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Nepidnyn

H mnapovoa avoadopd mapouctdalel Ta TEAsUTAIA EUPAMATA TOU TIPOYPOUMOTOG
napakoAoUBOnaong tng mapdavoung nayibeuong mouAlwv tou BirdLife Cyprus, yla tn Xelepvi
nepiobo 2023-24. Emonuaivetal otL N avadopd auth amoteivetal otoug unelBuvoug ota
kKévipa ANYNG amoddcewv KoL TOUG TIOALTIKOUG, HE OKOTMO TNV E€vnuépwon, TNV
guaLodnTomoinaen Kot TNV KLVNTOmoinon yLa Mo omoTEAECUATLKN TTATAEN AUTOU TOU XPOVIOU
OLKOAOYLKOU TIPOPBARUOTOG.

ZnUeLwveTOL OTL amd tn Xeepvn mepiodo mayideuong tou 2014, to BirdLife Cyprus &ev
Slevepyel mAnpn é£peuva mediou, cav oauth Tou yivetal to ¢GOWOMWPO, KAl OMWG
TEPLYPADETAL OTO TPWIOKOAAO TOU TPOYPAUUATOC TapakoAoUBnong tng mMopAVOUNG
nayidevong mouAwwv. Avti autou, yla va £xel pa EekaBapn €lkOva TNG KATAOTOONG TNG
XEWMEPVAG Ttayidevong, Olevepyel €heyxo oe Seiypa onueiwv (spot checks) omou
kataypddnke mayidevon og mponyoUpeva Xpovia.

JUVOAIKA KOTA TN XEldepvn mepiodo 2022-23, eAéyxBnkav 99 onueia, ek Twv omoiwv 16
KataypadnKav wg EVEPYA yLo Tapavopn mayideuvon mouAwv. H opdada mediou katéypae 39
evepy£g Slodpopeg yia Sixtua (Sladpoueg os meplOXEG Pe akokieg | AAANn BAdotnon TX.
TIOPTOKAAEWVEC, EAALWVEC, OTou PBpLBnkav Sixtua 1 supnuota OTL yivetal rayidevon), Ue
OUVOALKO pnKkog 809 pétpa.

Mapoho mou Sev eival duvatov va e€axbolv oTATIOTIKA BACLUEG TAOELG YL TA XELLEPLVA
enineda nmayidevuong movAwwv, adou dev éylve MANPNG €psuva Tediou OMwC MeplypadeTal
OTO TIPWTOKOAAO TOU TPOoypAupaTOg TtapakoAolBnong tou BirdLife Cyprus, ta suprjpota
QUTNAG TNG XEWMEPWVAC Teplddou UTobelkVUOUY OTL N Tapdvoun mayibeuon pe dixtua
auéndnke og clyKPLON E TNV TTEPOLVA XELWLEPLVN Ttepiodo (2022-23). ITnV MPOYUATIKOTNTA,
autd fAtoav ta vPnidtepa enineda mayideuong mou £xouv Kataypadel amd T XEWEPLVA
nepiodo 2014-15. Avegdptnta amd TNV AMOTEAECUATIKOTNTA EMBOANG TOU VOUOU Ao TIG
opuOSleg apxEg, eival emiong oNUAVILKO VO EMIONUAVOULE OTL TA €MIMeESa XELUEPWVAG
nayidevong ennpedlovrol oAU amd toug aplBpolg TolyAwv mou Slaxslpudlouv oto vnot
KaBw¢ Kal amd TG KAlPKEG ouvOnkeg. Tov xewwwva 2023-2024, cUpdwva pe ta apxeia
TITNVOTOPOTPNONG HOg, TEEpaoav peydlol aplBuol toyAwv amo tv Kumpo.

Kowafovtag to 2023 ouvoAwKad, Ko pe Baon T kataypadeg tou BirdLife Cyprus yua tnv
avolén, ¢POWONWPOo Kol XELMWVO, EKTLLATAL, GUVINPNTIKA, OTL yia Tto 2023, pmopel va
BavatwBnkav cuvoAikd yUpw ota 603 000 mouAld eartiag tng napavoung nayidevong o
oAOkAnpn thv KUmpo, og ocUykplon He ta 460 000 XIALASEG TTOUALA TTOU EKTLHOUE OTL Uopei
va okotwonkav to 2022. Aut n cuvoAkn avénon odeiletal otnv avénon tng nayidsuong
e Sixtva mou kataypadnke 1o POwOnwWpPo tou 2023 OTIC MEPLOXEG TWV BpeTavikKwv
Bdoswv (SBA). Mpwv ano tnv £vapén tng neplodou nayidsuong tov @Owonwpou 2023, n
OLOTUVOULKN povada katd tng AabpoBnpiag tng SBA HeLwONKE onUAVTIKA o€ LEYeBOG. Auth
N MEPLOPLOUEVN SLWKTLKN Spdon Kot mapoucia oto nedio mBavov va odRynoe ce avgnon
™G nayidevong pe dixtua evtdg twv Bpetavikwv Baoswv AskéAelag, KATL ov to BirdLife
Cyprus gixe npoPA£PeL. Zuvapa, evtog TG KunmpLakng Anpokpatiog to mpootipata ylo thv
nayideuon pe dixtua eival amoteAeocpaTIKA, WG Eva Badud, otn peiwon Twv emnMédwv
nayideuong. Qotdo0, Ta TTOAU XOUNAGQ tpooTIa yia TV XprRon §0Bepywv Sgv €Xouv Tto 1610
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anotéleopa, Onwe eixe mnpoeswdonowost to BirdLife Cyprus otav YPndiotnkav ot
Xahapwoel tov Aekéupplo 2020 otnv oXeTtiky vopoBecia «Mepi MNpootaciog Kat
Awaxeipong Aypiwv MNtnvwv Kat Onpapdatwv NOopo». OswpoUE OTL AUTO £XEL HeTadEPEL
£€va UAVULO «QITOTIOLVLIKOTIOiNoNG» Kal avoxXng ooov adopd tnv nayibevon pe {6pepya,
onovu ta enineda napépewvav PnAd ya to powonwpo tou 2023. NapaAAnla, onueltwdnKe
Hia avénon otov apLlOpo TWV ORAS WV 0OPYAVWHEVWV TtayLldeuTtwv— tolaitepa otnv Enapyia
Adpvakoag.

To KOOTOG TNG XEWWEPLVNG €peuvag 2023-24 kaAudOnke amo tn NABU (BirdLife otn Mepuavia)
kat tnv RSPB (BirdLife oto Hvwuévo Baoilelo). Autol ol ouvepydreg tou BirdLife kaBwg kat to
BirdLife Europe umootnpilouv tnv ekotpateia pag €VAVTIA OTNV TtapAvopn mayidsuon
TIOUALWV ylo OPKETA XPOVLa, TOOO0 HECW EUKALPLWY XPNUATOSOTNONG 000 KAl HECW TNG
gvaloBbntomnoinong Tou KowoU, SleBvwg, OXeTIKA He auTo To BEpa. To BirdLife Cyprus eival
EUYVWHWV YLO TN GUVEYXT, LOKPOXPOVLA UTIOOTHPLEN TOUC.



Summary

This report presents the latest findings of the on-going BirdLife Cyprus surveillance
programme on illegal bird trapping, relating to the winter 2023-24 season. This report is
mainly aimed at top decision makers and politicians, with the aim of informing, raising
awareness and generating momentum for more effective action to tackle this chronic
ecological problem.

It is worth noting that since the 2014 winter trapping season, BirdLife has not undertaken a
complete survey following the standard survey protocol used in Autumn surveys. Instead, in
order to have a reliable insight into the winter trapping situation, a spot check survey is
undertaken, whereby a sample of previously recorded trapping sites is checked for bird
trapping activity.

Overall, 99 locations were checked during the winter 2023-24 season and out of these, 16
sites were found to be active with illegal bird trapping. The field team recorded 39 active net
rides for mist-netting (cleared “runs” in acacia plantations or other habitats e.g. orchards, olive
trees, either holding nets or where there was clear evidence of preparation for the setting
and/or use of nets), which summed up to a length of 809 metres.

Although it is not possible to draw reliable conclusions about the long-term trends for winter
trapping activity, since the standard monitoring protocol of BirdLife Cyprus is not followed for
the winter, the findings from this season’s survey suggest a large increase in trapping levels
compared to the 2022-23 season. In fact, these were the highest levels of trapping recorded
since the winter 2014-15 season. Regardless of the effectiveness of law enforcement by the
relevant authorities, it is also important to point out that winter trapping levels are also heavily
affected by the numbers of Song Thrush migrating and wintering on the island as well as
weather conditions, and so are not solely dependent on enforcement effectiveness. In winter
2023-24, according to our birdwatching records, there were large numbers of wintering thrush
in Cyprus.

Looking at 2023 as a whole, and based on BirdLife Cyprus field data gathered for spring,
autumn and winter seasons, it is estimated that around 603,000 birds could have been killed
across the whole island, in comparison to the 2022 estimate of 460,000 birds. This overall
increase is due to an increase in mist-netting recorded in Autumn 2023 in the SBA areas.
Before the start of the Autumn 2023 trapping season, the SBA police anti-poaching unit was
reduced in size substantially. This limited enforcement action on the ground, may have led
to an increase in trapping within the Eastern Sovereign Base area, something which BirdLife
Cyprus had warned would happen. Regarding the Republic of Cyprus, fines for mist-net
trapping are effective, to a degree, in decreasing levels of mist-netting. However, the very
low fines for limestick use have the opposite effect, as BirdLife Cyprus had warned when a
series of relaxations were passed in December 2020 to the “Protection and Management of
Wild Birds and Game Species” law. We believe this has conveyed a message of
“decriminalization” and tolerance regarding trapping with limesticks. This likely explains
why limestick trapping remained high. As well as this, an increase in small organised
trapping groups/gangs was noted — particularly in the Larnaca District.



The costs for the winter 2023-24 survey were covered by NABU (BirdLife in Germany), and the
RSPB (BirdLife in UK). These BirdLife partners as well as BirdLife Europe have been supporting
our illegal bird trapping campaign over a number of years, both via funding opportunities and
by raising international awareness regarding this issue. BirdLife Cyprus is grateful for their
continued, long-term support.



1. Overview of bird trapping in Cyprus

Trapping with non-selective methods (mist nets and limesticks) and the trade of wild birds
have been prohibited since 1974 under Cyprus legislation, when the ‘Protection and
Management of Game and Wild Birds Law of 1974 (39/1974)’ was introduced?. Moreover, in
1988 Cyprus ratified the 1979 Bern Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and
Natural Habitats, adopting a long list of birds as protected, including the Blackcap (Sylvia
atricapilla), hence prohibiting the killing (hunting) and consumption of Blackcaps (Blackcaps
are the main target species of illegal bird trapping in autumn in Cyprus, whereas in winter the
main target species is the Song Thrush Turdus philomelos). With Cyprus joining the EU in 2004,
the EU Birds Directive (2009/147/EC, formerly 79/409/EEC) was transposed into Cyprus Law
N. 152(1)/2003, prohibiting anew the use of non-selective methods including mist nets,
limesticks and calling devices, as well as the possession of trapping equipment, trapped birds
and the trading and eating of trapped birds.

Historically, trapped birds — mostly Blackcaps - were a food supplement for what were mostly
poor island inhabitants living off the land. The practice of bird trapping in Cyprus has been
recorded in historical documents from the Middle Ages and even earlier times. However,
trapping as practiced in Cyprus today bears no relation to historical ‘tradition’.

Nowadays, bird trapping in Cyprus is widespread and extensive, contributing to the large-scale
killing of hundreds of thousands of migratory and wintering birds. Survey records show that
157 bird species have been found trapped in mist nets or on limesticks, of which 90 are listed
as conservation priority species under the EU Birds Directive and/or by BirdLife International?.
This is a clear indication of the non-selective nature of these methods. This illegal activity has
become a profitable business controlled to a large extent by the ‘big’ trappers who are often
also involved in organised crime. The Cyprus Game and Fauna Service have recently estimated
this illegal business to be valued in the order of 10 million Euros per year®.

Apart from the extensive use of non-selective methods for illegal bird trapping in Cyprus,
trappers nowadays use illegal electronic calling devices that imitate the calls of migratory birds
(song playback). These calling devices are normally operated at night, luring the birds into the
trapping sites and hence increasing the illegal catch. An academic study undertaken in Cyprus
has shown that the use of electronic calling devices is highly effective in luring birds towards
trapping sites (Sebastianelli M. et al 2020)*. The findings of this study showed that playback
not only increased the number of individuals of target species captured by six to eight times,
but also significantly increased bycatch. The study authors concluded that: ‘Our findings thus
show that in contrast to popular belief that tape lures are a selective trapping method, they
also lead to increased captures of non-target species, which can include species of

! The specific articles of Law 39/1974 that prohibited the trapping and trade of wild birds include:
Article 10 (‘prohibition of hunting etc. of certain bird species’, without including the blackcap either in
the protected or the game species), Article 14 (‘prohibition of offering game or wild birds in
restaurants etc.’) and Article 15 (‘prohibition of the use of light projectors, traps, luring methods,
limesticks and flushing of birds).

2 BirdLife Cyprus ‘List of birds recorded trapped in mist nets and on limesticks’ found here.

3 Data source: Game and Fauna Service Facebook post (12th July 2023) regarding the signing of a
Memorandum of Cooperation between the Game and Fauna Service and the Cyprus Police.

4 The study can be found here.


https://birdlifecyprus.org/species-affected-by-trapping
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/339947632_Tape_lures_swell_bycatch_on_a_Mediterranean_island_harbouring_illegal_bird_trapping

conservation concern’. These calling devices can often be heard from hundreds of metres
away from trapping sites at night, highlighting the extensive use of calling devices and their
intensity within the trapping areas.

This report presents the results for winter 2023-24 survey. It should be noted that during
winter the illegal trappers target mainly wintering Song thrushes (Turdus philomelos), in
contrast to spring and autumn seasons, when the main target species are Blackcaps (Sylvia
atricapilla) and other migrant songbirds. Trapped birds are either served as expensive
‘delicacies’ in local restaurants or sold for home consumption.



2. BirdLife Cyprus surveillance programme

BirdLife Cyprus is a non-profit NGO working for the protection and conservation of birds, their
habitats and wider biodiversity, and is the Partner of BirdLife International in Cyprus. With
support from the RSPB (BirdLife in UK), and NABU (BirdLife in Germany), BirdLife Cyprus has
undertaken a systematic surveillance programme of illegal bird trapping in Cyprus since
autumn 2002, providing a long record of trapping activity and giving the NGO a very good
measure of expertise on the issue. The surveillance programme follows a ‘Bird Trapping
Monitoring Protocol’ that was developed by BirdLife Cyprus and the RSPB, in consultation with
the Cyprus Game & Fauna Service and the British Sovereign Base Area (SBA) police at the start
of the programme. shows the main areas of bird trapping; monitoring is concentrated in the
two areas (numbered 1 and 2) where extensive trapping takes place:

1. Kokkinochoria area (Eastern Larnaca/Famagusta area) — this area also includes the
Dhekelia Eastern Sovereign Base (ESBA) area), and

2. Ayios Theodoros and Maroni area (Western Larnaca).

General Trapping Areas Cyprus

Sector
] 1. Kokkinochoria (LarnacalFamagusta Area)
[ 2 Ayios Theodoros-Maroni Area

]2 ktiavea

[ 4 wthrodontas Area
[ 5.7rc0d0s Area
[ s solea vatiey
E 7. Marathasa Valley
] &. kampos vaiiey
[ 5. Axamas Area
[ 10. Peyeia area

0 Ki Map created by BirdLife Cyprus, 2020
40 Kilometer:
s, Ceoliys, Eatuty Geopruphics, CHNELMGm DS, USDA, UBDSE
"

Figure 1. Map of Cyprus showing the main trapping areas

Although trapping is also an issue in other areas of Cyprus, the survey efforts focus on these
two main areas due to resource limitations and because they hold the highest trapping
activity.



It is worth noting that BirdLife Cyprus did not undertake a complete field survey for the winter
2023-24 season as described in its monitoring protocol®, but rather a ‘spot check’ survey. This
is the tenth consecutive winter season that BirdLife Cyprus has used this simpler survey
method, primarily due to limited resources (data from prior field surveys are presented in
Appendix 3). This method involves undertaking spot checks at trapping sites, randomly
selected and stratified to ensure a representative coverage of areas under the SBA
Administration and the Republic of Cyprus, in order to get an overall picture of winter

trapping.

The project is undertaken in close co-operation with the Game & Fauna Service and the SBA
Police. When trapping paraphernalia is found, the BirdLife Cyprus team contacts and reports
them to the relevant enforcement authorities. It should be noted that the BirdLife Cyprus
observers never confront suspected trappers and never remove trapping paraphernalia.

BirdLife Cyprus would like to express its particular thanks to RSPB (BirdLife in UK) for
supporting the project financially since the beginning in 2002. Furthermore, BirdLife Cyprus
would like to thank NABU (BirdLife in Germany) for their financial support since 2013 onwards,
as well as BirdLife Europe for their continued support towards our anti-trapping campaign.
Finally, BirdLife Cyprus would like to thank the volunteer that helped in the monitoring survey
and the gathering of the field data.

5> For more information regarding the surveillance programme of BirdLife Cyprus, read the latest
autumn 2023 trapping report here.
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https://birdlifecyprus.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2024/03/BirdLife-Cyprus_Autumn_2023_Trapping_report-FINAL_for-Publication.pdf

3. Results

Field survey: the winter 2023-24 spot check survey of trapping sites was carried out from
the middle to the end of January, with nine days of field work in total. As already stated,
a spot check survey was undertaken, checking a percentage of trapping sites where mist-
netting activity had been detected in the past®, as well as some sites which the Committee
Against Bird Slaughter (CABS) had found activity in the previous winter season. The sites
were randomly selected for the field survey in order to cover both the Republic of Cyprus
(covering both Ayios Theodoros & Maroni and East Larnaca & Famagusta areas) and the
Dhekelia Sovereign Base Area - SBA. In order to utilise resources more efficiently, the
survey effort for the 2023-24 trapping season was reduced. However, in order to maintain
an overall picture of the winter trapping status, locations which have been found active
year on year were selected and surveyed, while also making sure that there was
representative coverage of locations across both jurisdictions. All active trapping locations
were reported to the relevant enforcement authorities, either the SBA Police Anti-
poaching unit or the Cyprus Game & Fauna Service, depending on the location of the finds.

Summary of field findings: In total, 99 locations were checked, 69 within the Republic of
Cyprus and 30 within the Dhekelia Sovereign Base Area (SBA). 16 active mist-netting sites

were detected. Within these active sites, the field team recorded 39 active net rides for
mist-netting (cleared “runs” in acacia plantations or other habitats e.g. orchards, olive
trees, either holding nets or where there was clear evidence of preparation for the setting
and/or use of nets), which summed up to a length of 809 metres (seven of the active
netrides were classified as ‘Prepared’’, while the other 32 netrides were classified as
Active No Net netrides®).

Winter trapping activity: While it is not possible to use the field data to draw any

statistically reliable long-term trends for winter trapping activity (since the standard
monitoring protocol has not been carried out for the last ten winter seasons i.e. since
2013) — the field data suggest a largely increase of trapping activity recorded this winter
season compared to the previous winter. In fact, this winter had the highest recorded
trapping levels since 2014-15.

6 Because limestick use during the autumn 2023 season remained at high levels, we also included
several limestick trapping sites in our survey for this winter season. In the past limestick trapping sites
were not included in the survey, as trapping with limesticks mainly happens during the autumn and
spring seasons.

7 Prepared: A net ride that is clearly ready to be used but there is no evidence e.g. bird feathers, blood
stains, thrown pebbles, to suggest illegal activity was taking place the previous night / morning.

8 Active No Net: A net ride that from the evidence found e.g. bird feathers, blood stains,

thrown pebbles, indicates that illegal activity was taking place the previous night / morning but

no net is present.
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e Table 1 summarizes the field data for the winter surveys that BirdLife Cyprus has
undertaken since 2013-14, when a transition to the spot-check survey methodology
began. For data on Winter trapping activity prior to 2013-14 please see Appendix 3.
Trapping levels for the 2023-24 season are higher compared to the 2022-23 season and
are the highest recorded since the 2014-15 season.

Table 1. Summary of winter field data of mist-netting activity from 2013-14 onwards

2013- 2014- 2015- 2016- 2017- 2018- 2019- 2020- 2021- 2022- 2023-
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24

Total

locations/points 87 90 73 108 100 126 180 150 136 90 99
checked
Total active net

. 1067 1415 627 765 183 617 302 280 276 126 809
rides (m)
Mist nets in situ
(no) 53 48 15 15 0 5 1 0 0 0 0
no

e Trapping under different jurisdictions for winter 2023-24:

O

O

e Enforcement:

For Republic areas, 15 Active net rides, and 7 Prepared net rides for mist-netting
were detected after checking 69 locations, summing up to a length of 399 meters.
For the SBA areas, 17 Active net rides for mist-netting were detected after
checking 30 locations, summing up to a length of 410 meters®.

BirdLife Cyprus reported the active trapping sites detected during the survey to the
relevant competent authorities.

o SBA Police anti-poaching unit feedback:

O

= All locations were placed under observation; however, nothing further

was detected by the SBA police.

= No official feedback was received from the Game and Fauna Service.

Game & Fauna Service:

% Joint monitoring was carried out on 23/1/2024 with the SBA police checking all 30 locations.
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Death toll estimate for the whole of 2023:

O

During spring 2023, from the limesticks that were found during the survey, it was
estimated that 165 birds could have been killed. However this does not accurately
represent the number of birds killed, as the majority of sites which our field team
located recorded evidence of glue and feathers but did not have set limesticks
(BirdLife Cyprus, Spring 2023 report).

During autumn 2023, it was estimated that just under 580,410 birds could have
been killed across the whole of Cyprus (BirdLife Cyprus, Autumn 2023 report).
The levels of winter 2023-24 mist-netting activity recorded by BirdLife Cyprus (see
above) suggest that trapping increased significantly compared to last year. As the
methodology we use for the winter survey is different to that of the Autumn
survey we use a slightly different equation to calculate the death estimate (see
appendix 1) We have estimated, based on a number of assumptions, that 22,600
birds could have been killed at the active sites that were detected during the
winter 2023-24 season (see Appendix 1).

Therefore, it is conservatively estimated that during the whole of 2023, just over
603,000 birds could have been illegally trapped and killed across Cyprus.
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https://birdlifecyprus.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2023/10/Spring-2023-trapping-report-Final-for-publication.pdf
https://birdlifecyprus.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2024/03/BirdLife-Cyprus_Autumn_2023_Trapping_report-FINAL_for-Publication.pdf

4. Conclusions

BirdLife Cyprus undertook a spot check survey in January 2024 for a period of nine days in
total, checking 99 locations in total. These locations were randomly selected from the
complete list of trapping sites where mist-netting activity has been detected in the past during
our full survey programme, as well as other locations found by CABS members in previous
seasons. Out of these 90 locations, 16 active mist-netting sites were recorded. The findings
included 39 active net rides for mist netting, which summed up to a length of 809 metres.

Despite the fact that statistically reliable trends cannot be drawn from the winter survey
data, the field data indicate that mist-netting levels for this winter season were considerably
increased compared to the 2022-23 winter season, the highest levels of trapping activity
since the winter 2014-15 season. This overall increase was mainly due to a substantial
increase in trapping within the SBA areas. Prior to the Autumn trapping season, the SBA
police Anti-poaching unit was reduced in size substantially. The SBA Police Anti-Poaching
Unit was significantly reduced in

resources at the start of the autumn 2023 trapping season. This limited enforcement action
on the ground subsequently led to an increase in bird trapping within the ESBA, particularly
in the Ayios Nikolaos Garrison area, and the Xylofagou area. Having recorded this worrisome
increase in bird trapping levels within the ESBA during the first weeks of the autumn
trapping period in September, both BirdLife Cyprus and RSPB expressed concerns to the SBA
Police. Fortunately, the SBA Police acted to address the increased bird trapping activity by
re-enforcing the Anti-Poaching Unit. The ESBA area had the most active site found in regards
to winter trapping with mistnets. This is likely due to the lack of enforcement in Autumn
2023, something that the trappers would have most definitely taken advantage of in winter
too. Limestick trapping levels in the Republic of Cyprus remained at similarly high levels as
Autumn 2022. While fines for mist net trapping are high and effective, fines for limestick
trapping and shooting of protected species are non-punitive and non-deterrent, which is
why we believe that limestick use remained high. While there was a reduction in mist net
trapping levels, both ourselves and CABS had noted an increase in organised trappers in
Autumn 2023. Various small gangs of trappers appeared to have taken on trapping as a quick
and easy source of income, particularly in the Larnaca district.

The intensity of the winter trapping season tends to fluctuate each year depending on the
number of Song Thrushes, the target species for winter trapping, which migrate to Cyprus to
overwinter. This winter there were a large number of migrating song thrush passing through
and wintering in Cyprus, as is evident from BirdLife Cyprus birdwatching records for
January/February 2024. The increase noted this winter season may also be linked with the
reduction in size of the SBA police Anti-poaching unit in the autumn of 2023. The unit was still
not fully re-enforced in time for the winter trapping season, and trappers most likely took
advantage of that. Enforcement actions, both in the SBA areas and the Cyprus Republic, need
to increase and be maintained, in order to tackle the large-scale trappers, and to be ready if
and when there is a strong song thrush migration, as that will most likely lead to increase
levels of trapping for that year.
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Looking at 2023 as a whole, and based on the field data gathered by BirdLife Cyprus during
spring 2023, autumn 2023 and the winter 2023-24 seasons, it is conservatively estimated that
just over 603,000 birds could have been killed across the whole of Cyprus in 2023.
Unfortunately, this is an increase compared to last year’s estimate of approximately 460,000
birds. This setback is mainly due to an increase in mist-net trapping in autumn 2023,
particularly within the SBA areas.

The increase noted in 2023 is discouraging, and something we hope will not continue into
2024. The increase noted in the SBA areas, was a good case study of what can happen when
resources are diverted/removed from illegal trapping enforcement and deterrence action. We
hope to see the SBA police increase resources for the Autumn 2024 trapping season. The
Cyprus Republic needs to address the increasing number of organised trappers, especially now
that the Cyprus Police Anti-poaching unit has been re-instated. As well as this, limestick
trapping remains an issue, mainly due to law relaxations — something that the Cyprus
Government need to address.
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Appendix 1

The following key assumptions are applied for the estimation of the birds killed:
e 12 metres is the assumed average length for a mist net.
e 20 birds are caught per 12-m net per day (Magnin, 1986).
e 0.5 birds are caught per limestick per day.
e 40 days is the duration of the trapping period for winter seasons.
e 50% scaling down factor — applied for spring and winter seasons to account for a lower
number of migrating birds passing via Cyprus compared to the autumn
e Netride categories ‘ANN’ (Active No Nets), ‘ASN’ (Active Set Nets) and ‘AUN’ (Active Unset
Nets) nets are assumed that they are active every day during the trapping season (read
Appendix 1 for details on net ride classification).
o Note: Net ride category ‘P’ (Prepared) is not considered for the estimation of
numbers of birds killed anymore, following the recommendation of BTO science
experts (BTO report, July 2015) to revise slightly the equation.

Using the above assumptions, the bird death toll is estimated as follows for winter:

For nets = [(Total length of ANN+AUN+ASN rides)] / (average length of a net) x (20 birds per
net per day) x (length of trapping season in days) x (50% scaling down factor)
=678/12x20x40 = 45,200 x 50%

= 22,600 (see note just above)

For limesticks = (Total number of limesticks found) x (0.5 birds per limestick per day) x (length
of trapping season in days) x (50% scaling factor)

=0x0.5x40=40x50%

=0

Estimated number of birds killed in both nets/netrides and on limesticks found during our
winter 2023-24 survey = 22,600
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Appendix 2

Survey data for winter 2023-24
Details of the active trapping sites detected during the winter 2023-24 survey

Confidential Information. Only provided upon approval of request

Note 1: P — Prepared; ANN — Active No Net; AUN — Active Unset Net; ASN — Active Set Net
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Appendix 3

Summary of winter field data of mist-netting activity from 2007-08 to 2012-13.

2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13
Total squares
44 44 81 53 39 38
surveyed
Total active net rides
(m) 497 804 3830 936 616 384
Mist nets in situ (no) 22 3 31 11 34 14
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