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NepiAnyn

H nmapoloa avadopd mapouoldlel Ta TEAEUTALO EUPHLATO TOU OUVEXLIOLEVOU TIPOYPAUUATOC
mapakoAoUBOnaong tTnNg mapavopng nayideuong mouAlwy tou Mtnvoloyikou Tuvééopou Kompou,
yla tnv avotélatikn mepiodo 2020. Emonuaivetal 0tL n avadopd auth £XEL wG KUPLO OTOXO TOUG
umevBuvouc ota Kévtpa ANPNC amodAcewy KAl TOUG TTOALTIKOUG, e OKOTIO TNV EVNUEPWON, TNV
gualobntomnoinon Kat tnv Kwntomoinon yla Mo QMOTEAECHATIK SpAon yld QVTLUETWITLON
auToU TOU XPOVLOU OLKOAOYLKOU TIpOBANLATOG.

ZnUELWVETOL OTL auTh €lval n mpwtn xpovid mou o Mtnvoloyikdg Sev ékave TARPN €psuva
nediovu yla TNV avolElatikn oelov, OMwe MeplypAdETAL 0TO MTPWTIOKOAAO TOU TPOYPAUOTOG
napakoAoUBOnaong Tng mapavoung mayideuong MOUALWY. EVToUTOLG, yLa va €XEL L0 ELKOVA TNG
KOTaotaong tng avolElatikng mayidevong Sievépynoe £peuva eAéyxou onpeiwv (‘spot checks’)
Ta omola £xouv Bpebel evepyd ta tedeutaia tpia xpovia.

JuvoAlkd eAéyxBnkav 69 tomoBeoiec-onueia Kal and autd oxtw onueia kataypadnkav wg
gvepya yla mapavopn nayidevon movAlwv. H opdda mediov kateypae nmevie evepyd onueia
To omoia eiyav evdeifelg otL ywotav mayibevon pe £6Bepya, kal tpia onueio ota omoia
Bp€bnkav otnuéva E6Pepya. OAeg oL evepyec TonoBeoieg-onueia mpowBRBnkav otnv Yiinpeoia
Onpag kal Navidag, oL omoia KATAYYENE Eva TAYLOEUTH.

Av kal Sev elvat duvatdv va e€axBoUv CUUMEPACLOTA OXETLKA E TLG TACELG TNG Tlayideuong yla
Vv avolfn, O6edopévou OTL TO TPWTIOKOAAO TapakoAoUBnong tou MMtnvoAoyikol &gv
akohouBnBnke yla autrv tnv avolén, sivatl cadég ano ta Sdedopéva nediou OTL N mayidevon pe
€6Bepya TNV Avolén e€akolouBel va LoyUeL o€ epLoplopévo Babpo. Dailvetal OTL akOun Kol e
TOUG TEepLOPLOPOUC KukAodopiag yla to COVID-19, oplopévol mayldeutég e€akolouBouv va
elvat SlateBepévol va Slakvduveloouv tnv emiBoln mpooTipwy, OxL HOVo yla TIPAvVoN
nayideuon mouAlwy, aAAd Kal yla TapaBiacn Twv Kavoviopuwv KukAodopiag. MNa auto to Adyo
6ev Ba mpémel va undpéel xaAdpwon 1 €PNOUXACHOG TWV SLWKTIKWY apXWwV ylad UtV TNV
niepiodo, wote va anodeuyBel omolodnmote MowyLPLOpA TN TTPOOSOU ToU £XEL eMLTeUXOel Ta
teleutala xpovia otn Helwaon TNG avoLELATIKNG Ttayideuong.

Ta €€0da auTn¢ TG avollatikng Epeuvag kaAldOnkav and to NABU (BirdLife otn Meppavia) kot
To RSPB (BirdLife oto Hvwpuévo BaoiAelo).



Summary

This report presents the latest findings of the on-going BirdLife Cyprus surveillance programme
on illegal bird trapping, relating to the spring 2020 season. It is highlighted that this report is
mainly aimed at top decision makers and politicians, with the aim of informing, raising
awareness and generating momentum for more effective action to tackle this chronic ecological
problem.

It is worth noting that this year is the first year that BirdLife has not undertaken a complete
survey in spring following its standard survey protocol. However, in order to gain an insight into
the spring trapping situation, a ‘spot check’ exercise was undertaken, whereby a sample of active
trapping sites from the previous three spring seasons were selected and checked for activity.

Overall, 69 locations were checked and out of these, eight sites were found to be active with
illegal bird trapping. The field team recorded five active trapping sites which had evidence of
trapping with limesticks, while three sites were detected with limesticks set out. All active sites
were reported to the Game and Fauna Service, which successfully prosecuted one trapper.

Although it is not possible to draw conclusions about the trends for spring trapping activity, since
the standard monitoring protocol of BirdLife Cyprus was not followed for spring 2020, it is clear
from the field data collected that trapping with limesticks in spring is still occurring, at least to a
limited extent. It appears that even with lockdown restrictions in place for COVID-19, some
trappers were still willing to risk the imposition of fines, not only for illegal trapping, but also for
breaking lockdown regulations. For this reason there should be no relaxation or complacency by
the competent authorities during the spring seasons, in order to avoid any setback to the
progress made in recent years in reducing spring trapping.

The costs for this spring survey was covered by NABU (BirdLife in Germany), and the RSPB
(BirdLife in UK).



1. Overview of bird trapping in Cyprus

Trapping with non-selective methods (mist nets and limesticks) and the trade of wild birds have
been prohibited since 1974 under Cyprus legislation, when the law ‘Protection and Development
of Game and Wild Birds Law of 1974 (39/1974) was introduced. Moreover, in 1988 Cyprus
ratified the 1979 Bern Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural
Habitats, adopting a long list of birds as protected, including the Blackcap (Sylvia atricapilla),
hence prohibiting the killing (hunting) and consumption of Blackcaps (Blackcaps are the main
target species of illegal bird trapping in autumn in Cyprus). With Cyprus joining the EU in 2004,
EU Birds Directive (2009/147/EC, formerly 79/409/EEC) was transposed into Cyprus Law N.
152(1)/2003, prohibiting anew the use of non-selective methods including mist nets, limesticks
and calling devices, as well as the possession of trapping equipment, trapped birds and the
trading and eating of trapped birds.

Historically, trapped birds — mostly Blackcaps - were a food supplement for what were mostly
poor island inhabitants living off the land. The practice of bird trapping in Cyprus has been
recorded in historical documents from the Middle Ages and even earlier times. However,
trapping as practiced in Cyprus today bears no relation to historical ‘tradition’.

Nowadays, bird trapping in Cyprus is widespread and extensive, contributing to the large scale
killing of hundreds of thousands of migratory and wintering birds. Survey records show that 157
bird species have been found trapped in mist nets or on limesticks, of which 82 are listed as
conservation priority species under the EU Birds Directive and/or by BirdLife International®. This
is a clear indication of the non-selective nature of these methods. This illegal activity has become
a profitable business controlled to a large extent by the ‘big’ trappers who are often also
involved in organised crime. The Cyprus Game & Fauna Service estimated this illegal business to
be valued in the order of 15 million euros per year®.

Apart from the extensive use of non-selective methods for illegal bird trapping in Cyprus,
organised trappers nowadays use illegal electronic calling devices that imitate the calls of
migratory birds. These calling devices are normally operated at night, luring the birds into the
trapping sites and hence increasing the illegal catch. A recent academic study undertaken in
Cyprus has shown that the use of electronic calling devices (song playback) is highly effective in
luring birds towards trapping sites (Sebastianelli M. et al, 2020). The findings of this study
showed that playback not only increased the number of individuals of target species captured
by six to eight times, but also significantly increased bycatch. The study authors concluded that:
‘Our findings thus show that in contrast to popular belief that tape lures are a selective trapping

! The specific articles of Law 39/1974 that prohibited the trapping and trade of wild birds include: Article
10 (‘prohibition of hunting etc. of certain bird species’, without including the blackcap either in the
protected or the game species), Article 14 (‘prohibition of offering game or wild birds in restaurants
etc.’) and Article 15 (‘prohibition of the use of light projectors, traps, luring methods, limesticks and
flushing of birds).

2 BirdLife Cyprus ‘List of birds recorded trapped in mist nets and on limesticks’ found here.

3 Game and Fauna Service (17" March 2010), Position paper presented at the Committee of
Environment of the Cyprus House of Parliament during a discussion to change the legislation on the
protection and management of wild birds and game species
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https://birdlifecyprus.org/species-affected-by-trapping

method, they also lead to increased captures of non-target species, which can include species of
conservation concern’.

These calling devices can often be heard easily from hundreds of metres away from trapping
sites at night, highlighting the extensive use of calling devices and their intensity within the
trapping areas.

This report presents the results for spring 2020 survey. It should be noted that during spring
illegal trappers target mainly Blackcaps, although other migrating songbirdss are also taken.
Trapped birds are either served as expensive ambelopoulia ‘delicacies’ in local restaurants or
are sold and used for home consumption.

Overall in the past few years the field data gathered have shown a reduction in trapping levels,
with exception of winter trapping which tends to fluctuate depending on migration and the
weather conditions. This is a positive change and Birdlife Cyprus hopes it will be maintained.



2. BirdLife Cyprus surveillance programme

BirdLife Cyprus is a non-profit NGO working for the protection and conservation of birds, their
habitats and wider biodiversity, and is the Partner of BirdLife International in Cyprus. With
support from the RSPB (BirdLife in UK), BirdLife Cyprus has undertaken a systematic surveillance
programme of illegal bird trapping in Cyprus since autumn 2002, providing a long record of
trapping activity and giving the NGO a very good measure of expertise on the issue. The
surveillance programme follows a ‘Bird Trapping Monitoring Protocol’ that was developed by
BirdLife Cyprus and the RSPB, in consultation with the Cyprus Game & Fauna Service and the
British Sovereign Base Area (SBA) police at the start of the programme. Figure 1 shows the main
areas of bird trapping; monitoring is concentrated in the two areas (numbered 1 and 2) where
extensive trapping takes place:

1. Kokkinochoria area (Eastern Larnaca/Famagusta area) — this area also includes the
Dhekelia Eastern Sovereign Base (ESBA) area), and

2. Ayios Theodoros and Maroni area (Western Larnaca).

General Trapping Areas Cyprus

Sector

[ 1. kokkinochoria (LarnacalFamagusta Area)
[ 2 Ayios Theodoros-Maroni Area
[ 3 tiavea

[ 4 wthrodontas Area

[ 5.7rc0d0s Area

[ s solea vatiey

[ 7. maratnasa valiey

[ & kampos valiey

E 9. Akamas Area

[ 10. Peyeia avea

Map created by BirdLife Cyprus, 2020
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Figure 1. Map of Cyprus showing the main trapping areas

Although trapping is also an issue in other areas of Cyprus, the survey efforts focus on these two
main areas due to resource limitations and because they hold the highest trapping activity.



It is worth noting that BirdLife Cyprus did not undertake a complete field survey for the spring
2020 season as described in its monitoring protocol?, but rather a ‘spot check’ exercise. A similar
‘spot check’ exercise has been carried out during winter for the past 6 seasons. However, this is
the first spring season that BirdLife Cyprus has used this simpler survey method, primarily due
to the fact that trapping levels with mistnets in spring have been reducing year after year - during
the 2019 spring trapping season no active netrides were recorded. Hence, Birdlife Cyprus re-
evaluated its resources and methodology and it was decided that for this spring season a simpler
but more targeted survey would be undertaken, checking locations that were found active by
both Birdlife Cyprus and CABS in the last three spring seasons.

The project is undertaken in close co-operation with the Game & Fauna Service and the SBA
Police. When trapping paraphernalia is found, the BirdLife Cyprus team contacts and reports
them to the relevant enforcement authorities. It should be noted that the BirdLife Cyprus
observers never confront suspected trappers and never remove trapping paraphernalia.

BirdLife Cyprus would like to express its particular thanks to thank the RSPB (BirdLife in UK) for
supporting the project financially since the beginning in 2002. Furthermore, BirdLife Cyprus
would like to thank NABU (BirdLife in Germany) for their financial support since 2013 onwards.
Finally, BirdLife Cyprus would like to thank the volunteer that helped in the monitoring survey
and the gathering of the field data in spring 2020.

4 For more information regarding the surveillance programme of BirdLife Cyprus, read the latest autumn
2019 trapping report here.


https://birdlifecyprus.org/udata/contents/files/Trapping-Reports/BirdLife%20Cyprus_Autumn_2019_Trapping_report_Final_April%202020_for%20publication.pdf

3. Results

Field survey: the spring 2020 spot check survey of trapping sites was carried out from mid-
April till the end of April 2020, with seven days of field work in total. As already stated,
BirdLife Cyprus did not undertake a complete survey following the standard survey protocol
for this season, in order to utilise its limited resources on awareness raising and other
campaigning activities as well. Instead, and in order to gain an insight into the spring
trapping situation a ‘spot check’ exercise was undertaken. A proportion of the sites selected
were from the Committee Against Bird Slaughter (CABS) database, and it should be noted
that 90% of the sites checked were associated with limestick trapping in the past, most of
them having been found active over the last three spring seasons. It was ensured that the
selected sites covered both the Republic of Cyprus (covering both Ayios Theodoros & Maroni
and East Larnaca & Famagusta areas) and the Dhekelia Sovereign Base Area - SBA. It was
also interesting to see if people would be trapping at all in spring 2020 under the COVID-19
lockdown conditions, which the Cyprus Government enforced from mid-March to mid-May.
All trapping locations were reported to the relevant enforcement authorities, either the SBA
Police Anti-poaching unit or the Cyprus Game & Fauna Service, depending on the location
of the finds.

Summary of field findings: In total, 69 locations were checked, 56 within the Republic of
Cyprus and 13 within the Dhekelia Sovereign Base Area (SBA) — Eight active limestick
trapping sites were detected. Five of the sites showed evidence of trapping with limesticks

whereas at three sites limesticks were found set out — in total eleven limesticks were
detected.

Spring trapping activity: It is not possible to use the 2020 field data to draw any statistically
reliable long term trends for spring trapping activity. Firstly, this is the first year that BirdLife
did not follow the standard monitoring protocol for the spring survey, hence our field data

are not comparable across the seasons. Secondly, this year’s survey focussed on selecting
sites where trapping had been detected in the last three spring trapping seasons. And
thirdly, almost all sites checked this season were associated with past limestick trapping,
rather than the mistnetting sites which our survey usually focuses on. This is because our
data from previous seasons showed a large decline in mistnetting activity during the spring
seasons, an encouraging decrease, while trapping with limesticks appeared to still be
happening.



e Table 1 summarizes the field data for the spring surveys that BirdLife Cyprus has undertaken.

Table 1. Summary of spring field data of mist netting activity

2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018 | 2019 | 2020
Total squares checked 41 40 40 40 40 40 38 42 41 69!
Total active net rides (m) 1475 | 387 669 | 908 | 190 | 120 | 101 53 0 0
Mist nets in situ (no) 18 12 5 7 0 1 0 0 0 0
Limesticks/Limestick sites found active | 0/0 | 142/4 | 5/1 | 26/2 | 0/0 4/1 0/0 0/0 4/1 11/3

Note 1: This is the number of locations checked (and not number of squares surveyed).

e Trapping under different jurisdictions for Spring 2020:

o For Republic areas, seven limestick trapping sites were found active, at three of

them limesticks were set out on site.

o For the SBA areas, one limestick trapping site was found active.

e Enforcement:

BirdLife Cyprus reported the active trapping sites detected during the survey to the relevant

competent authorities.

o SBA Police anti-poaching unit feedback:
= One site was reported to the SBA police, which was placed under

surveillance, however nothing further occurred.
o Game & Fauna Service (GFS):

= Seven sites were reported to the GFS and at one site a trapper was

prosecuted and eleven limesticks were confiscated.
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4. Conclusions

BirdLife Cyprus undertook a ‘spot check’ exercise in April 2020 for a period of seven days in total,
checking 69 locations. These locations were selected from trapping sites where spring trapping
activity was recorded in the last three years. Out of these 69 locations, eight active limestick
trapping sites were recorded. The findings included eleven set limesticks.

This is the first season that this survey method is adopted for spring trapping by BirdLife Cyprus
— it should be noted that ‘spot check’ field surveys have been carried out for winter monitoring
for a number of years though. Hence our field data are not comparable across the spring
seasons, however our findings suggest that spring trapping with limesticks is still an issue which
needs to be addressed. For this reason there should be no relaxation or complacency by the
competent authorities during the spring seasons, in order to avoid any setback to the progress
made in recent years in reducing spring trapping.
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Appendix 1

Survey data for Spring 2020
Evidence of illegal bird trapping activity from the ‘spot check’ exercise

Confidential Information. Only provided upon approval of request.
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