giving %
\ nature y N

0)0] a home BirdLife NABU

Cyprus

UPDATE on illegal bird trapping activity in Cyprus

Covering the spring 2026 findings of BirdLife Cyprus’ continuing
monitoring programme for illegal bird trapping in Cyprus

Report put together by Markos Charalambides, Campaigns and Monitoring Officer, BirdLife
Cyprus

Date: August 2026



Contents

TTEDIANUIN vttt ettt et e e e et e et e e e tte e e ebeeeetbeesbeeebaeesabaeetaeessbeesabaeesabessasaeeasbeesnbesennreenares 3
SUIMIMIAIY ettt nnn 5
1.  Overview of bird trapping iN CYPrUS.....ccccciieeieiieieeccieee et e e e sre e e e sare e e e saraeeeenaaeeeas 6
2. BirdLife Cyprus surveillance programme........ccocceeeieiiiieeeeiiieeeesiee s ssiee e ssree e svee e s 8
B RESUILS ettt et et b e s be e e st e e he e e s b e e s beeesareeeneean 10
A, CONCIUSIONS ...ttt ettt ettt st ettt et e bt e s bt e sae e et e e beesbeesaeesmtesabeeabeebeennees 13
27 o [ToT == o] o1V 2SR 14
PN ] 0 =Y o Vo LGt SR 15

FAY ] 0 =Y o Vo L ST 16



NepiAnyn

H napoloa avadopd mopouctalel Ta TEAEUTALO EUPAUATA TOU CUVEXLIOUEVOU TIPOYPOALOTOC
mapakoAouBnong tng mapavoung mayideuong mouAlwv tou BirdLife Cyprus yia tnv avoién 2026.
Emonuaivetal otL n avadopd auth amsuBuvetal Kuplwg ota kévipa AnYPng anodacewv, e
OKOTIO TNV EVNUEPWON, TNV eualoOntomoinon Kol tnv Klvntomoinon yla avaAnyn mo
OMOTEAECUATIKNG SpACNG YL AVTLLETWITLON OLUTOU TOU XPOVLOU OLKOAOYLKOU TTPpOoPANLATOC.

Autn elval n €BSoun ouvexopevn XPovid OMou n avolEldTikn £peuva TopakoAoubnong
niepthappave Epeuva ehéyxou onpelwv (‘spot checks’). Ma tnv £peuva nedlov emAEXBNKe Eva
Oelypa evepywv tomoBeolwv mayideuong amnod T MPoNyoULEVEG AVOLELATIKEG TIEPLOSOUG, OL
omoleg eAéyxBnkav vy Tuxov Spaoctnplotnta  Tmapdvoung mayidevong. ‘Etol,  bev
nipaypotonowdnke mANpng €psuva Baocel Tou mpwtokOdAAou tou BirdLife Cyprus yiwa tnv
mapakoAouBbnon Twv emuneSwv mayideuong. AUTO £€yLve TOGO AOYW TOU HELWHEVOU aVOPWILVOU
Suvautkol 600 Kot Adyw TNG MOAU HELWHEVNG SpaoTNPELOTNTOC TOPAVOUNG TayideuoNC KATA TN
SLApKEL TNG AVOLELATIKNG LETOVACTEVONC TA TEAEUTOLO XPOVLO.

JUVOAIKA eAéyxOnkav 74 onueia, ek Twv omolwv Suo kataypadnKav wg EVEPYA yLO TTAPAVOUN
nayidevon movAlwy pe E6Pepya, evw Sev kataypadnkav kabBolou evepyd onueia mayidbsuong
pe dixtua. H opada mediou katéypade 22 otnuéva E0Bepya o< €va onpeio, evw oto SeUTEPO
EVEPYO onueilo umnpxav evdeifelc ot yivetal mayibeuon pe £0Bepya (dtepd Kol youeg ota
Sévtpa).

Aev gival duvatov va eEaxbolv oTaTIOTIKA BACILO CUUMEPACHOTO OXETIKA LIE TIG TACELG TNG
nayideuong ywo tnv avolln, Ssdopévou OTL To TANPEC TPWTOKOAAO mopakoAoUONnoNng tou
BirdLife Cyprus 6ev akohouBnbnke tnv Avolén tou 2026. Qotdoo, e BACN OMOKAELOTIKA Ta
otolxela mou ouAAEXBNnKkav oto medio, paivetar OtL Ta enineda nayidsuong pe §6Pepya eivar
TOAU XopnAd ko mapopola (e népol. To BirdLife Cyprus mioteUel 0Tl autd ta MOAU XanAd
enineda mayidevong pe E6Pepya odeilovtal ota e€wdika MPoOoTIHa Ta omnoia ivat oAl unAd
Vv nepiodo TNG avoleng, &ekwvwvtag amo 8000 eupw yla TV TApAvopn mayideuon Kot
Bavatwon mouAlwv o KAeLot meplodo kuvnyiou. Qaivetal otL n aAlayn Tng vopobeoiag To
2016 kat n ebappoyn oAU PnAwv e€wWSIKWY yla TNV ovamopoywylky epiodo €xouv oteihel
€val £ekAaBapo HAVUHA UNOEVIKNG OVOXNC KATA TNG AVOLELATLKNG Ttayideuong amodnunTkwy
nouAwwv. MNa 6ydon ocuvexn xpovid to BirdLife Cyprus katéypae pndeviky Spaoctnplotnta
nayideuong pe dixtva yia tnv avol§Latikn nepiodo.

Ta enineda ayidevong pe €6Bepya e€akolouBolv va givat oAU xaunAd cuVoALKd, éva oAU
evBappuVTIKO amotéAeopa. QOTOC0, EVW TA TPOOCTLUA YLA TNV TIOPAVOUN Ttayideuon KaTd tn
Slapkela TNG Avolenc eivat uPNAA KoL OITOTPETIKA, TO TIPOOTLLLA VLA TV TIOpAVOUN Ttayideuon
kata tn Slapkelo Tou pOwonwpou Sev propouv vo Bewpolvtal TLHWPNTLKA. Ta oAU XapnAd
nPOoTIUA TNG TAENG Twv 200 gupw ToU €xouv KaBoploTel yla €wg kal 72 £oBepya amd to
AskéuPBplo 2020, 6tav Pndiotnke n tpomonoinon tou oxetikol vopou otn Kumplakr BouAn,
TIPOKTIKA €XOUV OTEAEL €va HAVULO OTIOTIOLVIKOTIOINONG KOl OlVOXAG OTOUG MOYLOEUTEG TTOU
Spaoctnplomolouvtal To ¢pOvoONwPo. Autod emiBeBatwvetal amod Tig GOWVOTMWPLVEG LOG EPEUVEC
Ta tedsutaio xpovia (2023, 2024 kat 2025), omou kataypaape uPnAd enineda nayidsvong pe
™ Xpnon £0Bepywv. KAAOUUE TIG KUTIPLOKEG APXEG VA 0LUENCOUV TA TPOOTIUA YLa TNV tayibeuon



pe €oPepya to dOWONWPO, va katapyrnoouv tn Alota twv 14 ‘AiyoTEPO MPOOTATEUOUEVWVY'
LETAVOOTEUTLKWV EL6WV KOL VA AUEACOUV TA TIPOOTLUA YL T BavATwaon OAwv Twv EL6WV TTNVWY
oe 2000 supw OvaA ITNVO, OTIWE ATAV TIPONYOUUEVWG.

Tnv avol€latikn €peuva mapakoAouBbnong yla 1o 2026 xpnuatodotnoe n NABU (BirdLife otn
lepuavia) kat to RSPB (BirdLife oto Hvwpévo BaaoiAelo). Autot ol etaipot Tou BirdLife kaBwg kat
1o BirdLife Europe umootnpilouv tTnv eKoTpOTelol HOC EVAVTIOL OTNV Tapdvoun mayibeuon
TIOUALWV YLoL OPKETA XPOVLA, TOOO HECW SLadOpwy EPYwV XpNUATOSOTNONG OGO KoL HECW TNG
gvaloBOntomnoinong Tou kowou yla auto to Béua o Slebveg eminedo. To BirdLife Cyprus sival
EUYVWHWV YL TN CUVEXH, LOKPOXPOVLA UTIOOTH PLEN TOUG.



Summary

This report presents the latest findings of the on-going BirdLife Cyprus surveillance programme
on illegal bird trapping, relating to the spring 2026 season. As ever, it is highlighted here that
this report is mainly aimed at top decision makers, with the aim of informing, raising awareness
and generating momentum for more effective action to tackle this chronic ecological problem.

For the seventh consecutive year, our spring survey consisted of a ‘spot check’ survey, whereby
a sample of active trapping sites from the previous spring seasons were selected and checked
for activity. Therefore, a full survey following the BirdLife Cyprus trapping monitoring protocol
was not undertaken. This was done due to limited resources and because of much reduced
spring trapping in recent years.

Overall, 74 locations were checked and out of these, two sites were found to be active trapping
sites with the use of limesticks, while mistnetting was not recorded at any site. Our field team
recorded 22 set limesticks at one site, while the other active site only had evidence of trapping
with limesticks (glue and feathers on the trees).

It is not possible to draw statistically robust conclusions about the trends for spring trapping
activity, since the standard monitoring protocol of BirdLife Cyprus was not followed for spring
2026. However, based solely on the data collected, it appears that trapping with limesticks has
remained at similar levels as last year - very low overall. BirdLife Cyprus believes that these
very low levels of springtime limestick trapping are due to the high fines for Spring trapping
which start at 8,000 Euros for the illegal killing of birds during a closed hunting season. It appears
that the change in legislation in 2016 and the imposition of very high on-the-spot fines for the
breeding season have sent a clear message of zero tolerance regarding the spring trapping of
migratory birds. For the eighth year in a row, BirdLife Cyprus recorded zero trapping activity
with mistnets in spring.

Trapping levels with limesticks continue to be very low overall, a very encouraging result.
However, while fines for trapping in spring are high and deterrent, fines for Autumn limestick
trapping are neither deterrent nor can be considered punitive. The very low fines that have been
set - only 200 euros for up to 72 limesticks — in December 2020 when amendments to the
relevant law were voted by the Cyprus parliament, have, practically, sent a message of
decriminalization and tolerance to the autumn trappers. This is supported by our autumn survey
findings from the last few years (2023, 2024 and 2025), which showed that limestick trapping
remained at high levels. We call upon the Cyprus authorities to increase the fines for limestick
trapping in Autumn, to abolish the list of 14 ‘less protected’ migratory species and to increase
fines for the killing of all birds to 2,000 Euros per bird, as it was previously.

The costs for the 2026 spring survey were covered by NABU (the BirdLife International partner
in Germany), and the RSPB (BirdLife in UK). These BirdLife partners as well as BirdLife Europe
have been supporting our illegal bird trapping campaign over a number of years, both via various
funding projects and by raising international awareness regarding this issue. BirdLife Cyprus is
grateful for their continued, long-term support.



1. Overview of bird trapping in Cyprus

Trapping with non-selective methods (mist nets and limesticks) and the trade of wild birds have
been prohibited since 1974 under Cyprus legislation, when the ‘Protection and Development of
Game and Wild Birds Law of 1974 (39/1974)’ was introduced?. Moreover, in 1988 Cyprus ratified
the 1979 Bern Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats,
adopting a long list of birds as protected, including the Blackcap (Sylvia atricapilla), hence
prohibiting the killing (hunting) and consumption of Blackcaps (Blackcaps are the main target
species of illegal bird trapping in autumn in Cyprus). With Cyprus joining the EU, the EU Birds
Directive (2009/147/EC, formerly 79/409/EEC) was transposed into Cyprus Law, N. 152(1)/2003,
prohibiting anew the use of non-selective methods including mist nets, limesticks and calling
devices, as well as the possession of trapping equipment, trapped birds and the trading and
eating of trapped birds.

Historically, trapped birds — mostly Blackcaps - were a food supplement for the mostly poor
island inhabitants living off the land. The practice of bird trapping in Cyprus has been recorded
in historical documents from the Middle Ages and even earlier times. However, trapping as
practiced in Cyprus today bears no relation to historical ‘tradition’.

Nowadays, bird trapping in Cyprus is widespread and extensive, contributing to the large scale
killing of hundreds of thousands of migratory and wintering birds. Survey records show that at
least 158 bird species have been found trapped in mist nets or on limesticks, of which 90 are
listed as conservation priority species under the EU Birds Directive and/or by BirdLife
International®. This is a clear indication of the non-selective nature of these methods. Thanks to
the high price of the banned ambelopoulia ‘delicacy’, this illegal activity of bird trapping has
become a profitable business, which is controlled to a large extent by the ‘big’ trappers who are
also involved in organised crime. The Cyprus Game and Fauna Service have recently estimated
this illegal business to be valued in the order of 10 million Euros per year?.

Apart from the extensive use of non-selective methods for illegal bird trapping in Cyprus,
organised trappers nowadays use illegal electronic calling devices that imitate the calls of
migratory birds. These calling devices are normally operated at night, luring the birds into the
trapping sites and hence increasing the illegal catch. An academic study undertaken in Cyprus
has shown that the use of electronic calling devices (song playback) is highly effective in luring
birds towards trapping sites (Sebastianelli M. et al, 2020)*. The findings of this study showed
that playback not only increased the number of individuals of target species captured by six to
eight times, but also significantly increased bycatch. The study authors concluded that: ‘Our
findings thus show that in contrast to popular belief that tape lures are a selective trapping

! The specific articles of Law 39/1974 that prohibited the trapping and trade of wild birds include: Article
10 (‘prohibition of hunting etc. of certain bird species’, without including the blackcap either in the
protected or the game species), Article 14 (‘prohibition of offering game or wild birds in restaurants
etc.’) and Article 15 (‘prohibition of the use of light projectors, traps, luring methods, limesticks and
flushing of birds).

2 BirdLife Cyprus ‘List of birds recorded trapped in mist nets and on limesticks’ found here

3 Data source: Game and Fauna Service Facebook post (12t July 2023) regarding the signing of a
Memorandum of Cooperation between the Game and Fauna Service and the Cyprus Police.

4 This study can be found here


https://birdlifecyprus.org/species-affected-by-trapping/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/339947632_Tape_lures_swell_bycatch_on_a_Mediterranean_island_harbouring_illegal_bird_trapping

method, they also lead to increased captures of non-target species, which can include species of
conservation concern’.

These calling devices can often be heard easily from hundreds of metres away from trapping
sites during the night, highlighting the extensive use of these lures and their intensity within the
trapping areas.

This report presents the results for spring 2026 survey. It should be noted that during spring
illegal trappers target mainly Blackcaps (Sylvia atricapilla), although other migrating songbirds
are also taken. Trapped birds are either served as expensive ambelopoulia ‘delicacies’ in local
restaurants or are sold or used for home consumption.



2. BirdLife Cyprus surveillance programme

BirdLife Cyprus is a non-profit NGO working for the protection and conservation of birds, their
habitats and wider biodiversity, and is the Partner of BirdLife International in Cyprus. With
support from the RSPB (BirdLife in UK), BirdLife Cyprus has undertaken a systematic surveillance
programme of illegal bird trapping in Cyprus since autumn 2002, providing a long record of
trapping activity and giving the NGO a very good measure of expertise on the issue. The
surveillance programme follows a ‘Bird Trapping Monitoring Protocol’ that was developed by
BirdLife Cyprus and the RSPB, in consultation with the Cyprus Game & Fauna Service and the
British Sovereign Base Area (SBA) police at the start of the programme. Figure 1 shows the main
areas of bird trapping; monitoring is concentrated in the two areas (numbered 1 and 2) where
extensive trapping takes place®:

1. Kokkinochoria area (Eastern Larnaca/Famagusta area) — this area also includes the
Dhekelia Eastern Sovereign Base (ESBA) area), and

2. Ayios Theodoros and Maroni area (Western Larnaca).

General Trapping Areas Cyprus
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Figure 1. Map of Cyprus showing the main trapping areas

Although trapping is also an issue in other areas of Cyprus, the survey efforts focus on these two
main areas due to resource limitations and because they hold the highest trapping activity.

5> BirdLife Cyprus does not conduct any surveys in the Turkish occupied areas of Cyprus.



It is worth noting that BirdLife Cyprus did not undertake a complete field survey for the spring
2026 season as described in its monitoring protocol®, but rather a ‘spot check’ survey. Hence the
results from previous spring seasons are not comparable, and so statistically robust conclusions
cannot be drawn. A similar ‘spot check’ survey has been carried out during winter for the past
thirteen seasons. This is the seventh year that BirdLife Cyprus has used this simpler survey
method for the spring anti-trapping field season, primarily because trapping levels with mistnets
in spring have been reducing year on year - since the 2019 spring season BirdLife Cyprus has
recorded zero trapping with mistnets. Hence, BirdLife Cyprus re-evaluated its resources and
methodology and it was decided that a simpler but more targeted survey would be undertaken,
checking locations that were found active by both BirdLife Cyprus and CABS in past three years.
As well as this, a greater focus was placed on selecting limestick trapping sites, as trapping with
mistnets appears to have stopped altogether in spring in recent years.

The project is undertaken in close co-operation with the Game and Fauna Service and the
Sovereign Base Area (SBA) Police. When trapping paraphernalia is found, the BirdLife Cyprus
team contacts and reports them to the relevant enforcement authorities. It should be noted
that the BirdLife Cyprus observers never confront suspected trappers and never remove
trapping paraphernalia.

BirdLife Cyprus would like to express its particular thanks to the RSPB (BirdLife in UK) for
supporting the project financially since the beginning in 2002. Furthermore, BirdLife Cyprus
would also like to thank NABU (BirdLife in Germany) for their financial support since 2013
onwards. These BirdLife partners as well as BirdLife Europe have been supporting our illegal bird
trapping campaign over a number of years, both via various funding projects and by raising
international awareness regarding this issue. BirdLife Cyprus is grateful for their continued, long-
term support. Finally, BirdLife Cyprus would like to thank the volunteers that helped in the
monitoring survey and the gathering of the field data in spring 2026.

8 For more information regarding the surveillance programme of BirdLife Cyprus, read the latest autumn
2024 trapping report here.


https://birdlifecyprus.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2025/02/BirdLife-Cyprus_Autumn_2024_Trapping_report_Final_for-publication.pdf

3. Results

Field survey: the spring 2026 spot check survey of trapping sites was carried out during the
month of April, with eight days of fieldwork in total. As already mentioned, BirdLife Cyprus
did not undertake a complete survey following the standard survey protocol’ for this season,
in order to utilise its limited resources on awareness raising and other campaigning activities
as well. However, in order to maintain an insight of the spring trapping situation a ‘spot
check’ survey was undertaken — it should be noted that ‘spot check’ field surveys have been
carried out for winter monitoring for a number of years. A proportion of the sites selected
were from the Committee Against Bird Slaughter (CABS) database, and it should be noted
that a large majority of the sites checked were associated with limestick trapping in the past
(rather than mistnet setting) and most of them found active over the last three years (2023,
2024, 2025). It was ensured that the selected sites covered both the Republic of Cyprus
(covering both Ayios Theodoros & Maroni and East Larnaca & Famagusta areas) and the
Dhekelia Sovereign Base Area (SBA). All active trapping locations were reported to the
relevant enforcement authorities, either the SBA Police Anti-poaching unit or the Cyprus
Game & Fauna Service, depending on the location of the finds.

Summary of field findings: In total, 74 locations were checked, 59 within the Republic of

Cyprus and 15 within the Dhekelia SBA. Two active limestick trapping sites were detected,
both within the Republic of Cyprus. At one of the active locations, 22 limesticks were found
set in a mulberry tree and grape vines, while at the other active location evidence of
limestick trapping was recorded (glue and feathers). For the eighth spring season in a row,
zero mistnetting activity was recorded.

Spring trapping activity: It is not possible to use the 2026 field data to draw any statistically

reliable long-term trends for spring trapping activity. Firstly, this is the seventh year that
BirdLife Cyprus did not follow the standard monitoring protocol for the spring survey, hence
our field data are not comparable with the previous survey seasons (spring trapping
monitoring started in 2006. Secondly, this new survey method, which was adopted in spring
2020, focusses on selecting sites where trapping has been detected in the last three years
(2023, 2024, 2025). And thirdly, almost all sites checked this season were associated with
limestick trapping, rather than mist netting sites which our survey usually focuses on. Our
data from previous spring seasons showed a large decrease in mist netting activity during
spring, which is an encouraging development, while trapping with limesticks is still taking
place at a small scale.

7 For information regarding our Standard Survey Protocol, please see section 3 of our latest Autumn
2025 trapping report here.


https://birdlifecyprus.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2026/02/BirdLife-Cyprus_Autumn_2025_Trapping_report-Final_-For-publication.pdf

e Table 1 summarizes the field data for the spring surveys that BirdLife Cyprus has undertaken (Note: Data for the last seven years are not strictly comparable
to the data from 2011-2019, as explained above).

Table 1. Summary of spring field data of mist netting activity 2011-2026

2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018 | 2019 | 2020 | 2021 | 2022 | 2023 | 2024 | 2025 | 2026

Total
squares 41 40 40 40 40 40 38 42 41 691 741 741 741 781 951 74
checked
Total

active net 1475 387 669 908 190 120 101 53 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
rides (m)
Mist nets
in situ 18 12 5 7 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
(no)

Limesticks
found set 0 142 5 26 0 4 0 0 4 11 57 2 11 19 1 22
up

Sites
found 0 4 1 2 0 1 0 0 1 8 10 3 2 5 2 2
active

Note 1: This is the number of locations checked (not number of squares surveyed).



Trapping under different jurisdictions for Spring 2026:

o For Republic areas, one limestick trapping site was found active, with evidence of
limestick trapping (glue and feathers) being found.

o For the SBA areas, one location was found active, with 22 limesticks found set on a
mulberry tree.

Enforcement:
BirdLife Cyprus reported the active trapping sites detected during the survey to the relevant
competent authorities.
o SBA Police anti-poaching unit feedback:
= The limesticks were found while on a joint-monitoring survey with SBA
police, who confiscated the limesticks on the spot.
o Game & Fauna Service (GFS):
®  One active location was reported to the GFS. No further feedback was
provided.



4. Conclusions

BirdLife Cyprus undertook a ‘spot check’ survey in April 2026 for a period of eight days in total,
checking 74 locations. These locations were selected from a dataset of trapping sites, a majority
of which were limestick trapping sites, where spring trapping activity was recorded in the last
three years. Out of these 74 locations, two active limestick trapping sites were recorded.

This is the seventh spring season that the ‘spot check’ survey method is adopted by BirdLife
Cyprus for the field monitoring of spring trapping. No mist net trapping activity was recorded,
for the eighth season in a row, which is very positive. While the results from previous spring
seasons are not comparable statistically, data collected this season showed that trapping was at
similar levels to spring 2025, and is at very low levels overall. Spring trapping levels have
remained low overall possibly due to the deterrent fines associated with spring trapping. These
fines start at 8,000 Euros for the illegal killing of birds, reflecting the importance of the breeding
period for birds during spring and the fact that no disturbance or killing is permitted under EU
and national legislation. While the fines for limestick trapping in spring are clearly deterrent,
the opposite is true of fines for limestick trapping in autumn. Limestick trapping offences in
autumn are only 200 euros for up to 72 limesticks, due to a change in the law, which was voted
in December 2020. This change to the “Protection and Management of Wild Birds and Game
Species” law introduced a list of 14 species of birds for which the illegal killing, with limesticks
or shooting, carries a non-punitive and non-deterrent fine of 200 euros for up to 50 birds. This
has sent a message of decriminalisation to trappers and poachers, with regards to the trapping
and killing of migratory songbirds in autumn. We believe this is the reason we noted continuing
high levels of limestick trapping in the last few autumn trapping seasons.

We call upon the Cyprus authorities to increase the fines for limestick trapping in Autumn, to
abolish the list of 14 ‘less protected’ species and to increase fines for the killing of all birds to
2,000 Euros per bird, as it was previously.
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Appendix 1

Survey data for spring 2026
Evidence of illegal bird trapping activity from the ‘spot check’ survey

Confidential Information. Only provided upon approval of request



Appendix 2

Estimation of numbers of birds caught during spring 2026
The following key assumptions are applied for the estimation of the birds killed:

e 12 metres is the assumed average length for a mist net

e 20 birds are caught per 12-m net per day (Magnin, 1986 )

e 0.5 birds are caught per limestick per day

e 60 days is the duration of the trapping period for spring and autumn seasons

e 50% scaling factor — applied for spring estimates to account for a lower number of migrating birds
passing via Cyprus compared to the autumn

e 405 are the possible bird trapping squares within the survey area as identified from the surveillance
programme in 2007 (the random sample of squares surveyed by BirdLife Cyprus is taken from these
405 squares)

e 75% of illegal trapping activity for all of Cyprus takes place within the survey area (based on input from
enforcement authorities and other experts)

e Net ride categories ‘ANN’ (Active No Nets), ‘ASN’ (Active Set Nets) and ‘AUN’ (Active Unset Nets) nets
are assumed that they are active every day during the trapping season (read Appendix 1 for details on
net ride classification).

o Note: Net ride category ‘P’ (Prepared) is not considered for the estimation of numbers of birds
killed anymore, following the recommendation of BTO science experts (BTO report, July 2015)
to revise slightly the equation.

Using the above assumptions, the bird death toll is estimated as follows for spring 2026:

For nets = No mistnet rides were detected during the spring 2026 survey

For limesticks = (Total number of limesticks found) x (0.5 birds per limestick per day) x (length of trapping
season in days) x (50% scaling factor)

=22 x0.5x60x50%

= 330 birds caught within the survey area on limesticks

In total 330 birds could have been killed on limesticks found set within the survey area during spring
2026.



