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NepiAnyn

To amoTteAECUATA TOU TIPOYPAUUOTOG CUCTNUOTLKAC TtapakoAolBnong yla tnv mepiodo mayibeuong
$dBwomnwpou 2022 Seixvouv peiwon ota emineda mayidevong pe Sixtua tOco otnv Kumplakn
Anuokpatia 600 Kal OTIC TTEPLOXEC TWV BpeTavikwy Bacswv Askélelag, o oUykplon He To ¢pBvonwpo
2021. Juvolik@, n taon nayidevong pe dixtua amod to 2002 napouctalel HETPLA LELWON.

To cuoTnuatikd mPoypappa mapoakoAouBnong tou BirdLife Cyprus KaAUTTEL pLa TTEPLOXN €PEUVAC N
omoia meplhappavel dUo emikpdrteleg: tnv Kumplakn Anupokpatio kal Tiq Bpetavikég Baoelg (SBA)
AekéAELlOG. TUYKEKPLUEVA, KAAUTITEL TIC TIEPLOXEC AdpvaKag - Appoxwotou Kat Ayiou Osodwpou —
Mapwvt. Mg Baon thv ava@Auon Twv oTolelwv TNG £peuvag, eKTILOUUE OTL KATA T OLAPKELX TOU
$Bwomnwpou tou 2022 untrpxav 3564 PETpa EVEPYWV SLASPOUWVY HE SiXTUQ EVTOG TNG IEPLOXAC EPEUVAC.
Me autd ta Sedopéva, ekTipdtal OtL unopel va Bavatwbnkav mepimou 345 000 mouAld evidg NG
TLEPLOXNC EPEVVOC.

JUVOALKA, N xprion dytuwv yila to pBvonwpo 2022 Atav Katd 91% xaunAotepn o€ oUyKpLON UE T
enineda tou 2002 (6tav fekivnoe to mMpdypauua mopakoAouBnong tou BirdLife Cyprus), evtog tng
TEPLOXNC £peuvag (OUUDWVA LE TNV VAAUGCN TIoU €yLVe oTo Tipoypappa TRIM). Xe oUykplon pe to 2021,
n nayidevon to $pOwoTWPOo Tou 2022 daivetal va pHelwBNnKe Katd 49% £vtog TNG TEPLOXNG EPEUVALG.
Autd to amoteAéopata £ivol evOAPPUVTIKE, KAl OL TPOOTIAOElEG TwWV SLWKTIKWY apywv, TO00 TNG
Yninpeoiog Onpag kat Mavidag 6co kat Tng Actuvopiag Twv Bpetavikwyv Baoswy, avayvwpilovral. e
eminedo enkpATeLag, N mayideuaon pe SiyTua evtog Twv MEPLOXWV TwV Bpetavikwyv Bacswv ¢aivetal va
nopouvoiace pelwon 52% oe ouykplon Ue To POWONWpo tou 2021. Auth n Lelwon mou onuelwdnke
OTIC TIEPLOXEC TWV Bpetavikwyv Bdoswv mioteloupe OtL anodidetal otnv auénuévn mapoucia TG
aoTUVOuiog Twv Bdoswv evtog Twv meploxwyv Sikalodooiag toug, n omola Bswpole Asttovpynoe
QUTOTPEMTIKA KATA TwV MOYLOEUTWV. EKTOC amd aUTO, N A0TUVOLLA TwV BACEWV POXWPNOE 08 KATIOLEG
TIOAU onUavtikéc cUAAAYELS oTIC apxEC Tou pBvomwpou, KATL Tou €otelle éva €ekdBapo pAvupa
MNOEVIKNG OVOXNG KOTA TNG mapavoung mayidevong. Ta emimeda mayidsuong otnv Kumplakn
Anuokpatia katéypadav pelwon 60%, pia evBappuvtikn EEALEN, ELSLKA LETA TNV AvNOUXNTIKNA avénon
TIoU onUewwdnke to PpOONwpo tou 2021. Oswpoupe OTL auTh N peiwon ota enineda nayidevong e
Sixtua ocuvbeetal pe ta uPNAG e€wdika Tou POVoEL N OXETIKN vopoBeaoia yla To adiknpa Tng KAToxNG
Kal xpriong duxtbwv, Ta omoia Eekvouv amnod 2000 eupw, o€ cUVSLVOOUO Pe Ta TTOAAATTAQ TTPOCTLUA TTOU
n Ynnpeoia Onpog kat Mavidag €xet emPAAeL Ta TEAEUTALA XPOVLAL.

Ye avtiBeon pe tnv mpdodo nou kataypadetal ota enineda nayidsuong pe dixtua, Ta teAeutaia xpovia
to BirdLife Cyprus kataypddel uvpnAd enineda mayideuong pe E6Pepya, ta omola duotuxwg
Satnpndnkav kat to $pOWoONwpo 2022, KATL TOU KATOYPAdETAL Kol ota gupnpata the Committee
Against Bird Slaughter (CABS). Evw ta mpdotia yia tnv rayideuon pe dixtua elval amoTeAECUOTIKA Kol
QTTOTPEMTIKA, Ol XaAOPWOELS TIou €xouv Yndlotel otov «Mepl Mpootaciag kal Alaxeiplong Ayplwv
Mtnvwv Kot ONpapdtwy» VOUO Lo Ta IPOoTLHa yia to E6Bepya €xouv To avtiBeto amotéAeoua, adou
Sev pumopouv va BewpnBolv oUTE TILWPNTIKA OUTE ATIOTPETTLKA.

JUYKEKPLUEVQ, Hia amd auTEg TG xahapwaels tou Pndiotnkav otn BouAr tov Askéupplo tou 2020 Atav
n pelwon Tou MPooTipou yla tnv napdvoun Bavatwon £éwg kat 50 mtnvwy amno evav katdaloyo 14 eldwv,



aro 2000 eupw og 200 supw (TO600 yla tnv Tayibevon pe €6Bepya 600 Kal yla Tov UPOPOALoUO UE
KUVNYETLKO OmAo). Toviletal OtL autd ta 14 amodnunTika 16 eival ta €idn-0TdX0¢ ToU amoteAouv To
TP AVOO TILATO TWV K AUTIEAOTIOUALWVY.

Mpokettat yla pLo EekaBapn XaAdpwaon Tou VOUOU OToU OUGCLOOTLKA OITOTIOLVIKOTIOLEL T Bavdtwon (ue
nayideuon f KUVNYETLKO OTAO) autwv TwV 14 eldwv, KABwWG £XeL SNELLOUPYNAOEL pLa EEXWPLOTH Katnyopia
HE KOEOTWG «ALYyOTEPNG TPOOTAGLOG YLl OUTA TA EL6N-CTOXOY.

Qewpolpe OTL N Snuloupyia AUTAC TNG «ALlYOTEPO MPOCTATEUOUEVNGY KATnyoplag amoteAel peydin
omioB6o6pouncn oTNV MPOCTACIA TWV AypLwY MOUALwY otnv Kumpo.

Evw onuelwbnke Ula oUVOALKN pelwaon otnv mayidevon pe dixtua auto to ¢Bwvonwpo, to BirdLife
Cyprus mioteVeL OTL TPEMEL va KATAPANBEL ueyaAUTeEPN KAl TILO CUVTOVICUEVN TIPOOTIABELN KATA TWV
HEYOAWY KOL OPYOVWHEVWY TAYLOEUTWV ToU ouveXllouv va mayldevouv, oe peydho Babuo,
QVEUTIOSLOTA, £VIOG TIC KUTIPLOKAG AnUOKpaTiog, Mapd TIG CUVEXOUEVEG KOTAYYEAIEG HOG TIPOC TIG
SLWKTIKEC apxéG. Mpwrtiotwg, Bewpolpe oOtL Ba mpénel va amokatactabel o OuAapog MNataéng
NaBpobnpiag tng Aoctuvopiag Kumpou, o omolo¢ katapynbnke tov NoéuPplo 2019, ywo tnv
OQVTLUETWITLON OUTWV TWV HEYAAWY, OpYOVWHEVWY TTaYLEEUTWV Kal AaBpobnpwv, 6 CUVTOVIOUO LE TNV
Yrinpeoia Onpag kat Navidac.

EkTog amnod ta uPnAa eninmeda xpriong 0Bepywy, Ta onola map£pevav uPnla ta teAeutala xpovia, To
BirdLife Cyprus evtomilel ta TeAeutaia Xpovio Kol Mo oUEnon ota TEPLOTATIKA TTAPAVOUOU
TUPOPOALOUOU OIMOSNUNTIKWY TIOUALWY, KATL TIOU TILOTEUOUUE OTL CUVOEETAL PE TA TIOAU YOUNAdQ
e€wdka Tou TpovoouvTal yia auto to adiknua — 200 supw yla pEXPL 50 TIOUALA.

KataAnktika to BirdLife Cyprus kaAel Tig apxég va AdBouv unoyn ta €€NG:

1) H Kumplakrp BouAn va emavegeTdosl TIG TPOMOMOLIOELS Tou vopou «MNept Mpootaciag kat
Alaxeiplong Aypiwv Mtnvwv Kot Onpapdtwy» Kal vo emavogpEPEL TO TTPOOTLUO VLo TO Ad Kot
KATOXNAG Kal Xpriong EoPfEpywv Kat Tou Kuvnyiou tTwv 14 mpootateudpuevwy, Un Bnpeloipwy
ebwv anod ta 200 ota 2000 supw. e MEPIMTWON KN KATAPYNONG TWV XOUUNAOTEPWY QUTWV
MpooTipwy, n Kumpog Ba sival avtlpétwnn pe tnv mibavotnta évapéng tng dtadikaoiag emt
napapAaoceL.

2) OuL apuodileg apxég TG Kumplokng AnpokpotTiag va €evioxUoouv Tn GOUVeEPYAOoia ME
neptBarroviikég MKO, uloBetwvtag mopopola TPOoEYYLon HE autr tng Actuvopiag twv
Bpetavikwyv BACEwY, MPOKELUEVOU VO KATAOTEL TILO ATTOTEAECUATLKA N Ttataén oto nedio.

3) HYmnpeoia Onpag kat Navidag vo kataptioel éva ox€dlo Spaong pe pudacn otoug HeyaAoug,
OPYAVWUEVOUG TIAYLOEUTES, O ouVEPYAOTLa KAL LE TNV OTAPLEN TNG KUTIPLOKAG aoTuvouiag yla
™V edappoyn Tou. EmumAéov, ol Kumplakég apxEG MPETEL val au€noouy TV nataén Katd Twv
goTiatopiwyv ou cepPipouv mapdavopo oprteAomoVALa (yia avTlpetwrion tne {ntnonc).

4) KaloUpe tnv Actuvopia Kumpou va emavadépst tov Oulaud Mataéng Aabpobnpiag, ya va
ETUKEVTPWOEL 0€ OTOXEUUEVEG EVEPYELEG, LOLALTEPA KOTA OPYAVWHEVWY, TIAYLOEUTWV HEYAANG
KAlpakag. KahoUpe tov véo Mpdedpo tng Kumplakng AnLoKpaTiag va TNPROEL TNV TIPOEKAOYLKN
Tou undoxeon ylo ermavadopd aUTHG TS Hovadag.



5) Na yivel evnuépwon oto SIKAOTIKO ocwua (SIKAOTEG, KATHYOPOUC) OXETIKA HE TNV €EWOLKN
puBULoN KoL OTL N tapdvoun mayideuon MouALwY amoteAel coBapd EyKAnUA KATA TNG AypLaG
{wNG, TPOKELUEVOU VO QVILUETWIILOTEL N peydAn Sladopd Tou mapatnpeltal HeTaly Twv
€Wl LKWV Tou ekdidovtal Kal Twv SIKACTIKWY TIOWVWV TIoU TEALKA emBaAlovtal. OewpoUpe OTL
n Ynnpeola Onpag kal Mavidag, wg appodia apyn yla tv epapuoyn tg vopobeoiag ya ta
TTNVQ, €lvat n mo Kat@AAnAn yia tnv uAomoinon autng tg dpaonc.

6) H Awoiknon kal n Actuvopia twv Bpetavikwv Bdoswv va cuvexioel Tn cuvepyaoia PE TIC
nepLBarlovtikég MKO, kaBwg kat tnv epappoyn Kal tnv avabewpnaon tou oxediou Spdong Tng
yla tnv mapdvopn nayideuon kot Aabpobnpia.

7) H Aoctuvopia Twv Bpetavikwyv Bdcswv va SloTNpRoeL eMOPKWG OTEAEXWHEVN TNV opada
KatanoAéunong tg mayidsuong kal Aabpobnpiag. Auto eival e€alpeTIKA GNUOVTLKO Yl Vol
OUVEXIOEL VO QTTOTEAEL LA QTTOTPETITLKNA KOl OTTOTEAECUATIKY povada, Slatnpwvtag £ToL Ta
XaunAa emnineda nayidsvong mou kataypddovrtal Ta teAsutaia xpovia.

Juvapua, to BirdLife Cyprus kaAel tnv Eupwrnaikn Emtponn va cuveyioel va aokel th 6€éouca Tieon
npoc thv Kumplakn KuBépvnon yla Katdpynon Twv XoUUNAOTEPWY TPOCTIHWY YLol TNV TTOPAVOUN
nayidevon kKa Bripeucn amModNUNTIKWY TTOUALWY, OE CUVEXELO TNG ETILOTOANG TIOU QMECTELAE TOV
OktwpPplo tou 2021 yia auTo To BEpa.

H avadopd xwpiletal ota akolouBa kepdlala:

e To kedpalawo 1 mapouoialel pla clvoyn tng mayidbevong mouvAlwv otnv Kompo, Sivel pa
LOTOPLKA avadpour aUThC TNE Spaotnplotntag, Kavel avadopd otnv Bvikr vopoBecia 6oov
adopd TNV MPOOTACLA TWV TITNVWV KaL TTAPOUCLATEL TNV TPEXOUOCA KATAOTOON,

e To kedpalalo 2 mapouolalel To MPoypappa apakoAolBnong tou BirdLife Cyprus,

e To kedahalo 3 mapouactalel Ta amoteAéopata T €peuvag mediou Kal tnv avalucon amnod to
npoypoppa TRIM, Ta otolyeia and Tig mpoondbeleg Twv appodiwv apxwv yla mataln Kat to
TLOALTLKO KOl KOWVWVLKO KALLOL TIOU ETILKPATEL,

e To kedpalalo 4 eival n oulATNoN KoL ELONYAOELS, OTIOU YiveTtal pla cuvodn tTnNg KATAoTaong TG
mapAvoung mayideuong moullwv, evw emiong yivovtalL cuotdcelg mpo¢ tnv Kumplakn
KuBépvnon kat tn Aloiknon twv Bpetavikwy Baoswv, kabBwg emniong kot mpog tThv Eupwmnaikn
Erutponn.

Ta £€06a yla tnv gpyaocio mediov tou BirdLife Cyprus (kabowa), kabBwg kot ta £€€0da Twv KAOTOTE
gBelovtwy, kaAudtnkav amnod tn NABU (BirdLife otn Mepuavia), evw to RSPB (BirdLife oto Hvwuévo
Baoilelo) kadAue toug pioBolg. Ta €€oda tou ewtepikol ouvepydtn yla to ¢pOwoNwWpo tou 2022
KaAUdtnkav anod to BirdLife EABetiag.



Summary

The results of the systematic monitoring programme for the autumn 2022 trapping season show an
apparent decrease in trapping with mist nets in both the Republic of Cyprus and the Eastern Sovereign
Base Areas (ESBA) compared to autumn 2021. Overall, the trend for trapping levels with mist nets since
2002 shows a moderate decline.

The BirdLife Cyprus systematic monitoring programme is based upon a survey coverage that
encompasses two jurisdictional areas: The Republic of Cyprus and the Eastern Sovereign Base Areas
(ESBA). It specifically covers the Larnaka - Famagusta and the Ayios Theodoros — Maroni areas. Based
on analysis of the survey data, we estimate that about 3,564m of mist net rides were active during the
autumn of 2022 within the survey area. Based on trapping activity recorded, it is estimated that nearly
345,000 birds may have been killed within the survey area.

Overall, mist netting activity for autumn 2022 was 91% lower compared to the 2002 (baseline) levels
within the survey area (based on analysis using the TRIM model). Compared to 2021, trapping in autumn
2022 showed an apparent decrease of up to 49% within the survey area. These results are encouraging
and the efforts of the enforcement authorities, both the Game and Fauna Service and the SBA Police,
are acknowledged. On a jurisdiction level, mist net trapping within the SBA areas showed an apparent
decrease of 52% compared to autumn 2021. This decrease noted in the SBA areas, we believe is
attributed to the increased presence of SBA police within their jurisdiction, which we consider has
discouraged people from trapping. As well as this, SBA police were able to make several key
prosecutions early in the season, which sent a clear message of zero tolerance to other trappers.
Trapping activity levels within the Republic of Cyprus areas showed an apparent decrease of up to 60%
compared to autumn 2021, a very good result, especially after the worrying increase noted in autumn
2021. We believe that this reduction in mist netting is linked to the high fines provided by the relevant
legislation for the offence of possession and use of mist nets, which start at €2000, combined with the
multiple fines that the Game and Fauna Service has handed out in recent years.

Contrary to the progress noted in regards to mist net trapping, the last few years our field team has
recorded high levels of limestick trapping, which remained high even this year, as also supported by
Committee Against Bird Slaughter (CABS) data. While fines for mist netting are effective and deterrent,
approved relaxations to the “Protection and Management of Wild Birds and Game Species law” have
seen fines for limestick trapping have the opposite effect, as they cannot be considered punitive or
deterrent.

Specifically, one of these relaxations, which was voted by the Cyprus Parliament in December 2020, was
to reduce the on-the-spot fine for the illegal killing of birds from a list of 14 species, from €2000 for one
bird to €200 for up to 50 birds (both in regards to trapping with limesticks as well as shooting). It should
also be noted that these 14 migratory species are the target species which make up the illegal
“ambelopoulia” songbird dish.

This is a clear relaxation of the law, and it essentially decriminalizes the trapping and shooting of these
14 species, since it has created a ‘less protected’, separate category for these target species.

We consider that the creation of this ‘less protected’ category is a major setback for the protection of
wild birds in Cyprus.



While an overall reduction in mist net trapping was noted this autumn, BirdLife Cyprus believes that an
increased and more coordinated effort needs to be placed on large organized trappers who continue to
trap, to a large extent, unhindered within the Republic of Cyprus, despite our repeated reports to the
competent authorities. First and foremost, we believe that the Cyprus Police Anti-Poaching Unit needs
to be re-instated, which was abolished in November 2019, to deal with large, organized trappers and
poachers, in co-operation with the Game and Fauna Service.

In addition to the levels of limestick use, which have remained high for the past few years, BirdLife
Cyprus has also detected an increase in the illegal shooting of migratory birds in recent years, which we
believe is linked to the very low fines for this offence — 200 euros for up to 50 birds.

BirdLife Cyprus calls upon the Government of Cyprus and the SBA Administration to implement the
following recommendations:

1) The Cyprus Parliament to reverse amendments to the law "Protection and Management of Wild
Birds and Game Species" and to restore the fine for the offenses of possession and use of
limesticks and hunting of 14 protected, non-game species from 200 for up to 50 birds to 2000
euros for one bird. Unless this happens, Cyprus will be faced with the possibility of infringement
proceedings from the European Commission.

2) The Cyprus competent authorities to strengthen the collaboration with environmental NGOs on
the ground, adopting a similar approach to that taken by the SBA Police, in order to make
enforcement action more effective.

3) The Game and Fauna Service needs to draw up an action plan with a focus on the big, organized
trappers with the support of the Cyprus police, for its implementation. Furthermore, the Cyprus
authorities need to undertake increased and consistent enforcement action against law-breaking
restaurants serving illegal ampelopoulia “delicacies” (to address demand).

4) The Cyprus Police to re-instate the Cyprus Police Anti-poaching unit, to focus on targeted
enforcement action, particularly against large scale, organised, trappers. We call on the new
President of the Republic of Cyprus to follow through with his pre-election promise of re-instating
this unit.

5) Training to be provided to the Judiciary and Prosecutors regarding the on-the-spot fine system
and the seriousness of trapping as a wildlife crime, in order to address the large discrepancy
observed between on-the-spot fines issued and court sentences handed out. We consider that the
Game and Fauna Service, as the responsible authority for the implementation of the Birds
legislation, is best placed to carry out this training.

6) The SBA Administration and Police to continue with the collaborative partnership approach
adopted with environmental NGOs and the implementation and review of its action plan.

7) The SBA Police to maintain a well-staffed anti-trapping team, in order to continue to be a deterrent
and effective unit, thus maintaining the low trapping levels recorded in recent years.

At the same time, BirdLife Cyprus calls on the European Commission to continue to press the Cypriot
Government for the abolition of lower fines for illegal trapping and hunting of migratory birds, following
a letter sent in October 2021 on this issue.



The report is separated into the following sections:
. Section 1 provides an overview of the bird trapping in Cyprus, gives some historical
background to this activity, refers to the national legislation regarding bird protection and
presents the current situation,

o Section 2 describes the historical outline of the surveillance programme of BirdLife Cyprus,

. Section 3 presents the survey data from the monitoring programme and the analysis from
the TRIM software, summarises the enforcement data of the competent authorities and
gives an outline of the political and social attitudes regarding this issue,

. Section 4 is the discussion, giving an overview of the illegal bird trapping situation, while
also providing recommendations to the Cyprus Government and the SBA Administration.

All the running costs for the field work (car fuel), as well as all the volunteer costs were covered by NABU
(BirdLife in Germany), while the RSPB (BirdLife in the UK) covered salaries. The costs of the external
contractor for autumn 2022 were covered by BirdLife Switzerland.



1. Overview of bird trapping in Cyprus

Trapping with non-selective methods (mist nets and limesticks) and the trade of wild birds have been
prohibited since 1974 under Cyprus legislation, when the law ‘Protection and Development of Game
and Wild Birds Law of 1974 (39/1974) was introduced®. Moreover, in 1988 Cyprus ratified the 1979
Bern Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats, adopting a long list of
birds as protected, including the Blackcap (Sylvia atricapilla), hence prohibiting the killing (hunting) and
consumption of Blackcaps (Blackcaps are the main target species of illegal bird trapping in autumn in
Cyprus). With Cyprus joining the EU, the EU Birds Directive (2009/147/EC, formerly 79/409/EEC) was
transposed into Cyprus Law N. 152(1)/2003, prohibiting anew the use of non-selective methods including
mist nets, limesticks and calling devices, as well as the possession of trapping equipment, trapped birds
and the trading and eating of trapped birds.

Historically, trapped birds — mostly Blackcaps - were a food supplement for the mostly poor island
inhabitants living off the land. The practice of bird trapping in Cyprus has been recorded in historical
documents from the Middle Ages and even earlier times. However, trapping as practiced in Cyprus today
bears no relation to historical ‘tradition’.

Nowadays, bird trapping in Cyprus is widespread and extensive, contributing to the large scale killing of
hundreds of thousands of migratory and wintering birds. Survey records show that at least 157 bird
species have been found trapped in mist nets or on limesticks, of which 90 are listed as conservation
priority species under the EU Birds Directive and/or by BirdLife International®. This is a clear indication
of the non-selective nature of these methods. Thanks to the high price of the banned ‘ambelopoulia
delicacy’ trapped birds end up as, this illegal activity has become a profitable business, which is
controlled to a large extent by the ‘big’ trappers who are also involved in organised crime. In 2010, the
Cyprus Game & Fauna Service estimated this illegal business to be valued in the order of 15 million euros
per year>.

Apart from the extensive use of non-selective methods for illegal bird trapping in Cyprus, trappers
nowadays use illegal electronic calling devices that imitate the calls of migratory birds (song playback).
These calling devices are normally operated during night-time, luring the birds into the trapping sites
and hence increasing the illegal catch. An academic study undertaken in Cyprus has shown that the use
of electronic calling devices is highly effective in luring birds towards trapping sites (Sebastianelli M. et
al, 2020%). The findings of this study showed that playback not only increased the number of individuals
of target species captured by around 11 times, but also significantly increased bycatch. The study
authors concluded that: ‘Our findings thus show that in contrast to popular belief that tape lures are a

! The specific articles of Law 39/1974 that prohibited the trapping and trade of wild birds include: Article 10
(‘prohibition of hunting etc. of certain bird species’, without including the blackcap either in the protected or the
game species), Article 14 (‘prohibition of offering game or wild birds in restaurants etc.’) and Article 15
(‘prohibition of the use of light projectors, traps, luring methods, limesticks and flushing of birds).

2 BirdLife Cyprus ‘List of birds recorded trapped in mist nets and on limesticks’ found here.

3 Game and Fauna Service (17" March 2010), Position paper presented at the Committee of Environment of the
Cyprus House of Parliament during a discussion to change the legislation on the protection and management of
wild birds and game species

4 The study can be found here.


https://birdlifecyprus.org/species-affected-by-trapping
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/339947632_Tape_lures_swell_bycatch_on_a_Mediterranean_island_harbouring_illegal_bird_trapping

selective trapping method, they also lead to increased captures of non-target species, which can include
species of conservation concern’.

These calling devices can often be heard easily from hundreds of metres away from trapping sites during
the night, highlighting the extensive use of calling devices and their intensity within the trapping areas.

This report presents the latest survey results, for the 2022 autumn season, when trappers target
migratory birds, and especially Blackcaps and other songbirds. Trapped birds are either served as
expensive ambelopoulia ‘delicacies’ in local restaurants or are sold and used for home consumption.
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2. Surveillance programme of BirdLife Cyprus

BirdLife Cyprus is a non-profit NGO working for the protection and conservation of birds, their habitats
and wider biodiversity, and is the partner of BirdLife International in Cyprus. With support from the
RSPB (BirdLife partner in the UK), BirdLife Cyprus has undertaken a systematic surveillance programme
of illegal bird trapping in Cyprus since autumn 2002, providing a long record of trapping activity and
giving the NGO a very good measure of expertise on the issue. The surveillance programme follows a
‘Bird Trapping Monitoring Protocol’ that was developed by BirdLife Cyprus and the RSPB, in consultation
with the Game and Fauna Service (GFS) and Sovereign Base Area (SBA) police at the start of the
programme. Figure 1 shows the main areas of bird trapping; monitoring is concentrated in the two areas
(numbered 1 and 2) where extensive trapping takes place:

1. Kokkinochoria area (Eastern Larnaca/Famagusta area) — this area also includes the Dhekelia
Eastern Sovereign Base (ESBA) area), and

2. Ayios Theodoros and Maroni area (Western Larnaca).

General Trapping Areas Cyprus

Sector
D 1. Kokkinochoria (Larnaca/Famagusta Area)
D 2. Ayios Theodoros-Maroni Area

[ 3 «itiArea

D 4. Lythrodontas Area
[ 5.1r00dos Area
D 6. Solea Valley
[ 7. Marathasa valiey
D 8. Kampos Valley
D 9. Akamas Area
D 10. Peyeia Area

Map created by BirdLife Cyprus, 2020
40 Kilometers

NESIAIbus D8, UEDSA, UGS, AaroBRID, 16N, and

Figure 1: Map of Cyprus showing the main trapping areas

Although trapping is also an issue in other areas of Cyprus, the survey efforts focus on these two main
areas due to resource limitations and because they hold the highest trapping activity. The monitoring is
undertaken by visiting a random selection of sample squares (1 km?) during daytime hours, with a focus
on detecting mist netting activity. Limesticks are recorded if they are found while searching for mist
nets. The squares selected are stratified to ensure a representative coverage of areas under SBA
administration and the Republic of Cyprus. For more details on the methodology see Appendix 1.
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The project is undertaken in close co-operation with the Game & Fauna Service and the SBA Police.
When trapping paraphernalia is detected, the BirdLife Cyprus team contacts the relevant enforcement
authorities. It should be noted that the BirdLife Cyprus observers never confront suspected trappers
and never remove trapping paraphernalia.

BirdLife Cyprus would like to express its particular thanks to the RSPB for supporting the project
financially since its inception in 2002 and for covering relevant salaries of staff members. Furthermore,
BirdLife Cyprus would like to thank NABU (BirdLife in Germany) for their financial support from 2013
onwards and for covering the running costs and volunteer costs of the surveillance programme. BirdLife
Cyprus would also like to thank BirdLife Switzerland for their support and for covering the expenses of
the external contractor in autumn 2022.

Regarding the analysis of the field data, BirdLife Cyprus uses the TRIM (TRends & Indices for Monitoring
data) program for trend analysis. The organisation has been gathering field data in a systematic manner
since 2002 as part of its surveillance programme, which makes it possible to use such programs for the
analysis. TRIM is a program for the analysis of time series of counts with ‘missing’ observations. The
program can be used to estimate indices and trends and to assess the effects of covariates on these
indices and trends. TRIM analyses time series of counts, using Poisson regression and produces
estimates of yearly indices and trends (Panneloek & van Strien 2005). If observations are missing, TRIM
estimates the missing values on the basis of changes observed on plots that were monitored.

In other words, TRIM enables us to use the data from all the trapping survey squares ever surveyed
under the BirdLife Cyprus surveillance programme during the autumn period, in total 186 squares, even
though these squares were not all covered every autumn season. The programme “fills in” missing values
for squares that were not covered in a particular year on the basis of the general trend derived from the
data as a whole. The TRIM software (freely available from here) is very widely used for analysis of field
data from ecological or biological studies. It works as an index, setting the first year of a time series of
data (in this case year 2002) the value of 100 and then showing changes up or down in subsequent years
relative to this value of 100.

In 2016, the SBA Administration and police began working closely with RSPB Investigations, installing
covert surveillance cameras at known trapping sites in order to gather incriminating video evidence of
trappers. This cooperation has continued every year since then (except for 2020, due to Covid), leading
to the prosecution of multiple trappers, and essentially stopping trapping activities from taking place in
the known blackspot of Cape Pyla.
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3. Results

Survey results and data analysis

Field survey data
The field survey for autumn 2022 was carried out in September and October following the standard

survey protocol. In total, 60 squares were surveyed during this period and BirdLife Cyprus reported all
trapping finds to the relevant enforcement authorities, either the SBA Police Anti-Poaching Unit or the
Game & Fauna Service, depending on the location of the finds.

Additional squares within the SBA area have been added to the sample since 2015, following the July
2015 workshop recommendation of independent science expert Alison Johnston (British Trust for
Ornithology - BTO), to improve the precision of the trend within the SBA over time. Moreover, the
survey area was expanded during autumn 2018 to cover the Ayios Nikolaos Garrison area of the
Dhekelia SBA, where high levels of trapping activity have been recorded in the previous years. This
survey area expansion was arrived at after consultation with Simon Wotton, RSPB science expert, in
order to ensure that the robustness of the methodology is maintained.

A summary of the survey data for autumn 2022 is presented in Appendix 2. In total, the field team
recorded 27 active net rides (these are cleared “runs” in acacia plantations or other habitats e.g.
orchards, olive groves, either holding nets or where there was clear evidence of preparation for the
setting and/or use of nets), which sum up to a total length of 528 metres of net rides used for mist
netting. Nine mist nets were found in situ (either classified as Active Set Nets or Active Unset Nets®).
The total length of active mist net rides within the 405 km? survey area (Larnaka - Famagusta and Ayios
Theodoros — Maroni areas) can be extrapolated to 3,564m (528m x 405/ 60)°. Opportunistic checks
outside the selected survey squares detected an additional 196 metres of active net rides and 78 set
limesticks (see Appendix 2).

In terms of limesticks, BirdLife Cyprus detected 44 limesticks within the selected survey squares for
autumn 2022 (see Appendix 2). However, as already explained, BirdLife Cyprus does not focus its field
survey effort on the detection of limesticks, as other organisations do. For example, during the autumn
2022 survey by the Committee Against Bird Slaughter (CABS / SPA Foundation), a total of 1,668
limesticks, 72 mist nets and 56 electronic bird callers were detected and/or seized’. It is important to
highlight that the majority of the limesticks detected by CABS were in areas controlled by the Republic
of Cyprus, indicating that limestick use is still widespread and remains a problem that the enforcement
agencies need to address effectively and with zero tolerance.

5> Active Set Net (ASN) is a net ride where the mist net is in situ and is set and ready for catching birds. Active
Unset Net (AUN) is a net ride where the mist net is in situ but is furled i.e. the mist net is not stretched up for
catching birds but lowered down.

6 There are 405, 1 km? squares within the survey area that are classified as suitable for trapping activity (on the
basis of vegetation characteristics) and 60 of these squares were surveyed in autumn 2021. Out of these 405, 1
km? squares, 291 squares are found in the Republic areas, 83 are found in the Dhekelia SBA and 31 squares are in
“Joint” areas. Those areas are either joint between SBA and Republic, SBA and buffer zone, or SBA, Republic, and
Buffer zone.

7 Information received from CABS on 27/12/22
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Based on the data gathered in the field this autumn, BirdLife Cyprus estimates that just over 345,000
birds could have been illegally killed within the survey area and just over 460,000 birds could have
been killed across the island of Cyprus® (read Appendix 3 for more details).

If one were to split the potential death toll estimate (345,000 birds) between jurisdictions within the
survey area, based on the trapping activity detected, then just over 329,000 birds would be the potential
number killed in the Republic and just over 33,500 the potential number killed in the Dhekelia SBA®.
(The ‘joint’ squares i.e. where the two jurisdictions overlap, are not included in these death estimates
at the jurisdiction level). Note however, that the limestick toll is not fully accounted for in this estimate
(as the methodology of BirdLife Cyprus focuses more on detecting mist netting activity), which would
make the potential kill estimate higher, especially in the Republic. The total estimate of birds killed is
derived using field-gathered data in combination with expert judgement for some variables (such as the
number of birds caught per net) that are too dangerous to measure in the field (se Appendix 3).

Trends in autumn mist netting activity
The TRIM program was used to analyse the survey data and to produce trends in autumn bird trapping

from 2002 to 2022. The metres of net rides that are recorded as active®® for bird trapping with mist nets

within each survey square are used as the response variable, with autocorrelation and over dispersion

accounted for as well. The TRIM changepoint model is used with a changepoint in every year, which
returns the same result as a fully time-dependent model*! (for more details on TRIM approaches read
Appendix 4). The TRIM program is a good way of analysing these data and will produce a model of the
change in bird trapping activity (with mist nets) between a base year (i.e. 2002) and each subsequent
year of sampling.

A key conclusion from the BTO assessment report on the monitoring methodology of BirdLife Cyprus®?
is regarding possible observer bias deriving from how net rides are classified by different observers: ‘It
is important to note that even if there are some differences in how certain rides would be categorised by
different observers, the trend relies on consistency over time. For this reason, even if there are differences
in categorisation between observers, providing that the same observer consistently applies the criteria
for classifying rides over time, the trend for illegal bird trapping activity will not be compromised’. For
more details on net categorisation read Appendix 1.

8 The estimate does not include any illegal bird trapping possibly taking place in the Turkish occupied parts of
Cyprus.

% From the 528 metres of active net rides detected within the survey area, 428 metres were in the Republic of
Cyprus (from the 38 squares surveyed), 100 metres were in the SBAs (from the 20 squares surveyed), zero meters
were in Joint squares between the Republic and SBA areas. For the calculated death estimates at a jurisdiction
level, the trapping finds (excluding the ‘Prepared’ rides) in each jurisdiction are extrapolated to the total number
of squares that are classified as suitable for trapping activity (see footnote 6 above).

10 This includes all 4 categories of net ride classification: P — Prepared, ANN — Active No Net, AUN — Active Unset
Net and ASN — Active Set Net. Read Appendix 1 for details on net ride classification.

1 This is a linear trend model using the stepwise approach and with all years selected as changepoints.

12 BirdLife Cyprus organised a workshop with title ‘Methodology of surveying illegal bird trapping in Cyprus’ in July
2015. Independent science experts from the British Trust Ornithology (BTO) were invited to review the monitoring
methodology of BirdLife Cyprus and to provide a report of their assessment and recommendations.

14



It is also noted that the BirdLife Cyprus monitoring methodology is different from the non-systematic
field surveys undertaken by other organisations such as CABS, which are targeted at known trapping
areas and are not controlled and consistent regarding the survey effort. Therefore, the findings and
results of the two surveys are not directly comparable. However, both surveys provide invaluable field
data and are supportive and complementary to each other, provided the differences in methodology
are considered.

Figure 2 shows the trapping activity levels since 2002 across a sample size of 186 squares within the
survey area, with standard error margins. Additional square coverage has been included in the last few
years, particularly within the SBA, following a recommendation in the BTO assessment report (July 2015)
to increase the sample size within this stratum?3, In keeping with our standard methodology, a stratified
random sample of 60 of the 186 squares was surveyed in autumn 2022 (while ensuring balanced
coverage between Republic and SBA areas).

It is important to highlight that the additional squares surveyed have slightly expanded the total square
coverage to 186 (185 in 2021, 2020 and 2019, 157 squares in 2018, 129 squares in 2017 and 104 squares
in previous years), hence the TRIM program has imputed missing values for these extra squares as well.
As a result, if one were to compare the index values presented in Figure 2 below with the trend analysis
results reported in the previous autumn trapping reports4, the index values may vary slightly for the
previous autumn seasons (i.e. for autumn 2021 and earlier).

Figure 2. Trends for autumn bird trapping activity with the use of mist nets in Cyprus, for all
jurisdictions in the survey area
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13 BirdLife Cyprus organised a workshop with title ‘Methodology of surveying illegal bird trapping in Cyprus’ in
July 2015. Independent science experts from the British Trust Ornithology (BTO) were invited to review the
monitoring methodology of BirdLife Cyprus and to provide a report of their assessment and recommendations
14 Earlier BirdLife Cyprus trapping reports can be found here.
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Table 1. Statistics for trend for autumn trapping levels 2002-2022 based on Figure 2

Multiplicative Standard 95% confidence
trend error interval

All squares | 0.9256 0.0128 0.02508 Moderate Decline
Note 1: The multiplicative trend reflects the changes in terms of the average percentage change per year i.e. if the

Trend direction

trend is equal to 1 then there is no change. Hence, value 0.9256 calculated above indicates an overall decrease in

mist netting activity of around 7% per year.

Mist netting activity for autumn 2022 appears to be 91% lower compared to the baseline year of 2002
within the survey area (index value is 9 for autumn 2022). The overall trend is a statistically significant
‘moderate decline’. Compared to autumn 2021, trapping showed an apparent decrease of 49% during
autumn 2022 (index values from 17 to 9).

Figure 3 summarises autumn mist netting activity in the Republic of Cyprus applying the same ‘Linear
trend model using the stepwise approach’ in the TRIM program — with all years initially selected as
changepoints in the TRIM analysis.

Figure 4 summarises autumn mist netting activity in the SBA applying the same ‘Linear trend model
using the stepwise approach’ in the TRIM program. Note, however, that for the SBA analysis, TRIM
would not run with the year 2003 as a changepoint.

The sample of 186 squares surveyed in various seasons during the surveillance programme includes 116
squares within the RoC, 57 within the SBA and 13 squares that cover areas in both jurisdictions (referred
to as ‘joint’ squares, including also areas that cover the SBA and UN buffer). For autumn 2022, the
breakdown of the squares randomly selected and surveyed at a jurisdiction level were as follows:

e 38 squares within the Republic of Cyprus,

e 20 squares within the Dhekelia SBA, and

e 2 ‘joint’ squares.
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Figure 3. Trends for trapping activity for autumn mist netting within the Republic of Cyprus
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Table 2. Statistics for trends for autumn trapping activity levels 2002-2022 based on Figure 3 and

Figure 4
Multiplicative Standard 95% confidence X X
. Trend direction
trend error interval
RoC squares .
0.9404 0.0125 0.0245 Moderate Decline
SBAsquares | o, 0.0266 0.052136 Moderate Decline

At a jurisdiction level, the trapping activity trends indicate that:
For the Republic areas, autumn 2022 mist netting activity (index value 23) showed an
apparent decrease of 60% compared to autumn 2021 (index value 57). In comparison to 2002,

the autumn 2022 levels were 77% lower. After what was a concerning increase in the mist

netting levels in 2021, this year’s decrease is a welcoming outcome.

O

For the 38 squares covered within the Republic, the average within the Republic was
eleven metres of active net rides per square surveyed (428/ 38 squares surveyed within
the Republic = 11). The range of counts was from 0 to 140 metres of active net rides,
while no mist net trapping at all was recorded in 31 squares.

For the period 2002-2022, the trend direction for the Republic is assessed as
“Moderate Decline” (see Table 2).

For the SBA areas, autumn 2022 mist netting activity (index value 7) showed an apparent

decrease of 52% compared to 2021 (index value of 15). In comparison to 2002, the autumn

2022 levels were 93% lower, the lowest ever recorded since the start of the surveillance

programme.

O

As seen in Figure 4, the standard error bars for the SBA trend between the years 2010
and 2016 are noticeably wide, suggesting there may be no statistically significant
difference between those years. This is due to the following factors: the relatively small
sample size (20 squares surveyed in autumn 2010-2016) and the large number of zero
counts. Itis anticipated that the new larger sample size in the SBA will only start to have
an impact on the confidence limits in a few years’ time.

For the period 2002-2022, the trend direction for the SBA areas is assessed as
“Moderate Decline” (see Table 2).

These apparent decreases in mist netting levels within both jurisdictions during autumn 2022 are

encouraging, particularly after the increases which were recorded in autumn 2021. However there still

needs to be effective enforcement action against the big, organised trappers which is still an issue,

particularly within the Republic of Cyprus - many of the active sites found by our field team during

autumn 2022 were in Republic areas known to be operated by large scale, organized trappers.

Additionally, all the restaurants serving ambelopoulia, are found exclusively in the Republic, and still

constitute the main economic incentive for organised trappers. Therefore, the Cyprus authorities have

a major role to play in clamping down on the supply — demand business chain.

18



lllegal bird trapping with mist nets showed an apparent decrease during autumn 2022, in continuation
of the overall decline in mist netting since 2002, based on the survey data from BirdLife Cyprus. This
is a welcomed result, especially after the worrying apparent increase in trapping levels noted during
the autumn 2021 season. The enforcement efforts of both the SBA police and the Game and Fauna
Service are acknowledged. However, resources must be maintained in order to ensure that there is
deterrent enforcement action on the ground. Any relaxation could undo the positive progress
recorded over the last few seasons.

We emphasize again the need for more enforcement against big, organised trappers by the Game and
Fauna Service, as well as the need for more support in the enforcement effort from the Cyprus Police,
who we strongly believe have a particular role to play when it comes to big, organised trappers. In
this regard, it is an urgent need to re-instate the Cyprus Police Anti-Poaching unit, which was
dismantled without proper justification in November 2019. We call on the new President of the
Republic of Cyprus to follow through with his pre-election promise of re-instating this unit.
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Enforcement

Overview of enforcement for autumn 2022

There are two competent authorities that are responsible for enforcement against illegal bird trapping
in Cyprus: the Game & Fauna Service for areas controlled under the Republic of Cyprus, and the SBA
Police Anti-Poaching Unit for areas within the UK Sovereign Base Areas. Prior to 2020, the Cyprus Police
Anti-Poaching unit was also responsible for enforcement against illegal bird trapping in the Republic.
However, in November 2019%° the unit was dismantled. Enforcement data from this competent
authority can be found in Appendix 5.

The resources of the above-mentioned enforcement bodies are as follows:

e Game & Fauna Service, the responsible body for the implementation of the Birds Directive and
the equivalent bird national legislation, has around 210 game wardens in total across the whole
of island. The Larnaca & Famagusta district, where most of the bird trapping takes place in
Cyprus and where the survey area of BirdLife Cyprus is focused, has around 50 game wardens.

e SBA Police Anti-Poaching Unit was comprised of nine officers at the Eastern Dhekelia Sovereign
Base Area for the autumn trapping period.

Table 3 summarizes the enforcement data of the two competent authorities regarding illegal bird
trapping for the months of August, September and October, the main period for bird trapping in Cyprus,
for years 2011 - 2022.

15 See our report from 2019 here
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Table 3 Summary of illegal bird trapping statistics of the competent authorities for the months of August, September and October for years 2011 - 2022

Game & Fauna Service — Larnaca & Famagusta district2 Dhekelia SBA Police Anti- Poaching Unit3
N
ves |3 /8 (33 /8(/8/5/8/8 /8 [R/¥/3 |y |g /s |glg/s/gla|g8|8 ¥
<) <) <) <) <) <) <) <) ) ) S | 9| © ) ) ) ) ) ) ) ) o o o
N N N N N N N N N N N | N| N N N N N N N N N N N N
No of 57 70 78 64 54 35 19 21 25 | 26 57 | 48 | 23 22 22 30 17 29 6 12 8 4 9 10
trappers
arrested /
cases
< — ~ [Tp) o n (o)) < — < (32} o ~— n ~ < [ Yo < I o o Y] Ye]
. o — o0 (a2} o ()] o o (o] (42} o0 LN Yo ~ ~N (o] (o] [e)] wn n (o] — o~ —
No of mist ~ ™ ~ o~ ~ — o ~ ~ — — < —
nets?!
o o~ o ~ o - — (o] o (s} [22] < o < (o] (e} < n (o)) (s} ~ )] LN Yo
No of ) ~ ™M N~ < o2} o ©0 o ~ [} N <3} — — LN (%2} <] LN — [e)] ~N o ™M
limesticks ~ L %) — - — — - - —
1

N/A: Not available

Note 1: The total number includes both trapping paraphernalia (mist nets and limesticks) collected as court evidence when an arrest takes place and from confiscations.
Note 2: Data for 2022 provided from Game & Fauna Larnaca & Famagusta district officer via email on 6™ February 2023
Note 3: Data for 2022 provided from SBA police Anti-Poaching Unit sergeant after official email (16™ January 2023).
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e Game & Fauna Service — Larnaca & Famagusta district: The enforcement data for autumn 2022 show

comparable levels of prosecutions (48) compared to autumn 2021 (57), suggesting similar levels of
enforcement by this agency.

e SBA Police Anti-Poaching Unit (APU) — Dhekelia Sovereign Base: The enforcement data for autumn

2022 show that ten people were arrested for trapping, compared to nine during autumn 2021.

Illegal bird trapping has become a demand-driven wildlife crime, with the trading of trapped birds in
lawbreaking restaurants being the key economic driver for organised trappers, who, as is generally
acknowledged, make thousands of euros of illegal profit every year. These restaurants selling
ambelopoulia are almost exclusively located within the Republic. Data provided from the Game and
Fauna Service indicate that restaurant checks in 2022 were on a similar level with those undertaken in
2021 (see Table 4). BirdLife Cyprus believes that more enforcement is needed, particularly on the big,
organised trappers and on restaurants, in order to stop this illegal demand-supply profitable business.

Table 4 Summary of restaurant checks and prosecutions in Cyprus

2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013' | 20147 | 2015% | 2016>* | 2017% | 2018° | 2019° | 20207 | 2021® | 2022°

Restaurant 20 31 18 7 14 8 12 21 20 7 10 5 6
checks
Restaurant 13 15 8 3 1 1 1 7 5 0 1 1 0

prosecutions

Note 1: Data source for years 2010-2013: Ombudswoman report dated 27/5/2014
(http://www.ombudsman.gov.cy/ombudsman/ombudsman.nsf/index_new/index_new?OpenForm).
Note 2: Data source: Reply from Ministry of Interior to question of Member of the Parliament Mr Perdikes (question dated
15/6/2015, ref no 23.06.010.04.629) regarding restaurant prosecutions by the Game and Fauna Service for year 2014
available here.
Note 3: Data source: Reply letter from Game Service dated 11/8/2017.
Note 4: Data source: Letter from Cyprus Police headquarters dated 25t January 2018.
Restaurant check breakdown: Nicosia — 10, Limassol — 3, Larnaca — 8, Famagusta — none, Paphos — none
Restaurant prosecution breakdown: Nicosia — 5, Limassol — 1, Larnaca — 1, Famagusta — none, Paphos — none
Note 5: Data source: Letters from both GFS headquarters and Cyprus police Headquarters (Information received on 11/1/19
and 11/2/19 respectively)
Restaurant check breakdown from Cyprus police for 2018: Nicosia -3, Limassol-none, Larnaca — 6, Famagusta —
7none, Paphos — none.
Restaurant checks from GFS for 2018: 11 checks in total
Restaurant prosecution breakdown from both agencies: Nicosia - 4, Limassol — none, Larnaca — 1, Famagusta —
none, Paphos — none.
Note 6: Data source: Email sent to BirdLife Cyprus by Game and Fauna Service official (13/1/20).
Note 7: Data source: Email sent to BirdLife Cyprus by Game and Fauna Service official (12/1/21).
Note 8: Data source: Email sent to BirdLife Cyprus by Game and Fauna Service official (24/1/22)
Note 9: Data source: Email sent to BirdLife Cyprus by Game and Fauna Service official (2/1/23)
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Feedback from competent authorities to BirdLife Cyprus reports

Table 5 summarises the number of reports that BirdLife Cyprus provided to the competent authorities
regarding active trapping sites and the overall feedback given by the competent authorities. The
information presented in the table below refers to active trapping sites as recorded by the survey team
(this includes all net codes, P, ANN, AUN and ASN — see Appendix 1 for net ride classification - and sites
where limesticks were found) and were reported to the competent authorities for further action.

With regards to the Game and Fauna Service, 16 locations were reported to this agency. Seven people
were prosecuted at sites reported by BirdLife Cyprus, either just before the site was found to be active,
or sometime after. Confiscations took place at seven sites, while nine locations were checked with no
further action taken.

With regards to the Dhekelia SBA Police Anti-Poaching Unit, six locations were reported to this agency.
At three sites confiscation of limesticks occurred. At two locations covert surveillance was undertaken
with help from RSPB Investigations who placed cameras at these sites. Although the video evidence
gathered was not sufficient for a prosecution to take place, it was used to give a verbal warning to the
trapper whom stopped trapping at the specific site soon after.
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Table 5 Summary of trapping reports provided to competent authorities from BirdLife Cyprus during autumns 2012-2022

Game and Fauna Service — Larnaca & Famagusta

SBA Anti-Poaching Police Unit

N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N
o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o
= = = = = = Py Pt ) ) ) ot et Py Pt et Pt s P o o o
N w > u [e)} ~N o (e} o = N N w B w (o)} ~N o] Vo] o = N

Number of | 50 43 33 23 21 8 17 11 178 2312 16 52 38 40 51 34 26 12 14 9 18

reports®

Arrests? 17 19 8 11 10 N/F> N/F N/F N/F N/F 7 9 8 6 4 5 0 7% 0 27 39

Confisca- 10 8 11 None | 1 N/F N/F 2 2 2 7 22 18 5 10 14 3 2 6 4 410

tions?

Clearance? 23 16 14 12 10 N/F N/F N/F N/F N/F 9 21 12 29 37 15 23 8 8 6 1411

/ Nothing

Found®

N/R — Not relevant; N/A — Not available; N/F — No feedback provided

Note 1: Reports may also include reports from members of the public that were sent to the competent authority via BLCY.

Note 2: Arrests represent individual people and not specific sites. E.g. If 4 people are arrested at one trapping site that will count as 4 arrests.
Note 3: Confiscations of mist nets, limesticks and/or calling devices

Note 4: Clearance refers to collection of trapping paraphernalia such as pole bases, poles, loudspeakers, wires etc.
Note 5: ‘Nothing found’ refers to reports where the competent authority checked the trapping location but reported it inactive (no nets or limesticks were found) upon its visit, hence no

prosecution or confiscation took place, or no feedback was provided.
Note 6: 7 people were arrested due to video evidence collected at 2 different trapping locations.
Note 7: 2 people were prosecuted for trapping at the same location

Note 8: No official feedback was provided. However, 2 locations were reported on the spot to Game wardens who responded to the reports and provided feedback to BirdLife Cyprus directly.

Note 9: All three people were arrested at the same location

Note 10: In total 9 mist nets and 13 limesticks were confiscated at 4 separate locations.
Note 11: Clearance occurred at two locations. Cameras were placed at four locations. The other locations were placed under observation with no results

Note 12: No official feedback was provided. However, 2 locations were reported on the spot to Game wardens who responded to the reports and provided feedback to BirdLife Cyprus

directly.
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Enforcement on the ground — on-the-spot fines in the Republic, five years later

In July 2017, an amendment to the ‘Protection and Management of Wild birds and Game species Law
152/2003’ regulated all bird trapping and poaching offences as on-the-spot fines (as opposed to court
prosecution). At the time, BirdLife Cyprus expressed its opposition to this amendment, having serious
reservations over how game wardens and police officers would be able to impose on-the-spot fines
without risking their personal safety. That said, over the past five years, the Cyprus enforcement
agencies, and particularly the Game and Fauna Service, have been issuing high fines, implementing the
on-the-spot fine provisions adopted in July 2017. The on-the-spot fine system acted as a deterrent for
most trappers, when it was first implemented, and particularly when it comes to mist netting.

However, in December 2020, the law was changed again. Fines for trapping with limesticks or shooting
birds from a list of 14 specific species, was reduced from 2000 euro for one bird to 200 euro for up to
50 birds. It should also be noted that the SBA administration, did not accept this change to the law and
kept fines for shooting and trapping these 14 species at the original fine of 2000 euro for one bird.

For the last few years, our field team has recorded high levels of limestick trapping, levels which
remained high even this year, as also supported by Committee Against Bird Slaughter (CABS) data. While
fines for mist netting are effective and deterrent, approved relaxations to the “Protection and
Management of Wild Birds and Game Species law” have seen fines for limestick trapping have the
opposite effect, as they cannot be considered punitive or deterrent. This lower fine for limestick
trapping was further reinforced in December 2020 when an amendment to the Protection and
Management of Wild birds and Game species’ Law of 152/2003 was passed. This amendment created a
list of 14 specific species of birds, which when trapped with limesticks or shot with shotguns, carry a
lower fine of just 200 euro instead of 2000 euros. We believe this to be a setback regarding the
conservation and protection of migratory birds in Cyprus, as explained in the following sections, and
something which has sent a message of decriminalisation of limestick trapping and of shooting of
migratory songbirds.

Another issue is that, as seen from the on-the-spot fine data provided to BirdLife Cyprus for the period
of July 2017 to December 2022 by the Game and Fauna Service, it seems that the higher the fine, the
less chance there is of it being paid by the offender. Table 6 below shows that just over 60% of the fines
handed out so far have been paid (492 from 810), however the money these fines equate to (€976,193)
only add up to around 40% of the total money from all the fines (€2,506,264). It appears that fines of
around 5,000 euros and higher are not paid (based on averages), with offenders being led to the courts
for prosecution. It is important to highlight that unpaid fines led to court (300 in number) equate to a
noticeable 37% of all fines issued.

BirdLife Cyprus has expressed concerns about the lack of information regarding the court sentencing
and specifically the rulings made by judges regarding unpaid fines. The data in Table 7 shows some
indicative values of fines under different circumstances, provided by the Game and Fauna Service, and
confirms BirdLife Cyprus’ fears that once an on-the- fine is not paid and goes to court, the offenders are
routinely handed out lower fines. Although there is still an improvement compared to the much lower
fines given out by courts prior to 2017, this significant difference between the unpaid on-the-spot fines
and the court sentences is very worrisome.
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Table 6 Breakdown of on the spot fines handed out from July 2017 until the end of December 2022

No. of Fines Amount in Euro

Fines that have been 492 €976,193
paid
Fines still pending 18 €51,000
payment
Fines that haven’t 300 €1,479,071
been paid and
will/have gone to
court

Total' 810 € 2,506,264

Table 7. Average fines under different circumstances

Average fine given by courts
prior to 2017 law amendment

(€)

Average size of on-the-spot
fine which is not paid and thus
taken to court (€)

Average fine issued by courts
to people who did not pay
their on-the-spot fine (€)'°

780

4,930

1,600

16 Information provided from Game and Faun Service official during telephone conversation on 30/1/2023
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Social and political attitudes

Developments in the Republic of Cyprus

In July 2017, when the “Protection and Management of Wild Birds and Game Species” Law (152/2003)
was amended and on-the-spot fines were introduced, we saw the on-the-spot fines for limestick
trapping specifically, reduced from 2000 euros to 200 euros. In December 2020, a further amendment
in the same law was passed by the Cyprus Parliament. This change saw the fines for the killing of up to
50 birds from a list of 14 protected’, non-game species, being reduced to 200 euros with the use of
limesticks or with shooting. Previously, the fine for killing even a single bird from this list was set at 2000
euros. Moreover, these specific species are the target species for trappers and poachers for the
‘ambelopoulia’ dish.

These two relaxations to the law represent a major step backwards regarding bird conservation in
Cyprus, as they have created a subcategory of ‘less protected’ bird species. The absurdity of this law
change is even more evident when one realizes that the fines for offences in relation to game species
have been kept high and deterrent, at €2000. We consider that the creation of this ‘less protected’
category is a major setback for bird protection in Cyprus. Several species on this list are very similar to
species not on the list, particularly warblers, making this change in the law not enforceable, as
identifying these species can be difficult. The combination of law changes in recent years, together with
the dismantling of the Cyprus Police anti-poaching unit, has sent a message of decriminalisation of
trapping with limesticks.

These relaxations have, we believe, also encouraged illegal shooting of migrants, as evidenced by what
we have seen at Lake Soros, Larnaca Salt lakes, in recent years.

Throughout the month of September 2022, several visits to the Soros lake hunting site were made by
the BirdLife Cyprus field team, RSPB Investigations, and CABS. Throughout these checks a number of
protected species were found killed and/or injured at the site including European Bee-eaters, European
Roller, Hobby and Golden Oriole. Read BirdLife Cyprus’s relevant press release on this here. Previously
in autumn 2020 large numbers of European Bee-eaters, as well as other migratory birds, were found
shot at this same site. BirdLife Cyprus has publicly called upon the competent authorities to close the
site to hunting, not only because it is a black spot for the illegal shooting of protected birds, but also
because it is located in a built-up area close to homes, and because the lake has been polluted from the
lead shot pellets from nearby hunting activity. Unfortunately, the area has remained open to hunting
despite our objections. While there were reports of illegal hunting at the site in the past, BirdLife Cyprus
believes that the amendment to the law, mentioned above, has encouraged poachers to illegally shoot
migratory birds at the site. We also fear that the illegal shooting of migratory birds will become more
widespread as a result of this relaxation in fines. Sadly, our fears are already becoming reality: this year
our field team uncovered another “black spot” for illegal shooting close to Kiti Dam where they
discovered feathers from multiple European Bee-eaters as well as other migratory bird species and

17 The species in question are: Blackcap (Sylvia atricapilla), European Bee-eater (Merops apiaster), Common
Chaffinch (Fringilla coelebs), Spanish Sparrow (Passer hispaniolensis), House Sparrow (Passer domesticus),
European Robin (Erithacus rubecula), Common Whitethroat (Sylvia communis), Spotted Flycatcher (Muscicapa
striata), Common Chiffchaff (Phylloscopus collybita), Willow Warbler (Phylloscopus trochilus), Eurasian Reed
Warbler (Acrocephalus scirpaceus), Sedge Warbler (Acrocephalus schoenobaenus), Cetti’s Warbler (Cettia cetti),
Golden Oriole (Oriolus oriolus).
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confirmed illegal shooting was taking place. Relevant information was passed to the Game & Fauna
Service for action.

In support of our strong belief that the fines for the killing of migratory songbirds, either with limesticks
or with shooting, are non-deterrent, in 2016, prior to the change in the law which introduced on-the-
spot fines for trapping offences, the Law Office of the Republic of Cyprus sent a letter to the
Parliamentary Environment Committee raising concerns regarding the at the time proposed lower fines
associated with limestick trapping. In particular it mentioned that “The supporting documentation
should be based on the need that exists and that makes the differentiation imperative for the provision
of stricter or more lenient penalties for the use of limesticks, so as to achieve effective enforcement of
the existing legislation ...... i.e. a penalty should be either deterrent or punitive”. See Appendix 6 for the
full letter.

In October 2022, after multiple reports of up to eight active mist nets to the competent authorities,
from BirdLife Cyprus and CABS, a known organised trapper in the Larnaca District was raided by police.
According to a senior officer of the Game and Fauna Service two mist nets were found at the trapping
site, and the trapper received a 5000 euro fine for the two mist nets and for trapping in an area in which
hunting is forbidden. The specific trapper was exposed in 2019 when RSPB released a video showing his
illegal operation. See here for more details on that.

Developments in the Eastern (Dhekelia) Sovereign Base Area

For yet another year, the SBA Police and Administration have continued to apply the partnership
approach adopted in 2017, strengthening their collaboration with NGOs. The joint field monitoring with
BirdLife Cyprus continued, as did collaboration with the RSPB Investigations team and with CABS. In
autumn 2021 an increase in trapping at the start of the season was observed by BirdLife Cyprus and
CABS. BirdLife Cyprus raised concerns about this development and the anti-poaching team was
reinforced to be able to accommodate additional shifts. In autumn 2022, at the start of the season, the
anti-poaching team was boosted with four more officers. This enabled SBA police to perform patrols
almost every night, hence having a deterrent presence which resulted in reduced trapping activity. As
well as this, the SBA police anti-poaching unit was able to make some high-profile arrests at the start of
the trapping season, sending a clear message to other trappers of the zero-tolerance approach
implemented by the SBA authorities. This combined with the daily patrols we believe acted as a
deterrent to undertake trapping. For more information on this follow the link.

This autumn, once again, members of the RSPB Investigations team joined SBA police officers on the
ground in order to resume covert surveillance actions against several trapping sites located within the
SBA areas. Cameras were placed at two different locations where illegal trapping with mist nets was
recorded. While no trappers were arrested as the footage obtained was not conclusive to identify clearly
any trappers, at one site enough evidence was collected to be able to ascertain the times at which the
poachers were trapping and with that information suspects were warned by the SBA Police. After the
warning, the site was not active again for the remainder of the season. In September 2022, Birdlife
International published its report on the State of the World’s birds, in which one section of the report
outlines the success achieved within the SBA areas promoting it as a case study for replication. Read the
report here (page 33)
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4. Discussion & Recommendations

2022 saw an apparent decrease in trapping with mist nets by 47%, compared to autumn 2021.
Compared to 2002 there has been a 91% reduction in mist netting activity, within the survey area, which
covers the worst trapping areas of Cyprus (see Figure 2). This makes 2022 the second lowest year of
autumn trapping activity levels after 2020 (when a reduction of 92% from the 2002 baseline was
recorded). This is a welcoming development.

With regards to the SBAs, trapping in autumn 2022 appeared to decrease by around 52% compared to
autumn 2021, a welcome result after the apparent increase noted previous the autumn. Overall mist
netting levels for autumn 2022 showed a decrease of 93% compared to autumn 2002. This season, the
SBA police anti-poaching unit was strengthened with additional officers and was able to perform
preventative patrols in their jurisdiction, which most certainly deterred people from trapping. As well
as this, the SBA police were able to make several high-profile prosecutions at the start of the season
which sent a clear message of zero tolerance towards bird trapping. BirdLife Cyprus acknowledges the
success of the SBA Police and Administration in tackling the illegal trapping issue within their jurisdiction
in recent years. It is evident that the established partnership approach and the internal anti-trapping
action plan that the SBA’s have put in place in the last few years, in conjunction with the close
collaboration with NGOs, are having tangible results on the ground. This success has also been
acknowledged in BirdLife Internationals most recent report on the State of the World’s Birds. This
approach and associated measures must be continued into 2023 and beyond, to ensure this success is
maintained.

In the Republic of Cyprus, there was an apparent decrease in trapping with mist nets during autumn
2022 compared to 2021. Trapping with mist nets appeared to decrease by 60%, a welcome result,
especially after the worrying increase noted in autumn 2021 (See Figure 3). Overall mist netting levels
for autumn 2022 showed a decrease of 77% compared to autumn 2002. Birdlife Cyprus acknowledges
the enforcement effort of the Game and Fauna Service wardens. However, BirdLife Cyprus continues to
emphasize the need for more effective enforcement against large, organized trappers, who are still
trapping with impunity, for the most part. In order to effectively deal with these large trappers, BirdLife
Cyprus believes that the Cyprus Police Anti-Poaching unit, which was abolished in November 2019,
needs to be re-instated as soon as possible, in order to provide support and to work closely with the
Game and Fauna Service on this issue. We call on the new President of the Republic of Cyprus to follow
through with his pre-election promise of re-instating this unit. As well as this, limestick trapping has
remained at high levels after an increase first noted in 2020, a finding that is also supported from CABS
field data.

We strongly believe that the increased use of limesticks, that has been maintained in recent years, can
be attributed to the relaxations to the “Protection and Management of Wild Birds and Game Species
law” which have happened over the last few years, the most recent change involving the reduction of
fines for trapping with limesticks and shooting of up to 50 birds from a list of 14 species.
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In addition to the apparent increase in limestick use, BirdLife Cyprus has also detected an increase in

the illegal shooting of migratory birds in recent years, which we believe can be linked to the very low
fines for this offense — 200 euros for up to 50 birds.

Recommendations

In conclusion, BirdLife Cyprus stresses the following actions and measures as areas for action in 2023:

1)

The Cyprus Parliament to reverse amendments to the law "Protection and Management of Wild
Birds and Game Species" and to restore the fine for the offenses of possession and use of
limesticks and hunting of 14 protected, non-game species from 200 for up to 50 birds to 2000
euros for one bird. Unless this happens, Cyprus will be faced with the possibility of infringement
proceedings from the European Commission.

The Cyprus competent authorities to strengthen the collaboration with environmental NGOs on
the ground, adopting a similar approach to that taken by the SBA Police, in order to make
enforcement action more effective.

The Game and Fauna Service needs to draw up an action plan with a focus on the big, organized
trappers with the support of the Cyprus police, for its implementation. Furthermore, the Cyprus
authorities need to undertake increased and consistent enforcement action against law-breaking
restaurants serving illegal ampelopoulia “delicacies” (to address demand).

The Cyprus Police to re-instate the Cyprus Police Anti-poaching unit, to focus on targeted
enforcement action, particularly against large scale, organised, trappers. We call on the new
President of the Republic of Cyprus to follow through with his pre-election promise of re-instating
this unit.

Training to be provided to the Judiciary and Prosecutors regarding the on-the-spot fine system
and the seriousness of trapping as a wildlife crime, in order to address the large discrepancy
observed between on-the-spot fines issued and court sentences handed out. We consider that the
Game and Fauna Service, as the responsible authority for the implementation of the Birds
legislation, is best placed to carry out this training.

The SBA Administration and police to continue with the collaborative partnership approach
adopted with environmental NGOs and the implementation and review of its action plan.

The SBA Police to maintain a well-staffed anti-trapping team, to enable it to continue to be a
deterrent and effective unit, thus maintaining the low trapping levels recorded in recent years.
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Appendix 1

Methodology of the trapping surveillance programme

Survey area and sampling strategy

The surveillance project began in 2002 with the coverage of 60 sample squares (each 1x1 km) chosen at
random from within a 261 km2 study area, which covered most of the Famagusta/Eastern Larnaca area
and the Ayios Theodoros — Maroni area.

In 2005, the monitoring became more targeted, focusing on habitat suitable for trapping. Each 1 km
square within the study area was classified as either a ‘possible bird trapping area’ or ‘unlikely bird
trapping area’ based solely on the presence or absence of vegetation suitable for setting limesticks or
nets. Surveillance subsequently took place in ‘possible’” squares only. Some 44 of the original 60 sample
squares were ‘possible bird trapping area’ squares under the new classification. These 44 squares were
kept, with another 16 new squares chosen randomly to bring the total sample to 60 again.

Then, in 2007, the survey area was expanded to cover 295 km2 for Famagusta/Eastern Larnaca area and
111 km2 for Ayios Theodoros — Maroni area, bringing the total survey area to 406 km2. This was done
after preliminary surveys in autumn 2006 found evidence of extensive trapping on the margins of the
original (261 km2) survey area. The sample size was expanded to 100 squares (40 new squares were
randomly chosen) to allow for this extension of the survey area. Out of the 406 1 km2 squares of the
expanded survey area, 301 have been classified as ‘possible bird trapping area’ squares.

In 2017, the Ayios Nikolaos Area of the ESBA was added into the survey after reports from CABS of
extensive trapping taking place in this area. An additional 18 squares were added to the survey area
bringing the new total to 405 squares adding up to 310 square kilometres.

The random selection of sample squares is stratified to ensure representative coverage of areas under
SBA, Republic of Cyprus and “joint” jurisdiction (squares where the two jurisdictions meet). In terms of
the analysis of the survey data BirdLife Cyprus is using the TRIM (TRends & Indices for Monitoring data)
programme, which enables the analysis of time series of counts with missing observations (read more
about TRIM in Appendix 4.

Surveying for trapping activity

Surveying consists of a two-man team systematically searching for evidence of illegal trapping activity
in the randomly selected one by one kilometre squares. The time taken to survey each square is
recorded, as are weather patterns and the presence or absence of large numbers of migrant birds.

For safety reasons (avoidance of possible confrontation with trappers) the BC observers do not go out
in the field at dawn, which is the main period of trapping activity, but carry out surveys between 09:00
and 17:00. Each sample square is surveyed only once each season, partly for safety reasons (minimising
the risk of the observers becoming known to trappers) and partly because repeat sampling of each
square has no particular value when it comes to analysis of the collected data. Opportunistic
observations are also made in the surroundings of squares where mist netting is suspected. Trapping
activity includes:
e Mist netting activity, which is the main focus of the surveillance programme of BirdLife Cyprus.
This is calculated using the total length of active net rides recorded within the survey area; and
e limesticks, using the total number of active limesticks found within the survey area.
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Mist nets

The two observers carry out a thorough search of all habitat patches suitable for the setting of mist nets
(i.e. all areas with bushes and/or trees) within each sample square. The observers record all direct and
indirect evidence of mist net and tape lure use and of net ride preparation and use (e.g. cleared corridors
within vegetation for putting up nets, presence of pole bases). The codes used for the various categories
of mist netting activity and tape lure use are given below, as are the codes used for recording the type
of habitat where trapping activity is detected. The surveyors note cases where they come across
enclosed (fenced) areas that they cannot see into at all, or cannot see into well enough to survey fully.

Box 1 Key to survey codes used for the field

Net code

O -old ride

P —ride recently prepared

ANN — active no nets present
AUN — active unset net present
ASN — active set net present

IUN —inactive unset net present

The main net ride classifications are described below:

Habitat code
A —acacia

C —citrus

E — eucalyptus
F —fig
J—mulberry
O -olive

M — maquis

P — pomegranate

K — carob
Cy —cypress
L — lentisk

S —syrian plum

Tape lure code

P —tale lure present, playing

L — loudspeakers present

Y —tape lure present, not playing
U — unknown

W — electrical wires associated
with tape lures

B — car battery present

e Prepared (P): A net ride that is clearly ready to be used but there is no evidence e.g. bird
feathers, blood stains, thrown pebbles, to suggest illegal activity was taking place the previous
night / morning (see Figure 4),

e Active No Net (ANN): A net ride that from the evidence found e.g. bird feathers, blood stains,
thrown pebbles, indicates that illegal activity was taking place the previous night / morning but
no net is present (see Figure 5),

e Active Unset Net present (AUN): A net ride where the trapper has left the mist net on the poles

but it is furled i.e. the mist net is not stretched up for catching birds but lowered down (or the

net is placed e.g. under a tree) (see Figure 6), and

e Active Set Net present (ASN): A net ride where the trapper has left the mist net set on the poles

and it is ready for catching birds (see Figure 7).
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Figure 6: Active No Net ride (ANN) with poles, bases, feathers & signs of trampling in an olive grove
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Figure 8: Active Set Net present (ASN) —corridors in orchards are often used for mist netting

Limesticks

While the main effort of the observers is to locate evidence of mist netting, all evidence of limestick
activity is also recorded. Limesticks are much harder to locate in the field than mist nets and are often
set in a different habitat to mist nets. In addition, incidental evidence for limestick use is hard to detect
(though trees pruned to hold limesticks are readily identifiable). It is impractical to search entire 1 km2
sample squares for limesticks due to the time consuming nature of the task. The protocol is therefore
for the observers to look out for limesticks while concentrating on surveying for mist netting activity.
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Appendix 2

Survey data for autumn 2022

Confidential Information. Only provided upon approval of request
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Appendix 3

Estimation of numbers of birds caught during autumn 2022

It is important to note that the estimated death toll does not take into consideration any net rides that
have been classified as ‘Prepared’ (previously this net ride classification was also considered for the
death toll estimation), following the recommendation included in the BTO assessment report (July 2015)
to revise slightly the calculation.

The following key assumptions are applied for the estimation of the birds killed:

o 12 metres is the assumed average length for a mist net

. 20 birds are caught per 12-m net per day (Magnin, 1986)

. 0.5 birds are caught per limestick per day

o 60 days is the duration of the trapping period for spring and autumn seasons

o 50% scaling factor — applied for spring estimates to account for a lower number of
migrating birds passing via Cyprus compared to the autumn

. 405 are the possible bird trapping squares within the survey area as identified from the

surveillance programme in 2007 (the random sample of squares surveyed by BirdLife Cyprus

is taken from these 301 squares)

o 75% of illegal trapping activity for all of Cyprus takes place within the survey area (based on
input from enforcement authorities and other experts)
J Net ride categories ‘ANN’ (Active No Nets), ‘ASN’ (Active Set Nets) and ‘AUN’ (Active Unset

Nets) nets are assumed that they are active every day during the trapping season (read

Appendix 1 for details on net ride classification).

o Note: Net ride category ‘P’ (Prepared) is not considered for the estimation of numbers
of birds killed anymore, following the recommendation of BTO science experts (BTO
report, July 2015) to revise slightly the equation.

Using the above assumptions, the bird death toll is estimated as follows for autumn:
For nets = [(Total length of ANN+AUN+ASN rides)] / (average length of a net) x (20 birds per net per day)
x (total number of ‘possible bird trapping area’ squares / number of squares surveyed) x (length of
trapping season in days)

=[(318+40+140] / (12) x (20) x (405/60) x (60)

= 336,150 birds could have been caught within the survey area in mist nets.

For limesticks = (Total number of limesticks found) x (0.5 birds per limestick per day) x (total number of
‘possible bird trapping area’ squares / number of squares surveyed) x (length of trapping season in days)
=44 x 0.5 x (405/60) x 60
= 8,910 birds caught within the survey area on limesticks

In total 345,060 birds could have been killed in mist nets and on limesticks within the survey area during
autumn 2021. Assuming that the survey area accounts for 75% of the trapping activity in Cyprus, the
bird death toll in Cyprus is:

= 345,060/ 75%

= 460,080 birds could have been killed in nets and on limesticks across all Cyprus during autumn 2022.

Note: these death toll estimates do not take into consideration any illegal bird trapping taking place into
the Turkish occupied part of Cyprus.
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Appendix 4
TRIM model description

TRIM (TRends & Indices for Monitoring data) is a program for the analysis of time series of counts with
missing observations. The program can be used to estimate indices and trends and to assess the effects
of covariates on these indices and trends. TRIM analyses time series of counts, using Poisson regression
and produces estimates of yearly indices and trends (Panneloek & van Strien 2005). If observations are
missing, TRIM estimates the missing values on the basis of changes observed on plots that were
monitored.

In other words, TRIM enables us to use the data from all the trapping survey squares ever surveyed
under the BirdLife Cyprus surveillance programme during the autumn period, in total 104 squares, even
though these squares were not all covered each autumn season. The programme ‘fills in” missing values
for squares that were not covered in a particular year on the basis of the general trend derived from the
data as a whole. The TRIM software (freely available from here) is very widely used for analysis of field
data from ecological or biological studies. It works as an index, setting the first year of a time series of
data the value of 100 (in this case year 2002) and showing up or down changes in subsequent years
relative to this value of 100. TRIM program allows the user to select various models to undertake the
analysis: a) Model 1: No time-effects, b) Model 2: Linear (switching) trend, and c) Model 3: Effects for
each time-point. For the analysis presented in this report BirdLife Cyprus has selected Model 2,
following the advice of RSPB senior conservation scientist Mr Simon Wotton. Below is an explanation
of why.

Which model should one use: the time-effects model or the linear trend model? (Panneloek & van Strien

2005)

The time effects model (= year effects model in case the time points are years) estimates parameters

for each separate year and should be chosen if one wants to assess indices for each year. The linear
trend model should be chosen if one is interested in testing whether a trend has happened across a
number of years, by selecting one or more years as changepoints. The linear trend model should also
be chosen when the data are too sparse to run the time effects model. Using the linear trend model
also allows testing trends before and after particular changepoints. Options are (1) to test trends before
and after a priori selected changepoints or (2) to let TRIM search for the substantial changepoints by
using the stepwise procedure. If all years are selected as changepoints, the linear trend model is
equivalent to the time effects model (although it results in a description in terms of trend slope
parameters rather than time point parameters). Note that the linear trend model also produces indices
for each year, but not necessarily based on yearly parameters as in the time effects model. Instead of
yearly parameters, the linear trend uses the trend across a number of years to approximate the indices.

BirdLife Cyprus has used the ‘Linear trend model by using the stepwise procedure and with all years
selected as changepoints’ for the trend analysis presented in this report, following the
recommendation of RSPB senior conservation scientist Mr Simon Wotton. The linear trend model can
be run without any changepoints selected. Thereby it imputes missing counts based on the trend over
the whole period studied. Be careful in using the model without any changepoints; the resulting indices
might be unrealistic (this is the key point why this approach was not recommended and all years were
selected as changepoints).
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Appendix 5

Statistics of the Cyprus Police Anti-poaching unit.

Summary of illegal bird trapping statistics of the Cyprus Police APU for the months of August,
September and October for years 2011 — 2019. This unit was dismantled without proper justification in
November 2019.

Cyprus Police Anti- Poaching Unit*

Years b B 2 S 9 ] S ] 2
) S S 1) 1) ) ) 1) S
N N N N N N N N N
No of N/A N/A N/A 27 28 36 13 4 N/A
trappers
arrested /
cases
N/A 116 N/A 116 121 164 37 5 N/A
No of mist
nets?!
No of
. ) N/A 4,799 N/A 3,950 3,359 1,915 811 213 N/A
limesticks?
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Appendix 6

Letter f i i
_ rom the Law Office of the Republic of Cyprus from 2016 stating that the fines for limestick

trapping must be deterrent and/ iti i

. or punitive. This letter was submitted t i

. . othe C i
the discussions regarding the amendments for the Bird Protection law vorus Parliament during

pX Date/Time 2171172016 12:05 /& % P, 001
. (Y l/tm C E & M ELT (m@g, o 8
21.11.2016 12522 "Af’@ (‘U’bi/] ,\? &J {U %P\ )XYJ[;L& ’(,( l

o
M

»My .

<Q A « NAN
< \

KYUIIIAKH AHMOKPATIA Is J/ N%y /

NOMIKH YNHPELIA THX AHMOKPATIAL  ~ L}'fﬁ 2

‘.

Ap. ®ak.: TLE: 50(A)/1999/N.53.2
18 NogpBpiou 2016

Mpoéedpo Kot MEAN
KoIVOBOUAEUTIKAG, EmpoTng NepiBdAovTog

QEMA: O wrepi NpooTOOIUg KAl Araxeipiong Aypiwy Mrnvwy Kol OnPAPATWY

(TpormorroinTiko 5¢) Nopog 1oV 2016,

Avagépoual o1y €MOTON O0G HE Op. QUK. 23.01.057.081-2016, ki nu.15
Noepppiou 2016, 0t oYEOT| L TO TTI0 Tavw BEPA Kal PE TNV TTapouca cmOUUW va

aag TTANPOPOPHCW TC akoAoude:

1. S0 dpdpo 11 TOU wrepl Mpootaoiag Kol Awaygipiong Aypiwv Mvav Kal
Onpapdrwy Nopou 1ou 2003 (152(1)/2003) epetng «o NOPOS», ebdgio (1)

QUTOU QVAQEPETAL

«(1). Avagopixd  pe T BApa, OUNnYN Kot avdrwan aypiou TrTVou,
QITayopEVETal N xpron oTroIOUdHITOTE HEOOU, eyKaTaaTaong f P B6dou PAgIKAG N

un ETIAE KTIKAG OUAANWNG i Bavdrwong Tou UTTOPED va ITPOKUAETE! TOTTIKG TNV
cEapavion oTrolouBATIOTE EIBOUG aypiou TITNVOU 1 ™ geiwon Tou apiuou ot

1£1010 RABPS TOU VO oTreIAeiTal JE EaQavian. ».

2. Trrv Tapdypaeo (01) Tou £dAPIOY (2) avoQEpETar
«(2). Nwplg ETINPZAGHO NG yEVIKG Mg ToU sdagiouv (1), QTayopEsETal 1
Xpnon Twy aKkSAOUBWV pECWY CUANYNG A Bavdrwong:
() Bpoyo!, EOBENVES. OnALIEG, - s

Nogikr) Yonpeoia i1 Auporpatiog, AméAdi 1. 1403 NEYKQEIA
ThA. 22389700, dad. 22665060, email: ai.gen@law JOV-CX
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pAGE. 2/

kERAL] 4pbpo 11 ko GUYKEKPIPEVA oTa edded (1) xa (2) TTpOVOOUVTAl

ATy OPEVTELS ke avapiepouvTal sha Ta pEod gOMAWNE A BavaTWoNS Ay pIwv
TITTVAIV peTagyu 1V onoiwy gival kol Td coBepYS (rapGypaPos (o), £6GYI10 (2)

§podpo 11).

4. HuvGpEl TOU Appou 8 TG Odnyiag 209/147/EK, TTapay PaPOS (1) QvaQEPETAL:

«l. Qeov agopd T grpa, N oMW 1 M BrvaTwon Tinvy 910
TAaion g TEPOUTES ndnyiag, 16 KpATn uéNn arayopglouy T xphion
IOUBATIOTE WEUOY, E£yKQTQOTACEWNY fj PEBODWY pagikis i oxl ETIAEKTIKAG
GUNAAWEWS f BoVOTRUEWS, ) 1Ou prropel va T(POKONEDE! TomKka My
££aeavIan evoe £100US, Weitepa eKEivoy TWY péowy Trov qvagipovial
a0 TTXPAPTNHG IV, (o070 o1T0I0 'ﬂEpl)\dedVOVTO\ T E,()Bapvu).»‘

5. ErmpoobETd HUVGLEL TOU ApBpou 14 TG iBiag Qdnyias TTPOVOEITA! o
«Ta kpdm UERT un'opcnl\/ Vo TrEpouy QuaTPOTEPR PETRS 1Tpomcmicxg

Qrd QuUTE Tou yrpopAETTOVIOH amd v Tpovoa odnyia.».

& Mg pacn 10 gpTnia 0Us Qa TrpEnel 10 NopoBetiko oo Qv
gnogaoigel va Hraywpiae 18 topEpYa arrd 10 yTTOROITTA cn'a\lopsupéva
peoa gryjpeuarns He oROTO Ve BIAHOPOWIE! KATTOIEG SarhEeg rou
apopLIV quré 1o HEOO @ripeuong Y@ va eEelBikeuoel TV nipwpla

BrpeUeNG PE TN ypAoT LOREPYWY TRETTEL VEl EXEL yTron Ot

A i oxomolc aToEAeouaIKAG gpappioyg Tou Bixaioy ™G EE. , fa
*rmér'rre:\ oTa TPURTIKA NG Boukng va uTrdexel N qmopaitTn TEKNNPIWCT
QTG ™G HrapopuTToinang, apou 1u ¢ofepya AITOTEAOUV [N ETMIAEKTIRG pECO
Bavdtwang Kk guvemog B TpETEn VO amohoynBei i8Ik yiati

Bia TvO10U Ol TVGIVE
POOOTOIOUVICH O TGIVES YIG T F0BEpYa amé T dahka Eon

B. Hr i Ao T pEe )

; ekInpitoT) OO TPETIE VU £OpadeTal oTnV avaykn Tou UTTAPYE! KO

ka@uoTd £ ,- SV o - . e
oT1é £mBEBANMEVH TN SiopOTToinoOn yia wpORAEYN EiTE QUOTNP

oW EITE §TEKEDTE] /1 on &
. IREOTDWV YIC Trj XPNoM EOPEPYWY ETO1 WOTE VA ETNTEU Ogi
QTOTEACHOTIKOTEDT  £QapHOYR TG U el

gTEKTaoN TNG oXEg Odnyiag.

OTEPWY
(PIOTAPEVNG vopoBeoiag Ko kar’

. Oa TPETEN VX EXETE KUTO 5
PETTEN ViX EXETE KATA VOU OTI OKOTIOC MIGG TTOIVAG £V giTe 1) YEVIKN
g KN

0 A
G W EITE 56 KN p(.l)\ w \ i_)|(_1 p(‘la f; adik HG[U)V give KOIOO!G)\ Kd
'
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3
Anhadi] pio Towvh Ba TPETTEl va ETEVEQEyEl EiTE aTTOTPENTYIKG  EITE
KOTOOTAATIKA — TIMWPNTIKA.

A. SUVETIUC yiEs Vo BIpOPOTOIROETE EiTe TO UWOg gfre To €iBog TNg MoIviG Ba
wPEITE TEWToTa v BeBaiwdzite H1 pia TNV TpoTavopevn Tpomoreinorn Ba
ETITURETE 10 OTEX0 TOu £§opiopou utmpersl wa o, MNa va Beaiweire
Opweg, Ba TEEMEl v MPOXWENOETE O £Eaidikeupivn EpEUvd Vid T
GUYKEKPIPEVD PETRO TTOY 1FPOTEIVETE, 1 GTTola v karadeikvder O Ta pETpa
QuTd Eival amapaitnTa Kol BIKAIOAOYOUY TNV TPOTIOTOINGN £701 WJTE N
gpuployn Toug Bu réutmpeTias: Tov £mOIWKOHEVE TKOTG Kal OT1 EXOUV
gEeTaTEl KAl GAAEC £MAOVEG evahhakTikd o oTroieg kpiBrikav TEAKE We Wi
QTTOTEAEGUATIKES,

e

Aéva BLodt

AvwTepn AIKNYOPOS TNG A
yia | evikd Eioayyehéa
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