirdLife Cyprus attributes this increase to reduced
enforcement action on the ground by the Cyprus competent authorities, particularly by the Cyprus
Police Anti-Poaching Unit. We believe this limited enforcement action to have resulted from pressure
from pro-trapping lobbying groups during autumn 2017 and 2018. We believe that more resources and
clear political backing need to be provided both to the Cyprus Police Anti-poaching unit, in order to re-
establish its past effectiveness, and to the Game and Fauna Service, especially when it comes to tackling
the big, organized, persistent trappers. BirdLife Cyprus will at the same time continue its efforts to build
support for an end to trapping, including a continuation of the NGO’s growing focus on awareness-
raising and education.

In no way can it be assumed that the problem of illegal bird trapping has been solved. Similar reductions
in trapping were recorded in the past, but did not last. Prior to and just after Cyprus joining the European
Union (EU), a significant decrease in bird trapping was recorded due to increased enforcement effort,
resulting from behind-the-scenes pressure from the EU to tackle this problem. However, a few years
later, the zero-tolerance approach was no longer being applied, and trapping levels increased
dramatically. It is therefore vital that the positive results of 2017 and 2018 are built upon and ‘nailed
down’ through ongoing enforcement action at all levels, to ensure no slide back to higher trapping
levels. An indication of a setback is the increase in trapping levels recorded in the Republic during
autumn 2018, which we believe has resulted from the lack of enforcement action, particularly from the
Cyprus Police Anti-poaching unit.

With regards to the amendment to the ‘Protection and Management of wild birds and game species
Law of 152/2003’ and specifically the introduction of on-the-spot fines, this appears to have been
implemented by the enforcement agencies. From July 2017 to this date a total of 293 fines have been
issued adding to a total of 930,000 Euros. From the data provided from the competent authority, the
Game and Fauna Service, it appears that the lower fines are being paid, while the higher fines are not.
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Offenders who do not pay are taken to court, however it is not as yet clear whether the Cyprus courts
would issue a similar / higher fine or a lower one. The concern is if the latter takes place, then the
sustainability and impact of the new on-the-spot fine system would essentially collapse. Moreover, the
much lower penalties for limestick trapping is a serious concern, and incidents of limestick trapping sites
are indicative of the non-deterrent effect for this offence.

Recommendations

In conclusion, BirdLife Cyprus stresses the following actions and measures as areas for action in 2019
and calls upon decision makers to prioritise their undertaking:

1. The Cyprus competent authorities to strengthen the collaboration with environmental
NGOs on the ground, adopting a similar approach to that taken by the SBA Police, in order
to make enforcement action more effective.

2. The Cyprus Government to strengthen and support the competent authorities, particularly
the Cyprus Police Anti-poaching unit, to enable them to enforce the law to its full extent
and to continue issuing deterrent on-the-spot fines, as well as increased and consistent
enforcement action against law-breaking restaurants serving illegal ambelopoulia
“delicacies” (to address demand).

3. The Cyprus Parliament to revisit the June 2017 amendment to the “Protection and
Management of Wild Birds and Game Species law”, and to withdraw the possibility for game
consumption in restaurants, as well as to increase the fines for limestick possession and use
so that they provide an effective deterrent. BirdLife Cyprus considers that these provisions
are in breach of the EU Birds Directive (2009/147/EC).

4, The Cyprus Government to start the implementation of the Strategic Plan for tackling illegal
bird trapping (with the removal of the ‘alternative plan’ derogation), which has been
pending since May 2015, with the engagement of all stakeholders including NGOs.

5. The SBA Administration to continue with the collaborative partnership approach adopted
with environmental NGOs.

6. Following the success of the irrigation removal on Cape Pyla, the SBA Administration to
move to draw up a habitat management plan for the long-term eradication of invasive
acacia on the Cape, in line with the responsibilities to manage the SAC (Special Area of
Conservation), and to restart the acacia removal programme.
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Appendix 1

Methodology of the trapping surveillance programme

Survey area and sampling strategy

The surveillance project began in 2002 with the coverage of 60 sample squares (each 1x1 km) chosen at
random from within a 261 km2 study area, which covered most of the Famagusta/Eastern Larnaca area
and the Ayios Theodoros — Maroni area.

In 2005, the monitoring became more targeted, focusing on habitat suitable for trapping. Each 1 km
square within the study area was classified as either a ‘possible bird trapping area’ or ‘unlikely bird
trapping area’ based solely on the presence or absence of vegetation suitable for setting limesticks or
nets. Surveillance subsequently took place in ‘possible’” squares only. Some 44 of the original 60 sample
squares were ‘possible bird trapping area’ squares under the new classification. These 44 squares were
kept, with another 16 new squares chosen randomly to bring the total sample to 60 again.

Then, in 2007, the survey area was expanded to cover 295 km2 for Famagusta/Eastern Larnaca area and
111 km?2 for Ayios Theodoros — Maroni area, bringing the total survey area to 406 km2. This was done
after preliminary surveys in autumn 2006 found evidence of extensive trapping on the margins of the
original (261 km2) survey area. The sample size was expanded to 100 squares (40 new squares were
randomly chosen) to allow for this extension of the survey area. Out of the 406 1 km2 squares of the
expanded survey area, 301 have been classified as ‘possible bird trapping area’ squares.

The random selection of sample squares is stratified to ensure representative coverage of areas under
SBA, Republic of Cyprus and “joint” jurisdiction (squares where the two jurisdictions meet). In terms of
the analysis of the survey data BirdLife Cyprus is using the TRIM (TRends & Indices for Monitoring data)
programme, which enables the analysis of time series of counts with missing observations (read more
about TRIM in Appendix 4.

Surveying for trapping activity

Surveying consists of a two-man team systematically searching for evidence of illegal trapping activity
in the randomly selected one by one kilometre squares. The time taken to survey each square is
recorded, as are weather patterns and the presence or absence of large numbers of migrant birds.

For safety reasons (avoidance of possible confrontation with trappers) the BC observers do not go out
in the field at dawn, which is the main period of trapping activity, but carry out surveys between 09:00
and 17:00. Each sample square is surveyed only once each season, partly for safety reasons (minimising
the risk of the observers becoming known to trappers) and partly because repeat sampling of each
square has no particular value when it comes to analysis of the collected data. Opportunistic
observations are also made in the surroundings of squares where mist netting is suspected. Trapping
activity includes:
e mistnetting activity, which is the main focus of the surveillance programme of BirdLife Cyprus.
This is calculated using the total length of active net rides recorded within the survey area; and
e limesticks, using the total number of active limesticks found within the survey area.
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Mist nets

The two observers carry out a thorough search of all habitat patches suitable for the setting of mist nets
(i.e. all areas with bushes and/or trees) within each sample square. The observers record all direct and
indirect evidence of mist net and tape lure use and of net ride preparation and use (e.g. cleared corridors
within vegetation for putting up nets, presence of pole bases). The codes used for the various categories
of mist netting activity and tape lure use are given below, as are the codes used for recording the type
of habitat where trapping activity is detected. The surveyors note cases where they come across
enclosed (fenced) areas that they cannot see into at all, or cannot see into well enough to survey fully.

Box 1 Key to survey codes used for the field

Net code

O —oldride

P —ride recently prepared

ANN — active no nets present
AUN - active unset net present
ASN — active set net present

IUN —inactive unset net present

The main net ride classifications are described below:

Habitat code
A —acacia

C —citrus

E — eucalyptus
F - fig
J—mulberry
O - olive

M — maquis

P — pomegranate

K —carob
Cy —cypress
L — lentisk

S —syrian plum

Tape lure code

P —tale lure present, playing

L — loudspeakers present

Y — tape lure present, not playing
U —unknown

W — electrical wires associated
with tape lures

B — car battery present

e Prepared (P): A net ride that is clearly ready to be used but there is no evidence e.g. bird
feathers, blood stains, thrown pebbles, to suggest illegal activity was taking place the previous
night / morning (see Figure 4),

e Active No Net (ANN): A net ride that from the evidence found e.g. bird feathers, blood stains,
thrown pebbles, indicates that illegal activity was taking place the previous night / morning but
no net is present (see Figure 5),

e Active Unset Net present (AUN): A net ride where the trapper has left the mist net on the poles

but it is furled i.e. the mist net is not stretched up for catching birds but lowered down (or the

net is placed e.g. under a tree) (see Figure 6), and

e Active Set Net present (ASN): A net ride where the trapper has left the mist net set on the poles

and it is ready for catching birds (see Figure 7).
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Figure 6: Active No Net ride (ANN) with poles, bases, feathers & signs of trampling in an olive grove
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Figure 8: Active Set Net present (ASN) —corridors in orchards are often used for mist netting

Limesticks

While the main effort of the observers is to locate evidence of mist netting, all evidence of limestick
activity is also recorded. Limesticks are much harder to locate in the field than mist nets and are often
set in a different habitat to mist nets. In addition, incidental evidence for limestick use is hard to detect
(though trees pruned to hold limesticks are readily identifiable). It is impractical to search entire 1 km2
sample squares for limesticks due to the time consuming nature of the task. The protocol is therefore
for the observers to look out for limesticks while concentrating on surveying for mist netting activity.
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Appendix 2

Survey data for autumn 2018

Confidential Information - This information is only provided upon request.
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Appendix 3

Estimation of numbers of birds caught during autumn 2018

The following key assumptions are applied for the estimation of the birds killed:

o 12 metres is the assumed average length for a mist net

. 20 birds are caught per 12-m net per day (Magnin, 1986)

. 0.5 birds are caught per limestick per day

o 60 days is the duration of the trapping period for spring and autumn seasons

. 50% scaling factor — applied for spring estimates to account for a lower number of
migrating birds passing via Cyprus compared to the autumn

o 405 are the possible bird trapping squares within the survey area as identified from the

surveillance programme in 2007 (the random sample of squares surveyed by BirdLife Cyprus
is taken from these 301 squares)

o 75% of illegal trapping activity for all of Cyprus takes place within the survey area (based on
input from enforcement authorities and other experts)
J Net ride categories ‘ANN’ (Active No Nets), ‘ASN’ (Active Set Nets) and ‘AUN’ (Active Unset

Nets) nets are assumed that they are active every day during the trapping season (read
Appendix 1 for details on net ride classification).
o Note: Net ride category ‘P’ (Prepared) is not taken into account for the estimation of
numbers of birds killed anymore, following the recommendation of BTO science experts
(BTO report, July 2015) to revise slightly the equation.
Using the above assumptions the bird death toll is estimated as follows for autumn:
For nets = [(Total length of ANN+AUN+ASN rides)] / (average length of a net) x (20 birds per net per day)
x (total number of ‘possible bird trapping area’ squares / number of squares surveyed) x (length of
trapping season in days)
=[(301+40+15] / (12) x (20) x (405/60) x (60)
= 240,300 birds could have been caught within the survey area in mist nets.

For limesticks = (Total number of limesticks found) x (0.5 birds per limestick per day) x (total number of
‘possible bird trapping area’ squares / number of squares surveyed) x (length of trapping season in days)
=56 x 0.5 x (405/60) x 60
= 11,340 birds caught within the survey area on limesticks

In total 251,640 birds could have been killed in mist nets and on limesticks within the survey area during
autumn 2018. Assuming that the survey area accounts for 75% of the trapping activity in Cyprus, the
bird death toll across Cyprus is:

=251,640/ 75%

= 335,520 birds could have been killed in nets and on limesticks across all Cyprus during autumn 2018.

38



Appendix 4
TRIM model description

TRIM (TRends & Indices for Monitoring data) is a program for the analysis of time series of counts with
missing observations. The program can be used to estimate indices and trends and to assess the effects
of covariates on these indices and trends. TRIM analyses time series of counts, using Poisson regression
and produces estimates of yearly indices and trends (Panneloek & van Strien 2005). If observations are
missing, TRIM estimates the missing values on the basis of changes observed on plots that were
monitored.

In other words, TRIM enables us to use the data from all the trapping survey squares ever surveyed
under the BirdLife Cyprus surveillance programme during the autumn period, in total 104 squares, even
though these squares were not all covered each autumn season. The programme “fills in’ missing values
for squares that were not covered in a particular year on the basis of the general trend derived from the
data as a whole. The TRIM software (freely available from http://www.ebcc.info/trim.html) is very

widely used for analysis of field data from ecological or biological studies. It works as an index, setting
the first year of a time series of data the value of 100 (in this case year 2002) and showing up or down
changes in subsequent years relative to this value of 100. TRIM program allows the user to select various
models to undertake the analysis: a) Model 1: No time-effects, b) Model 2: Linear (switching) trend, and
c) Model 3: Effects for each time-point. For the analysis presented in this report BirdLife Cyprus has
selected Model 2, following the advice of RSPB senior conservation scientist Mr Simon Wotton. Below
is an explanation of why.

Which model should one use: the time-effects model or the linear trend model? (Panneloek & van Strien

2005)

The time effects model (= year effects model in case the time points are years) estimates parameters

for each separate year and should be chosen if one wants to assess indices for each year. The linear
trend model should be chosen if one is interested in testing whether a trend has happened across a
number of years, by selecting one or more years as changepoints. The linear trend model should also
be chosen when the data are too sparse to run the time effects model. Using the linear trend model
also allows testing trends before and after particular changepoints. Options are (1) to test trends before
and after a priori selected changepoints or (2) to let TRIM search for the substantial changepoints by
using the stepwise procedure. If all years are selected as changepoints, the linear trend model is
equivalent to the time effects model (although it results in a description in terms of trend slope
parameters rather than time point parameters). Note that the linear trend model also produces indices
for each year, but not necessarily based on yearly parameters as in the time effects model. Instead of
yearly parameters, the linear trend uses the trend across a number of years to approximate the indices.

BirdLife Cyprus has used the ‘Linear trend model by using the stepwise procedure and with all years
selected as changepoints’ for the trend analysis presented in this report, following the
recommendation of RSPB senior conservation scientist Mr Simon Wotton. The linear trend model can
be run without any changepoints selected. Thereby it imputes missing counts based on the trend over
the whole period studied. Be careful in using the model without any changepoints; the resulting indices
might be unrealistic (this is the key point why this approach was not recommended and all years were
selected as changepoints).
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Appendix 5
Shortlist of media coverage related to illegal bird trapping for 2018

. alphanews — Zavd ota Xopokwpato kuvnyol kot Y. Onpag¢ yla ta apmeAomolALa
http://alphanews.live/cyprus/xana-sta-charakomata-kynegoi-kai-yperesia-theras-gia-ta-ampelopoylia-
binteo 10/03/2018

. reporter —IkAnpr avakoivwon omd opdda Kuvhywv, Katoadelyouv ot Slopaptupia
http://www.reporter.com.cy/local-news/article/313724/skliri-anakoinosi-apo-omada-kynign-
katafevgyn-se-diamartyria 09/03/2018

. city.sigmalive — And talg 8000gupw EeKWVA TO TPOOTLIO yLd OCOUG KUVNYOUV €KTOG TNG
kaBoplopévng meplodou http://city.sigmalive.com/article/26351/apo-ta-8000-eyro-xekina-prostimo-
gia-osoys-kynigoyn-ektos-tis-kathorismenis-periodoy 14/03/2018

J alphanews — Askélewo: Koatéotpepav YMASEC TEKUNPLA Yl Tayideuon OUMEAOTOUALWY
https://alphanews.live/cyprus/dekeleiakatestrepsan-chiliades-tekmeria-gia-pagideyse-ampelopoylion-
binteophoto 23/03/2018

. Kuvnyot amethoVv o6t Oa kAeioouv e’ aodplotov tn PuwlosAid  18/04/2018
http://www.sigmalive.com/news/local/502395/kynigoi-apeiloun-oti-tha-kleisoun-ep-aoriston-ti-
rizoelia

) Protesting hunters block roundabout 22/04/2018
http://cyprus-mail.com/2018/04/22/protesting-hunters-block-roundabout/
. H Op. Kuvnylol kotadikalel To KAEOLHO TOU KUKALKOU KOpPBou otnv PuwosAid 23/04/2018

http://tvonenews.com.cy/h-omospondia-kynhgioy-katadikazei-to-kleisimo-toy-kyklikoy-komboy-
rizoelias

. 65 old woman caught in the act of wild bird trappinh 27/04/2018
http://in-cyprus.com/news/local/65-year-old-woman-caught-in-the-act-of-wild-bird-trapping/

. ‘Emiocav ota npdoa yuvaika-Aabpobnpia 27/04/2018
http://www.philenews.com/koinonia/eidiseis/article/518212/epiasan-sta-prasa-gnaika-lathrothira

. Actuvopia : To opyavwpévo gykAnua Ba pag Bpet anévavtl tou 17/05/2018
http://www.kathimerini.com.cy/gr/kypros/astynomia-to-organomeno-egklima-mas-exei-apenanti-toy
. JkEPELG aoTuvopiag yla katdapynon tou Oulapol MNdataéng AaBpobnpiag avnouxouv oto

Tapeio OnApag 15/06/2018
http://tvonenews.com.cy/skepseis-astynomias-gia-katarghsh-toy-oylamoy-patakshs-lathrothhrias-
anhsyxoyn-sto-tameio-thhras

. Tov todkwoav pe diktua mayidevong ota BB Askéletog 07/09/2018
http://www.reporter.com.cy/police/article/387819/ton-tsakosan-me-dichtya-pagdefsis-stis-
bretanikes-baseis-dekeleias

. Combined operation nets birdtrappers 23/10/2018
https://cyprus-mail.com/2018/10/23/combined-operation-nets-six-bird-trappers/
. Y10 0TdXaOoTPO Tou EAeykTr TO Tdiopa Twv epSikiwy amnd to Tapeio Onpag 19/10/2018

http://www.reporter.com.cy/local-news/article/406267/sto-stochastro-toy-eleggti-to-taisma-ton-
perdikion-apo-to-tameio-thiras
e https://cyprus-mail.com/2018/11/10/man-fined-e2k-for-possession-of-dead-birds/
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http://alphanews.live/cyprus/xana-sta-charakomata-kynegoi-kai-yperesia-theras-gia-ta-ampelopoylia-binteo
http://www.reporter.com.cy/local-news/article/313724/skliri-anakoinosi-apo-omada-kynign-katafevgyn-se-diamartyria
http://www.reporter.com.cy/local-news/article/313724/skliri-anakoinosi-apo-omada-kynign-katafevgyn-se-diamartyria
http://city.sigmalive.com/article/26351/apo-ta-8000-eyro-xekina-prostimo-gia-osoys-kynigoyn-ektos-tis-kathorismenis-periodoy
http://city.sigmalive.com/article/26351/apo-ta-8000-eyro-xekina-prostimo-gia-osoys-kynigoyn-ektos-tis-kathorismenis-periodoy
https://alphanews.live/cyprus/dekeleiakatestrepsan-chiliades-tekmeria-gia-pagideyse-ampelopoylion-binteophoto
https://alphanews.live/cyprus/dekeleiakatestrepsan-chiliades-tekmeria-gia-pagideyse-ampelopoylion-binteophoto
http://www.sigmalive.com/news/local/502395/kynigoi-apeiloun-oti-tha-kleisoun-ep-aoriston-ti-rizoelia
http://www.sigmalive.com/news/local/502395/kynigoi-apeiloun-oti-tha-kleisoun-ep-aoriston-ti-rizoelia
http://cyprus-mail.com/2018/04/22/protesting-hunters-block-roundabout/
http://tvonenews.com.cy/h-omospondia-kynhgioy-katadikazei-to-kleisimo-toy-kyklikoy-komboy-rizoelias
http://tvonenews.com.cy/h-omospondia-kynhgioy-katadikazei-to-kleisimo-toy-kyklikoy-komboy-rizoelias
http://in-cyprus.com/news/local/65-year-old-woman-caught-in-the-act-of-wild-bird-trapping/
http://www.philenews.com/koinonia/eidiseis/article/518212/epiasan-sta-prasa-gnaika-lathrothira
http://www.kathimerini.com.cy/gr/kypros/astynomia-to-organomeno-egklima-mas-exei-apenanti-toy
http://tvonenews.com.cy/skepseis-astynomias-gia-katarghsh-toy-oylamoy-patakshs-lathrothhrias-anhsyxoyn-sto-tameio-thhras
http://tvonenews.com.cy/skepseis-astynomias-gia-katarghsh-toy-oylamoy-patakshs-lathrothhrias-anhsyxoyn-sto-tameio-thhras
http://www.reporter.com.cy/police/article/387819/ton-tsakosan-me-dichtya-pagdefsis-stis-bretanikes-baseis-dekeleias
http://www.reporter.com.cy/police/article/387819/ton-tsakosan-me-dichtya-pagdefsis-stis-bretanikes-baseis-dekeleias
https://cyprus-mail.com/2018/10/23/combined-operation-nets-six-bird-trappers/
http://www.reporter.com.cy/local-news/article/406267/sto-stochastro-toy-eleggti-to-taisma-ton-perdikion-apo-to-tameio-thiras
http://www.reporter.com.cy/local-news/article/406267/sto-stochastro-toy-eleggti-to-taisma-ton-perdikion-apo-to-tameio-thiras
https://cyprus-mail.com/2018/11/10/man-fined-e2k-for-possession-of-dead-birds/

