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NepiAnyn

H nmapoloa avadopd mapouoldlel Ta TEAEUTALO EUPHLATO TOU OUVEXLIOLEVOU TIPOYPAUUATOC
mapakoAoUBOnaong tTnNg mapavopng nayideuong mouAlwy tou Mtnvoloyikou Tuvééopou Kompou,
yla tn Xeepvn) mepiodo 2019-20. Ermonpaivetal 0tL n avoadopd autr EXEL WG KUPLO OTOXO TOUG
umevBuvouc ota kévtpa ANPNG amodAcewyY Kal TOUG TTOALTIKOUG, L€ OKOTIO TNV EVUEPWOT, TNV
gualobntomnoinon Kat tnv Kwntomoinon yla Mo QMOTEAECHATIK SpAon yld QVTLUETWITLON
auToU TOU XPOVLOU OLKOAOYLKOU TIpOBANLATOG.

ZNUELWVETOL OTL TOL TEAEUTALA XPOVLA YLOL TNV XELLEPLVT TIEPLOSO O MTNVOAOYLKOG €V KAVEL TTARPN
€peuva tedilou OMwWE MePLYyPADETAL OTO MPWTOKOANO TOU TIPOYPAUUATOC TTapakoAouBnaong Ttng
napdvopng mayideuong mouAwwyv. EvtoUToLlg, yla va €XEL ULA €LKOVA TNG KATAOTACNG TNG
XeWepvng mayibeuong dilevepyel €pesuva eAéyyxou onueiwv (spot checks) omou éva Seiypa
onueiwv mayideuong eAéyyovral yla Tuxov mapdvopn mayibsuon. Auti eivat n €Bdopun
OUVEXOUEVN XELWEPLVN €peuva Ttediou Omou edappudletal auth n HEBoSog eAéyyou onueiwv.

JuvoAlka eAéyxBnkav 180 TomoBeaieg-onpeia Kot amd autd 7 onpeio KataypadpnKkav wg eVepya
yla mapavoun mayidevuon mouvAlwv. H opdada mediou katéypae 15 evepyéc SLaSPOUEG yia
Sixtua (8Ladpopég o MEPLOXEG He aKakieg | GAAN BAAOTNON TL.Y. TOPTOKAAEWVEC, EAOLWVEC,
omnou Bp£bnkav diytua n eupnuata OTL yivetal mayideuaon), e GUVOALKO urkog 302 pétpa.

MapoAo mou &ev eival duvatov va e¢axBouv oTaTIOTIKA PBACLUEC TACELS Yyl TA XELUEPWVA
enineda nayideuong movAwwy, adou Sev £yve MANPNG Epeuva TeSiou OTWE EPLYPAPETAL OTO
TIPWTOKOAAO TOU TIPOYPAULATOC TTapakoAouBOnaong Tou MtnvoAoyLkoU, Ta EUPAKATA QUTAG TNG
XELEPLVAG TIEPLOSOU UTTOSEIKVUOUV OTL UTNPEE UL Helwon otnv mayidevon pe Sixtua. Autd
amotelel pa BeTikn €€€AEN oe oUyKPLON e TNV AUENON TIOU TIAPATNPNBNKE TO XELLWVA TOU
2018-19. H xewpepiviy mayideuon, wotooo, e€aptdtal MOAU Amo TN UETOVAOTEUCN TG TUKAAC
otnv Kumpo kabwg Kal TIG KaPIKEG oUVONKeG. Ta anoteAéopata TnG TNAEPWVIKNAG €pgUvag yLa
TNV KUVNYETIKA KAPTwon Tou Sletayel kaBe xpovo n Ynnpeoia Onpag kat Mavidag Seiyvouv
pelwon Katd 61% otov aplBuod Twv tlikAwv mou okotwOnkav vouua to 2019-20 oe clykpLon
pe To 2018-19. Auto deixvel OtTL uTpxav AlyoTepa TIOUALA otnv KUTpo, KATL tou Ba pmopouce
va efnynoel, oe kamowo Pabuo Touldxlotov, T Helwpéva emimeda mayidsuong mou
Kataypddnkav amd TNV opada PG aUTOV TOV XELUWVA. JUVAUO UTIRPXOV TIOAAEG PEPEC UE
KaKkokalpia mou ToAU TuBavov va ameTpeav TOUG TIAYLOEUTEG AMO QUTH TNV TIOPAVOLN
Sdpaoctnplotnta.

EKTiHATal, ouvinpntikd, otL to 2019 ocuvoAwkd yUpw ota 610 000 mouAld Mmopel va
favatwOnkav and tnv napdavoun mayidbsuon e oAOKAnpn tv Kumpo, og olyKpLon LE TIG
365 000 XIALASEG TTOUALA TTOU EKTLUOUME OTL okotwOnkav to 2018, e Bdon TG kataypadEég
tou Mtnvoloyikol yia TV avolén, ¢pOwvonwpo Kot Xewwva. Napd tn peiwon tng nayidsvong
TOU Xelpwva, umnpée afloonueiwtn avfnon tng mayibeuong Katd TN SLAPKEWA TNG
$Owonwpvig neplddou tou 2019. Auto odeiletal kupiwg otnv EAAeldn emBOANG TOU VOpOU
KOTA TWV OPYOVWHEVWV HEYAAWV TaylSeutwyv, £8lkd omd tov KAwakio Matagng
AaBpobnpiag tng Actuvopiag Kumpou (to omoio Suctuxwe katapyiOnke tov NoéuppLo Tou
2019 peta ano anodaon tou Apxnyeiou Actuvopiag Kompou). O Mtnvoloyikog Siadpwvnoe



e To KAgiolpo Tou KApakiou adou Bewpel 6TL Twpa £XEL SnovpynOel Eva Kevo otnv natagn
KOTA TWV LEYAAWV, OPYAVWHEVWV TTAYLEEUTWVY, AVNOUXLEG TLG OTtoieg £XEL pLeTaBLBAosL otnv
Aotuvopia KOnpou.

Ta €€0ba auTAG TG XEWWEPLVAG €peuvag KaAudOnke amo toug Devon Birds, and to NABU
(BirdLife otn M'epuavia) kot to RSPB (BirdLife oto Hvwpévo Baoilelo).



Summary

This report presents the latest findings of the on-going BirdLife Cyprus surveillance programme
on illegal bird trapping, relating to the winter 2019-2020 season. It is highlighted that this report
is mainly aimed at top decision makers and politicians, with the aim of informing, raising
awareness and generating momentum for more effective action to tackle this chronic ecological
problem.

It is worth noting that for the last seven winter seasons BirdLife has not undertaken a complete
survey following its standard survey protocol. However, in order to have an insight into the
winter trapping situation a spot check exercise was undertaken, whereby a sample of previously
recorded trapping sites is checked for bird trapping activity.

Overall, 180 locations were checked and out of these, seven sites were found to be active with
illegal bird trapping. The field team recorded 15 active net rides for mist netting (cleared “runs”
in acacia plantations or other habitats e.g. orchards, olive trees, either holding nets or where
there was clear evidence of preparation for the setting and/or use of nets), which summed up
to a length of 302 metres.

Although it is not possible to draw conclusions about the long-term trends for winter trapping
activity, since the standard monitoring protocol of BirdLife Cyprus is not followed for the winter,
the findings from this season’s survey suggested a decrease in winter mist-netting activity in
Cyprus. This is a positive development compared to the increase noted in winter 2018-2019.
Winter trapping however, is very dependent on migration of Song thrush to the island as well as
the weather. The hunting bag statistics published by the Game and Fauna service showed a 61%
reduction in the number of Song thrushes killed legally in 2019-2020 compared to 2018-2019.
This suggests that there were in fact a lot less birds overwintering in Cyprus, which could explain,
at least in part, the reduced levels of trapping our field team recorded this winter. At the same
time, there were many days with bad weather that most likely prevented trappers from
conducting this illegal activity.

It is estimated that in 2019 as a whole, over 600,000 birds could have been killed across the
whole island, in comparison to 2018’s estimate of 365,000 birds, based on BirdLife Cyprus field
data gathered for spring, autumn and winter seasons. Despite the reduction in trapping in
winter 2019-2020, there was a noticeable increase in trapping during the autumn 2019 season,
mainly attributed to reduced enforcement against big organized trappers by the Cyprus Police
Anti-Poaching squad. In a further blow to enforcement efforts, this squad was closed down in
November 2019.

The costs for this winter’s survey was covered by Devon Birds, by NABU (BirdLife in Germany),
and the RSPB (BirdLife in UK).



1. Overview of bird trapping in Cyprus

Trapping with non-selective methods (mist nets and limesticks) and the trade of wild birds have
been prohibited since 1974 under Cyprus legislation, when the law ‘Protection and Development
of Game and Wild Birds Law of 1974 (39/1974) was introduced. Moreover, in 1988 Cyprus
ratified the 1979 Bern Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural
Habitats, adopting a long list of birds as protected, including the Blackcap (Sylvia atricapilla),
hence prohibiting the killing (hunting) and consumption of Blackcaps (Blackcaps are the main
target species of illegal bird trapping in autumn in Cyprus). With Cyprus joining the EU in 2004,
EU Birds Directive (2009/147/EC, formerly 79/409/EEC) was transposed into Cyprus Law N.
152(1)/2003, prohibiting anew the use of non-selective methods including mist nets, limesticks
and calling devices, as well as the possession of trapping equipment, trapped birds and the
trading and eating of trapped birds.

Historically, trapped birds — mostly Blackcaps - were a food supplement for what were mostly
poor island inhabitants living off the land. The practice of bird trapping in Cyprus has been
recorded in historical documents from the Middle Ages and even earlier times. However,
trapping as practiced in Cyprus today bears no relation to historical ‘tradition’.

Nowadays, bird trapping in Cyprus is widespread and extensive, contributing to the large scale
killing of hundreds of thousands of migratory and wintering birds. Survey records show that 157
bird species have been found trapped in mist nets or on limesticks, of which 82 are listed as
conservation priority species under the EU Birds Directive and/or by BirdLife International®. This
is a clear indication of the non-selective nature of these methods. This illegal activity has become
a profitable business controlled to a large extent by the ‘big’ trappers who are often also
involved in organised crime. The Cyprus Game & Fauna Service estimated this illegal business to
be valued in the order of 15 million euros per year®.

Apart from the extensive use of non-selective methods for illegal bird trapping in Cyprus,
organised trappers nowadays use illegal electronic calling devices that imitate the calls of
migratory birds. These calling devices are normally operated at night, luring the birds into the
trapping sites and hence increasing the illegal catch. A recent academic study undertaken in
Cyprus has shown that the use of electronic calling devices (song playback) is highly effective in
luring birds towards trapping sites (Sebastianelli M. et al, 2020). The findings of this study
showed that playback not only increased the number of individuals of target species captured
by 6 to 8 times, but also significantly increased bycatch. The study authors concluded that: ‘Our
findings thus show that in contrast to popular belief that tape lures are a selective trapping

! The specific articles of Law 39/1974 that prohibited the trapping and trade of wild birds include: Article
10 (‘prohibition of hunting etc. of certain bird species’, without including the blackcap either in the
protected or the game species), Article 14 (‘prohibition of offering game or wild birds in restaurants
etc.’) and Article 15 (‘prohibition of the use of light projectors, traps, luring methods, limesticks and
flushing of birds).

2 BirdLife Cyprus ‘List of birds recorded trapped in mist nets and on limesticks’ found here.

3 Game and Fauna Service (17" March 2010), Position paper presented at the Committee of
Environment of the Cyprus House of Parliament during a discussion to change the legislation on the
protection and management of wild birds and game species
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https://birdlifecyprus.org/species-affected-by-trapping

method, they also lead to increased captures of non-target species, which can include species of
conservation concern’.

These calling devices can often be heard easily from hundreds of metres away from trapping
sites at night, highlighting the extensive use of calling devices and their intensity within the
trapping areas.

This report presents the results for winter 2019-20 survey. It should be noted that during winter
the illegal trappers target mainly wintering Song thrushes (Turdus philomelos), in contrast to
spring and autumn seasons, when the main target species are Blackcaps (Sylvia atricapilla) and
other migrant songbirds. Trapped birds are either served as expensive ambelopoulia ‘delicacies’
in local restaurants or are sold and used for home consumption.



2. BirdLife Cyprus surveillance programme

BirdLife Cyprus is a non-profit NGO working for the protection and conservation of birds, their
habitats and wider biodiversity, and is the Partner of BirdLife International in Cyprus. With
support from the RSPB (BirdLife in UK), BirdLife Cyprus has undertaken a systematic surveillance
programme of illegal bird trapping in Cyprus since autumn 2002, providing a long record of
trapping activity and giving the NGO a very good measure of expertise on the issue. The
surveillance programme follows a ‘Bird Trapping Monitoring Protocol’ that was developed by
BirdLife Cyprus and the RSPB, in consultation with the Cyprus Game & Fauna Service and the
British Sovereign Base Area (SBA) police at the start of the programme. Figure 1 shows the main
areas of bird trapping; monitoring is concentrated in the two areas (numbered 1 and 2) where
extensive trapping takes place:

1. Kokkinochoria area (Eastern Larnaca/Famagusta area) — this area also includes the
Dhekelia Eastern Sovereign Base (ESBA) area), and

2. Ayios Theodoros and Maroni area (Western Larnaca).

General Trapping Areas Cyprus

Sector

[ 1. kokkinochoria (LarnacalFamagusta Area)
[ 2 Ayios Theodoros-Maroni Area
[ 3 tiavea

[ 4 wthrodontas Area

[ 5.7rc0d0s Area

[ s solea vatiey

[ 7. maratnasa valiey

[ & kampos valiey

E 9. Akamas Area

[ 10. Peyeia avea

Map created by BirdLife Cyprus, 2020
40 Kilometer:
Geoliys, Entuty Geogrphics, CHNESMGm DB, USDA, UBSE, AsrolRID, IGN, and

Figure 1. Map of Cyprus showing the main trapping areas

Although trapping is also an issue in other areas of Cyprus, the survey efforts focus on these two
main areas due to resource limitations and because they hold the highest trapping activity.



It is worth noting that BirdLife Cyprus did not undertake a complete field survey for the winter
2019-20 season as described in its monitoring protocol?, but rather a spot check exercise. This
is the seventh consecutive winter season that BirdLife Cyprus has used this simpler survey
method, primarily due to limited resources. This method involves undertaking spot checks at
trapping sites, randomly selected and stratified to ensure a representative coverage of areas
under the SBA Administration and the Republic of Cyprus, in order to get an overall picture of
winter trapping.

The project is undertaken in close co-operation with the Game & Fauna Service and the SBA
Police. When trapping paraphernalia is found, the BirdLife Cyprus team contacts and reports
them to the relevant enforcement authorities. It should be noted that the BirdLife Cyprus
observers never confront suspected trappers and never remove trapping paraphernalia.

BirdLife Cyprus would like to express its particular thanks to Devon Birds, for their financial
support during this winter trapping season. Birdlife Cyprus would also like to thank the RSPB
(BirdLife in UK) for supporting the project financially since the beginning in 2002. Furthermore,
BirdLife Cyprus would like to thank NABU (BirdLife in Germany) for their financial support since
2013 onwards. Finally, BirdLife Cyprus would like to thank the volunteer that helped in the
monitoring survey and the gathering of the field data.

4 For more information regarding the surveillance programme of BirdLife Cyprus, read the latest autumn
2019 trapping report here.


https://birdlifecyprus.org/udata/contents/files/Trapping-Reports/BirdLife%20Cyprus_Autumn_2019_Trapping_report_Final_April%202020_for%20publication.pdf

3. Results

Field survey: the winter 2019-20 spot check survey of trapping sites was carried out from
mid-January till the end of January 2020, with 12 days of field work in total. As already
stated, BirdLife Cyprus did not undertake a complete survey following the standard survey
protocol for this season, in order to utilise limited resources on awareness raising and other
campaigning activities as well. However, in order to have an insight into the winter trapping
situation a spot check exercise was undertaken, checking about 25% of the trapping sites
where mist netting activity had been detected in the past®, as well as some sites which
Committee Against Bird Slaughter (CABS) had found activity the previous winter season. The
sites were randomly selected for this exercise in order to cover both the Republic of Cyprus
(covering both Ayios Theodoros & Maroni and East Larnaca & Famagusta areas) and the
Dhekelia Sovereign Base Area - SBA. All trapping locations were reported to the relevant
enforcement authorities, either the SBA Police Anti-poaching unit or the Cyprus Game &
Fauna Service, depending on the location of the finds.

Summary of field findings: In total, 180 locations were checked, 102 within the Republic of

Cyprus and 78 within the Dhekelia Sovereign Base Area (SBA) — seven active mist netting
sites were detected. The field team recorded 15 active net rides for mist netting (cleared
“runs” in acacia plantations or other habitats e.g. orchards, olive trees, either holding nets
or where there was clear evidence of preparation for the setting and/or use of nets), which
summed up to a length of 302 metres (one of these rides was classified as an Active Unset
Net ride®, eleven rides were classified as Active No Net rides’ and three rides were classified
as Prepared?®).

Winter trapping activity: While it is not possible to use the field data to draw any statistically

reliable long term trends for winter trapping activity (since the standard monitoring protocol
has not been carried out for the last seven winter seasons i.e. since 2013) — the field data
suggest lower winter trapping activity compared to the previous winter with around half the
total of active sites and meters of netrides detected this season.

5 It is worth noting that sites where limesticks were detected for bird trapping in the past were excluded
from the winter spot check exercise. This was done in order to select a sample of likely active trapping
locations, since trapping with limesticks is mainly done during spring and autumn periods.

6 Active Unset Net: A net ride that has a set mistnet which has been furled a.k.a lowered.

7 Active No Net : A net ride that from the evidence found e.g. bird feathers, blood stains, thrown
pebbles, indicates that illegal activity was taking place the previous night / morning but no net is present
in situ.

8 Prepared: A net ride that is clearly ready to be used but there is no evidence e.g. bird feathers, blood
stains, thrown pebbles, to suggest illegal activity was taking place the previous night / morning.
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e Table 1 summarizes the field data for the winter surveys that BirdLife Cyprus has undertaken
since 2007, when winter monitoring begun. Compared to the winter 2018-19 season, it is
evident that winter trapping has decreased.

Table 1. Summary of winter field data of mist netting activity

2007- | 2008- | 2009- | 2010- | 2011- | 2012- | 2013- | 2014- | 2015- | 2016- | 2017- | 2018- | 2019-

08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Total
squares 44 44 81 53 39 38 87t 90! 73! 108! | 100' | 126' | 180!
surveyed
Total active

. 497 804 3830 936 616 384 1067 | 1415 627 765 183 617 302
net rides (m)

Mist nets in

. 22 3 31 11 34 14 53 48 15 15 0 5 1
situ (no)

Note 1: This is the number of locations checked (and not number of squares surveyed).

We note here that the Committee against Bird Slaughter (CABS) findings for the winter 2019-
20 season also suggest a decrease in trapping levels compared to the previous year®. It
should be noted that CABS use a different survey method to Birdlife Cyprus, hence findings
are not directly comparable, but rather complementary to each other.

e Trapping under different jurisdictions for winter 2019-2020:
o For Republic areas, seven active net rides for mist netting were detected after

checking 102 locations, summing up to a length of 141 meters
o For the SBA areas, eight active net rides for mist netting were detected after
checking 78 locations, summing up to a length of 161 meters?®,

e Enforcement:
BirdLife Cyprus reported the active trapping sites detected during the survey to the relevant
competent authorities.
o SBA Police anti-poaching unit feedback:
= Covert surveillance took place at one location in an attempt to catch the
trappers, however the operation was unsuccessful. The other location was
placed under surveillance, with no results.
= According to SBA Police enforcement statistics, in total, this agency
confiscated 21 mist nets, 35 limesitcks, eight calling devices, and no arrests
for illegal bird trapping for the months of December 2019 - February 2020,

% Information obtained from CABS winter camp report available sent to us via email on 23/3/20

10 Joint monitoring was carried out on four different occasions with the assistance of SBA police. On the
20/1/20 we checked 17 locations. On the 24/1/20 we checked 21 locations. On the 30/1/20 we checked
20 locations. On the 31/1/20 we checked 20 locations of which 2 were active with a combined 8 active
netrides.

11 Data provided to Birdlife Cyprus by SBA police via email on 9/7/20.
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O

Game & Fauna Service:
=  One location where an Active Unset net was found was ambushed by GFS,
however the trapper did not show up. When the site was later checked, no
net was found. No feedback was provided for the other locations reported
by Birdlife Cyprus.

Death estimate for the whole of 2019:

O

During spring 2019, it was estimated that fewer than 1,000 birds could have been
killed across the whole of Cyprus (BirdLife Cyprus, November 2019 report).

During autumn 2019, it was estimated that just under 600,000 birds could have
been killed across the whole of Cyprus (BirdLife Cyprus, April 2020 report).

The levels of winter 2019-2020 mist netting activity recorded by BirdLife Cyprus (see
above) suggest that trapping decreased compared to last year. As the method for
the winter survey is not the same as spring and autumn, it is not possible to establish
a death estimate comparable to those of spring and autumn. It is however possible
to estimate the number of birds killed in nets/net rides that were found active
during our spot check survey. This is conservatively estimated to be just under 7,600
birds; it is highlighted though that this number would be significantly higher for the
whole of Cyprus.

Therefore, it is conservatively estimated that during the whole of 2019, about
610,000 birds could have been killed across Cyprus.
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https://birdlifecyprus.org/udata/contents/files/Trapping-Reports/BirdLife%20Cyprus%20Spring%202019%20trapping%20report%20Public.pdf
https://birdlifecyprus.org/udata/contents/files/Trapping-Reports/BirdLife%20Cyprus_Autumn_2019_Trapping_report_Final_April%202020_for%20publication.pdf

4. Conclusions

BirdLife Cyprus undertook a spot check exercise in January 2020 for a period of 12 days in total,
checking 180 locations in total. These locations were randomly selected from the complete list
of trapping sites where mist netting activity has been detected in the past under our full survey
programme. Out of these 180 locations, 7 active mistnetting sites were recorded. The findings
included 15 active net rides for mist netting which summed up to a length of 302 metres.

Despite the fact that statistically reliable trends cannot be drawn from the winter survey data,
the field data indicate a decrease in mistnetting this winter compared with the 2018-2019
winter season.

The winter trapping season tends to fluctuate each year according to the number of Song
thrushes, the target species for winter trapping, which come to Cyprus to overwinter. This winter
the number of Song thrushes wintering in Cyprus was, the evidence suggests, much reduced.
This is evident from our birdwatching records for January/February 2020 as well from the
hunting bag statistics for the hunting season of 2019-2020 which the Game and Fauna service
published in May 2020 (see here). This document shows that 62% fewer Song thrush were legally
shot in 2019-2020 compared to 2018-2019, which suggests that there were fewer Song thrushes
wintering in Cyprus this winter compared to last. According to the bag stats, during the 2018-
2019 winter season, when we detected increased levels of trapping, more than 2.5 million Song
thrushes were legally shot. In winter 2019-2020, where trapping was reduced, just under 1
million Song thrush were legally shot. Click here to see the bag stats from 2018-2019.

Apart from the migration patterns, the weather can also play a big part in trapping levels. Windy
and rainy weather conditions are not ideal for trapping. This may have also played a part in the
reduction of trapping during the winter 2019-2020 season, as there were many days of
unsuitable weather.

Based on the field data gathered by BirdLife Cyprus during spring 2019, autumn 2019 and the
winter 2019-2020 seasons, it is conservatively estimated that about 610,000 birds could have
been killed across the whole of Cyprus in 2019. This is an increase from the estimated number
of birds killed during 2018, a disheartening result for us. There is still positive progress being
made by the SBA police in the Dhekelia Sovereign Base Area. However, in the Cyprus Republic
the closure of the Cyprus Police Anti-Poaching Unit in November 2019 has created a gap in terms
of enforcement action against the large, organised trappers. This issue needs to be addressed
by the Cyprus Government, in order to avoid a reversal of the positive progress that has been
achieved in recent years.
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http://www.moi.gov.cy/moi/wildlife/wildlife_new.nsf/web23_gr/4480C5DF906B97E8C225784100440DA2/$file/%CE%91%CF%80%CE%BF%CF%84%CE%B5%CE%BB%CE%AD%CF%83%CE%BC%CE%B1%CF%84%CE%B1%20%CE%A4%CE%B7%CE%BB%CE%B5%CF%86%CF%89%CE%BD%CE%B9%CE%BA%CE%AE%CF%82%20%CE%88%CF%81%CE%B5%CF%85%CE%BD%CE%B1%CF%82%20%CE%9A%CF%85%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%B3%CE%B5%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CE%AE%CF%82%20%CE%9A%CE%AC%CF%81%CF%80%CF%89%CF%83%CE%B7%CF%82%202019%20-%202020.pdf
http://www.moi.gov.cy/moi/wildlife/wildlife_new.nsf/web23_gr/4480C5DF906B97E8C225784100440DA2/$file/%CE%91%CF%80%CE%BF%CF%84%CE%B5%CE%BB%CE%AD%CF%83%CE%BC%CE%B1%CF%84%CE%B1%20%CF%84%CE%B7%CE%BB%CE%B5%CF%86%CF%89%CE%BD%CE%B9%CE%BA%CE%AE%CF%82%20%CE%AD%CF%81%CE%B5%CF%85%CE%BD%CE%B1%CF%82%20%CE%B3%CE%B9%CE%B1%20%CF%84%CE%B7%CE%BD%20%CE%9A%CE%AC%CF%81%CF%80%CF%89%CF%83%CE%B7%20%CF%84%CE%B7%CF%82%20%CE%BA%CF%85%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%B3%CE%B5%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CE%AE%CF%82%20%CF%80%CE%B5%CF%81%CE%B9%CF%8C%CE%B4%CE%BF%CF%85%202018%20-%202019.pdf
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Appendix 1

The following key assumptions are applied for the estimation of the birds killed:
e 12 metres is the assumed average length for a mist net.
e 20 birds are caught per 12-m net per day (Magnin, 1986).
e 0.5 birds are caught per limestick per day.
e 40 days is the duration of the trapping period for winter seasons.
e 50% scaling down factor — applied for spring and winter seasons to account for a lower
number of migrating birds passing via Cyprus compared to the autumn
e Netride categories ‘ANN’ (Active No Nets), ‘ASN’ (Active Set Nets) and ‘AUN’ (Active Unset
Nets) nets are assumed that they are active every day during the trapping season (read
Appendix 1 for details on net ride classification).
o Note: Net ride category ‘P’ (Prepared) is not taken into account for the estimation of
numbers of birds killed anymore, following the recommendation of BTO science
experts (BTO report, July 2015) to revise slightly the equation.

Using the above assumptions the bird death toll is estimated as follows for winter:

For nets = [(Total length of ANN+AUN+ASN rides)] / (average length of a net) x (20 birds per
net per day) x (length of trapping season in days) x (50% scaling down factor)
=227/12x20x40 = 15,133 x 50%

=7,567

For limesticks = (Total number of limesticks found) x (0.5 birds per limestick per day) x (length
of trapping season in days) x (50% scaling factor)

=0x0.5x40=0x50%

=0

Estimated number of birds killed in both nets/netrides and on limesticks found during our
survey = 7,567
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Appendix 2

Survey data for winter 2019-20
Evidence of illegal bird trapping activity from the spot check exercise

This is Sensitive information. If you want this information, please contact us directly.

Note 1: P — Prepared; ANN — Active No Net; AUN — Active Unset Net; ASN — Active Set Net
Note 2: 34 of the 180 locations checked this season were taken from CABS database and have not been included in the list above
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