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NepiAnyn

H nmapoloa avadopd mapouoldlel Ta TEAEUTAL EUPHUATO TOU CUVEXLIOEVOU TIPOYPAUUATOC
mapakoAoUBOnaong tTnNg mapavopng nayideuong mouAlwy tou Mtnvoloyikou Tuvééopou Kompou,
yla tn Xeepuvn) mepiodo 2020-21. Emonpaivetal 0t n avadpopd autr EXEL WG KUPLO OTOXO TOUG
umevBuvouc ota kévtpa ANPNG amodAcewy Kal TOUG TTOALTIKOUG, e GKOTIO TNV EVNUEPWON, TNV
gualobntomnoinon Kat tnv Kwntomoinon yla Mo QMOTEAECHUATIK SpAon yld QVTLUETWTLON
auToU TOU XPOVLOU OLKOAOYLKOU TIPOBANATOG.

JNUELWVETAL OTL TA TEAEUTALA XPOVLIA yLa TNV XELUEPLVA Tiepiodo, o MtnvoAoylkog Sev KAVEL
mANpn €peuva  mediou OMWC TEPLYPAPETOL OTO TPWTOKOAO TOU TIPOYPALHOTOG
napakoAouBOnaong tng mapdvoung mayideuong mouAwwy. Evtoltolg, yia va €xel pua EekaBbapn
€1KOVA TNG KATAOTACNC TNC XELUEPLVNG Ttayideuaong Slevepyel £peuva eAéyxou onuelwv (spot
checks) omou £va Selypa onueiwy omou eixe kataypadel, oe mponyolueva xpovia, mayideuon,
g\éyyovtal yLa Tuxov mopavoun mayideuon. Auth gival n 6ySon cuveXOUEVN XELLEPLVN €peuva
nieblou omou epapudletal auth n HEB0SoG EAEyXOU onpEiwy.

JuvoAika, eAéyxBnkav 150 tomoBeoieg-onueia Kol amd autd, EMTA onpeia Kataypadnkav wg
gvepya yla apdvopn nayideuon mouvAlwv. H opdda nedilou katéypale 15 evepyég SLadpouEC
yia Sixtua (5l1aSpoUEC OE TIEPLOXEG LE AKAKLIEG I} AAAN BAAOTNON T.X. TOPTOKAAEWVEG, EAOILWVEG,
omnou Bp£bnkav diytua n euprpata OTL yivetal mayideuaon), e CUVOALKO Hrkog 280 pETpa.

Mapoho mou dev eival duvatov va e€oxbolv oTATIOTIKA PACLUEG TACELS VLA TA XELUEPLVA
enineda mayideuong mouvAlwy, adou Sev £yive MARPNC Epeuva ediou OMWE MePLYPAPETAL OTO
TPWTOKOAAO TOU TIPOYPAUUATOC TapakoAouBnaong Tou MtnvoAoyLkou, Ta EUPHKATA QUTHG TNG
XELEPLVAG TEPLOSOU UTIOSELKVUOUVY OTL UTINPEE ULa LKPH Helwon otnv mayideuon pe Siytua oe
olykplon e tnv mepiodo 2019-20. H xewepivr mayibsvon, wotodoo, e€aptdtal TTOAU amo T
HETavAoteuon NG TlikAag otnv Kumpo kabwg Kal TI¢ KALPLKEG CUVONKEG. Ta AMOTEAECUOTA TNG
TNAEPWVIKAG EPEUVAG VLA TNV KUVNYETLKI KApTiwon Tou Ste€ayel kABe xpovo n Yninpeoia Onpag
kal Navidag deiyvouv peiwon katd 39% otov aplOpo Twv T{KAWY TOU OKOTWONKAV VOULUA TO
2020-21 o€ ouykplon pe to 2019-20. Auto beiyvel OtL untipxav Alyotepa ouAld otnv Kumpo,
KAtL tou Ba pnmopoloe va €EnynoeL, oe KAmolo Babuod TouAdylotov, Ta pelwpéva emineda
Tayideuong mou kotaypddnKay amo TV oOpada Hag AUTOV TOV XELLWVA.

Me Baon tig koataypadég tou MinvoloywkoU yia thv avolén, ¢Owonwpo Kal XELpwva,
EKTLHATAL, OUVTNENTIKA, OTL yla To 2020 cuvoAlkd, yupw otig 406,000 mouALld pmopel va
favatwBnkav and tnv napdavoun nayidbeuon o€ oAOKAnpn tv Kumpo, oe oUyKpLON LE TIG
610,000 XALdS£g TTOUALA TTOU EKTLHOUE OTL oKoTwOnKav to 2019. Auth N GUVOALKN Heiwon
odeiletal Kupiwg otn peiwon tng nayidevong pe dixtva yia to ¢pOwvonwpo 2020, Wblaitepa
€VTOG NG Bpetavikig Baong AskéAelog Omou ta teAeutaia xpovia £xel kotaypodel pa
onMavTLKA Heiwon. Evtag tng Kunplakig Anpokpartiag ta tTeAsutaia xpovia kataypddovron
OUEOELWOELG OE OXEON LLE TA ENiMeSa mayidevong pe dixtva evw n xprnon §opepywv dpaiveton
va Tapouctdcel avénorn. Moteloupe Ot auto odeiletal oTIq XAAAPWOEL TOU VOLLOU TTIOU
£€xouv untepPnolotei ta tedsutaia xpovia and thv Kunplakrp BouAR, kot tdlaitepa otn véa
npovola yla e§wdiko npootio 200 eupw LOVOV yLOL TOL A8 LK LLOTO THG TAPAVONG ItayiSeuong



Ue E0Bepya N TNG BavATWONG E KUVNYETLKO OTA0 UEXPL Kal 50 movAwwv and pa Aiota 14
€L8WV TOVALWV.

Ta €060 AUTAG TNG XEWWEPLVAG Epeuvac KaAUDONKke , and to NABU (BirdLife otn Mepupavia) kat
To RSPB (BirdLife oto Hvwpévo Baoilelo).



Summary

This report presents the latest findings of the on-going BirdLife Cyprus surveillance programme
on illegal bird trapping, relating to the winter 2020-21 season. It is highlighted that this report is
mainly aimed at top decision makers and politicians, with the aim of informing, raising
awareness and generating momentum for more effective action to tackle this chronic ecological
problem.

It is worth noting that for the last eight winter seasons BirdLife has not undertaken a complete
survey following its standard survey protocol. However, in order to have a reliable insight into
the winter trapping situation a spot check exercise has been undertaken, whereby a sample of
previously recorded trapping sites is checked for bird trapping activity.

Overall, 150 locations were checked and out of these, seven sites were found to be active with
illegal bird trapping. The field team recorded 15 active net rides for mist netting (cleared “runs”
in acacia plantations or other habitats e.g. orchards, olive trees, either holding nets or where
there was clear evidence of preparation for the setting and/or use of nets), which summed up
to a length of 280 metres.

Although it is not possible to draw conclusions about the long-term trends for winter trapping
activity, since the standard monitoring protocol of BirdLife Cyprus is not followed for the winter,
the findings from this season’s survey suggested a slight decrease in winter mist-netting activity
in Cyprus compared to winter 2019-20. Winter trapping however, is very dependent on
migration of Song thrush to the island as well as the weather. The hunting bag statistics
published by the Game and Fauna service showed a 39% reduction in the number of Song
thrushes killed legally in 2020-21 compared to 2019-20. This suggests that there were in fact a
lot fewer thrushes overwintering in Cyprus, which could explain, at least in part, the reduced
levels of trapping our field team recorded this winter.

Based on BirdLife Cyprus field data gathered for spring, autumn and winter seasons, it can be
estimated that in 2020 as a whole, around 406,000 birds could have been killed across the
whole island, in comparison to the 2019 estimate of 610,000 birds. This overall reduction is
attributed to a reduction in mist net trapping in autumn 2020, particularly in the Sovereign
Base Areas, where a substantial reduction in trapping has been recorded. Within the Republic
of Cyprus, the trapping levels have been fluctuating over the past few years in regards to mist
netting while trapping with limesticks has shown an increase. We believe that this can be
attributed to relaxations in the law approved by the Cyprus parliament, and especially the on-
the-spot fine amendment which means a fine of only 200 euro being issued for the offences
of illegal trapping with limesticks or the killing with shotgun of up to 50 birds from a list of 14
specific bird species.

The costs for this winter’s survey were covered by NABU (BirdLife in Germany), and the RSPB
(BirdLife in UK).



1. Overview of bird trapping in Cyprus

Trapping with non-selective methods (mist nets and limesticks) and the trade of wild birds have
been prohibited since 1974 under Cyprus legislation, when the ‘Protection and Development of
Game and Wild Birds Law of 1974 (39/1974)’ was introduced?. Moreover, in 1988 Cyprus ratified
the 1979 Bern Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats,
adopting a long list of birds as protected, including the Blackcap (Sylvia atricapilla), hence
prohibiting the killing (hunting) and consumption of Blackcaps (Blackcaps are the main target
species of illegal bird trapping in autumn in Cyprus). With Cyprus joining the EU in 2004, EU Birds
Directive (2009/147/EC, formerly 79/409/EEC) was transposed into Cyprus Law N. 152(1)/2003,
prohibiting anew the use of non-selective methods including mist nets, limesticks and calling
devices, as well as the possession of trapping equipment, trapped birds and the trading and
eating of trapped birds.

Historically, trapped birds — mostly Blackcaps - were a food supplement for what were mostly
poor island inhabitants living off the land. The practice of bird trapping in Cyprus has been
recorded in historical documents from the Middle Ages and even earlier times. However,
trapping as practiced in Cyprus today bears no relation to historical ‘tradition’.

Nowadays, bird trapping in Cyprus is widespread and extensive, contributing to the large-scale
killing of hundreds of thousands of migratory and wintering birds. Survey records show that 157
bird species have been found trapped in mist nets or on limesticks, of which 82 are listed as
conservation priority species under the EU Birds Directive and/or by BirdLife International?®. This
is a clear indication of the non-selective nature of these methods. This illegal activity has become
a profitable business controlled to a large extent by the ‘big’ trappers who are often also
involved in organised crime. The Cyprus Game & Fauna Service estimated this illegal business to
be valued in the order of 15 million euros per year®.

Apart from the extensive use of non-selective methods for illegal bird trapping in Cyprus,
organised trappers nowadays use illegal electronic calling devices that imitate the calls of
migratory birds. These calling devices are normally operated at night, luring the birds into the
trapping sites and hence increasing the illegal catch. A recent academic study undertaken in
Cyprus has shown that the use of electronic calling devices (song playback) is highly effective in
luring birds towards trapping sites (Sebastianelli M. et al 2020). The findings of this study showed
that playback not only increased the number of individuals of target species captured by six to
eight times, but also significantly increased bycatch. The study authors concluded that: ‘Our
findings thus show that in contrast to popular belief that tape lures are a selective trapping

! The specific articles of Law 39/1974 that prohibited the trapping and trade of wild birds include: Article
10 (‘prohibition of hunting etc. of certain bird species’, without including the blackcap either in the
protected or the game species), Article 14 (‘prohibition of offering game or wild birds in restaurants
etc.’) and Article 15 (‘prohibition of the use of light projectors, traps, luring methods, limesticks and
flushing of birds).

2 BirdLife Cyprus ‘List of birds recorded trapped in mist nets and on limesticks’ found here.

3 Game and Fauna Service (17" March 2010), Position paper presented at the Committee of
Environment of the Cyprus House of Parliament during a discussion to change the legislation on the
protection and management of wild birds and game species
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https://birdlifecyprus.org/species-affected-by-trapping

method, they also lead to increased captures of non-target species, which can include species of
conservation concern’.

These calling devices can often be heard easily from hundreds of metres away from trapping
sites at night, highlighting the extensive use of calling devices and their intensity within the
trapping areas.

This report presents the results for winter 2020-21 survey. It should be noted that during winter
the illegal trappers target mainly wintering Song thrushes (Turdus philomelos), in contrast to
spring and autumn seasons, when the main target species are Blackcaps (Sylvia atricapilla) and
other migrant songbirds. Trapped birds are either served as expensive ambelopoulia ‘delicacies’
in local restaurants or are sold and used for home consumption.



2. BirdLife Cyprus surveillance programme

BirdLife Cyprus is a non-profit NGO working for the protection and conservation of birds, their
habitats and wider biodiversity, and is the Partner of BirdLife International in Cyprus. With
support from the RSPB (BirdLife in UK), and NABU (Birdlife in Germany), BirdLife Cyprus has
undertaken a systematic surveillance programme of illegal bird trapping in Cyprus since autumn
2002, providing a long record of trapping activity and giving the NGO a very good measure of
expertise on the issue. The surveillance programme follows a ‘Bird Trapping Monitoring
Protocol’ that was developed by BirdLife Cyprus and the RSPB, in consultation with the Cyprus
Game & Fauna Service and the British Sovereign Base Area (SBA) police at the start of the
programme. Figure 1 shows the main areas of bird trapping; monitoring is concentrated in the
two areas (numbered 1 and 2) where extensive trapping takes place:

1. Kokkinochoria area (Eastern Larnaca/Famagusta area) — this area also includes the
Dhekelia Eastern Sovereign Base (ESBA) area), and

2. Ayios Theodoros and Maroni area (Western Larnaca).

General Trapping Areas Cyprus

Sector

[ 1. kokkinochoria (LarnacalFamagusta Area)
[ 2 Ayios Theodoros-Maroni Area
[ 3 tiavea

[ 4 wthrodontas Area

[ 5.7rc0d0s Area

[ s solea vatiey

[ 7. maratnasa valiey

[ & kampos valiey

E 9. Akamas Area

[ 10. Peyeia avea

Map created by BirdLife Cyprus, 2020
40 Kilometer:
Geoliys, Entuty Geogrphics, CHNESMGm DB, USDA, UBSE, AsrolRID, IGN, and

Figure 1. Map of Cyprus showing the main trapping areas

Although trapping is also an issue in other areas of Cyprus, the survey efforts focus on these two
main areas due to resource limitations and because they hold the highest trapping activity.



It is worth noting that BirdLife Cyprus did not undertake a complete field survey for the winter
2020-21 season as described in its monitoring protocol®, but rather a ‘spot check’ exercise. This
is the eighth consecutive winter season that BirdLife Cyprus has used this simpler survey
method, primarily due to limited resources (To see data from prior to ‘spot check’ exercise go
to Appendix 3) This method involves undertaking spot checks at trapping sites, randomly
selected and stratified to ensure a representative coverage of areas under the SBA
Administration and the Republic of Cyprus, in order to get an overall picture of winter trapping.

The project is undertaken in close co-operation with the Game & Fauna Service and the SBA
Police. When trapping paraphernalia is found, the BirdLife Cyprus team contacts and reports
them to the relevant enforcement authorities. It should be noted that the BirdLife Cyprus
observers never confront suspected trappers and never remove trapping paraphernalia.

BirdLife Cyprus would like to express its particular thanks to RSPB (BirdLife in UK) for supporting
the project financially since the beginning in 2002. Furthermore, BirdLife Cyprus would like to
thank NABU (BirdLife in Germany) for their financial support since 2013 onwards. Finally,
BirdLife Cyprus would like to thank the volunteer that helped in the monitoring survey and the
gathering of the field data.

4 For more information regarding the surveillance programme of BirdLife Cyprus, read the latest autumn
2020 trapping report here.


https://birdlifecyprus.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2021/03/BirdLife-Cyprus_Autumn_2020_Trapping_report_FINAL_For_Publication.pdf

3. Results

Field survey: the winter 2020-21 spot check survey of trapping sites was carried out from
mid-January till the beginning of February, with 13 days of field work in total. As already
stated, BirdLife Cyprus did not undertake a complete survey following the standard survey
protocol for this season, in order to utilise limited resources on awareness raising and other
campaigning activities as well. However, in order to have an insight into the winter trapping
situation a spot check exercise was undertaken, checking about 25% of the trapping sites
where mist netting activity had been detected in the past®, as well as some sites which
Committee Against Bird Slaughter (CABS) had found activity in the previous winter season.
The sites were randomly selected for this exercise in order to cover both the Republic of
Cyprus (covering both Ayios Theodoros & Maroni and East Larnaca & Famagusta areas) and
the Dhekelia Sovereign Base Area - SBA. All trapping locations were reported to the relevant
enforcement authorities, either the SBA Police Anti-poaching unit or the Cyprus Game &
Fauna Service, depending on the location of the finds.

Summary of field findings: In total, 150 locations were checked, 111 within the Republic of

Cyprus and 39 within the Dhekelia Sovereign Base Area (SBA) — seven active mist netting
sites were detected, as well as three active limestick sites. The field team recorded 15 active
net rides for mist netting (cleared “runs” in acacia plantations or other habitats e.g.
orchards, olive trees, either holding nets or where there was clear evidence of preparation
for the setting and/or use of nets), which summed up to a length of 280 metres (nine rides
were classified as ‘Active No Net’ rides® and six rides were classified as ‘Prepared’’).

Winter trapping activity: While it is not possible to use the field data to draw any statistically

reliable long term trends for winter trapping activity (since the standard monitoring protocol
has not been carried out for the last seven winter seasons i.e. since 2013) — the field data
suggest a slight decrease in winter trapping activity recorded compared to the previous
winter.

5> Because of a noted increase in limestick trapping during the autumn 2020 season, we also included
several limestick trapping sites in our survey this winter season. In the past limestick trapping sites were
not included in the survey as trapping with limesticks happened mainly during the autumn and spring
seasons.

6 Active No Net : A net ride that from the evidence found e.g. bird feathers, blood stains, thrown
pebbles, indicates that illegal activity was taking place the previous night / morning but no net is present
in situ.

7 Prepared: A net ride that is clearly ready to be used but there is no evidence e.g. bird feathers, blood
stains, thrown pebbles, to suggest illegal activity was taking place the previous night / morning.
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e Table 1 summarizes the field data for the winter surveys that BirdLife Cyprus has undertaken
since 2007, when winter monitoring begun. Compared to the winter 2019-20 season, it is
evident that trapping has decreased slightly.

Table 1. Summary of winter field data of mist netting activity from 2013-14 onwards

2013-14 | 2014-15 | 2015-16 | 2016-17 | 2017-18 | 2018-19 | 2019-20 | 2020-21

Total
locations/points 87 90 73 108 100 126 180 150
checked

Total active net
. 1067 1415 627 765 183 617 302 280
rides (m)

Mist nets in situ
53 48 15 15 0 5 1 0
(no)

e Trapping under different jurisdictions for winter 2020-21.:
o For Republic areas, 11 active net rides for mist netting were detected after checking

111 locations, summing up to a length of 200 meters. Two locations where limestick
trapping was taking place were also detected.

o Forthe SBA areas, four active net rides for mist netting were detected after checking
39 locations, summing up to a length of 80 meters®. One location where limestick
trapping was taking place was also detected.

e Enforcement:
BirdLife Cyprus reported the active trapping sites detected during the survey to the relevant
competent authorities.
o SBA Police anti-poaching unit feedback:
= Al sites were placed under observation, however nothing further was
detected by the SBA police.

o Game & Fauna Service:
= No official feedback was received from the Game and Fauna Service;
however, we have some unofficial feedback from wardens who checked
locations that we reported to them directly. At one location two mistnets
and a calling device were confiscated.

8 Joint monitoring was carried out on three different occasions with the assistance of SBA police. On the
21/1/21 we checked 11 locations. On the 29/1/21 we checked 11 locations. On 5/2/21 we checked 17
locations of which two sites were active and one was prepared.
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Death estimate for the whole of 2020:

O

During spring 2020, from the limesticks that were found during the survey, it was
estimated that 110 birds could have been killed. However this does not accurately
represent the number of birds killed, as the majority of sites which our field team
located was based on evidence of glue and feathers but did not have set limesticks
and not set limesticks (BirdLife Cyprus, October 2020 report).

During autumn 2020, it was estimated that just under 400,000 birds could have
been killed across the whole of Cyprus (BirdLife Cyprus, March 2021 report).

The levels of winter 2020-21 mist netting activity recorded by BirdLife Cyprus (see
above) suggest that trapping was at a similar level compared to last year. As the
method for the winter survey is not the same as autumn, it is not possible to
establish an accurate death estimate comparable to that of the autumn. It is
however possible to estimate the number of birds killed in nets/net rides that were
found active during our spot check survey. This is therefore conservatively
estimated to be around 5,550 birds. It is highlighted though that this number would
be significantly higher for the whole of Cyprus.

Therefore, it is conservatively estimated that during the whole of 2020, just under
406,000 birds could have been illegally trapped and killed across Cyprus.
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https://birdlifecyprus.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2020/12/BirdLife-Cyprus_-Spring-2020_-Trapping-report-FINAL-for-publication.pdf
https://birdlifecyprus.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2021/03/BirdLife-Cyprus_Autumn_2020_Trapping_report_FINAL_For_Publication.pdf

4. Conclusions

BirdLife Cyprus undertook a spot check exercise in January and February 2020 for a period of 13
days in total, checking 150 locations in total. These locations were randomly selected from the
complete list of trapping sites where mist netting activity has been detected in the past during
our full survey programme, as well as other locations found by CABS members in the previous
season. Out of these 150 locations, seven active mist netting sites were recorded. The findings
included 15 active net rides for mist netting, which summed up to a length of 280 metres.

Despite the fact that statistically reliable trends cannot be drawn from the winter survey data,
the field data indicate a slight decrease in mist netting this winter compared with the 2019-20
winter season.

The winter trapping season tends to fluctuate each year according to the number of Song
thrushes, the target species for winter trapping, which come to Cyprus to overwinter. This winter
the number of Song thrushes wintering in Cyprus was, the evidence suggests, much reduced.
This is evident from our birdwatching records for January/February 2020 as well from the
hunting bag statistics for the hunting season of 2020-21 which the Game and Fauna service
published in May 2020 (see here). This document shows that 39% fewer Song thrush were legally
shot in 2020-21 compared to 2019-20, which suggests that there were fewer Song thrushes
wintering in Cyprus this winter compared to last. According to the bag stats, during the 2018-
2019 winter season, when we detected increased levels of trapping, more than 2.5 million Song
thrushes were legally shot. In winter 2020-21, where trapping was reduced, just over 600,000
Song thrush were legally shot.

Based on the field data gathered by BirdLife Cyprus during spring 2020, autumn 2020 and the
winter 2020-21 seasons, it is conservatively estimated that about 406,000 birds could have
been killed across the whole of Cyprus in 2020. This is a decrease from the estimated number
of birds killed during 2019, a positive result overall. This decrease can mostly be attributed to a
significant reduction in mistnet trapping in autumn 2020. For another year, positive progress
was noted in the Dhekelia Sovereign Base Area with mist netting levels dropping a further 8%
compared to last year’s levels. Mist net trapping levels also dropped within the Republic,
however these levels have been fluctuating over the past few years and an increase in
limestick trapping has been noted within the Republic. We believe this can be attributed to
relaxations in the law approved by the Cyprus parliament, and especially changes to the on-
the-spot fine amendment which mean a fine of only 200 euro being issued for the offences of
illegal trapping with limesticks or the killing with shotgun of up to 50 birds from a list of 14
specific bird species.
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http://www.moi.gov.cy/moi/wildlife/wildlife_new.nsf/web23_gr/4480C5DF906B97E8C225784100440DA2/$file/%CE%91%CF%80%CE%BF%CF%84%CE%B5%CE%BB%CE%AD%CF%83%CE%BC%CE%B1%CF%84%CE%B1%20%CF%84%CE%B7%CE%BB%CE%B5%CF%86%CF%89%CE%BD%CE%B9%CE%BA%CE%AE%CF%82%20%CE%AD%CF%81%CE%B5%CF%85%CE%BD%CE%B1%CF%82%20%CE%BA%CF%85%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%B3%CE%B5%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CE%AE%CF%82%20%CE%BA%CE%AC%CF%81%CF%80%CF%89%CF%83%CE%B7%CF%82%202020%20-%202021%202.pdf
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Appendix 1

The following key assumptions are applied for the estimation of the birds killed:
e 12 metres is the assumed average length for a mist net.
e 20 birds are caught per 12-m net per day (Magnin, 1986).
e 0.5 birds are caught per limestick per day.
e 40 days is the duration of the trapping period for winter seasons.
e 50% scaling down factor — applied for spring and winter seasons to account for a lower
number of migrating birds passing via Cyprus compared to the autumn
e Netride categories ‘ANN’ (Active No Nets), ‘ASN’ (Active Set Nets) and ‘AUN’ (Active Unset
Nets) nets are assumed that they are active every day during the trapping season (read
Appendix 1 for details on net ride classification).
o Note: Net ride category ‘P’ (Prepared) is not taken into account for the estimation of
numbers of birds killed anymore, following the recommendation of BTO science
experts (BTO report, July 2015) to revise slightly the equation.

Using the above assumptions the bird death toll is estimated as follows for winter:

For nets = [(Total length of ANN+AUN+ASN rides)] / (average length of a net) x (20 birds per
net per day) x (length of trapping season in days) x (50% scaling down factor)
=166/12x20x40 = 11,067 x 50%

=5,534

For limesticks = (Total number of limesticks found) x (0.5 birds per limestick per day) x (length
of trapping season in days) x (50% scaling factor)

=2x0.5x40=40x50%

=20

Estimated number of birds killed in both nets/netrides and on limesticks found during our
survey = 5,554
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Appendix 2

Survey data for winter 2020-21
Details of the active trapping sites detected during the winter 2020-21 survey

Confidential Information. Only provided upon approval of request.
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Appendix 3

Summary of winter field data of mist netting activity from 2007-08 to 2012-13.

2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13
Total squares
44 44 81 53 39 38
surveyed
Total active net rides
(m) 497 804 3830 936 616 384
Mist nets in situ (no) 22 3 31 11 34 14
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