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NepiAnyn

H napovoa avadopd mopouctalel To TEAEUTALO EVPNUATA TOU CUVEXL{OUEVOU TIPOYPAULOTOG
mapakoAouBbnong tng mapavoung mayidevong mouAlwv tou BirdLife Cyprus (MTnvoAoylkog
Juvdeopog Kumpou) yla tnv dvolEn 2023. Emonpaivetal ot n avadopd autr amsuBuvetal
KUuplwg otoug umeBuUVoUG ota KEvTpa ANYPNG anodpAcewV Kal TOUG TIOALTIKOUG, LE OKOTIO TV
EVNUEPWON, TNV evacbntomoilnon Kot tnv Kwvntomoinon yla avaAndn mo amoteAECUATLKAG
S5pAonG yLot AVTLLETWITLON oUTOU TOU XPOVLIOU OLKOAOYLKOU TipoBARaTOC.

AUt elval n TETAPTN OUVEXOLEVN XPOVLA OMOU N avolElaTikn €peuva mopokoholBnong
nepl\appave €psuva eAéyxou onpeiwv (‘spot checks’). MNa tnv £épeuva nediov emAéxdnke éva
Oelypa evepywv tomoBeolwy mayideuong amod TG mPonyoUEVEG OVOLELATIKEG TIEPLOSOUG, OL
omoileg¢ eAéyxBnkav yla Tuxov Spaoctnplotnta  Tapdavoung Tmayidevong. ‘Etol,  Oev
mpaypatonolnOnke mMARPNG €psuva BAcesl Tou TPwTokOAou tou BirdLife Cyprus yla tnv
mapakoAouBbnon Twv emumESwv mayidevong. AUTO £yLVe TOGO AOYW TOU HELWHEVOU aVOPWILVOU
Suvapkol 000 Kal AOyw TNG UEWWUEVNC SpacTnplOTNTAG MAPAVOUNG Tayideuong Katd T
SLAPKELD TNG OVOLELATIKNG LETAVACTEUONC TO TEAEUTALA XpovLa.

JuvoAlka eAéyxBnkav 74 onueia, ek Twv omolwv dU0 KataypAdnKoV WG EVEPYA YLO TTAPAVOUN
nayidevon mouAwwv. H opada nediov katéypae emtda otnuéva E0BEpya 0To MPWTO ohpelo Kot
Téooepa otnuéva E6Bepya oto SelTepo onpelo.

Aev eival duvatov va e€axBolv OTOTIOTIKA BACLUO CUUTTEPACHOTA OXETLKA UE TIG TACELS TNG
nayidevonc ya tnv avolfn, Sedopévou OTL TO TIANPEG TIPWTOKOANO TtapakoAouBnong tou
BirdLife Cyprus &gv akolouBnBnke tnv Avolén tou 2023. Qotdoo, pe BAoN OMOKAELOTIKA TO
otolyeia mou cuAAEXBnkav oto medio daivetal otL Ta enineda nayidevong pe E6PBepya gival
oXed0V UNdevIKA, OMwe NTav Kot mépot. To BirdLife Cyprus miotevel 6TL autd ta TOAU XaunAd
enineda mayidevong pe E6Pepya opeilovtal ota e€wdiKa MPOOTIUA Ta omoia elval oAU uPnAd
v mepiodo tng avoléng kot &ekivouv amd 8000 supw yla TNV TAPAVOUN Tayideuon Kot
Bavdatwon mouvAlwv o€ KAeLOT Mepilodo kuvnylou. Ta teAeutaia xpovia Tnv dvolen ekd6Onkav
oA armAa vPnAd mpooTLUa, To omola £xouv otellel éva ekabapo pAvupa UNdevikng avoxng
KOTA TNC avolElaTikng moayideuong amodnunNTIKwy TOUALWY. Mol TTEUTTN CUVEXH XPOVLd TO
BirdLife Cyprus katéypale undevikr Spaotnpldétnta nayidsuong pe dixtua tnv Avolén.

Ta oAU xaunAd enineda nayiSeuong mou kataypddnkav auth Tnv dvolen sival éva Bripa npog
TN oWwoTH KatevBuvaon ylo VoL OTAUOTHOEL EVTEAWCG N Ttapdvopn nayibsuon pe E0Bepya Katd tn
Slapketa tng Avoléng. Qotdo0, EVW TA TIPOOTLUA YLa TV Tapdvopn rayiSsuon katd tn SlapKketla
NG AvolEng elvat uPNAA KOL ATTOTPETTIKA, T TTPOCTLUA VLA TNV TTAPAVOUN Ttayideuon Katd Tn
Slapkela tou PpOwonwpou Sev eival oUTE ATIOTPEMTIKA OUTE TWHWPNTIKA. Ta oAU YounAd
npooTIUA TIoU €Xouv Kaboplotel TG Ta&ng twv 200 supw yLa €wg Kat 72 E6Bepya £xouv otellel
€Vol LAVUHA QIOTIOWVIKOTIOINONG KOl OVOXNG OTOUG MAYLOEUTEG TTOU SpACTNPLOMOLOUVTAL TO
$dOwonwpo. Autd smPefalwvetal Kol amo tnv €peuva tou ¢Bwvomwpou tou 2022 Omou
kataypdpope e€ioov vPnAa enimeda yio ™ xprion £6Bepywv pe to $pOwoNWpo tou 2021. To
BirdLife Cyprus gAmtilel va 6L T OUVEXLON AUTWV TWV TIOAU YOUNAWY ETUUMESWV Ttayldeuong yla
Vv avolén tou 2024 Kot PETA, UE OTOXO TN KNOEVIKA Ttapdvoun mayidsuon oto dpeco péAov.
MapdAAnAa KAAOUUE TG KUTIPLAKEG OPXEC VAL AUENCOUV TA TTPOCTLUA YLa TNV Ttayldeuon He



E0Bepya to PpOWVOMTWPO, va katapynoouv tn Alota twv 14 ‘Aiyotepo mpooTATEUOUEVWY'
LETOVAOTEUTLKWV ELSWV KOL VA AUENTOUV TA TIPOCTLUA YA T BavATwon OAwv TwV EL6WV TTNVWVY
og 2000 supw ava TNVO, OTWC ATAV TIPONYOUUEVWG.

Tnv avolélatikn épeuva mapakohouBnong yla to 2023 xpnuatodotnoe n NABU (BirdLife otn
lepuavia) kat To RSPB (BirdLife oto Hvwuévo Bacilelo).



Summary

This report presents the latest findings of the on-going BirdLife Cyprus surveillance programme
on illegal bird trapping, relating to the spring 2023 season. As ever, it is highlighted here that
this report is mainly aimed at top decision makers and politicians, with the aim of informing,
raising awareness and generating momentum for more effective action to tackle this chronic
ecological problem.

For the fourth consecutive year, our Spring survey consisted of a ‘spot check’ survey, whereby a
sample of active trapping sites from the previous spring seasons were selected and checked for
activity. So, a full survey following the BirdLife Cyprus trapping monitoring protocol was not
undertaken. This was done due to limited resources and because of reduced spring trapping in
recent years.

Overall, 74 locations were checked and out of these, two sites were found to be active with
illegal bird trapping activity taking place. Our field team recorded 7 set limesticks at one site,
and 4 set limesticks at the other site.

It is not possible to draw statistically robust conclusions about the trends for spring trapping
activity, since the standard monitoring protocol of BirdLife Cyprus was not followed for spring
2023. However, based solely on the data collected, it appears that trapping with limesticks in
spring 2023 has reached very low levels, similarly to last year. BirdLife Cyprus believes that these
very low levels of springtime limestick trapping are due to the large fines for Spring trapping
which start at 8,000 Euros for the illegal killing of birds during a closed hunting season. The
handing out of multiple large fines over the last few spring seasons, has sent a clear message to
would be springtime trappers. For the fifth year in a row, BirdLife Cyprus recorded zero trapping
activity with mistnets in spring.

The very low trapping levels recorded this season are a step in the right direction towards ending
trapping with limesticks in Spring. However, while fines for trapping in spring are high and
deterrent, fines for Autumn limestick trapping are neither deterrent nor punitive. The very low
fines that have been set, at only 200 Euros for up to 72 limesticks, have sent a message of
decriminalization and tolerance to the autumn trappers. This is supported by the autumn 2022
survey findings, which showed that limestick trapping remained at similarly high levels as for
autumn 2021. BirdLife Cyprus hopes to see the continuation of these very low trapping levels
for Spring in 2024 and onwards, aiming to have zero bird trapping in the near future. Moreover,
we call upon the Cyprus authorities to increase the fines for limestick trapping in Autumn, to
abolish the list of 14 ‘less protected’ migratory species and to increase fines for the killing of all
birds to 2,000 Euros per bird, as it was previously.

The costs for the 2023 spring survey were covered by NABU (the BirdLife International partner
in Germany), and the RSPB (BirdLife in UK).



1. Overview of bird trapping in Cyprus

Trapping with non-selective methods (mist nets and limesticks) and the trade of trapped wild
birds have been prohibited since 1974 under Cyprus legislation, when the ‘Protection and
Development of Game and Wild Birds Law of 1974 (39/1974)’ was introduced®. Moreover, in
1988, Cyprus ratified the 1979 Bern Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and
Natural Habitats, adopting a long list of birds as protected, including the Blackcap (Sylvia
atricapilla), hence prohibiting the killing (hunting) and consumption of Blackcaps (Blackcaps are
the main target species of illegal bird trapping in autumn in Cyprus). With Cyprus joining the EU
in 2004, EU Birds Directive (2009/147/EC, formerly 79/409/EEC) was transposed into Cyprus Law
N. 152(1)/2003, prohibiting anew the use of non-selective methods including mist nets,
limesticks and calling devices, as well as the possession of trapping equipment, trapped birds
and the trading and eating of trapped birds.

Historically, trapped birds — mostly Blackcaps - were a food supplement for what were mostly
poor island inhabitants living off the land. The practice of bird trapping in Cyprus has been
recorded in historical documents from the Middle Ages and even earlier times. However,
trapping as practiced in Cyprus today bears no relation to historical ‘tradition’.

Nowadays, bird trapping in Cyprus is widespread and extensive, contributing to the large-scale
killing of hundreds of thousands of migratory and wintering birds. Survey records show that 157
bird species have been found trapped in mist nets or on limesticks, of which 90 are listed as
conservation priority species under the EU Birds Directive and/or by BirdLife International?. This
is a clear indication of the non-selective nature of these methods. This illegal activity has become
a profitable business controlled to a large extent by the ‘big’ trappers who are often also
involved in organised crime. The Cyprus Game & Fauna Service have recently estimated this
illegal business to be valued in the order of 10 million Euros per year?.

Apart from the extensive use of non-selective methods for illegal bird trapping in Cyprus,
organised trappers nowadays use illegal electronic calling devices that imitate the calls of
migratory birds. These calling devices are normally operated at night, luring the birds into the
trapping sites and hence increasing the illegal catch. An academic study undertaken in Cyprus
has shown that the use of electronic calling devices (song playback) is highly effective in luring
birds towards trapping sites (Sebastianelli M. et al, 2020). The findings of this study showed that
playback not only increased the number of individuals of target species captured by six to eight
times, but also significantly increased bycatch. The study authors concluded that: ‘Our findings
thus show that in contrast to popular belief that tape lures are a selective trapping method, they
also lead to increased captures of non-target species, which can include species of conservation
concern’. Calling devices can often be heard easily from hundreds of metres away from trapping

! The specific articles of Law 39/1974 that prohibited the trapping and trade of wild birds include: Article
10 (‘prohibition of hunting etc. of certain bird species’, without including the blackcap either in the
protected or the game species), Article 14 (‘prohibition of offering game or wild birds in restaurants
etc.’) and Article 15 (‘prohibition of the use of light projectors, traps, luring methods, limesticks and
flushing of birds).

2 BirdLife Cyprus ‘List of birds recorded trapped in mist nets and on limesticks’ found here.

3 Data source: Game and Fauna Service Facebook post (12t July 2023) regarding the signing of a
Memorandum of Cooperation between the Game and Fauna Service and the Cyprus Police.


https://birdlifecyprus.org/species-affected-by-trapping/

sites at night, highlighting the extensive use of calling devices and their intensity within the
trapping areas.

This report presents the results for spring 2023 survey. It should be noted that during spring
illegal trappers target mainly Blackcaps (Sylvia atricapilla), although other migrating songbirds
are also taken. Trapped birds are either served as expensive ambelopoulia ‘delicacies’ in local
restaurants or are sold or used for home consumption.



2. BirdLife Cyprus surveillance programme

BirdLife Cyprus is a non-profit NGO working for the protection and conservation of birds, their
habitats and wider biodiversity, and is the Partner of BirdLife International in Cyprus. With
support from the RSPB (BirdLife in UK), BirdLife Cyprus has undertaken a systematic surveillance
programme of illegal bird trapping in Cyprus since autumn 2002, providing a long record of
trapping activity and giving the NGO a very good measure of expertise on the issue. The
surveillance programme follows a ‘Bird Trapping Monitoring Protocol’ that was developed by
BirdLife Cyprus and the RSPB, in consultation with the Cyprus Game & Fauna Service and the
British Sovereign Base Area (SBA) police at the start of the programme. Figure 1 shows the main
areas of bird trapping; monitoring is concentrated in the two areas (numbered 1 and 2) where
extensive trapping takes place:

1. Kokkinochoria area (Eastern Larnaca/Famagusta area) — this area also includes the
Dhekelia Eastern Sovereign Base (ESBA) area), and

2. Ayios Theodoros and Maroni area (Western Larnaca).

General Trapping Areas Cyprus

Sector

[ 1. kokkinochoria (LarnacalFamagusta Area)
[ 2 Ayios Theodoros-Maroni Area
[ 3 it Avea

[ 4 uthrodentas Area

[ 5.1re0d0s Area

[ 6. solea vatiey

D 7. Marathasa Valley

[ & kempos valiey

[J s Axamas Area

[ 10. Peyeia area

ated by BirdLife Cyprus, 2020
40 Kilometer:
Larl, Dl edbs, Goolys, Eatuby Geoprpilce, CHIRH) 8, USDA, USSS, AsroGRID, I8, and
Usar Commurilly

Figure 1. Map of Cyprus showing the main trapping areas

Although trapping is also an issue in other areas of Cyprus, the survey efforts focus on these two
main areas due to resource limitations and because they hold the highest trapping activity.



It is worth noting that BirdLife Cyprus did not undertake a complete field survey for the spring
2023 season as described in its monitoring protocol®, but rather a ‘spot check’ survey. Hence the
results are not comparable, and so statistically robust conclusions cannot be drawn. A similar
‘spot check’ survey has been carried out during winter for the past ten seasons. This is the fourth
year that BirdLife Cyprus has used this simpler survey method for the spring anti-trapping field
season, primarily because trapping levels with mistnets in spring have been reducing year on
year to the point where it there has been zero trapping with mistnets recorded since the 2019
season. Hence, Birdlife Cyprus re-evaluated its resources and methodology and it was decided
that a simpler but more targeted survey would be undertaken, checking locations that were
found active by both Birdlife Cyprus and CABS in the last three spring seasons (2020, 2021, 2022).
As well as this, a greater focus was placed on selecting limestick trapping sites, as trapping with
mistnets appears to have stopped altogether in Spring in recent years.

The project is undertaken in close co-operation with the Game & Fauna Service and the SBA
Police. When trapping paraphernalia is found, the BirdLife Cyprus team contacts and reports
them to the relevant enforcement authorities. It should be noted that the BirdLife Cyprus
observers never confront suspected trappers and never remove trapping paraphernalia.

BirdLife Cyprus would like to express its particular thanks to the RSPB (BirdLife in UK) for
supporting the project financially since the beginning in 2002. Furthermore, BirdLife Cyprus
would like to thank NABU (the BirdLife International partner in Germany) for their financial
support since 2013 onwards. Finally, BirdLife Cyprus would like to thank the volunteers that
helped in the monitoring survey and the gathering of the field data in spring 2023.

4 For more information regarding the surveillance programme of BirdLife Cyprus, read the latest autumn
2022 trapping report here.


https://birdlifecyprus.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2023/02/BirdLife-Cyprus_Autumn_2022_Trapping_report-FINAL-for-Publication.pdf

3. Results

Field survey: the spring 2023 spot check survey of trapping sites was carried out during the
month of April, with seven days of fieldwork in total. As already mentioned, BirdLife Cyprus
did not undertake a complete survey following the standard survey protocol for this season,
in order to utilise its limited resources on awareness raising and other campaigning activities
as well. However, in order to maintain an insight of the spring trapping situation a ‘spot
check’ survey was undertaken— it should be noted that ‘spot check’ field surveys have been
carried out for winter monitoring for a number of years already. A proportion of the sites
selected were from the Committee Against Bird Slaughter (CABS) database, and it should be
noted that a large majority of the sites checked were associated with limestick trapping in
the past (rather than mistnet setting) and most of them found active over the last three
spring seasons (2020, 2021, 2022). It was ensured that the selected sites covered both the
Republic of Cyprus (covering both Ayios Theodoros & Maroni and East Larnaca & Famagusta
areas) and the Dhekelia Sovereign Base Area (SBA). All active trapping locations were
reported to the relevant enforcement authorities, either the SBA Police Anti-poaching unit
or the Cyprus Game & Fauna Service, depending on the location of the finds.

Summary of field findings: In total, 74 locations were checked, 60 within the Republic of

Cyprus and 14 within the Dhekelia SBA. Two active limestick trapping sites were detected,
both of which were within the Republic of Cyprus. At one location 7 limesticks were found
set in a mulberry tree, while at the other location 4 limesticks were found set in a loquat
tree. For the fifth spring season in a row, zero mistnetting activity was recorded.

Spring trapping activity: It is not possible to use the 2023 field data to draw any statistically

reliable long-term trends for spring trapping activity. Firstly, this is the fourth year that
BirdLife did not follow the standard monitoring protocol for the spring survey, hence our
field data are not comparable with the previous survey seasons. Secondly, this new survey
method, which was adopted in Spring 2020, focusses on selecting sites where trapping has
been detected in the last three spring trapping seasons (2020, 2021, 2022). And thirdly,
almost all sites checked this season were associated with limestick trapping, rather than mist
netting sites which our survey usually focuses on. Our data from previous spring seasons
showed a large decrease in mist netting activity during spring, which is an encouraging
development, while trapping with limesticks is still taking place in small numbers.



e Table 1 summarizes the field data for the spring surveys that BirdLife Cyprus has undertaken
(Note: Data for the last four years are not strictly comparable to the data from 2011-2019,

as explained above).

Table 1. Summary of spring field data of mist netting activity 2011-2023

2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018 | 2019 | 2020 | 2021 | 2022 | 2023
Total squares checked 41 40 40 40 40 40 38 42 41 69! 74% 74% 741
Total active net rides (m) 1475 | 387 669 | 908 | 190 | 120 | 101 53 0 0 0 0 0
Mist nets in situ (no) 18 12 5 7 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Limesticks found set up 0 142 5 26 0 4 0 0 4 11 57 2 11
Sites found active 0 4 1 2 0 1 0 0 1 8 10 3 2

Note 1: This is the number of locations checked (not number of squares surveyed).

e Trapping under different jurisdictions for Spring 2023:

©)

O

For Republic areas, two limestick trapping sites were found active, with a total of

eleven limesticks found set at both sites.

For the SBA areas, no trapping sites were found active.

e Enforcement:

BirdLife Cyprus reported the active trapping sites detected during the survey to the relevant

competent authorities.

o SBA Police anti-poaching unit feedback:

O

No active locations were found.
Game & Fauna Service (GFS):

Two active locations were reported to the GFS. No further feedback was
provided.




4. Conclusions

BirdLife Cyprus undertook a ‘spot check’ survey in April 2023 for a period of seven days in total,
checking 74 locations. These locations were selected from a dataset of trapping sites, a majority
of which were limestick trapping sites, where spring trapping activity was recorded in the last
three years. Out of these 74 locations, two active limestick trapping sites were recorded where
eleven limesticks were found set.

This is the fourth season that this survey method is applied by BirdLife Cyprus for the field
monitoring of spring trapping. No mist net trapping activity was recorded, for the fifth season in
a row, which is a very positive development. While the results from different years are not
comparable statistically, data collected this season showed that trapping with limesticks has
reached very low levels. This reduction in spring trapping is welcomed, and is likely due to the
deterrent fines for spring trapping, which start at 8,000 Euros for the illegal killing of birds during
a closed hunting season. However, while spring trapping with limesticks has been reducing over
the years, our monitoring data shows this is not the case when it comes to trapping with
limesticks in autumn. Limestick trapping levels in autumn 2022 remained at similarly high levels
to autumn 2021. We attribute this to the very low fines for limestick trapping offences -only 200
Euros for up to 72 limesticks, as well as to a change to the law in December 2020. This change
to the “Protection and Management of Wild Birds and Game Species” law introduced a list of 14
species of birds for which the illegal killing, with limesticks or shooting, carries a very non-
punitive, and non-deterrent fine of 200 Euros for up to 50 birds. This has sent a message of
decriminalisation to trappers and poachers, with regards to the trapping and killing of migratory
songbirds in autumn. Spring is considered a closed hunting season, for the reason that it is the
breeding period for almost all birds. Killing birds in spring causes more damage to a species than
if they were to die in Autumn, due to the fact that adult birds dying will mean that chicks will be
left without food and will also die. This is the reason why fines for illegal killing of birds in Spring
are so much higher, and much more deterrent.

BirdLife Cyprus hopes to see a further reduction in limestick use in Spring 2024. Moreover, we
call upon the Cyprus authorities to increase the fines for limestick trapping in Autumn, to abolish
the list of 14 ‘less protected’ species and to increase fines for the killing of all birds to 2,000 Euros
per bird, as it was previously.
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Appendix 1

Survey data for spring 2023
Evidence of illegal bird trapping activity from the ‘spot check’ survey

Confidential Information. Only provided upon approval of request



Appendix 2

Estimation of numbers of birds caught during spring 2023
The following key assumptions are applied for the estimation of the birds killed:

e 12 metres is the assumed average length for a mist net

e 20 birds are caught per 12-m net per day (Magnin, 1986 )

e 0.5 birds are caught per limestick per day

e 60 days is the duration of the trapping period for spring and autumn seasons

e 50% scaling factor — applied for spring estimates to account for a lower number of migrating birds
passing via Cyprus compared to the autumn

e 405 are the possible bird trapping squares within the survey area as identified from the surveillance
programme in 2007 (the random sample of squares surveyed by BirdLife Cyprus is taken from these
405 squares)

e 75% of illegal trapping activity for all of Cyprus takes place within the survey area (based on input from
enforcement authorities and other experts)

e Net ride categories ‘ANN’ (Active No Nets), ‘ASN’ (Active Set Nets) and ‘AUN’ (Active Unset Nets) nets
are assumed that they are active every day during the trapping season (read Appendix 1 for details on
net ride classification).

o Note: Net ride category ‘P’ (Prepared) is not taken into account for the estimation of numbers
of birds killed anymore, following the recommendation of BTO science experts (BTO report,
July 2015) to revise slightly the equation.

Using the above assumptions, the bird death toll is estimated as follows for spring 2023:

For nets = No mistnet rides were detected during the spring 2022 survey

For limesticks = (Total number of limesticks found) x (0.5 birds per limestick per day) x (length of trapping
season in days) x (50% scaling factor)

=11x0.5x60x50%

= 165 birds caught within the survey area on limesticks

In total 165 birds could have been killed on limesticks found set within the survey area during spring
2023.



