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NepiAnyn

H napoloa avadopd mopouctalel Ta TEAEUTALO EUPAUATA TOU CUVEXLIOUEVOU TIPOYPOALOTOC
mapakoAouBbnong tng mapdavoung mayideuvong mouAlwv tou BirdLife Cyprus (Mtnvoloylkog
Juvdeopog Kumpou), yla tnv avoléldtikn nmeplodo 2022. Emonpaivetal otL n avadopd auth
aneuBuveTal KUplwg oToug uTtEUBUVOUC oTa KEVTPA ANYPNG AMOPACEWY KaL TOUG TIOALTLKOUG, LUE
OKOTIO TNV EVNUEPWON, TNV eualoOntomoinon Kol tnv Klvntomoinon yla avaAnyn mo
QTTOTEAEOUATLKAC SpACNC VLA AVTLUETWIILON AUTOU TOU XPOVLOU OLKOAOYLKOU TIPORARLATOC.

Onwg Kal tnv avolén tou 2021, n avolflatikn épeuva mapakoAouBnong to 2022 nepA\apPave
€peuva eAéyyou onueiwv (‘spot checks’), omou emiAéxbnke €va Seiypa evepywv tomoBeolwv
nayideuong amo TG TPONYOUUEVECG OVOLELATIKEG TIEPLOSOUC, OL OToieg eAEyxBnKav yla Tuxov
Sdpaoctnplotnta mapavoung nayidsuong. Etol, dev mpaypatonolibnke mAnpng épsuva Paocel
TOU MPWTOKOAAOU Tou BirdLife Cyprus yia mapakoAouBnon tng nayideuong. Auto €ylve Aoyw
HELWHEVOU avBpwTvou SUVOULKOU Kal AOyw TNG MELWHEVNC SpOOTNELOTNTAG TAPAVOUNG
nayideuong Katd Ty avolen ta teAsutaio xpovia.

JUVOALIKA eAéyxBnkav 74 onpela, ek Twv omolwv Tpia Kataypddbnkav we eVeEpyd yLol TAPAVOLN
nayidevon nmouAlwv. H opada nediou kateypae éva evepyd onueio To omolo sixe evoeifelg
nayidevonc pe £6Bepya, Kal duo onueia ota onoia BpéBnkav otnuéva E6PBepya.

Aev gival duvatov va e€axbolv oTaTIOTIKA BAGILO CUUMEPACHOTO OXETIKA LIE TIG TACELG TNG
nayidevong ywa tnv avoln, dedopévou OTL TO TANPEG MPWTOKOAAO TtapakoAolBnong tou
BirdLife Cyprus &gv akoAouBrnbnke tnv AvolEn tou 2022. Qotdoo, Ue BACN ATIOKAELOTIKA TO
otolxeia mou OUAAEXBNKkav oto medio daivetal OTL UTAPXEL HLA €VOELKTIKA HELWON TNG
nayidevong pe €6Bepya oe olykplon pe tv Avol€n tou 2021. To BirdLife Cyprus miotevel OtL
auTH n evOEelKTIKN Pelwon otnv mayideuon pe £6Bepya tnv avolen odeilletal otov peydlo
aplOUo peyodwv mpdoTipwy mou erPAROnkav tnv AvolEn 2021. MoAhamhoi mayldeutég EAaBav
npootipa 8000 supw Kal Avw, Yeyovog To omolo ¢aivetal va AeltoUpynos QMOTPEMTIKA yLa
AGAAOUG TTaYLOEUTEG Katd TNy Tepiodo mayideuong tng Avoléng tou 2022. Mo TETAPTN CUVEXN
xpoviad to BirdLife Cyprus katéypole pundevikn Spactnplotnta mayidsvong pe Siytua tnv
Avolén.

H evdewktikr peiwon mou kotaypddnke autr tn oelov sival éva BARA MPOG TN owoTth
KatelBUVON YL VO OTOUATIOEL EVIEAWG N apdvoun mayideuon ue E6Bepya tnv Avoln. To
BirdLife Cyprus mtotelel 0Tt aUTA N eVOEIKTIKA Peiwon cuvSEsTal Kal pe Tol PNAQ, amOTPENTIKA
npdoTa TTou poPAEmovTal HECw TNC vopoBeoiog — to adiknua tng mapdvoung nayidsvong /
Bavatwong amodnUNTKWY TIOUALWY TV Ttepiodo TN avoleng TLpwpeitat pe 8000 supw e€wdLIKO
npooTo. AvtiBeta, ol teheutaieg ¢pOwonwpLvEG mepiodol kotaypadwy mapouciocav Lo
evlelkTIK aUénon tng mapdavoung mayidsuong pe €0Bepya aAAd Kol TOU TAPAVOROU
nupoPoAilopol TpootateuoevwY e0wv. To BirdLife Cyprus mioteUel OTL QUTH N EVOELKTIKNA
aU€énon ouvdéetal e ta oAU XapnAd mpootipa mou emtBailovral yio autd ta aSIKARATH KOTA
v $pOwonwpivn mepiodo. To e€wdiko MpooTIHo eivol povov 200 supw Yo TV TTOPAVOUN
Bavatwon (mupoBoALopo f He TN xprion E0Pepywv) yla LéxpL Kat 50 mouALd, katL mou dev sival
oUTE OMOTPENTIKO oUTE TIHWPNTIKO. To BirdLife Cyprus eAmilet otL Ba ouveyicouv va
eruparlovral Bapld MPOOTIUA OTOUG TIAYLOEUTEG TNV AVOLEN KAl TILOTEVEL OTL Ba Mpémel va



vloBetnBouv eficou PYnAd kal OMOTPEMTIKA éWOIKA ylo T ASIKAMATO TNG TIAPAVOUNG
nayidevong pe £6Pepya Kal TOV MOPAVOUO TUPOBOALOUO AMOSNUNTIKWY TIOUALWVY yla Thv

dOwonwpivi oelov.

Tnv avolélatikn épeuva mapakohouBnong yia to 2022 xpnuatodotnoe n NABU (BirdLife otn
lepuavia) kat to RSPB (BirdLife oto Hvwpévo BaoiAelo).



Summary

This report presents the latest findings of the on-going BirdLife Cyprus surveillance programme
on illegal bird trapping, relating to the spring 2022 season. As ever, it is highlighted here that
this report is mainly aimed at top decision makers and politicians, with the aim of informing,
raising awareness and generating momentum for more effective action to tackle this chronic
ecological problem.

Similar to spring 2021, our Spring survey in 2022 consisted of a ‘spot check’ survey, whereby a
sample of active trapping sites from the previous spring seasons were selected and checked for
activity. So a full survey following the BirdLife Cyprus trapping monitoring protocol was not
undertaken. This was done for capacity reasons and because of reduced spring trapping in
recent years.

Overall, 74 locations were checked and out of these, three sites were found to be active with
illegal bird trapping activity taking place. The field team recorded one site that showed evidence
of trapping with limesticks, while two sites were found with limesticks set out.

It is not possible to draw statistically robust conclusions about the trends for spring trapping
activity, since the standard monitoring protocol of BirdLife Cyprus was not followed for spring
2022. However, based solely on the data collected it appears that there is an indicative decrease
in trapping with limesticks compared to Spring 2021. BirdLife Cyprus believes that this indicative
decrease in springtime limestick trapping is due to a large number of hefty fines handed out over
the 2021 spring trapping season. Multiple trappers received fines of 8000 euro or more, which
seems to have acted as a deterrent to other trappers during the 2022 Spring trapping season.
For the fourth year in a row BirdLife Cyprus recorded zero trapping activity with mistnets in

spring.

The indicative decrease recorded this season is a step in the right direction towards ending
trapping with limesticks in Spring. BirdLife Cyprus believes this indicative decrease is linked to
the high, deterrent fines provided for through the legislation — the offense of illegal
trapping/killing migratory birds in the spring season is punished with an on-the-spot fine of 8,000
euros. In contrast, recent autumn seasons have shown an indicative increase in limestick
trapping and illegal shooting of protected species. BirdLife Cyprus believes that this indicative
increase is linked to the very low fines imposed for these offenses during the autumn season.
The on-the-spot fine for the illegal killing (shooting or using limesticks) of up to 50 birds is only
200 euros, which is neither deterrent nor punitive. BirdLife Cyprus hopes that heavy fines will
continue to be imposed on trappers in the spring and believes that equally high and dissuasive
fines should be adopted for the offenses of illegal trapping and illegal shooting of migratory birds
for the autumn season.

The costs for the 2022 spring survey were covered by NABU (the BirdLife International partner
in Germany), and the RSPB (BirdLife in UK).



1. Overview of bird trapping in Cyprus

Trapping with non-selective methods (mist nets and limesticks) and the trade of wild birds have
been prohibited since 1974 under Cyprus legislation, when the ‘Protection and Development of
Game and Wild Birds Law of 1974 (39/1974)’ was introduced?. Moreover, in 1988 Cyprus ratified
the 1979 Bern Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats,
adopting a long list of birds as protected, including the Blackcap (Sylvia atricapilla), hence
prohibiting the killing (hunting) and consumption of Blackcaps (Blackcaps are the main target
species of illegal bird trapping in autumn in Cyprus). With Cyprus joining the EU in 2004, EU Birds
Directive (2009/147/EC, formerly 79/409/EEC) was transposed into Cyprus Law N. 152(1)/2003,
prohibiting anew the use of non-selective methods including mist nets, limesticks and calling
devices, as well as the possession of trapping equipment, trapped birds and the trading and
eating of trapped birds.

Historically, trapped birds — mostly Blackcaps - were a food supplement for what were mostly
poor island inhabitants living off the land. The practice of bird trapping in Cyprus has been
recorded in historical documents from the Middle Ages and even earlier times. However,
trapping as practiced in Cyprus today bears no relation to historical ‘tradition’.

Nowadays, bird trapping in Cyprus is widespread and extensive, contributing to the large-scale
killing of hundreds of thousands of migratory and wintering birds. Survey records show that 157
bird species have been found trapped in mist nets or on limesticks, of which 90 are listed as
conservation priority species under the EU Birds Directive and/or by BirdLife International®. This
is a clear indication of the non-selective nature of these methods. This illegal activity has become
a profitable business controlled to a large extent by the ‘big’ trappers who are often also
involved in organised crime. The Cyprus Game & Fauna Service estimated this illegal business to
be valued in the order of 15 million euros per year®.

Apart from the extensive use of non-selective methods for illegal bird trapping in Cyprus,
organised trappers nowadays use illegal electronic calling devices that imitate the calls of
migratory birds. These calling devices are normally operated at night, luring the birds into the
trapping sites and hence increasing the illegal catch. An academic study undertaken in Cyprus
has shown that the use of electronic calling devices (song playback) is highly effective in luring
birds towards trapping sites (Sebastianelli M. et al, 2020). The findings of this study showed that
playback not only increased the number of individuals of target species captured by six to eight
times, but also significantly increased bycatch. The study authors concluded that: ‘Our findings
thus show that in contrast to popular belief that tape lures are a selective trapping method, they
also lead to increased captures of non-target species, which can include species of conservation

! The specific articles of Law 39/1974 that prohibited the trapping and trade of wild birds include: Article
10 (‘prohibition of hunting etc. of certain bird species’, without including the blackcap either in the
protected or the game species), Article 14 (‘prohibition of offering game or wild birds in restaurants
etc.’) and Article 15 (‘prohibition of the use of light projectors, traps, luring methods, limesticks and
flushing of birds).

2 BirdLife Cyprus ‘List of birds recorded trapped in mist nets and on limesticks’ found here.

3 Game and Fauna Service (17" March 2010), Position paper presented at the Committee of
Environment of the Cyprus House of Parliament during a discussion to change the legislation on the
protection and management of wild birds and game species


https://birdlifecyprus.org/species-affected-by-trapping/

concern’. Calling devices can often be heard easily from hundreds of metres away from trapping
sites at night, highlighting the extensive use of calling devices and their intensity within the
trapping areas.

This report presents the results for spring 2022 survey. It should be noted that during spring
illegal trappers target mainly Blackcaps (Sylvia atricapilla), although other migrating songbirds
are also taken. Trapped birds are either served as expensive ambelopoulia ‘delicacies’ in local
restaurants or are sold or used for home consumption.



2. BirdLife Cyprus surveillance programme

BirdLife Cyprus is a non-profit NGO working for the protection and conservation of birds, their
habitats and wider biodiversity, and is the Partner of BirdLife International in Cyprus. With
support from the RSPB (BirdLife in UK), BirdLife Cyprus has undertaken a systematic surveillance
programme of illegal bird trapping in Cyprus since autumn 2002, providing a long record of
trapping activity and giving the NGO a very good measure of expertise on the issue. The
surveillance programme follows a ‘Bird Trapping Monitoring Protocol’ that was developed by
BirdLife Cyprus and the RSPB, in consultation with the Cyprus Game & Fauna Service and the
British Sovereign Base Area (SBA) police at the start of the programme. Figure 1 shows the main
areas of bird trapping; monitoring is concentrated in the two areas (numbered 1 and 2) where
extensive trapping takes place:

1. Kokkinochoria area (Eastern Larnaca/Famagusta area) — this area also includes the
Dhekelia Eastern Sovereign Base (ESBA) area), and

2. Ayios Theodoros and Maroni area (Western Larnaca).

General Trapping Areas Cyprus

Sector

[ 1. kokkinochoria (LarnacalFamagusta Area)
[ 2 Ayios Theodoros-Maroni Area
[ 3 it Avea

[ 4 uthrodentas Area

[ 5.1re0d0s Area

[ 6. solea vatiey

D 7. Marathasa Valley

[ & kempos valiey

[J s Axamas Area

[ 10. Peyeia area

ated by BirdLife Cyprus, 2020
40 Kilometer:
Larl, Dl edbs, Goolys, Eatuby Geoprpilce, CHIRH) 8, USDA, USSS, AsroGRID, I8, and
Usar Commurilly

Figure 1. Map of Cyprus showing the main trapping areas

Although trapping is also an issue in other areas of Cyprus, the survey efforts focus on these two
main areas due to resource limitations and because they hold the highest trapping activity.



It is worth noting that BirdLife Cyprus did not undertake a complete field survey for the spring
2022 season as described in its monitoring protocol*, but rather a ‘spot check’ survey, the results
of which are not comparable, and so statistically robust conclusions cannot be drawn. A similar
‘spot check’ survey has been carried out during winter for the past 9 seasons. This is the third
year that BirdLife Cyprus has used this simpler survey method for the spring season, primarily
because trapping levels with mistnets in spring have been reducing year on year - during the
2019 spring trapping season no active net rides were recorded. Hence, Birdlife Cyprus re-
evaluated its resources and methodology and it was decided that a simpler but more targeted
survey would be undertaken, checking locations that were found active by both Birdlife Cyprus
and CABS in the last three spring seasons (2019, 2020, 2021). As well as this, a greater focus was
placed on selecting limestick trapping sites, as trapping with mistnets appears to have stopped
altogether in Spring.

The project is undertaken in close co-operation with the Game & Fauna Service and the SBA
Police. When trapping paraphernalia is found, the BirdLife Cyprus team contacts and reports
them to the relevant enforcement authorities. It should be noted that the BirdLife Cyprus
observers never confront suspected trappers and never remove trapping paraphernalia.

BirdLife Cyprus would like to express its particular thanks to the RSPB (BirdLife in UK) for
supporting the project financially since the beginning in 2002. Furthermore, BirdLife Cyprus
would like to thank NABU (the BirdLife International partner in Germany) for their financial
support since 2013 onwards. Finally, BirdLife Cyprus would like to thank the volunteer that
helped in the monitoring survey and the gathering of the field data in spring 2022.

4 For more information regarding the surveillance programme of BirdLife Cyprus, read the latest autumn
2021 trapping report here.


https://birdlifecyprus.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2022/02/BirdLife-Cyprus_Autumn_2021_Trapping_report-FINAL_for-publication.pdf

3. Results

Field survey: the spring 2022 spot check survey of trapping sites was carried out during the
month of April, with seven days of fieldwork in total. As already stated, BirdLife Cyprus did
not undertake a complete survey following the standard survey protocol for this season, in
order to utilise its limited resources on awareness raising and other campaigning activities
as well. Instead, and in order to gain an insight into the spring trapping situation a ‘spot
check’ survey was undertaken— it should be noted that ‘spot check’ field surveys have been
carried out for winter monitoring for a number of years though. A proportion of the sites
selected were from the Committee Against Bird Slaughter (CABS) database, and it should be
noted that a large majority of the sites checked were associated with limestick trapping in
the past, most of them found active over the last three spring seasons (2019, 2020, 2021).
It was ensured that the selected sites covered both the Republic of Cyprus (covering both
Ayios Theodoros & Maroni and East Larnaca & Famagusta areas) and the Dhekelia Sovereign
Base Area - SBA. All active trapping locations were reported to the relevant enforcement
authorities, either the SBA Police Anti-poaching unit or the Cyprus Game & Fauna Service,
depending on the location of the finds.

Summary of field findings: In total, 74 locations were checked, 63 within the Republic of

Cyprus and 11 within the Dhekelia Sovereign Base Area (SBA) — three active limestick
trapping sites were detected, all within the Republic of Cyprus. One of the sites showed
evidence of limestick trapping taking place, while two locations had limesticks set out, one
at each location (most likely the trappers had forgotten them while collecting their
limesticks). For the fourth spring season in a row, zero mistnetting activity was recorded.

Spring trapping activity: It is not possible to use the 2022 field data to draw any statistically

reliable long-term trends for spring trapping activity. Firstly, this is the third year that
BirdLife did not follow the standard monitoring protocol for the spring survey, hence our
field data are not comparable with the previous survey seasons. Secondly, this new survey
method, which was adopted in 2020, focusses on selecting sites where trapping has been
detected in the last three spring trapping seasons (2019, 2020, 2021). And thirdly, almost all
sites checked this season were associated with limestick trapping, rather than the mist
netting sites which our survey usually focuses on. This is because our data from previous
seasons showed a large decrease in mist netting activity during the spring seasons, which is
an encouraging development, while trapping with limesticks is still taking place.



e Table 1 summarizes the field data for the spring surveys that BirdLife Cyprus has undertaken
(Note: Data for the last three years are not strictly comparable to the data from 2011-2019,
as detailed above).

Table 1. Summary of spring field data of mist netting activity 2011-2022

2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018 | 2019 | 2020 | 2021 | 2022
Total squares checked 41 40 40 40 40 40 38 42 41 69! 741 741
Total active net rides (m) 1475 | 387 669 | 908 | 190 | 120 | 101 53 0 0 0 0
Mist nets in situ (no) 18 12 5 7 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
Limesticks found set up 0 142 5 26 0 4 0 0 4 11 57 2
Sites found active 0 4 1 2 0 1 0 0 1 8 10 3

Note 1: This is the number of locations checked (and not number of squares surveyed).

e Trapping under different jurisdictions for Spring 2022:

o For Republic areas, three limestick trapping sites were found active, at two of them
limesticks were set out on site.

o Forthe SBA areas, no trapping sites were found active.

e Enforcement:

BirdLife Cyprus reported the active trapping sites detected during the survey to the relevant
competent authorities.

o SBA Police anti-poaching unit feedback:

o Game & Fauna Service (GFS):

= No active locations were found.

= Three active locations were reported to the GFS. No further feedback was
provided.




4. Conclusions

BirdLife Cyprus undertook a ‘spot check’ survey in April 2022 for a period of seven days in total,
checking 74 locations. These locations were selected from a majority of limestick trapping sites
where spring trapping activity was recorded in the last three years. Out of these 74 locations,
three active limestick trapping sites were recorded.

This is the third season that this survey method is adopted by BirdLife Cyprus for spring field
monitoring of trapping. While the results from each season are not comparable statistically,
there appears to be an indicative decrease in trapping in Spring 2022 compared to Spring 2021.
BirdLife Cyprus believes that this decrease in springtime limestick trapping is due to a large
number of hefty fines handed out over the 2021 spring trapping season. According to the
“Protection and Management of Wild Birds and Game Species” Law 152/200, trapping/hunting
in spring carries an automatic 8,000 euro fine, due to the fact that it is the breeding season.
Multiple trappers received fines of 8,000 euro or more during the Spring 2021 trapping season,
which likely acted as a deterrent to trappers during the Spring 2022 season.®> No mist net
trapping activity was recorded for the fourth season in a row, a very positive finding.

The indicative decrease recorded this season is a step in the right direction towards ending
trapping with limesticks in Spring altogether. BirdLife Cyprus believes this indicative decrease is
linked to the high, deterrent fines provided for through the legislation — the offense of illegal
trapping/killing migratory birds in the spring season is punished with an on-the-spot fine of 8,000
euros. In contrast, recent autumn seasons have shown an indicative increase in limestick
trapping and illegal shooting of protected species. BirdLife Cyprus believes that this indicative
increase is linked to the very low fines imposed for these offenses during the autumn season.
The on-the-spot fine for the illegal killing (shooting or using limesticks) of up to 50 birds is only
200 euros, which is neither deterrent nor punitive. BirdLife Cyprus hopes that heavy fines will
continue to be imposed on trappers in the spring and believes that equally high and dissuasive
fines should be adopted for the offenses of illegal trapping and illegal shooting for the autumn
season.

5> According to the CABS report from the Spring 2021 trapping season, 17 trappers received fines of 8000
euros or more.


https://www.komitee.de/media/cyprus_bird_protection_camp_report_spring_2021.pdf
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Appendix 1

Survey data for spring 2022
Evidence of illegal bird trapping activity from the ‘spot check’ survey

Confidential Information. Only provided upon approval of request.



Appendix 2

Estimation of numbers of birds caught during spring 2022
The following key assumptions are applied for the estimation of the birds killed:

e 12 metres is the assumed average length for a mist net

e 20 birds are caught per 12-m net per day (Magnin, 1986 )

e 0.5 birds are caught per limestick per day

e 60 days is the duration of the trapping period for spring and autumn seasons

e 50% scaling factor — applied for spring estimates to account for a lower number of migrating birds
passing via Cyprus compared to the autumn

e 405 are the possible bird trapping squares within the survey area as identified from the surveillance
programme in 2007 (the random sample of squares surveyed by BirdLife Cyprus is taken from these
405 squares)

e 75% of illegal trapping activity for all of Cyprus takes place within the survey area (based on input from
enforcement authorities and other experts)

e Net ride categories ‘ANN’ (Active No Nets), ‘ASN’ (Active Set Nets) and ‘AUN’ (Active Unset Nets) nets
are assumed that they are active every day during the trapping season (read Appendix 1 for details on
net ride classification).

o Note: Net ride category ‘P’ (Prepared) is not taken into account for the estimation of numbers
of birds killed anymore, following the recommendation of BTO science experts (BTO report,
July 2015) to revise slightly the equation.

Using the above assumptions, the bird death toll is estimated as follows for spring 2022:

For nets = No mistnet rides were detected during the spring 2022 survey

For limesticks = (Total number of limesticks found) x (0.5 birds per limestick per day) x (length of trapping
season in days) x (50% scaling factor)

=2x0.5x60x50%

= birds caught within the survey area on limesticks

In total 30 birds could have been killed on limesticks found set within the survey area during spring

2022. It should be noted that this is an underestimate of the death toll, as the two limesticks detected at two
separate locations were very likely missed by the trappers, and more limesticks would have been set at each
site.



