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NepiAnyn

To amoTteAECUATA TOU TIPOYPAUUOTOG CUCTNUOTLKAC TtapakoAolBnong yla tnv mepiodo mayibeuong
$Bwonwpou 2021 pavepwvouv auEntikn taon mayideuong pe Sixtua tooo otnv Kumplakn Anpokpatia
000 Kal OTLG TIEPLOXEC TV BpeTavikwy Baoswv Aekélelag. H tdon avénong otnv mapavoun nayideuon
TIoU onUewwBnke otnv Kumplakn Anpokpatio motevou e OtL amodidetal o€ peydo Babuo o pio ospad
xaAapwoewv otov «MNepl Mpootaociag kat Alaxeiptong Aypiwv Mtnvwv kat Onpapdtwv NOpog» mou
gykpiBnkav amo tnv Kumplakn BouAn tov AskéuPBplo tou 2020. H tdon avénong otnv mopavoun
nayidevon mou onueElwONKE OTIC TEPLOXEG TwV Bpetavikwv Bdoswv AskéAelag, TMLOTEVOUUE OTL
anodidetal otn pelwon tou peyEBoug TNG Hovadag KATATOAEUNONG TNG TIAPAVONG Ttayideuong Kot
AaBpobnpiag Tne aotuvopiag Twv Bdoswv Alyo mpLv tnv apxn thg dOwvomwpvng oelov 2021.

To cuoTnNUATLKO TIPOYpaupa tapakoAouBnong tou BirdLife Cyprus KQAUTTEL YLt TTEPLOXA €PEUVAG N
omoia meplAapBavel dVo emikpdteleg: TNV Kumplaky Anpokpatia kat TG Bpetavikég Baoslg (SBA)
AeKENELOG. JUYKEKPLUEVA, KAAUTITEL TIC TIEPLOXEG AdpVaKaG - APUOXWOToU Kol Ayiou @egodwpou —
Mapwvt. Me Bdon TNV OVAAUGCH TWV OTOLXELWV TNG £PEUVAC, EKTILOUUE OTL KOTA TN SLAPKELD TOU
$Bwomnwpou tou 2021 untrpxav 6500 pETpa evepywY SLASPOUWY HE SlXTU EVTOG TNG IEPLOXNC EPEUVAC.
Me autd ta dedopéva, ekTudTOLl OTL pmopel va Bavatwbnkav mepinmou 605000 mMOUALd evtdg TNG
TLEPLOXNC €PEUVALC.

ZUVOALKQ, N xpnon Stuwv evtog g MEPLOXNS €peuvag ya to ¢Bwvonwpo 2021 Atav katd 84%
xapnAotepn o ocUyKplon e ta enimeda tou 2002 (0tav Egkivnos To MpOypapa TTapokoAoUBOnong Tou
BirdLife Cyprus) cUpdwva pe Tnv avaAuon mou £yve oto npdypappo TRIM. Qotéco og olyKpLon UE TO
2020, n mayidsuaon 1o $pBwoNWpEo Tou 2021 dpaivetal va auérnbnke katd 100%. 2e eninedo eMIKPATELAS,
n mayideuon pe dixtua eviog Twv MePLOXWV TwV Bpetavikwy Bacswv daivetal va napouciace avénon
46% oe oLykplon Ue To pBVONwpo Tou 2020, n MpwTn avénon Mou onUELWBNKe Ta TeEAeuTala TEooepa
Xpovio. AuTth €ival pla anoyonteutikn e€€ALEN, SeSopévou oOtL to HBvoOmTwpo tou 2020 Kataypaape
™ XounAotepn O&paoctnpldtnta mayideuong pe Sixtua amd TNV apxn TOU TPOYPALMOTOG
napakoAouBnong to 2002. MapdAn tnv avénon tng mayideuvong He dixtua evidg TWV TEPLOXWY TWV
Baoeswy, ival onuovTiko va onpelwdel otLTa emtineda mou Kataypadnkoy to $pOwonwpo tou 2021 (16)
e€akoAouBoUv va améxouv MOAU amo ta enineda nmou kataypadnkav to 2016 (280), 6tav to BirdLife
Cyprus katéypae to uPnAotepa enineda mayibsuong otnv neploxn Twv Baoswv. O mMpENEL emiong va
QVOYVWPLOTEL OTL OL APXEC TwV BAoswv avtamokpiBnkav oTig avnouxleg Hag ylo auénpévn mapdvoun
SpactnplotnTa otnV apxn tng oeldv, aufdavovtag tnv napouasia tng actuvopiag oto nedio, yeyovog mou
elye oadn enibpacn otov TmepPLoploPo TNG mayibsuong oto Sevtepo WLoO TNC oglov. Ta emineda
nayideuong otnv Kumplakr Anpokpartia ixav taon avénong kotd 132%. Mpokeltal yia eEQPETIKA
QVNOUXNTIKA VEQ TIOU avolpouv TN Helwon mou kataypadnke mépuot. Mapd autnh tv avénon ota
emnineda mayideuonc, ol mpoomndbeleg Tng Ynnpeoiag Onpag kat Mavidag avayvwpilovrol kabwg eixav
onuavtikn avénon otic Katayyelieg mayldeutwy oe cUyKpLon pe to pOwvonwpo tou 2020.

AUTEG oL evbeielc yla pa auénpévn taon mayideuong pe Siytua £pXETOL LETA ATIO LA OELPA APVNTIKWV
TOATIKWY  e€eAifewv Ta tedeutaia xpovia. Tov AeképPplo tou 2020, n Kumplaky Bouln Ynodloe
xohapwoelg otov «Mepi Npootaciag kat Alaxeipong Aypiwv Mtnvwv kat Onpapdatwy Nopo». Mia amno
QUTEG TLG TpoTIoAOYieC NTAV N Helwaon TOU TPOCTIUOU YLA TOV TTOPAVOUO TTUPOBOALOUO Kal Ttayideuon



pe E6Bepya £wg kat 50 mtnvwy amo pla Alota 14 eldwv, ano 2000 supw os 200 supw. Auta ta 14 €idn
aroteAoUV Ta £(6N-0TOXO yla TNV MOPAVOUN KOTAVAAWGH OMOSNUNTIKWY TTOUALWY, YVWOTA Kol WG
«OUTTEAOTIOUALOLY.

Mpokettat yla pia Eekdbapn XaAApwaon Tou VOLUOU OTIOU OUGLOOTLKA QTTOTIOLVLKOTIOLEL TOV TTUPOBOALOUO
Kol TNV mayidevon autwv Twv 14 1wy, KaBwg €xeL SNUIOUPYNOEL Pla EEXWPLOTH KaTnyopila HE
KaBeoTw¢ «AlyOTEPNC MpooTaciag yia autd ta eldn-otoxousy. Onwg opBa avadépetal kal otnv Odnyla
yta to MNeptfarloviikd EykAnpa (2008/99/EK), mioteoupe OTL TO TTPOOTLUA 1} TUXOV TIOLWVLKEC KUPWOELG
TPETIEL WG YEVIKN apxn va dtaodoaiilouv OTL ival AMOTEAECUATIKA, AVOAOYLKA KOL OTTOTPEMTIKA. O
TAPAAOYLOUOC QUTAG TNG aAAAYNG VOLOU YIVETAL aKoUn mio gpdavig otav avtidndBel kaveig otL Ta
MPOOTIUA YLa TtapaBAcelg mou adopolv Bnpelolua £i6n €xouv dlatnpnBel uPNAA KAl ATOTPEMTIKA,
ota 2000 supw.

Oswpolpe OTL N dnuloupyila AUTAG TNG «ALYOTEPO MPOOCTATEUOUEVNGY KATNYOPLOC amoTeAel YeyaAln
omioBobpouncn otnv mpootacia Twv mMouvAlwy otnv KUTtpo, KATL Tou €xeL apyioet va diadalvetal Adn
He TNV avénon twv erunédwy mayidevong nmou kataypadnkav to QOvonwpo 2021. EEicou onuavtikd
elval To yeyovog OTL n avayvwplon autwyv Twv 14 eldwv oto nedio sival SUokoAn, kabwg auta ta 14
€ldn potalouv moAU pe aAa €idn mou Sev mephapPdavovtal o AUTA T AlOTA, PE amoTtEAeopa TTOAD
neploodtepa 6N va kataAyouv otnv katnyopia twv 200 supw péxpL 50 MOVALY’. Oa TIPEMEL EMioNG
va onuelwOel 6tL n Sloiknon tTwv Bpetavikwy Baoswv dev amod£xOnke autr tnv aAlayr TOU VOLOU Kot
KPATNOE TO TPOOTLUA Yla TOV TIUpOoBOoAlopd Kal tnv mayibeuon avtwv Twv 14 £dwv oto apxikod
npooTIo Twy 2000 gupw yLa €va TTOUAL.

MapoAo mou To TpOypapua mapakolouBnong tou BirdLife Cyprus emikevtpwvetal Kuplwg otn
Sdpaoctnplotnta Tng mapdvoung nayidevong pe Sixtua, to ¢OwoNwpo tou 2021 n opdda mediou
katéypae avénuéva enineda nayidevong pe £6Bepya, TOGO 0TOV GUVOALKO aplOpd EoBépywv oo Kot
ota onpela mayidevong pe E6Bepya. Autni n avénon otn xpron oBEpywv Eekivnoe pv duo xpovia Kat
elval katL mou umootnpiletal Kal amo ta otolyelo mataéng tng Ymnpeoiag Onpag kat Mavidac.
Motevoupe OTL auTn N aUENON cuvSEsTal e Ta MOAU YopnAotepa mpootipa Twv 200 supw yla To
adiknua tng nayideuong pe £6Bepya.

AuoTtuywg, Kol onwg elxe mpoetdomnotnoel To BirdLife Cyprus, n emaioxuvin pelwon ota MPooTILa £XEL
otelAel £VO LAVULLA OTOTIOLVLKOTIONONG TN TTOPAVOUNG TtayldEUoNG KAl BaVATWONG TWV oS NUNTIKWY
TouAwwy, evBapplvovtag Kal mpowbwvtag £Upeca TV mapaBioon Tou OXeTkoU vopou. AutA n
XOAAPWON TOU VOUOU, OTIWG NTAV OVOEVOUEVO, EXEL SNULOUPYNOEL TNV EVIUTTWON OTL N TAPAVOLN
Bavdatwon Kal KOToOVAAWon TwV «AUMEAOTIOUALWYY amoTeAel «Sikalwpa». Auto KatadelkvUeToL
£UMPOKTO Ao Ta Tpocdato MepLototkd Bilag kat EuAodappol katd aktiBlotwy tng opdadag CABS
(Committee Against Bird Slaughter) tov NoguPplo kat AskéuBplo 2021 Kol KATA QOTUVOULKOU TNG
Actuvopiag Kumpou, Kot Tnv TomoBETNon KPNKTLKOU NXAVIOUOU autooxEdlag BouBag o dxnua Twv
peAwv tng CABS otic apx£g lavoudplou 2022. Tétolo Blata Kol KATASLKOOTEN TTEPLOTOTIKA ATOTEAOUY
amddelén NG Aueong avaykng va amokataotabel o OuAapdg Matagng Aabpobnpiag Tng Actuvopiag
KUmpou, o onolog katapyrnOnke tov NoguPpto 2019, yLa TNV AVILUETWIILON TWV LEYOAWY, OPYOVWUEVWY
naydeutwy Kot AaBpoBnipwv mou elval dev Ba Siotdoouv vo acknoouv Bl kol va amelAfjoouv
TpoKeLpEVoL va Slaohaiioouv TNy eTikepdN «EMLXELPNON» TOUC.

Tov Oktwpplo tou 2021, n Eupwnaikn Emttponn anéotelhe emiotoAr npog tv Kumplakn KuBépvnon
OMoU HE auotnpo kal &ekaBapo Udog etédpaoe TIG EVIOVEG avnOUXLEC TnG O0ov adopd TNV
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Tpomnonoinon tou vopou mepl «Mepl Mpootaociag kal Alaxeipliong Aypiwv Mnvwy kal Onpopdtwvy.
JUupdwva pe dSnupooctevparta Twv MME, n Eupwmnaikn Emitporn, omwg kat to Birdlife Cyprus, e€€dpaoe
OTL QUTEG oL aAAayEG Ba auéavouy Tnv mopavopn rayideuon Kat OTL TETola XapnAd npootipa Sev eivat
QITOTPEMTIKA Kal oUTE THwpnTkd. H Eupwrnaikn Ermutponn {itnoe amno tnv Kunplakn KuBépvnon va
TAPACYEL TIEPALTEPW AEMTOUEPELEG WG TIPOG TO WG Ba YIVETAL AMOTEAECUATIKA TopakoAolBNnon Kat
erBoAn Tou vopou Sedopévwy auTwyv Twv aAAdywv Kal {ntnoe amod tnv Kumplokn KuBépvnon va
0KUPWBOUV OL TPOTIOTIOLNOELG, WOTE OAX TA MPOOTLO VA EKLvoUV amd 2000 supw.

To BirdLife Cyprus mepipével amno tnv Kumpiakn KuBépvnon va cuppopdwBetl pe tig unodeiels tng
ETULTPOTAG yLO KATAPYNOoN TwV XaUnASTEPWY MPOCTiHWV Tou £xouv PndLotel and tnv Kumplakn BouAn
Kal kaAel Tnv Evpwmnaikn Emttponr) va AdBel OAa ta amoapaitnTta HETpa yla va Slaodallosl OTL aUTEG oL
XaAapwoelg Ba avatpamouv.

Tov NoguBpLo tou 2021, to BirdLife Cyprus untéBaAe nAektpovikd aitnua otnv Mpoedpo tng Kumplakng
BouAn¢ {ntwvtag va avatparel n npocdatn xaldpwaon tou vouou. To aitnua uméypadav nepinou
13700 moAiteg kal 22 eupwralol etaipol tou BirdLife.

KataAnktika to BirdLife Cyprus kaAel tig apx£g va AaBouv unon ta e€ng:

1. H Kumplak BouAn vo emavefeTtdoel TIC TPOMOMOLNOELS Tou VOpou «[Mepl Mpootaociag kat
Awaxeiplong Ayplwv Mtnvwv Kot OnpopATwy» KoL Vo emavadEPEL TO TTPOOTLHO YLO TO adLKAATA
KATOXAC Kol xpnong EoBépywv Kat Tou Kuvnylou Twv 14 mpooTtateuduevwy, Un Bnpevotlpwy
eldwv amnod ta 200 ota 2000 supw. & MEPIMTWON KN KATAPYNONG TWV XAUNAOTEPWY QUTWV
TpooTipwy, n Kumpog Ba sival avtlpétwnn pe tnv mibavotnta évapéng tng dtadikaoiag emi
napaBacel Onwg avadEPETAL 0TV AUOTNPN EMOTOAN TNS Eupwraikng Emitponng mpog thv
Kumplakn KuBépvnon yla auto to B€ua.

2. OuL apupodileg apxég G Kumplokng Anpokpotiag va €vioxUoouv Tn GOUVeEpPYAoia ME
nieptBarroviikég MKO, uloBetwvtag mapopola MPOCEYyLon HE autr tng AcTuvopiag Twv
Bpetavikwy BAoswv, MPOKEWWEVOU VA KATAOTEL TILO AMOTEAECUOTIKA N Ttataén oto nedio.

3. HYmnpeoia Onpag kat Navidag va kataptioel éva ox€dlo Spaong pe pudacn otoug LeyaAoug,
OPYAVWUEVOUG TAYLOEUTEG Kal va {NTACEL TNV OTNHPLEN TNG KUTIPLAKNG aoTUvVouiag yla tnv
edapuoyn tou. EmutAéov, oL Kumplakég apxEG MPEMEL va QUENOOUV TNV MATAEN KATA TWV
goTIatoplwy Tou Tapdvopa oepPipouv apmeAomoUALd (Yia avTlpeTwron tg {ntnong).

4. KaloUpe tnv Actuvopia Kumpou va emavadépet tov Oudapd Mataéng Aabpobnpiag, ya va
ETUKEVTPWOEL 0€ OTOXEUUEVEG EVEPYELEG, LOLALTEPA KOTA OPYAVWHEVWY, TIAYLOEUTWV HEYAANG
KAlpakag.

5. Na yivel evnuépwon oto SIKAOTIKO cwHa (SLKOOTEG, KOTYOPOUG) OXETIKA UE TNV EwdIKN
pUBuLoN Kot OTL N Mapdvopn mayidsuon MOUALWY aroTeAel coBopPO £YKANUA KATA TNG AYPLOC
{wNGg, TPOKELUEVOU VO QVILUETWIIOTEL N PeyAAn Stadopd Tou mopatnpeital PeETaly Twv
€W KWV Tou ekdidovTal Kal Twv SIKACTIKWY TIOWVWV TIoU TEALKA eTBdAovtal. Oswpolpe OTL
n Ynnpeoia ©npoag kal Mavidag, we¢ apuddia apyxn ya tnv epoppoyn tne vopobeoiag ylo ta
TTNVQ, €lvat n mo KatdAAnAn yla tnv uAomoinon autng tng Spdonc.



6. H Awiknon kat n Actuvouia twv Bpetavikwv BAcewv va cuvexioeL tn ouvepyacio PE TLG
nieptBarroviikég MKO, kaBwg katL tnv edpappoyn Kot tnv avabewpnon tou oxediouv dpdong tng.

7. H Aoctuvopia twv Bpetavikwv Bdoswv vo SLOTNPROEL EMOPKWG OTEAEXWHEVN TNV opdda
KatanoAéunong tng mayideuong kat AaBpoBnplag. Auto sival €€alpeTIKA CNUOVTLKO yla va
OUVEXLOEL VA aIOTEAEL L0l OTTOTPETIKN KOL OTOTEAECUOTLKY) Hovada, Slatnpwvtag £ToL Ta
XaunAa enineda mayidsvong mou kataypadovrtal Ta teAeutaio xpovia.

Juvapa, to BirdLife Cyprus kaAel tnv Eupwnaikn Emtponn va cuveyioel va aokel Tn 6éouca Tieon
npog thv Kumplokn KuBépvnon yla Katdpynon Twv XoUNAOTEPWY TPOCTILWY yLo TNV TTAPAVOUN
nayideuon Ka Brpgucn AmodNUNTIKWY TTOUALWY, OE CUVEXELO TNG ETLOTOANG TIOU OTECTELAE TOV
nepacpévo OKTwRPLO yla auto to BEua.

H avadopd xwpiletal ota akolouBa kepdlala:

e To kedalawo 1 mapouoialel pla cuvoyn tng mayideuong mouAiwv otnv Kompo, Sivel pla
LOTOPLKA avadpoun AUt tng Spaotnplotntag, KAvel avadopd otnv €Bvikr vopoBeaoia 6cov
adopd TNV MPOCTACLA TWV TITNVWV Kal TapouoLalel Thv TpEXouca KaTdotoon,

e To kedpahalo 2 mapouactalel To mpoypappa mapakoAouBOnong tou BirdLife Cyprus,

e To kedahalo 3 mapouctdlel Ta amoteAéopata T €peuvag mediou Kal tnv avaAucon amnod Tto
npoypoppa TRIM, Ta otolyeia amd Tig mpoonddeleg Twv appodiwv apxwy ylo matagn Kot To
TLOALTLKO KOl KOWVWVLKO KALLO TIOU ETLKPATEL,

e To kedpalato 0 eival n oulATNoN Kal ELONYAOELS, OTIOU YiveTol o cuvoyn TnNE KATAoTaong TG
mapdvoung mayidevong moullwv, evw emiong yivovtal cuotdocelg mpog tnv Kumplokn
KuBépvnon kat tn Aloiknon twv Bpetavikwy Baoswv, kabwg eniong kat mpog tThv Eupwmnaikn
Ertponn.

Ta £€06a yla tnv gpyaocio mediov tou BirdLife Cyprus (kavowa), kaBwg kot Ta £€08a Twv KAOTOTE
gBelovtwy, kaAvdtnkav and tn NABU (BirdLife otn Meppavia), evw to RSPB (BirdLife oto Hvwpuévo
BaoiAelo) kaAu e toug pobouc.



Summary

The results of the systematic monitoring programme for the autumn 2021 trapping season show
worrying signs of an apparent increase in trapping with mistnets in both the Republic of Cyprus and the
Eastern Sovereign Base Areas (ESBA). The apparent increase in trapping noted in the Republic of Cyprus
we believe can be attributed largely to the amalgamation of relaxations to the “Protection and
Management of Wild Birds and Game Species law” approved by the Cyprus Parliament, the latest of
which was voted in December 2020. The apparent increase in trapping noted in the SBA areas, we
believe is attributed to the reduction in the size of the SBA Police Anti-poaching unit leading into the
Autumn 2021 season.

The BirdLife systematic monitoring programme is based upon a survey coverage that encompasses two
jurisdictional areas: The Republic of Cyprus and the Eastern Sovereign Base Areas). It specifically covers
the Larnaka - Famagusta and the Ayios Theodoros — Maroni areas. Based on analysis of the survey data,
we estimate that about 6,500m of mist net rides were active during the autumn of 2021 within the
survey area. Trapping activity recorded suggests that an estimated 605,000 birds may have been killed
within the survey area.

Overall, mist netting activity for autumn 2021 was 84% lower compared to the 2002 (baseline) levels
within the survey area (based on analysis using the TRIM model). However, compared to 2020, trapping
in Autumn 2021 showed an apparent increase of up to 100%. On a jurisdiction level, mistnet trapping
within the SBA areas showed an apparent increase of 46% compared to autumn 2020, the first increase
in four years. This is a disappointing result considering that in autumn 2020 we recorded the lowest ever
mistnetting activity, since the start of the survey in 2002. Despite the apparent increase in mistnet
trapping within the SBA areas, it is important to note that the levels recorded in Autumn 2021 (index
value 16) are still very far away from the levels recorded in 2016 (index value 280) when BirdLife Cyprus
recorded the highest ever levels of trapping in the SBA area. It should also be acknowledged that the
SBA authorities did respond to our concerns about increased illegal activity at the start of the season by
upping their officers’ presence on the ground, which had a clear effect on limiting trapping in the latter
half of the season. Trapping activity levels within the Republic of Cyprus areas showed an apparent
increase of up to 132%, extremely concerning news which undoes the reduction recorded last year.
Despite this increase in trapping levels the enforcement efforts of the Game and Fauna Service wardens
are acknowledged as they had a substantial increase in prosecutions compared to Autumn 2020.

These signs of an increasing trend in trapping activity with mist nets comes after a series of negative
developments at the political level in recent years. In December 2020, the Cyprus Parliament voted in
relaxations to the “Protection and Management of Wild Birds and Game Species law”. One of these
amendments was to reduce the on-the-spot fine for the illegal shooting antrapping with limesticks for
up to 50 birds from a list of 14 species, from €2000 to €200. These 14 species are the target species
which make up the illegal “ambelopoulia” songbird dish.

This is a clear relaxation of the law, and it essentially decriminalizes the shooting and trapping of these
14 species, since it has created a ‘less protected’, separate category for these target species. We believe,
as is correctly stipulated in the Environmental Crime Directive (2008/99/EC) that fines or any criminal
sanctions, as a general principle, need to demonstrate and ensure that they are effective, proportionate



and dissuasive. The absurdity of this law change is even more evident when one realizes that the fines
for offences in relation to game species have been kept high and deterrent, at €2000.

We consider that the creation of this ‘less protected’ category is a major setback for bird protection in
Cyprus, something which is directly linked with the apparent increase in trapping levels recorded in
2021. Equally important is the fact that on a practical level, identifying these species is difficult to, as
species on this list are very similar to species not on the list, resulting in many other species also being
placed in the “200 euro for up to 50 birds” category. It should also be noted that the SBA Administration,
did not accept this change to the law and kept fines for shooting and trapping these 14 species at the
original fine of 2000 euro for one bird.

Although BirdLife Cyprus's monitoring program focuses primarily on illegal trapping with mistnets,
during autumn 2021 our field team identified increased limestick trapping, both in the total number of
limesticks set but also in the number of sites which showed evidence of limestick trapping taking place.
This is something which has been happening for the last two years and which is supported by the Game
and Fauna service enforcement data. We believe that this increase is associated with the much lower
fines of 200 euros for offences relating to trapping with limesticks.

Unfortunately, the dangerous reduction in fines has passed, as BirdLife Cyprus warned, a message of
decriminalization of illegal trapping and killing of migratory birds, encouraging and indirectly promoting
the violation of the relevant law. This relaxation of the law, as expected, has created the impression that
it is "acceptable" to illegally kill and consume "ampelopoulia". This is evidenced by the recent incidents
of violence against activists of the CABS group in November and December 2021 and against a Cypriot
police officer and the placement of an improvised explosive device on a CABS vehicle in early January
2022. Such violent and reprehensible incidents are proof of the urgent need to reinstate the Cyprus
Police anti-Poaching Unit, which was abolished in November 2019, to deal with large, organized trappers
and poachers who will not hesitate to resort to violent action to secure their profitable "business".

In October 2021, the European Commission sent a letter to the Government of Cyprus in which it
expressed its strong concerns regarding the amendment of the “Protection and Management of Wild
Birds and Game Species law”. According to media channels, the European Commission believes, like
BirdLife Cyprus, that these changes will increase illegal trapping and that such low fines are not only
non-deterrent but also non-punitive. The European Commission has asked the Cypriot Government to
provide further details on how these changes will be made, effectively monitored and enforced and has
called upon the Cyprus Government for these law changes to annulled, and to have all fines start at
2000 euros.

BirdLife Cyprus expects the Cypriot Government to comply with the Commission's recommendations
for the abolition of the lower fines voted by the Cypriot Parliament and calls on the European
Commission to take all necessary measures to ensure that these relaxations are overturned.

In November 2021, Birdlife Cyprus submitted an electronic petition to the president of the Cyprus
Parliament calling for the recent amendment of the law to be overturned. This petition was signed by
approximately 13,700 citizens and 22 BirdLife partners.



BirdLife Cyprus calls upon the Government of Cyprus and the SBA Administration to implement the

following recommendations:

1)

2)

3)

The Cyprus Parliament to reverse amendments to the law "Protection and Management of Wild
Birds and Game Species" and to restore the fine for the offenses of possession and use of
limesticks and hunting of 14 protected, non-game species from 200 to 2000 euros. Unless this
happens, Cyprus will be faced with the possibility of infringement proceedings from the European
Commission.

The Cyprus competent authorities to strengthen the collaboration with environmental NGOs on
the ground, adopting a similar approach to that taken by the SBA Police, in order to make
enforcement action more effective.

The Game and Fauna Service needs to draw up an action plan with a focus on the big, organized
trappers with the support of the Cyprus police, for its implementation. Furthermore, the Cyprus
authorities need to undertake increased and consistent enforcement action against law-breaking
restaurants serving illegal ampelopoulia “delicacies” (to address demand).

The Cyprus Police to re-instate the Cyprus Police Anti-poaching unit, to focus on targeted
enforcement action, particularly against large scale, organised, trappers.

Training to be provided to the Judiciary and Prosecutors regarding the on-the-spot fine system
and the seriousness of trapping as a wildlife crime, in order to address the large discrepancy
observed between on-the-spot fines issued and court sentences handed out. We consider that the
Game and Fauna Service, as the responsible authority for the implementation of the Birds
legislation, is best placed to do this.

The SBA Administration and Police to continue with the collaborative partnership approach
adopted with environmental NGOs and the implementation and review of its action plan.

The SBA Police to maintain a well-staffed anti-trapping team, in order to continue to be a deterrent
and effective unit, thus maintaining the low trapping levels recorded in recent years.

At the same time, BirdLife Cyprus calls on the European Commission to continue to press the Cypriot

Government for the abolition of lower fines for illegal trapping and hunting of migratory birds, following
a letter sent last October on this issue.

The report is separated into the following sections:

Section 1 provides an overview of the bird trapping in Cyprus, gives some historical
background to this activity, refers to the national legislation regarding bird protection and
presents the current situation,

Section 2 describes the historical outline of the surveillance programme of BirdLife Cyprus,

Section 3 presents the survey data from the monitoring programme and the analysis from
the TRIM software, summarises the enforcement data of the competent authorities and
gives an outline of the political and social attitudes regarding this issue,

Section 0 is the discussion, giving an overview of the illegal bird trapping situation, while
also providing recommendations to the Cyprus Government and the SBA Administration.

All the running costs for the field work (car fuel), as well as all the volunteer costs were covered by NABU
(BirdLife in Germany), while the RSPB (BirdLife in the UK) covered salaries.
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1. Overview of bird trapping in Cyprus

Trapping with non-selective methods (mist nets and limesticks) and the trade of wild birdsited since
1974 under Cyprus legislation, when the law ‘Protection and Development of Game and Wild Birds Law
of 1974 (39/1974)’ was introduced®. Moreover, in 1988 Cyprus ratified the 1979 Bern Convention on
the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats, adopting a long list of birds as protected,
including the Blackcap (Sylvia atricapilla), hence prohibiting the killing (hunting) and consumption of
Blackcaps (Blackcaps are the main target species of illegal bird trapping in autumn in Cyprus). With
Cyprus joining the EU, the EU Birds Directive (2009/147/EC, formerly 79/409/EEC) was transposed into
Cyprus Law N. 152(1)/2003, prohibiting anew the use of non-selective methods including mist nets,
limesticks and calling devices, as well as the possession of trapping equipment, trapped birds and the
trading and eating of trapped birds.

Historically, trapped birds — mostly Blackcaps - were a food supplement for the mostly poor island
inhabitants living off the land. The practice of bird trapping in Cyprus has been recorded in historical
documents from the Middle Ages and even earlier times. However, trapping as practiced in Cyprus today
bears no relation to historical ‘tradition’.

Nowadays, bird trapping in Cyprus is widespread and extensive, contributing to the large scale killing of
hundreds of thousands of migratory and wintering birds. Survey records show that 157 bird species have
been found trapped in mist nets or on limesticks, of which 82 are listed as conservation priority species
under the EU Birds Directive and/or by BirdLife International®. This is a clear indication of the non-
selective nature of these methods. Thanks to the high price of the banned ‘ambelopoulia’ delicacy
trapped birds end up as, this illegal activity has become a profitable business, which is controlled to a
large extent by the ‘big’ trappers who are also involved in organised crime. The Cyprus Game & Fauna
Service estimated this illegal business to be valued in the order of 15 million euros per year®.

Apart from the extensive use of non-selective methods for illegal bird trapping in Cyprus, trappers
nowadays use illegal electronic calling devices that imitate the calls of migratory birds (song playback).
These calling devices are normally operated during night-time, luring the birds into the trapping sites
and hence increasing the illegal catch. A recent academic study undertaken in Cyprus has shown that
the use of electronic calling devices is highly effective in luring birds towards trapping sites (Sebastianelli
M. et al, 2020%). The findings of this study showed that playback not only increased the number of
individuals of target species captured by around 11 times, but also significantly increased bycatch. The
study authors concluded that: ‘Our findings thus show that in contrast to popular belief that tape lures
are a selective trapping method, they also lead to increased captures of non-target species, which can
include species of conservation concern’.

! The specific articles of Law 39/1974 that prohibited the trapping and trade of wild birds include: Article 10
(‘prohibition of hunting etc. of certain bird species’, without including the blackcap either in the protected or the
game species), Article 14 (‘prohibition of offering game or wild birds in restaurants etc.’) and Article 15
(‘prohibition of the use of light projectors, traps, luring methods, limesticks and flushing of birds).

2 BirdLife Cyprus ‘List of birds recorded trapped in mist nets and on limesticks’ found here.

3 Game and Fauna Service (17" March 2010), Position paper presented at the Committee of Environment of the
Cyprus House of Parliament during a discussion to change the legislation on the protection and management of
wild birds and game species

4 The study can be found here.
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These calling devices can often be heard easily from hundreds of metres away from trapping sites during
the night, highlighting the extensive use of calling devices and their intensity within the trapping areas.

This report presents the latest survey results, for the 2021 autumn season, when trappers target
migratory birds, and especially Blackcaps and other migrant songbirds. Trapped birds are either served
as expensive ambelopoulia ‘delicacies’ in local restaurants or are sold and used for home consumption.
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2. Surveillance programme of BirdLife Cyprus

BirdLife Cyprus is a non-profit NGO working for the protection and conservation of birds, their habitats
and wider biodiversity, and is the partner of BirdLife International in Cyprus. With support from the
RSPB (BirdLife partner in the UK), BirdLife Cyprus has undertaken a systematic surveillance programme
of illegal bird trapping in Cyprus since autumn 2002, providing a long record of trapping activity and
giving the NGO a very good measure of expertise on the issue. The surveillance programme follows a
‘Bird Trapping Monitoring Protocol’ that was developed by BirdLife Cyprus and the RSPB, in consultation
with the Game and Fauna Service (GFS) and Sovereign Base Area (SBA) police at the start of the
programme. Figure 1 shows the main areas of bird trapping; monitoring is concentrated in the two areas
(numbered 1 and 2) where extensive trapping takes place:

1. Kokkinochoria area (Eastern Larnaca/Famagusta area) — this area also includes the Dhekelia
Eastern Sovereign Base (ESBA) area), and

2. Ayios Theodoros and Maroni area (Western Larnaca).

General Trapping Areas Cyprus

Sector
D 1. Kokkinochoria (Larnaca/Famagusta Area)
D 2. Ayios Theodoros-Maroni Area

[ 3 «itiArea

D 4. Lythrodontas Area
[ 5.1r00dos Area
D 6. Solea Valley
[ 7. Marathasa valiey
D 8. Kampos Valley
D 9. Akamas Area
D 10. Peyeia Area

Map created by BirdLife Cyprus, 2020
40 Kilometers

NESIAIbus D8, UEDSA, UGS, AaroBRID, 16N, and

Figure 1: Map of Cyprus showing the main trapping areas

Although trapping is also an issue in other areas of Cyprus, the survey efforts focus on these two main
areas due to resource limitations and because they hold the highest trapping activity. The monitoring is
undertaken by visiting a random selection of sample squares (1 km?) during daytime hours, with a focus
on detecting mist netting activity. Limesticks are recorded if they are found while searching for mist
nets. The squares selected are stratified to ensure a representative coverage of areas under SBA
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administration and the Republic of Cyprus. For more details on the methodology of BirdLife Cyprus see
Appendix 1.

The project is undertaken in close co-operation with the Game & Fauna Service and the SBA Police.
When trapping paraphernalia is detected, the BirdLife Cyprus team contacts the relevant enforcement
authorities. It should be noted that the BirdLife Cyprus observers never confront suspected trappers
and never remove trapping paraphernalia.

BirdLife Cyprus would like to express its particular thanks to the RSPB for supporting the project
financially since its inception in 2002 and for covering relevant salaries of staff members. Furthermore,
BirdLife Cyprus would like to thank NABU (BirdLife in Germany) for their financial support from 2013
onwards and for covering the running costs and volunteer costs of the surveillance programme.

Regarding the analysis of the field data, BirdLife Cyprus uses the TRIM (TRends & Indices for Monitoring
data) program for trend analysis. The organisation has been gathering field data in a systematic manner
since 2002 as part of its surveillance programme, which makes it possible to use such programs for the
analysis. TRIM is a program for the analysis of time series of counts with ‘missing’ observations. The
program can be used to estimate indices and trends and to assess the effects of covariates on these
indices and trends. TRIM analyses time series of counts, using Poisson regression and produces
estimates of yearly indices and trends (Panneloek & van Strien 2005). If observations are missing, TRIM
estimates the missing values on the basis of changes observed on plots that were monitored.

In other words, TRIM enables us to use the data from all the trapping survey squares ever surveyed
under the BirdLife Cyprus surveillance programme during the autumn period, in total 185 squares, even
though these squares were not all covered every autumn season. The programme “fills in” missing values
for squares that were not covered in a particular year on the basis of the general trend derived from the
data as a whole. The TRIM software (freely available from here) is very widely used for analysis of field
data from ecological or biological studies. It works as an index, setting the first year of a time series of
data (in this case year 2002) the value of 100 and then showing changes up or down in subsequent years
relative to this value of 100.
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3. Results

Survey results and data analysis

Field survey data
The field survey for autumn 2021 was carried out in September and October 2021 following the standard

survey protocol. In total, 60 squares were surveyed during this period and BirdLife Cyprus reported all
trapping finds to the relevant enforcement authorities, either the SBA Police Anti-Poaching Unit or the
Game & Fauna Service, depending on the location of the finds.

Additional squares within the SBA area have been added to the sample since 2015, following the July
2015 workshop recommendation of independent science expert Alison Johnston (British Trust for
Ornithology - BTO), to improve the precision of the trend within the SBA over time. Moreover, the
survey area was expanded during autumn 2018 to cover the Ayios Nikolaos Garrison area of the
Dhekelia SBA, where high levels of trapping activity have been recorded in the previous years. This
survey area expansion was arrived at after consultation with Simon Wotton, RSPB science expert, in
order to ensure that the robustness of the methodology is maintained.

A summary of the survey data for autumn 2021 is presented in Appendix 2. In total, the field team
recorded 54 active net rides (these are cleared “runs” in acacia plantations or other habitats e.g.
orchards, olive groves, either holding nets or where there was clear evidence of preparation for the
setting and/or use of nets), which sum up to a length of 964 metres of net rides used for mist netting.
14 mist nets were found in situ (either classified as Active Set Nets or Active Unset Nets®). The total
length of active mist net rides within the 405 km? survey area (Larnaka - Famagusta and Ayios
Theodoros — Maroni areas) can be extrapolated to 6,507m (964m x 405/ 60)°.

In terms of limesticks, BirdLife Cyprus detected 195 limesticks in the autumn of 2021 (see Appendix 2).
However, as already explained, BirdLife Cyprus does not focus its field survey effort on the detection of
limesticks, as other organisations do. For example, during the autumn 2021 survey by the Committee
Against Bird Slaughter (CABS / SPA Foundation), a total of 1,893 limesticks, 110 mist nets and 57
electronic bird callers were detected and/or seized’. It is important to highlight that the majority of the
limesticks detected by CABS / SPA Foundation were in areas controlled by the Republic of Cyprus,
indicating that limestick use is still widespread and remains a problem that the enforcement agencies
need to address effectively and with zero tolerance.

5> Active Set Net (ASN) is a net ride where the mist net is in situ and is set and ready for catching birds. Active
Unset Net (AUN) is a net ride where the mist net is in situ but is furled i.e. the mist net is not stretched up for
catching birds but lowered down.

6 There are 405, 1 km? squares within the survey area that are classified as suitable for trapping activity (on the
basis of vegetation characteristics) and 60 of these squares were surveyed in Autumn 2021. Out of these 405, 1
km? squares, 291 squares are found in the Republic areas, 83 are found in the Dhekelia SBA and 31 squares are in
“Joint” areas. Those areas are either joint between SBA and Republic, SBA and buffer zone, or SBA, Republic, and
Buffer zone.

7 Information received from CABS on 7/12/21
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Based on the data gathered in the field this autumn, BirdLife Cyprus estimates that just over 604,000
birds could have been illegally killed within the survey area and nearly 806,000 birds could have been
killed across the island of Cyprus® (read Appendix 3 for more details).

If one were to split the potential death toll estimate (604,000 birds) between jurisdictions within the
survey area, based on the trapping activity detected, then just under 357,000 birds would be the
potential number killed in the Republic and just over 160,000 the potential number killed in the Dhekelia
SBA®. The ‘joint’ squares (overlap of the two jurisdictions) are not included in these death estimates at
the jurisdiction level. Note however, that the limestick toll is not fully accounted for in this estimate (as
the methodology of BirdLife Cyprus focuses more on detecting mist netting activity), which would make
the potential kill estimate higher, especially in the Republic. The total estimate of birds killed is derived
using field-gathered data in combination with expert judgement for some variables (such as the number
of birds caught per net) that are too dangerous to measure in the field.

Trends in autumn mist netting activity
The TRIM program was used to analyse the survey data and to produce trends in autumn bird trapping

from 2002 to 2021. The metres of net rides that are recorded as active®® for bird trapping with mist nets

within each survey square are used as the response variable, with autocorrelation and over dispersion

accounted for as well. The TRIM changepoint model is used with a changepoint in every year, which
returns the same result as a fully time-dependent model*! (for more details on TRIM approaches read
Appendix 4). The TRIM program is a good way of analysing these data and will produce a model of the
change in bird trapping activity (with mist nets) between a base year (i.e. 2002) and each subsequent
year of sampling.

A key conclusion from the BTO assessment report on the monitoring methodology of BirdLife Cyprus®?
is regarding possible observer bias deriving from how net rides are classified by different observers: ‘It
is important to note that even if there are some differences in how certain rides would be categorised by
different observers, the trend relies on consistency over time. For this reason, even if there are differences
in categorisation between observers, providing that the same observer consistently applies the criteria
for classifying rides over time, the trend for illegal bird trapping activity will not be compromised’. For
more details on net categorisation read Appendix 1.

8 The estimate does not include any illegal bird trapping possibly taking place in the Turkish occupied parts of
Cyprus.

% From the 964 metres of active net rides detected within the survey area, 462 metres were in the Republic of
Cyprus (from the 37 squares surveyed), 448 metres were in the SBAs (from the 20 squares surveyed) 54 meters
were in Joint squares between the Republic and SBA areas. For the calculated death estimates at a jurisdiction
level, the trapping finds (excluding the ‘Prepared’ rides) in each jurisdiction are extrapolated to the total number
of squares that are classified as suitable for trapping activity (see footnote 6 above).

10 This includes all 4 categories of net ride classification: P — Prepared, ANN — Active No Net, AUN — Active Unset
Net and ASN — Active Set Net. Read Appendix 1 for details on net ride classification.

1 This is a linear trend model using the stepwise approach and with all years selected as changepoints.

12 BjrdLife Cyprus organised a workshop with title ‘Methodology of surveying illegal bird trapping in Cyprus’ in July
2015. Independent science experts from the British Trust Ornithology (BTO) were invited to review the monitoring
methodology of BirdLife Cyprus and to provide a report of their assessment and recommendations.
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It is also noted that the BirdLife Cyprus monitoring methodology is different from the non-systematic
field surveys undertaken by other organisations such as CABS, which are targeted at known trapping
areas and are not controlled and consistent regarding the survey effort. Therefore, the findings and
results of the two surveys are not directly comparable. However, both surveys provide invaluable field
data and are supportive and complementary to each other, provided the differences in methodology
are considered.

Figure 2 shows the trapping activity levels since 2002 across a sample size of 185 squares within the
survey area, with standard error margins. Additional square coverage has been included in the last few
years, particularly within the SBA, following a recommendation in the BTO assessment report (July 2015)
to increase the sample size within this stratum?3, In keeping with our standard methodology, a stratified
random sample of 60 of the 185 squares was surveyed in autumn 2021 (while ensuring balanced
coverage between republic and SBA areas).

It is important to highlight that the additional squares surveyed have slightly expanded the total square
coverage to 185 (185 in 2020 and 2019, 157 squares in 2018, 129 squares in 2017 and 104 squares in
previous years), hence the TRIM program has imputed missing values for these extra squares as well.
As a result, if one were to compare the index values presented in Figure 2 below with the trend analysis
results reported in the previous autumn trapping reports?, the index values may vary slightly for the
previous autumn seasons (i.e. for autumn 2020 and earlier).

Figure 2. Trends for autumn bird trapping activity with the use of mist nets in Cyprus, for all
jurisdictions in the survey area
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13 BirdLife Cyprus organised a workshop with title ‘Methodology of surveying illegal bird trapping in Cyprus’ in
July 2015. Independent science experts from the British Trust Ornithology (BTO) were invited to review the
monitoring methodology of BirdLife Cyprus and to provide a report of their assessment and recommendations
14 Earlier BirdLife Cyprus trapping reports can be found here.
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Table 1. Statistics for trend for autumn trapping levels 2002-2021 based on Figure 2

Multiplicative Standard 95% confidence
trend error interval

All squares | 0.9370 0.0131 0.025676 Moderate Decline
Note 1: The multiplicative trend reflects the changes in terms of the average percentage change per year i.e. if the

Trend direction

trend is equal to 1 then there is no change. Hence, value 0.9370 calculated above indicates an overall decrease in
mist netting activity of around 6% per vear.

Mist netting activity for autumn 2021 appears to be 84% lower compared to the baseline year of 2002
within the survey area (index value is 16 for autumn 2021). The overall trend is a statistically significant
‘moderate decline’. Compared to Autumn 2020, trapping increased by 100% in autumn 2021 (index
values from 8 to 16).

Figure 3 summarises autumn mist netting activity in the Republic of Cyprus (RoC) applying the same
‘Linear trend model using the stepwise approach’ in the TRIM program — with all years initially selected
as changepoints in the TRIM analysis.

Figure 4 summarises autumn mist netting activity in the Sovereign Base Area (SBA) applying the same
‘Linear trend model using the stepwise approach’ in the TRIM program. Note, however, that for the SBA
analysis, TRIM would not run with the year 2003 as a changepoint.

The sample of 185 squares surveyed in various seasons during the surveillance programme includes 115
squares within the RoC, 57 within the SBA and 13 squares that cover areas in both jurisdictions (referred
to as ‘joint’ squares, including also areas that cover the SBA and UN buffer). For autumn 2021, the
breakdown of the squares randomly selected and surveyed at a jurisdiction level were as follows:

e 37 squares within the Republic of Cyprus,

e 20 squares within the Dhekelia SBA, and

e 3 ‘joint’ squares.
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Figure 3. Trends for trapping activity for autumn mist netting within the Republic of Cyprus
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Figure 4. Trends for trapping activity for autumn mist netting within the ESBA area
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Table 2. Statistics for trends for autumn trapping activity levels 2002-2021 based on Figure 3 and

Figure 4
Multiplicative Standard 95% confidence X X
. Trend direction
trend error interval
RoCsquares | /5, 0.0131 0.025676 Moderate Decline
SBAsquares | , 5 cg 0.0255 0.04998 Uncertain

At a jurisdiction level, the trapping activity trends indicate that:

For the Republic areas, autumn 2021 mist netting activity (index value 58) was 132% higher
compared to autumn 2020 (index value 25). In comparison to 2002, the autumn 2021 levels
were 42% lower. After what was a welcome decrease in the mistnetting levels in 2020, this
year’s large increase, is a worrying result (despite the wide error margin — see error bars in
Figure 3).

o For the 37 squares covered within the Republic, the average within the Republic was
twelve metres of active net rides per square surveyed (462/ 37 squares surveyed within
the Republic = 12). The range of counts was from 0 to 108 metres of active net rides,
while no mist net trapping at all was recorded in 33 squares.

For the SBA areas, autumn 2021 mist netting activity (index value 16) showed an apparent
increase of 46% compared to 2020 (index value of 11). In comparison to 2002, the autumn
2021 levels were 84% lower. The increase noted this year is of concern, although it should be
noted that levels are of similar magnitude for the last four years, and significantly lower that
the peak 2016 trapping season.

o Asseen in Figure 4, the standard error bars for the SBA trend between the years 2010
and 2016 are noticeably wide, suggesting there may be no statistically significant
difference between those years. This is due to the following factors: the relatively small
sample size (20 squares surveyed in autumn 2010-2016), the large number of zero
counts. Itis anticipated that the new larger sample size in the SBA will only start to have
an impact on the confidence limits in a few years’ time.

For the period 2002-2021, the trend direction for the SBA areas is assessed as “uncertain” (see

Table 2), similarly to autumn 2020.

As for the Republic, the trend direction is assessed as ‘moderate decline’, similarly to Autumn 2020. The

observed increase compared to autumn 2020 highlights that there needs to be more effective, deterrent

and coordinated effort to tackle illegal bird trapping. Effective enforcement action against the big,

organised trappers could make a significant contribution in this respect. Additionally, all the restaurants

serving ambelopoulia, are found exclusively in the Republic, and still constitute the main economic

incentive for organised trappers. Therefore, the Cyprus authorities have a major role to play in clamping

down on the supply — demand business chain.
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lllegal bird trapping with mist nets showed worrying signs of an apparent increase during autumn
2021, based on the survey data from BirdLife Cyprus. This is a reason for concern, as there was a
significant reduction during autumn 2020. An increase noted in the SBA areas at the start of the
season was met with a swift response from the SBA police, which is acknowledged. However,
resources must be maintained in order to ensure that there is deterrent enforcement action on the
ground. Any relaxation, even in prevention, can undo great reduction noted over the last few seasons.

It should be noted here that many of the active sites found by our field team during autumn 2021
were in areas known to be operated by organized trappers. This emphasizes the need for more
enforcement against these big trappers by the Game and Fauna Service, as well as the need for more
support in the enforcement effort from the Cyprus Police, who have a particular role to play when it
comes to big, organised trappers. It has been two years since the dismantlement of the Cyprus Police
Anti-Poaching unit, and it is very clear at this stage that there is a great need for this unit to be re-
instated. As well as the increase in trapping with mistnets, the BirdLife Cyprus field team has noted
anincrease in trapping with limesticks, both in terms of the total number detected set and the number
of sites found active.
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Enforcement

Overview of enforcement for autumn 2021

There are two competent authorities that are responsible for enforcement against illegal bird trapping
in Cyprus: The Game & Fauna Service for areas controlled under the Republic of Cyprus, and the SBA
Police Anti-Poaching Unit for areas within the UK Sovereign Base Areas. Prior to 2020, the Cyprus Police
Anti-Poaching unit was also responsible for enforcement against illegal bird trapping in the Republic.
However, in November 2019%° the unit was dismantled. Enforcement data from this competent
authority can be found in Appendix 5.

The resources of the above-mentioned enforcement bodies are as follows:

e Game & Fauna Service, the responsible body for the implementation of the Birds Directive and
the equivalent bird national legislation, has around 210 game wardens in total across the whole
of island. The Larnaca & Famagusta district, where most of the bird trapping takes place in
Cyprus and where the survey area of BirdLife Cyprus is focused, has around 50 game wardens.

e SBA Police Anti-Poaching Unit was comprised of five officers at the Eastern Dhekelia Sovereign
Base Area at the start of the autumn trapping period (September to October). After a notable
increase in trapping within the SBAs was recorded at the start of the season, the unit increased
their patrol shifts within their jurisdiction. The unit was also reinforced with an additional
officer. BirdLife Cyprus would like to thank the SBA Administration and SBA Police APU team for
its willingness and support in undertaking joint field monitoring of illegal bird trapping with the
BirdLife Cyprus team, and for their quick reaction to tackle the apparent increase in trapping
noted at the beginning of the season

Table 3 summarizes the enforcement data of the two competent authorities regarding illegal bird
trapping for the months of August, September and October, the main period for bird trapping in Cyprus,
for years 2011 - 2021.

15 See our report from 2019 here
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Table 3 Summary of illegal bird trapping statistics of the competent authorities for the months of August, September and October for years 2011 - 2021

Game & Fauna Service — Larnaca & Famagusta district? Dhekelia SBA Police Anti- Poaching Unit3

Years ~ ~N () < 1 © N () () (<) ~ ~ N ) < 1 © N (&) o o ~
~ ~ - ~ ~ - b ~ ~ N N - ~ - - ~ — ~ ~ - N [\
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limesticks?!

N/A: Not available

Note 1: The total number includes both trapping paraphernalia (mist nets and limesticks) collected as court evidence when an arrest takes place and from confiscations.
Note 2: Data for 2021 provided from Game & Fauna Larnaca & Famagusta district officer via email on 14™ December 2021 and via text on 17" December 2022

Note 3: Data for 2021 provided from SBA police Anti-Poaching Unit sergeant after visit to SBA police station (24" January 2022).
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e Game & Fauna Service — Larnaca & Famagusta district: The enforcement data for autumn 2021 show

an increase in prosecutions (57) compared to autumn 2020 (26), suggesting significantly improved
enforcement action by this agency which is acknowledged. Two years ago, an increase in trapping
with limesticks was noted, and this high level of limestick trapping has continued into 2021. This
increase recorded in BirdLife Cyprus’ field findings is also supported by the Game and Fauna Service
enforcement data. We believe it is attributed to the reduction of on-the-spot fines for limestick
trapping offences.

e SBA Police Anti-Poaching Unit (APU) — Dhekelia Sovereign Base: The enforcement data for autumn
2021 show that nine people were arrested for trapping, compared to four during autumn 2020. The
higher number of arrests and higher number of confiscated mist nets are indicative of the increased

trapping activity within the SBAs, in support of our field survey findings (see Figure 4).

lllegal bird trapping has become a demand-driven wildlife crime, with the trading of trapped birds in
lawbreaking restaurants being the key economic driver for organised trappers, who, as is generally
acknowledged, make thousands of euros of illegal profit every year. These restaurants selling
ambelopoulia are almost exclusively located within the Republic. Data provided from the Game and
Fauna Service indicate that restaurant checks in 2021 were less than in 2020 (see Table 4). BirdLife
Cyprus believes that more enforcement is needed, particularly on the big, organised trappers and on
restaurants, in order to stop this illegal demand-supply profitable business.

Table 4 Summary of restaurant checks and prosecutions in Cyprus

2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013' | 2014 | 2015% | 2016>* | 2017* | 2018° | 2019° | 20207 | 2021®

Restaurant 20 31 18 7 14 8 12 21 20 7 10 5
checks
Restaurant 13 15 8 3 1 1 1 7 5 0 1 1

prosecutions

Note 1: Data source for years 2010-2013: Ombudswoman report dated 27/5/2014
(http://www.ombudsman.gov.cy/ombudsman/ombudsman.nsf/index new/index new?OpenForm).
Note 2: Data source: Reply from Ministry of Interior to question of Member of the Parliament Mr Perdikes (question dated
15/6/2015, ref no 23.06.010.04.629) regarding restaurant prosecutions by the Game and Fauna Service for year 2014
available here.
Note 3: Data source: Reply letter from Game Service dated 11/8/2017.
Note 4: Data source: Letter from Cyprus Police headquarters dated 25t January 2018.
Restaurant check breakdown: Nicosia — 10, Limassol — 3, Larnaca — 8, Famagusta — none, Paphos — none
Restaurant prosecution breakdown: Nicosia — 5, Limassol — 1, Larnaca — 1, Famagusta — none, Paphos — none
Note 5: Data source: Letters from both GFS headquarters and Cyprus police Headquarters (Information received on 11/1/19
and 11/2/19 respectively)
Restaurant check breakdown from Cyprus police for 2018: Nicosia -3, Limassol-none, Larnaca — 6, Famagusta —
7none, Paphos — none.
Restaurant checks from GFS for 2018: 11 checks in total
Restaurant prosecution breakdown from both agencies: Nicosia - 4, Limassol — none, Larnaca — 1, Famagusta —
none, Paphos — none.
Note 6: Data source: Email sent to BirdLife Cyprus by Game and Fauna Service official (13/1/20).
Note 7: Data source: Email sent to BirdLife Cyprus by Game and Fauna Service official (12/1/21).
Note 8: Data source: Email sent to BirdLife Cyprus by Game and Fauna Service official (24/1/22)
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Feedback from competent authorities to BirdLife Cyprus reports

Table 5 summarises the number of reports that BirdLife Cyprus provided to the competent authorities
regarding active trapping sites and the overall feedback given by the competent authorities. The
information presented in the table below refers to active trapping sites as recorded by the survey team
(this includes all net codes, P, ANN, AUN and ASN — see Appendix 1 for net ride classification - and sites
where limesticks were found) and were reported to the competent authorities for further action.

With regards to the Game and Fauna Service, 24 locations were reported to this agency (23 for illegal
trapping and one for illegal hunting). At one site confiscation of limesticks occurred, at another site 3
mistnets were confiscated, and at a third site a man was prosecuted for illegal hunting. There was no
official feedback regarding the locations reported. The aforementioned information was obtained from
speaking with wardens directly from the patrols. Wardens responded the same day or at most the next
day and provided feedback within the same day of visiting the locations reported to them.

With regards to the Dhekelia SBA Police Anti-Poaching Unit, 18 locations were reported to this agency.
At three sites confiscation of mistnets occurred, while at another site limesticks found were confiscated
by SBA police, and confiscations of poles and pole bases occurred at two locations. At four locations
covert surveillance was undertaken with help from RSPB investigations who placed cameras at these
sites. Three men were arrested and charged for offences linked to illegal trapping at one location thanks
to footage obtained by the cameras installed on site. Feedback and response time from SBA Police about
locations visited and found active was the same day, or next day at most.
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Table 5 Summary of trapping reports provided to competent authorities from BirdLife Cyprus during autumns 2012-2021

Game and Fauna Service — Larnaca & Famagusta SBA Anti-Poaching Police Unit
N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N
o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o
- = = = = = = = N N = = = = = = = = N N
N w E=y (93] (o)) ~ o] (o] o = N w B (2] (o)) ~N (o] (Vo] o =
Number of 50 43 33 23 21 8 17 11 178 2312 52 38 40 51 34 26 12 14 9 18
reports?
Arrests? 17 19 8 11 10 N/F> N/F N/F N/F N/F 9 8 6 4 5 0 76 0 27 39
(34%) | (44%) | (24%) | (48%) | (48%) (17%) | (21%) | (15%) | (8%) | (15%) | (0%)
Confiscatio 10 8 11 None 1 (5%) N/F N/F 2 2 2 22 18 5 10 14 3 2 6 4 410
ns® (20%) | (19%) | (33%) (42%) | (47%) | (15%) | (20 | (41%) | (12%)
%)
Clearance? 23 16 14 12 10 N/F N/F N/F N/F N/F 21 12 29 37 15 23 8 8 6 1411
/ Nothin (46%) | (37%) | (42%) | (52%) | (48%) (40%) | (32%) | (70%) | (72 | (44%) | (88%)
g %)
Found®

N/R — Not relevant; N/A — Not available; N/F — No feedback provided

Note 1: Reports may also include reports from members of the public that were sent to the competent authority via BLCY.

Note 2: Arrests represent individual people and not specific sites. E.g. If 4 people are arrested at one trapping site that will count as 4 arrests.

Note 3: Confiscations of mist nets, limesticks and/or calling devices

Note 4: Clearance refers to collection of trapping paraphernalia such as pole bases, poles, loudspeakers, wires etc.

Note 5: ‘Nothing found’ refers to reports where the competent authority checked the trapping location but reported it inactive (no nets or limesticks were found) upon its visit, hence no
prosecution or confiscation took place, or no feedback was provided.

Note 6: 7 people were arrested due to video evidence collected at 2 different trapping locations.

Note 7: 2 people were prosecuted for trapping at the same location

Note 8: No official feedback was provided. However, 2 locations were reported on the spot to Game wardens who responded to the reports and provided feedback to BirdLife Cyprus directly.
Note 9: All three people were arrested at the same location

Note 10: In total 9 mistnets and 13 limesticks were confiscated at 4 separate locations.

Note 11: Clearance occurred at two locations. Cameras were placed at four locations. The other locations were placed under observation with no results

Note 12: No official feedback was provided. However, 2 locations were reported on the spot to Game wardens who responded to the reports and provided feedback to Birdlife Cyprus directly.
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Enforcement on the ground — on-the-spot fines in the Republic, four years later

In July 2017, an amendment to the ‘Protection and Management of Wild birds and Game species Law
152/2003’ regulated all bird trapping and poaching offences as on-the-spot fines (as opposed to court
prosecution). At the time, BirdLife Cyprus expressed its opposition to this amendment, having serious
reservations over how game wardens and police officers would be able to impose on-the-spot fines
without risking their personal safety. In December 2020, the law was changed again. Fines for trapping
with limesticks or shooting birds from a list of 14 specific species, was reduced from 2000 euro for one
bird to 200 euro for up to 50 birds. It should also be noted that the SBA administration, did not accept
this change to the law and kept fines for shooting and trapping these 14 species at the original fine of
2000 euro for one bird.

Our field team this season noted an increase in limestick trapping, both in terms of limesticks found set,
and sites which showed evidence of limestick use. This increase was also noted last year and is
supported by the enforcement data provided by the Game and Fauna Service (see Table 3). BirdLife
believes that this increase in the use of limesticks for bird trapping can be attributed to the much lower
fines for this offence of 200 euros compared to other similar offences (which are 2000-euro fines). This
lower fine for limestick trapping was further reinforced in December 2020 when an amendment to the
Protection and Management of Wild birds and Game species’ Law of 152/2003 was passed. This
amendment created a list of 14 specific species of birds, which when trapped with limesticks or shot
with shotguns, carry a lower fine of just 200 euro instead of 2000 euros. We believe this to be a setback
regarding the conservation and protection of migratory birds in Cyprus, as explained in the following
sections.

More generally, over the past five years, the Cyprus enforcement agencies, and particularly the Game
and Fauna Service, have been issuing high fines, implementing the on-the-spot fine provisions adopted
in July 2017. This has acted as a deterrent for most trappers, particularly when it was first implemented.
However, now we are seeing an increase in trapping within the Republic.

That said, from the on-the-spot fine data provided to BirdLife Cyprus for the period of July 2017 to
December 2020 by the Game and Fauna Service, it seems that the higher the fine, the less chance there
is of it being paid by the offender. Table 6 below shows that even though more than half the fines
handed out so far have been paid (413 from 692), the money these fines equate to (€850,251) only add
up to around one third of the total money from all the fines (€2,250,109). It appears that fines of €4,000-
€5,000 and higher are not paid (based on averages), with offenders being led to the courts for
prosecution. It is important to highlight that unpaid fines led to court (264 in number) equate to 38% of
all fines issued.
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Table 6 Breakdown of on the spot fines handed out from July 2017 until the end of December 2021

No. of Fines Amount in Euro

Fines that have been 413 €850,251
paid
Fines still pending 14 €71,884
payment
Fines that haven’t 264 € 1,243,026
been paid and
will/have gone to
court

Total 692 € 2,250,109

Table 7. Average fines under different circumstances

Average fine given by courts
prior to 2017 law amendment

(€)

Average size of on-the-spot
fine which is not paid and thus
taken to court (€)

Average fine issued by courts
to people who did not pay
their on-the-spot fine (€)'°

780

4,700

1,656

BirdLife Cyprus has expressed concerns about the lack of information regarding the court sentencing
and specifically the rulings made by judges regarding unpaid fines. The data in Table 7 shows some
indicative values of fines under different circumstances, provided by the Game and Fauna Service, and
confirms BirdLife Cyprus’ fears that once a fine is not paid and goes to court, the offenders are handed
out lower fines. Although there is still an improvement in comparison to the much lower fines given
out by courts prior to 2017, this significant difference between the unpaid on-the-spot fines and the
court sentences is very worrisome. We believe this difference in the much lower fines imposed by courts
is starting to compromise the entire on-the-spot fine system, making it ineffective and losing its original
deterrent impact, hence also explaining the increase in trapping activity recorded during autumn 2021.

16 Up to date Information provided from GFS official during telephone conversation on 1/2/2022
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Social and political attitudes

Developments in the Republic of Cyprus

In July 2017, when the “Protection and Management of Wild Birds and Game Species” Law (152/2003)
was amended and on-the-spot fines were introduced, we saw the on-the-spot the fines for limestick
trapping specifically, reduced from 2000 euros to 200 euros. In December 2020, a further amendment
in the same law was passed by the Cyprus Parliament. This change saw the fines for the killing of up to
50 birds from a list of 14 protected’, non-game species, being reduced to 200 euros with the use of
limesticks or with shooting. Previously, the fine for killing even a single bird from this list was set at 2000
euros. Moreover, these specific species are the target species for trappers and poachers for the
‘ambelopoulia’ dish.

These two relaxations to the law represent a major step backwards regarding bird conservation in
Cyprus, as they have created a subcategory of ‘less protected’ bird species. The combination of law
changes in recent years, together with the dismantling of the Cyprus Police anti-poaching unit, has
sent a message of decriminalisation of trapping. BirdLife Cyprus believes this to be the main reason
for the worrying increase in trapping with both mistnets and limesticks seen in autumn 2021.

This series of law changes has boosted the confidence of trappers, who also used violence against
competent authorities and organisations trying to clamp down on trapping in 2021. This became
apparent in November 2021 when a CABS activist was assaulted while checking a mistnet trapping site
around Avgorou village, by masked assailants, driving an unmarked vehicle. This is clear evidence that
trapping is still a serious “business” for certain criminals, who are willing to resort to violence in order
to continue to conduct their operations.

In the wake of the aggression against the CABS member, the issue of bird trapping in Cyprus received a
lot of local media attention. BirdLife Cyprus was invited to speak about the incident and the state of bird
trapping in Cyprus on several occasions, condemning the incident and calling on Cyprus Police to
investigate the case thoroughly and to arrest and prosecute the law breakers. One such program was
on the OMEGA TV channel where BirdLife Cyprus was invited together with the illegal organisation
“Friends of the Limestick” to discuss the issue of illegal bird trapping and whether the use of limesticks
could be permitted as a traditional hunting method. During the program, the representative of the
“Friends of the Limestick” claimed that it is possible for a derogation to be granted for the use of
limesticks for bird trapping in Cyprus under the Birds Directive, under the so called ‘alternative plan’
that the Cyprus Government had approved back in 2015. And which the EU Commission had stated
clearly in December 2015, that such a derogation is not possible and cannot be granted. See our press
release from the time here.

17 The species in question are: Blackcap (Sylvia atricapilla), European Bee-eater (Merops apiaster), Common
Chaffinch (Fringilla coelebs), Spanish Sparrow (Passer hispaniolensis), House Sparrow (Passer domesticus),
European Robin (Erithacus rubecula), Common Whitethroat (Sylvia communis), Spotted Flycatcher (Muscicapa
striata), Common Chiffchaff (Phylloscopus collybita), Willow Warbler (Phylloscopus trochilus), Eurasian Reed
Warbler (Acrocephalus scirpaceus), Sedge Warbler (Acrocephalus schoenobaenus), Cetti’s Warbler (Cettia cetti),
Golden Oriole (Oriolus oriolus).
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On 24™ of December 2021, while searching for winter trapping sites, CABS were involved in an
altercation with one of the biggest and most notorious trappers in the Larnaca District. The trapper
threatened CABS and the police officer who was accompanying them, and assaulted a CABS volunteer.
See news article here and a video of the incident here. Fortunately, the trapper and an accomplice also
present at the time, was arrested the next day and we hope the court convictions will be appropriate
and deterrent, setting a precedent that both wildlife crime and violence against officers and
environmentalists will not be tolerated. On January 9, someone placed a bomb on one of the CABS
vehicles, in an apparent intimidation attempt. See news article here. All these incidents highlight the
importance and urgency of re-instating the Cyprus Police Anti-Poaching squad in order to deal with the
big, organised trappers, who would not hesitate to safeguard their moneymaking business with threats,
violence and intimidation tactics.

Following the serious December 2020 relaxation in the “Protection and Management of Wild Birds and
Game Species” Law (152/2003), BirdLife Cyprus launched an online petition to gather signatures asking
for a reversal of the reduction in fines for the killing of these 14 species with limesitcks and shotguns. In
total, more than 13,700 citizens signed the petition, which was handed over to the President of the
Parliament, Mrs Annita Demetriou, on 30" of November 2021 by a BirdLife Cyprus delegation. The
petition was also accompanied by letter from BirdLife International endorsed by 22 BirdLife partners in
Europe, expressing concern and calling on the President of the Parliament to act to protect our common
natural heritage. The petition asked for the fines to be increased and so that Cyprus isn’t taken to the
EU Court. More on this here while the letter can be seen in Appendix 6.

In October 2021, according to media articles which covered the matter, the European Commission sent
a letter to the Government of Cyprus in which it expressed its strong concerns regarding the amendment
of the “Protection and Management of Wild Birds and Game Species law”. According to these articles,
the European Commission believes, like BirdLife Cyprus, that these changes will increase illegal trapping.
and that such low fines are not only non-deterrent and non-punitive. The European Commission has
asked the Cypriot Government to provide further details on how these changes will be made, effectively
monitored and enforced. Furthermore, it has called upon the Cyprus Government to annul these law
changes and to have all fines start at 2000 euros. BirdLife Cyprus expects the Cypriot Government to
comply with the Commission's recommendations for the abolition of the lower fines voted in by the
Cypriot Parliament and calls on the European Commission to take all necessary measures to ensure that
these relaxations are overturned. More information here and here.

One positive outcome of 2021 was the addition of the House Sparrow (Passer domesticus) to the list of
protected species under the Cyprus law. The House Sparrow, previously a non-protected species, as it
was considered to be a pest, was moved onto the list of protected species, where it should have been
in the first place. This after the European Commission had identified that this was not in compliance
with the Birds Directive, and called on Cyprus to correct this in its national law. BirdLife Cyprus would
expect that similar pressure from the European Commission would be exerted in order to reverse the
much worse relaxations to the “Protection and Management of Wild Birds and Game Species” Law
(52/2003).
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Developments in the Eastern (Dhekelia) Sovereign Base Area

For yet another year, the SBA Police and Administration have continued to apply the partnership
approach adopted in 2017, strengthening their collaboration with NGOs. The joint field monitoring with
BirdLife Cyprus continued, as did collaboration with CABS. The SBA police APU was however reduced in
size for the Autumn 2021 season. This is something which BirdLife Cyprus raised concerns about, as
despite the reduction in trapping levels in recent years, any reduction in enforcement or prevention
would lead to an increase in trapping. The BirdLife Cyprus field team noted a significant amount of
trapping at the start of the season in the SBA areas, and expressed concerns to the SBA police. The SBA
Police responded to these concerns, increasing shifts and patrols, particularly on the weekends,
strengthening the presence of their officers on the ground. This early response by the SBA police after
our feedback is acknowledged and it is a showcase of collaboration between the SBA Police and NGOs
in the fight against bird trapping. This, to a large extent, resulted in the containment of trapping in
October within the SBA areas.

This autumn, members of the RSPB investigations team joined SBA police officers on the ground in order
to resume covert surveillance actions against trapping sites located within the SBA areas. Cameras were
placed at four different locations where illegal trapping with mistnets was noted. Unfortunately, of the
12 cameras which were placed at these four sites, five were stolen. Despite this setback, three men
were identified from footage obtained by covert cameras and were charged for bird trapping offences.
This shows that although trapping in the SBA areas has reduced dramatically over the last few years,
there are still organised trappers who are willing to risk being caught in order to continue trapping within
the SBA areas, and are not dissuaded by the presence of cameras at their trapping sites.
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4. Discussion & Recommendations

2021 saw an apparent increase in trapping with mist nets for the first time since 2017 with trapping
increasing by around 100% compared to Autumn 2020. However, overall, there has been an 84%
reduction in mist netting activity between the baseline year of 2002 and 2021, within the survey area,
which covers the worst trapping areas of Cyprus (see Figure 2).

With regards to the SBAs, trapping appeared to increase by around 46% compared to autumn 2020,
however compared to the high levels of trapping recorded in 2016, the levels recorded this autumn are
still low (see Figure 4). This season, the SBA police anti-poaching unit was reduced in size. BirdLife Cyprus
has raised concerns with regards to a reduction in size of the unit, worrying that it might lead an increase
in trapping levels within their jurisdiction. A high level of trapping with mistnets was recorded at the
start of the season, and as a result the SBA police increased shifts, especially on weekends, and bolstered
the unit with an additional officer. This led to a less trapping activity being recorded towards the end of
the season.

BirdLife Cyprus acknowledges the success of the SBA Police and Administration in tackling the illegal
trapping issue within their jurisdiction in recent years. It is evident that the established partnership
approach and the internal anti-trapping action plan that the SBAs have put in place in the last few years,
in conjunction with the close collaboration with NGOs, are having tangible results on the ground. This
approach and associated measures must be continued into 2022 and beyond, to ensure this success is
regained and maintained.

In the Republic of Cyprus, there was an apparent large increase in trapping with mistnets compared to
2020. Trapping with mistnets appeared to increase by 132%, which is a cause for concern (See Figure
3). As well as an increase in mistnetting, BirdLife Cyprus also recorded an increase in trapping with
limesticks. Despite this increase in trapping levels, Birdlife Cyprus acknowledges the enforcement effort
of the Game and Fauna Service wardens who had an increased number of prosecutions in autumn 2021
compared with autumn 2020.

This increase in limestick trapping and mistnetting, we believe, is a result of the amalgamation of various
relaxations to the “Protection and Management of Wild Birds and Game Species law” over the past few
years, the most recent change involving the reduction of fines for trapping with limesticks and shooting
of up to 50 birds from a list of 14 species. In essence this has created a sub category of “less protected”
birds. The absurdity of this law change is even more evident when one realizes that the fines for offences
in relation to game species have been kept high and deterrent, at €2000. We consider that the creation
of this ‘less protected’ category is a major setback for bird protection in Cyprus and it is not enforceable
in practice as species on this list are very similar to species which are not on the list making them very
difficult to identify (e.g. other warbler species). In practice it indirectly encourages the illegal killing of
songbirds and BirdLife Cyprus believes this phenomenon will increase on the island over the coming
years, unless the law relaxation is swiftly reversed.

Unfortunately, the dangerous reduction in fines has passed, as BirdLife Cyprus warned, a message of
‘decriminalization’ of illegal trapping and killing of migratory birds, encouraging and indirectly
promoting the violation of the relevant law. This relaxation of the law, as expected, has created the
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impression that it is "ok" to illegally kill and consume "ampelopoulia". This is evidenced by the recent

incidents of violence against activists of the CABS group in November and December 2021 and against

a Cypriot police officer. Such violent and reprehensible incidents are proof of the urgent need to

reinstate the Cyprus Police Poaching Unit, which was abolished in November 2019, to deal with large,

organized trappers and poachers who will not hesitate to secure their profitable "business".

Recommendations

In conclusion, BirdLife Cyprus stresses the following actions and measures as areas for action in 2022:

The Cyprus Parliament to reverse the relaxations to the law "Protection and Management of Wild
Birds and Game Species" and to restore the fine for the offenses of possession and use of
limesticks and hunting of all species from 200 to 2000 euros.

The Cyprus competent authorities to strengthen the collaboration with environmental NGOs on
the ground, adopting a similar approach to that taken by the SBA Police, in order to make
enforcement action more effective.

The Game and Fauna Service needs to draw up an action plan with a focus on the big, organized
trappers with the support of the Cyprus police, for its implementation. Furthermore, the Cyprus
authorities need to undertake increased and consistent enforcement action against law-breaking
restaurants serving illegal ampelopoulia “delicacies” (to address demand), and to re-instate the
Cyprus Police Anti-poaching unit.

The Cyprus Police to re-instate the Cyprus Police Anti-poaching unit, to focus on targeted
enforcement action, particularly against large scale, organised, trappers

Training to be provided to the Judiciary and Prosecutors regarding the on-the-spot fine system
and the seriousness of trapping as a wildlife crime, in order to address the large discrepancy
observed between on-the-spot fines issued and court sentences handed out. We consider that the
Game and Fauna Service, as the responsible authority for the implementation of the Birds
legislation, is best placed to do this.

The SBA Administration and police to continue with the collaborative partnership approach
adopted with environmental NGOs and the implementation and review of its action plan.

The SBA Police to maintain a well-staffed anti-trapping team, to enable it to continue to be a
deterrent and effective unit, thus maintaining the low trapping levels recorded in recent years.
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Appendix 1

Methodology of the trapping surveillance programme

Survey area and sampling strategy

The surveillance project began in 2002 with the coverage of 60 sample squares (each 1x1 km) chosen at
random from within a 261 km2 study area, which covered most of the Famagusta/Eastern Larnaca area
and the Ayios Theodoros — Maroni area.

In 2005, the monitoring became more targeted, focusing on habitat suitable for trapping. Each 1 km
square within the study area was classified as either a ‘possible bird trapping area’ or ‘unlikely bird
trapping area’ based solely on the presence or absence of vegetation suitable for setting limesticks or
nets. Surveillance subsequently took place in ‘possible’” squares only. Some 44 of the original 60 sample
squares were ‘possible bird trapping area’ squares under the new classification. These 44 squares were
kept, with another 16 new squares chosen randomly to bring the total sample to 60 again.

Then, in 2007, the survey area was expanded to cover 295 km2 for Famagusta/Eastern Larnaca area and
111 km?2 for Ayios Theodoros — Maroni area, bringing the total survey area to 406 km2. This was done
after preliminary surveys in autumn 2006 found evidence of extensive trapping on the margins of the
original (261 km2) survey area. The sample size was expanded to 100 squares (40 new squares were
randomly chosen) to allow for this extension of the survey area. Out of the 406 1 km2 squares of the
expanded survey area, 301 have been classified as ‘possible bird trapping area’ squares.

In 2017, the Ayios Nikolaos Area of the ESBA was added into the survey after reports from CABS of
extensive trapping taking place in this area. An additional 18 squares were added to the survey area
bringing the new total to 405 squares adding up to 310 square kilometres.

The random selection of sample squares is stratified to ensure representative coverage of areas under
SBA, Republic of Cyprus and “joint” jurisdiction (squares where the two jurisdictions meet). In terms of
the analysis of the survey data BirdLife Cyprus is using the TRIM (TRends & Indices for Monitoring data)
programme, which enables the analysis of time series of counts with missing observations (read more
about TRIM in Appendix 4.

Surveying for trapping activity

Surveying consists of a two-man team systematically searching for evidence of illegal trapping activity
in the randomly selected one by one kilometre squares. The time taken to survey each square is
recorded, as are weather patterns and the presence or absence of large numbers of migrant birds.

For safety reasons (avoidance of possible confrontation with trappers) the BC observers do not go out
in the field at dawn, which is the main period of trapping activity, but carry out surveys between 09:00
and 17:00. Each sample square is surveyed only once each season, partly for safety reasons (minimising
the risk of the observers becoming known to trappers) and partly because repeat sampling of each
square has no particular value when it comes to analysis of the collected data. Opportunistic
observations are also made in the surroundings of squares where mist netting is suspected. Trapping
activity includes:
e mistnetting activity, which is the main focus of the surveillance programme of BirdLife Cyprus.
This is calculated using the total length of active net rides recorded within the survey area; and
e limesticks, using the total number of active limesticks found within the survey area.
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Mist nets

The two observers carry out a thorough search of all habitat patches suitable for the setting of mist nets
(i.e. all areas with bushes and/or trees) within each sample square. The observers record all direct and
indirect evidence of mist net and tape lure use and of net ride preparation and use (e.g. cleared corridors
within vegetation for putting up nets, presence of pole bases). The codes used for the various categories
of mist netting activity and tape lure use are given below, as are the codes used for recording the type
of habitat where trapping activity is detected. The surveyors note cases where they come across
enclosed (fenced) areas that they cannot see into at all, or cannot see into well enough to survey fully.

Box 1 Key to survey codes used for the field

Net code

O -old ride

P —ride recently prepared

ANN — active no nets present
AUN — active unset net present
ASN — active set net present

IUN —inactive unset net present

The main net ride classifications are described below:

Habitat code
A —acacia

C —citrus

E — eucalyptus
F —fig
J—mulberry
O -olive

M — maquis

P — pomegranate

K — carob
Cy —cypress
L — lentisk

S —syrian plum

Tape lure code

P —tale lure present, playing

L — loudspeakers present

Y —tape lure present, not playing
U — unknown

W — electrical wires associated
with tape lures

B — car battery present

e Prepared (P): A net ride that is clearly ready to be used but there is no evidence e.g. bird
feathers, blood stains, thrown pebbles, to suggest illegal activity was taking place the previous
night / morning (see Figure 4),

e Active No Net (ANN): A net ride that from the evidence found e.g. bird feathers, blood stains,
thrown pebbles, indicates that illegal activity was taking place the previous night / morning but
no net is present (see Figure 5),

e Active Unset Net present (AUN): A net ride where the trapper has left the mist net on the poles

but it is furled i.e. the mist net is not stretched up for catching birds but lowered down (or the

net is placed e.g. under a tree) (see Figure 6), and

e Active Set Net present (ASN): A net ride where the trapper has left the mist net set on the poles

and it is ready for catching birds (see Figure 7).
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Figure 6: Active No Net ride (ANN) with poles, bases, feathers & signs of trampling in an olive grove
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Figure 8: Active Set Net present (ASN) —corridors in orchards are often used for mist netting

Limesticks

While the main effort of the observers is to locate evidence of mist netting, all evidence of limestick
activity is also recorded. Limesticks are much harder to locate in the field than mist nets and are often
set in a different habitat to mist nets. In addition, incidental evidence for limestick use is hard to detect
(though trees pruned to hold limesticks are readily identifiable). It is impractical to search entire 1 km2
sample squares for limesticks due to the time consuming nature of the task. The protocol is therefore
for the observers to look out for limesticks while concentrating on surveying for mist netting activity.
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Appendix 2

Survey data for autumn 2021

Confidential Information. Only provided upon approval of request.
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Appendix 3

Estimation of numbers of birds caught during autumn 2021

It is important to note that the estimated death toll does not take into consideration any net rides that
have been classified as ‘Prepared’ (previously this net ride classification was also considered for the
death toll estimation), following the recommendation included in the BTO assessment report (July 2015)
to revise slightly the calculation.

The following key assumptions are applied for the estimation of the birds killed:

o 12 metres is the assumed average length for a mist net

. 20 birds are caught per 12-m net per day (Magnin, 1986)

. 0.5 birds are caught per limestick per day

o 60 days is the duration of the trapping period for spring and autumn seasons

o 50% scaling factor — applied for spring estimates to account for a lower number of
migrating birds passing via Cyprus compared to the autumn

. 405 are the possible bird trapping squares within the survey area as identified from the

surveillance programme in 2007 (the random sample of squares surveyed by BirdLife Cyprus
is taken from these 301 squares)
o 75% of illegal trapping activity for all of Cyprus takes place within the survey area (based on
input from enforcement authorities and other experts)
J Net ride categories ‘ANN’ (Active No Nets), ‘ASN’ (Active Set Nets) and ‘AUN’ (Active Unset
Nets) nets are assumed that they are active every day during the trapping season (read
Appendix 1 for details on net ride classification).
o Note: Net ride category ‘P’ (Prepared) is not taken into account for the estimation of
numbers of birds killed anymore, following the recommendation of BTO science experts
(BTO report, July 2015) to revise slightly the equation.
Using the above assumptions, the bird death toll is estimated as follows for autumn:
For nets = [(Total length of ANN+AUN+ASN rides)] / (average length of a net) x (20 birds per net per day)
x (total number of ‘possible bird trapping area’ squares / number of squares surveyed) x (length of
trapping season in days)
= [(597+0+240] / (12) x (20) x (405/60) x (60)
= 564,975 birds could have been caught within the survey area in mist nets.

For limesticks = (Total number of limesticks found) x (0.5 birds per limestick per day) x (total number of
‘possible bird trapping area’ squares / number of squares surveyed) x (length of trapping season in days)
=195 x 0.5 x (405/60) x 60
= 39,488 birds caught within the survey area on limesticks

In total 604,463 birds could have been killed in mist nets and on limesticks within the survey area during
autumn 2021. Assuming that the survey area accounts for 75% of the trapping activity in Cyprus, the
bird death toll in Cyprus is:

= 604,463/ 75%

= 805,950 birds could have been killed in nets and on limesticks across all Cyprus during autumn 2021.

Note: these death toll estimates do not take into consideration any illegal bird trapping taking place into
the Turkish occupied part of Cyprus.
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Appendix 4
TRIM model description

TRIM (TRends & Indices for Monitoring data) is a program for the analysis of time series of counts with
missing observations. The program can be used to estimate indices and trends and to assess the effects
of covariates on these indices and trends. TRIM analyses time series of counts, using Poisson regression
and produces estimates of yearly indices and trends (Panneloek & van Strien 2005). If observations are
missing, TRIM estimates the missing values on the basis of changes observed on plots that were
monitored.

In other words, TRIM enables us to use the data from all the trapping survey squares ever surveyed
under the BirdLife Cyprus surveillance programme during the autumn period, in total 104 squares, even
though these squares were not all covered each autumn season. The programme ‘fills in” missing values
for squares that were not covered in a particular year on the basis of the general trend derived from the
data as a whole. The TRIM software (freely available from here) is very widely used for analysis of field
data from ecological or biological studies. It works as an index, setting the first year of a time series of
data the value of 100 (in this case year 2002) and showing up or down changes in subsequent years
relative to this value of 100. TRIM program allows the user to select various models to undertake the
analysis: a) Model 1: No time-effects, b) Model 2: Linear (switching) trend, and c) Model 3: Effects for
each time-point. For the analysis presented in this report BirdLife Cyprus has selected Model 2,
following the advice of RSPB senior conservation scientist Mr Simon Wotton. Below is an explanation
of why.

Which model should one use: the time-effects model or the linear trend model? (Panneloek & van Strien

2005)

The time effects model (= year effects model in case the time points are years) estimates parameters

for each separate year and should be chosen if one wants to assess indices for each year. The linear
trend model should be chosen if one is interested in testing whether a trend has happened across a
number of years, by selecting one or more years as changepoints. The linear trend model should also
be chosen when the data are too sparse to run the time effects model. Using the linear trend model
also allows testing trends before and after particular changepoints. Options are (1) to test trends before
and after a priori selected changepoints or (2) to let TRIM search for the substantial changepoints by
using the stepwise procedure. If all years are selected as changepoints, the linear trend model is
equivalent to the time effects model (although it results in a description in terms of trend slope
parameters rather than time point parameters). Note that the linear trend model also produces indices
for each year, but not necessarily based on yearly parameters as in the time effects model. Instead of
yearly parameters, the linear trend uses the trend across a number of years to approximate the indices.

BirdLife Cyprus has used the ‘Linear trend model by using the stepwise procedure and with all years
selected as changepoints’ for the trend analysis presented in this report, following the
recommendation of RSPB senior conservation scientist Mr Simon Wotton. The linear trend model can
be run without any changepoints selected. Thereby it imputes missing counts based on the trend over
the whole period studied. Be careful in using the model without any changepoints; the resulting indices
might be unrealistic (this is the key point why this approach was not recommended and all years were
selected as changepoints).
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Appendix 5

Statistics of the Cyprus Police Anti-poaching unit.

Summary of illegal bird trapping statistics of the Cyprus Police APU for the months of August,
September and October for years 2011 - 2019

Cyprus Police Anti- Poaching Unit*

Years pa S a L a ] = 3 2
) S S 1) 1) ) ) S S
N N N N N N N N N
No of N/A N/A N/A 27 28 36 13 4 N/A
trappers
arrested /
cases
N/A 116 N/A 116 121 164 37 5 N/A
No of mist
nets?!
No of
. ) N/A 4,799 N/A 3,950 3,359 1,915 811 213 N/A
limesticks?
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Appendix 6

Copy of the letter which was handed to the President of the Cyprus Parliament on November 30"
2021

x Partnership

for nature

e
BleLlfe and people

INTERNATIONAL \

To: The President of the Cyprus House of Representatives,
Mrs Annita Demetriou

15 November 2021

Subject: Cyprus bird law relaxations severely threaten our migratory bird species,
a common heritage of all EU countries and beyond

Dear President of the Cyprus House of Representatives,

We would like to draw your attention to the change of legislation “152/2003 Protection and
Management of Wild Bird and Game Species’ that was passed at the Cyprus House of
Representatives on 20 December 2020. Here we express our strong concerns on this
serious relaxation, which poses a threat to our common heritage of migratory birds.

Last December, the Cyprus House of Representatives voted in favour of a series of
amendments to the above-mentioned national law. One of these amendments included the
setting of a 200 euro fine for the “killing of up to 50 birds from a list of 14 protected, non-
game species®, either with the use of limesticks or by shooting'. Prior to this change, the fine
for illegally killing even one individual of these protected species was 2,000 euros. For
similar offences involving game species, the fines start from 2,000 euros.

BirdLife Cyprus, our partner in Cyprus, has pointed out that all 14 of the species on the list
are target species of poachers for the ambelopoulia dish. We all know that bird trapping is a

! The species in question are: Blackcap (Sylvia atricapilla), European Bee-eater (Merops apiaster), Common
Chaffinch (Fringilla coeiebs), Spanish Sparrow {Passer hispaniolensis), House Sparrow (Passer domesticus),
European Robin {Erithacus rubecula), Common Whitethroat (Sylvia communis), Spotted Flycatcher (Muscicapa
striata), Common Chiffchaff (Phyiloscopus collybita), Willow Warbler (Phylloscopus trochilus), Eurasian Reed
Warbler (Acrocephalus scirpaceus), Sedge Warbler (Acrocephalus schoenobaenus), Cetti’s Warbler (Cettia
cetti), Golden Oriole (Oriolus oriolus).

Stichting BirdLife Europe

Europe and Central Asia Partnership Secretanat T +322280 0830
Cours Saint-Michel, 30B (c/o Hive5) E erif_e,om
1040 Brussels, Belgium www birdiife eu
VAT BE 0823 675 5087
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lucrative, illegal business in Cyprus where organized crime is involved. The decrease of the
fines effectively decriminalizes illegal trapping with limesticks and illegal shooting of
songbirds in Cyprus. In no way are these fines deterrent for the law breakers. On the
contrary, we consider that this law change downgrades migrant and other songbird species
into a ‘less protected status’ category, sadly approved by the Cyprus House of
Representatives. It opens doors to more illegality and provides a legal foundation for broad
tolerance towards the illegal trapping, shooting and consumption of migratory birds.

The Rome Strategic Plan on tackling illegal killing of birds was agreed upon by the
Mediterranean countries, adopting a zero tolerance towards bird trapping and poaching -2.
We believe that this law change is a clear relaxation of the national legislation and a
violation of the EU Birds and Environmental Crime Directives, as well as a serious deviation
from the Rome Strategic Plan. As a Member State of the European Union, Cyprus has a
responsibility to respect EU laws and International Conventions, including the legislation for
the protection of wild birds.

The majority of bird species in question are migratory. This means that they are a common
heritage of all countries along their journey. We all have a joint responsibility to protect
them. Years of conservation efforts have been invested in numerous countries to protect
these migratory species and to maintain their populations at healthy levels. This is now all
put at risk by the law change in Cyprus introducing much lower fines and this is a serious
setback for the preservation of migratory species at flyway level. In times of continuous
biodiversity decline, Cyprus has an important role to play as a key stopover for tens of
millions of migratory birds twice a year, in spring and autumn.

We, BirdLife International, are the largest partnership of over 120 conservation
organisations (NGOs) in the EU and globally. We strive to conserve birds, their habitats and
global biodiversity, working with people towards sustainable use of natural resources. The
BirdLife partnership is widely recognized as the world leader in bird conservation and we
collectively have more than 10 million members and supporters.

Ensuring a safe passage for migratory species along their flyway routes between Europe,
Africa and Asia is vital for their survival, and is a key priority of work for the BirdLife
partnership and our national partners, including BirdLife Cyprus. We hope that you will take
our concerns into serious consideration and that you will take action to reverse a dangerous
law change that introduces low, non-deterrent fines for the trapping and poaching of

? The Bern Convention Standing Committee approved the Rome Strategic Plan 2020-2030 in December 2019.

Stichting BirdLife Europe

Europe and Central Asia Partnership Secretanat T+3222800830
Cours Saint-Michel, 30B (clo Hive5) E euope@bujk.mg
1040 Brussels, Belgium www _birdlife_ eu
VAT BE 0823 675 597
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migratory bird species in Cyprus. We trust that you have the power and commitment to do
s0.

We look forward to your timely intervention and remain at your disposal.

Regards,

G0 ' M abr

Patricia Zurita Martin Hellicar Martin Harper

CEO Director Director

BirdLife International BirdLife Cyprus BirdLife Europe & Central Asia
BirdlLife
Cyprus

This letter is also endorsed by the following 22 organisations within the BirdLife Partnership.
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